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BY DE WITT HARRY.

of Christ-
is seen

undoubtedly s that
when Santa Claus
in the mind's eye of nearly every
youngster as he harnessed up his
reindeer and comes forth In the brisk
December weather in & flurry of snow
and distributes the geasonal gifts and
enters the homes by means of handy
chimneys. In this stute we have our
Santa just asg they do in other locai-
Ities and his xled and his champing
gteeds even though the snow may be
woefully lacking, and headquarters
for the distribution Is just the same
as everywhere else, from the far-off
frozen north. But this is where I
cnds locally, for while Oregon must
admit® that Santa starts from the
north, we will not go further ex-
copl to acknowledge that he may
hive hendquarters here and there, and
have his bookkeeprs, but it is in this
state that he makes his gifts, here
that his factories are located.

When It comes to a matter of fur-
nishing Christmas cheer to the rest
of the country, Oregon Is the real
headquarters. Tt is here that Santa
Claus makes ls toys, here that he gets
his goodies and sweets and it is this
state that furnishes the,decorations
that bring home to those less fortun-
ate the real spirit of the season. Toys,
turkeys, candles, mincemeat, holly,
Christmas trees, mistletoe, dolls and
all, in splendid array, go from Ore-
zon to delight the rest of the world.
Santa Claus stocks up his sleds time
and time again from Portland ware-
houszes and delivers the giftz 1o the
rest of the country, which owes this
cily & lusting debt for its real holi-
day treasures.

Christmans Cheer Goes Forth.

Just as & starter let's study the
Christmas decoration situation, the
trees, holly, mistletoe, and other
greens that do so0 much toward cre-
ating the real spirit of the season.
Visitors from other sections of the
conntry marvel at the rich follage
found here, &t the beautiful holly of a
dogen varieties, the mistletoe that
clings io the Oregon onks with a
fondness not noticed eleswhere, the
millions of young firs just ideal for
bearing a bountiful crop of Christ-
mas treasure and at all of the rest
of the luxuriant vegeiation. In Port-
land are several firms, In addition to
the regular florists, that make a spe-
cialty of shipping evergreens at this
time of the year to all sections of the
country, and they have managed to
make this a great trade. Though
they only manage to get in a few
weeks of thelr season, the output that
goes from here to give the rest of
the country a fit seiting for thelr
holiday [s enormous.

Just across the street from the Ar-
lington club is one of these firms
that sends the greens of Oregon all
over the country. Two weeka ago
one of their orders was for four car-
loads of Christmas trees for the San
¥rancisco market. They have their
buyers out and they comb the state
cach season for the right kind of
greens. Holly wreaths In great ar-
ray. of wvarlous sizes and varleties of
the curly leaves, go from here Lo
eastern citieg and there command
high prices. There are lew localities
in the United States that can produce
in the open the green bushes that
eome [rom here. Not only do Lhey
ship this stuff in wreaths, but they
ship huge parcels of the sprays. Tons
of the greens are handled here and
they gencrally make thelr sales on a
pound basia The orders roll in and
thay work their hardest to get their
product away to the sastern markets
w0 that they can handle the local
trade daring the real Christmnas sea-
mem.

Portland mt:;huw rest of the |,

F;\ VORED of all childheood's fables
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there will be but little mistletoe on
the market. So far as is known none
hag been shipped. The reason for
this was ghe severe winter of a year
ago that killed off a great amount of
this plant that thrives on the sturdy
oak. The jeaves seem to be there In
falr amount but the white peari-like
berries are missing, and Lthesa are the
real essential, according to Yule-
tide practice that revels in osculatory
practices. In the belief that governs
the judicious use of the mistletos,
and it has many fervid advocates, the
person who makes use of the shrub
is entitled to a kiss for each berry, and
naturally as any observing and care-
ful user of mistletoe would be care~
ful to have the proper party for com-
puny at the time of exchanging one
of the most appreciated compliments
of the season, the more berries the
better. However, the merchants who
traffic in this essential for the hall
and secludad nook decorations have
managed to get a small supply and
this has been held in stock for the
local trade so that no matter how
much the rest of the country suffers
from a shortage of kisses. Porlland
should have a falr amount as they
have sold their stock here during the
past week.

8o brisk has been the holiday trade
in greens that local florists report
that they have been forced to cancel
many orders, for if they accepted all,
this state would have been stripped of
foliage. The forest officials Jjust
lately made a ruling that the culting
of gmall sapling trees in the timber
did not essentially Injure the future
growth of the replacing forest. and
us a consequence there has been little
effort made to stop this practice. It
is possible to get tho best varieties
of trees adapted for Christmas trade
from the areas glven over to sgjash-
ings, or from areas where it iz not
intended Lo reforest with the result
that while Oregon may ship train loads
of “the small trees out of the state,
she will not permanently injure her
future.

Teys Bring Neat Fortane.

But the prime story of Christmas
this year is that of R. H. Groves, for
the Yule scason has brought fortune
for him. Gifted romancers delight In
relating stories saturated with the
Christmas spirit. but it is doubtful if
any tales of the imaginatlion can sur-
pass the facl story as lold by Groves,
& simple, unassuming sort of an ordi-
nary chap who managed to hit on
something that Joits of other people

wanted and who, a5 a consequencs,

ha= reaped a fortuna.

The story, as near as it can be
pleced out, starts about five years ago
and Jease Rich appears in it. Groves
at that tifne had just an ordinary job,
not a poeition, and was none too flush
with ready cash. He had two chil-
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Other Seasonal Essentials

Draw Cash to Oregon
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¢d a son, and ha@ some vislons of | whenever he mentloned the fuct of
playing men's games with the tittle | buying the girls n set of the steel con-

tellow as he grew up. He dreamed
a number of times of the pleasure he
would have with the lttle fellow In
showing him how to bulld all manner
of things with a set of mechanical
toys, for Groves' hobby was mechan-
ics, and in order to indulge himself In
it he had a miniature shop set up in
his basement., with workbench and
scroll saw and the necessary Lools.

Cigar Boxes Start Industry.

However, when the girls came
CGroves found that they made just as
good playmates as the boy would have
made, and spent a good deal of time
with them, as most any father would
had he two like those in the picturas.
However, he always wanted to play
with gome kind of mechanical toy, but

struction blocks he had in mind, Mre
Groves vetoed Lhe proposition, stat-
ing that dolls were the proper toys
for girls. Now Groves wanted this set
of mechanical toys mighty bad, but
they cost a lot of money and he did
not feel that he could spend that
much on himself for toys when he was
just about grown up, so Jesse Rick
entenm for Groves went to him some
weeks before Christmas five years ago
and got an armful of cigar boxes and
took them home and started working
with hiz seroll saw, determined that
he would have some kind of a set of
mechanical toys. He drew a set of
patterns so that the various blocks
would it together in a number of de-
signs (hat permitted nearly every
model In existence to be duplicated,

BLEAK CITY OF NOME GOES
INTO ANNUAL HIBERNATION

Swept by the Storms From Bering Sea, the Mining Camp Now Is
Threatened With Extinction.

winter hibernation, according
to newspaper dispatches, and I8
expacted to return to life with but
littla vitality next spring. This re-
mote mining camp, which, after a
meteoric career and growth into a
clty, threatens practically to pass out
of existence, wns described In the
following bulletin issued by the Na-
tional Geographic sociely:
“Nome ls a town which salways
hibernates in winter. Situated on the

NOHE. Alaska, has gone Into ils

blenk north coast of the lcy, storm-,
swept Bering sea, close to the arctic

cirele, It Is ‘frozen in and snowed In
for about seven months of the year.
Its chief Industry, placer gold min-
Ing, depends upon the use of running
water, therefore the activities must
stop whean the water congeals. Rather
than spend the long winter in the
extreme cold, waiting for the relurn
of mild weather, a large part of the
population of Nome has always re-
turned to the states in the fall, mak-
ing the journey back to the north in
June, when navigation opens.

“The overnight creature of an bn-
usual gold discovery, the town grew
up on a site that probably couid not
huve heen worse fitted for a com-
munity of human habitation. Tt ls
epen to the full sweap of the violent
storms and the heavy Wwaves that

enmmintmnthemlthul.

relatively narrow beach and imme-
diately within is a strip of tundrs,
n-om solid in winter; but & sea of

dren, has them yet, the two that aref “In

beach was

Each summear foolhardy newcomers
bulll structures on the beach, only
to have them wholly destroyed by Lhe
blasts of September, when, almost
without warning, huge waves SWeep
to the edge of (he tundra and oftem
Into the town itself.

;'Gold was firat discovered mnear
Nome in 1888, In one of the numerous
ereeks that rise in the hills back of
the town and cross the tundra Lo the
ged. This discovery was widely her-
alded through Alaska and the western
states.

“Thousands flocked to the neigh-
berhood the summer of 1899 and the
town was born, That season the re-
markable discovery was made that
the sand of the beach at the edge
of the town was rich in gold, and
thousands of prospectors with crude
equipment took out respectable for-
tunes. The beach could not be flled
upen. but anyone was permitted to
dig there. This unique feature of the
Nome goid fields drew more than
20,000 people to the reglon the fol-
lowing summer and the town grew
into a thriving clty. Placer miners
burrowed into the sand like moles for
30 miles or more up and down the
beach.

“By the end of the 1900 seuson the
exhausted of Its easily
obtainable gold and a large part of
the mushroom population turned
awsy from the community Pperma-
nently. Development of the gold de-

posits In the creeks back of Nome

mnnua. nnnm ~and the town
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and when Christmas time came gave
them to his daughters

And here comes the real part of the
gtory. The girls liked them; yes even
though they were real girls and had
dolls and girl toys, they also enjoyed
building many kinds of things with
the blocks that thelir dad had Invented,
and when nelghbors saw what & suc-
cess they were with the youngsiers
they usked Groves il he would not
bulld them sets also, Groves worked
some on his designs during the next
yvear and managed to perfect some of
the drawings to a great extent, and
the following Christmas, four Years
ago, he made about two dozen sels of
tha toys for his friends and they
proved an unqualified success. “Why
don't you ses il other people would
not like to have a few sots of them?”
askgd one of these well-wishers one
day, and Groves went to work &gain
to perfect his blocks to a greater
extent. He always had the idea that
wooden blocks would be more appreci-
pted than steel toys, and the further
Item of costs was always in mind, (or
he could not forget his experience at
the time when he wanted a set of
them so badly but could not afford the
prica.

Country Looks to Portiund,

Three years ago the first effort Le
sell Konstructo blocks came and
Groves went to the Portland Pulley
company and gave them his designs
and ordered 800 sets for the local mar-
ket. ‘The sets when finished were
placed on eale in {wo of the largest
department stores in FPortland and
within two weeks the entire supply
was sold. This was the first sale of
Konstructo, the toy perfected by
Groves. and that is entirely a Portiand
product, and right after he saw that
they were 8 success he went and pro-
tected his drawings by patent and
started the manufacture for outside
markets. Three years ago he sold 300
sets and this year he sold 300,000
sels. Twenty-two carloads of Kon-
structo blocks were made In Portjand
last year and went from here to make
tha rest of the world happy, The
salesmanager of the Konstruelo com-
peny states that there Is every likell-
hood that their sales for 1931 will
repch a million sets. though (heir
torecasl s for 600.000 and they are
preparing te handle at Jeast that
amount of businass. -

The Konstructo blocks are yel made
in the same designs originated by
Groves five years ago and are of
cigar box thickness. The main of-
fice and factory for the concern is
here. but their sales ngency is in New
York, and It iz through this agency
that they sell 30 per cent of their out-
put. Their local payroll handies some
hundred employes and they bring
money from all over the country ‘to
Poruud.justum other flrms do
that lhl.n their hollday essentials out
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lied little on advertising for Lthelir sale
and since they have been placed on
the market shipments have been made
to Australia, South Indies, New Zea-
iand, Hawail, Cuba, China, Bpain,
France and England, with the foreign
demand showing an extremely healthy
tane this year.

ladian Dolls in Demand.

In the matter of Loys, the Kon-
structo concern has this year also un-
dertaken the agency for the unique
Indlan dolls that were originated by
Mrs. M. F. Woods, mother of Gus
Woods, These dells, none of which
are duplicates, have created a furore
in the east. They are In character
bucks, squaws and pappooses, and are
well dressed in gaudy blankets and
wear tribal blankets. By some secraol
process théy are rendersd unbreak-
able, and this, the first year that they
have been gn the market, some $10,000
worth of them have been sold, an-
other nlce chunk of ready money com-
ing to Oregon for a product essen-
tially local. Figures for the Woods
firm show that they made 40,000 of
the little Indians and they had diffl-
culty in supplying the demand.

The Konstructd and dolls are pot ali
af the toys made locally, for other
plants put them ‘out in great array,
though the markets other than here
have not been greatly deveioped as
yet. The indications are that Will-
iam Standley, originator of severs] of
the designs reproduced on this page,
will manage to place some of his
product in the east next year. The
Standley toy® are, as a rule, bizarre
affects, but seem Lo be of designs that
should prove popular. judging [rom
other standards He generally uses
three-ply maple or alder In his man-
ufacture, Oregon woods, just s the
other firms In the business, hut the
greal thing is the paint designs, hand-
painted all of them, The bare wood
means nothing: it is the final touch
that lends the enchantment to the Ju-
venile mind. He has also manufac~
tured a collapsible dollhouse of Ben-
ver board that is said to be stronger
than the more ususl Lypes and that
will nest in & very small compass as
well as having the added virtue of
being exceptionally llght. Manofac-
turing problems this season have for-
bidden their going into the field too
largely, so they state but they ex-
pect to be fixed to go after the l?ul-
oess in 1921,

mm‘-m lln,'m:n the toys
down to the goodles. John
Portland choco-
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fors thought possible. He likes the
renl] soft ones, just as do the American
glirin, and the demand, especially sinoes

Portlamd began her assault on Orl-
ental trade marts, has proven axcep-
tionally good. The Pacific Coast Ilia-

cult company ship their Johnson's
chocolaten fn great arrmay to China
and find that thelr demand for one
and two-pound boxes of the select va-
rieties |s on the Inoreast Not only

lnim‘.‘i China take many of these can-
dies from this and other fa bt
they also ship to the Antipodes, to

clories,

Russia, Hawall and the Thilippine
isalands, Ona Chinese customer ecach
August sends in an order to u local
hovse that taxes thelr capacity for
woevern] weeks, an order that would Lo
considered a rich one by any flrm.
The old-fashlioned candien have

thelr vogue even today and each year
at thia season the Portland firma
=and out many cundy canes und much
of the old hard process swoels that
had the market befora the develop-
ment of the newer varieties, The
northwest district absorby a Ereat
amount of the local sweets, but Ore-
gon candleg of certain brands are
known the length and brosdth of the
land. especially the Individusl choc-
olgtes that were first put on the mar-
ket from this stale. The devalopment

of Lhe oriental sweetl lodlh I8 ex-
pocted Lo take eare of & greatly en-
Inrged output during the next year
It has been found that the native of
the cast In especlally fond of soft
awoeels with novel flavored centers
In the matier of cookies and other
conlections keeping qualitien forbid
tuking too Jong Journeys, and Lhen
enters the problem of mecting the
tastes of different sections of the
globe, the orlental seeming Lo pre
for hix riee cakes to other kinds
However, the world's stockings gri
a goodly portion of Portlund made

eonfections when they anre filled on

Chrisimag eve.

Tahle Danintfies Oregon Made,

But candies, toys and greens are nol
the entire Jist of Oregon’s producis
that are in demand throdghout the
world How about the Christmans
dinner, the succulent lurkey with
cranberry sauce and the hot mince
pie with cheese? Turlkeys thera are

in this state in flocks and ranchers
who specialize In this business raiss
them by hundrods with regular herd-
ars on the job, even somgp of thes
larger ranches using mounted herd-
¢rs. The cranberrios come In many
barrel lots from tne bogs along the
copst, eapecially Tlllamook and ClatL-
sop countles, and there are some Klzo-
able places now about Coos Bay, Port-
te be thoe shipper

land is estimated

of 175,000 pounds of mincameat Lhis
#oason, most of It leaving the eily
sevoral months ago. Whila mince

pies this year will, In many cases,
be short thelr punch from rum and
brandy they will be well flavored
with Oregon ciders and other [ruit
Julces.

Thig state will supply possibly the
great proportion of fruit julces for
the Christmas dripnk that will radi-
ate prohibitlon cheer Lhis year.
The loganberry and spple julca plants
have been confronted with ordars
that bhave taxed thelr capacity sev-
erals months past, and literally train.

joads of the flulds hava poured Lo
eastern poinis. The cheese that is
stieh a ecloge chum with Xmasny

hoi mince ple comoes in ton lots from
Tillamook, and this s In great de-
mand (n every Jocality It would seem,
Judging from thelr Inability Lo take
care of the demand.

Then thers Is the game Lhutl camen
from the state, Quite frequently in
the winter, Oregon places some good
pear on the murkel and the duck wnd
game bhird hunting in well complete.
bul some of tha resulls of the fall
shooting yel remaln In cold storage
Of course, no! & great deal of this
game goes out of the state. And
finally there lg Lhe Oriental Christ-
mas ship that docks hnore each your
the West Nomentum It was this sca-
won, and she came In December 15, but
did not bring nearly the amount of
toys and other Christmas goods that
usually i= imported In other yearw

Doutless Oregon supplies many
more essentials for the Christmas
celebration than those noted In ihis
article, but some Idea of the debt
that the rest of the world owes to
this state can be gained in this way

m lteu-uh a matter of a merey

v and » m New Year.
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