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ANTA CLAUS may be i reverad
S old soul in thre juvenlle world
and a spacious stocking a vital
necessity, but to youngsters in all
parts of the globe, especially in Amer-
{en, what would Christmas be without
that venerated emblem of the Yule-
tide—the Christmas tree? Once more
erowded business sections of our
thriving cities are becoming littered
with these reminders of the Christ-
mua sesson—sections that for more
than 11 months of the year are no
more remindful of nature’'s wonder-
land than is a crooked alley In the
slume remindful of a beautiful pass
in Yellowstone park.

The youngsters of Kankakee and
"Walla Walla derive the same Joy
from the Christmas tree as do their
young brothers and sisters of Chi-
eago, Boston and New York. North,
south, cust and west the spreading
evergreen with its springy branches
and deep green fragrant foliage will
ba grested witn thes enthusiansm and
exclumations of delight and joy on
Christmas morning.

Trimming the tree and making it
ready for the holidays is something
of a job, but compare it with the job
of supplying these trees to the nation
at large during the holiday eeason.

. Bach Christmas the United States
glong wused between four and five
million Christmas trees, according to
the estimnte of the forest service,
Yulted Stutes department of agri-
‘eulture.

Fruit Same Everywhere.
* The Christmas tree bears practl-
cally the same fruit the country over,
But the wvarlety of the tree [tself
viries according to locality. The fir

13 undoubtedly the Christmas tree par
excellence, especially in the north-
western and lake states, on account
of Its Jong horizontal spreading.

The latest event In navigation each
winter on the great lakeszs is the
*Christmas tree ship" bringing the
greenery from the upper peninsula
of Michigan to Chlcago or Detroit.
From there the trees are shipped to
varlous other . centers, after which
they. make their appearance in the
public markets preparatory to belng
decorated in festive style at the fam-
ily hearth. In the northeastern and
lake states balsam fir furnishes the
builk of the Christmas tree trade. In
the south the Fraser fir is the favo-
rite. In Colorado and other Rocky
Mountain states fir, though abundant,
is difficult of access and the lodge-
pole pine and occasionally the Doug-
las fir and Englemann spruce are
_used. On the Pacific coast the Christ-

- mas tree s often the white fir.

So, much s heard of the shortage of
“Jumber &t pressnt that the guestion
‘maturally arises as to whether the
cutting and use of these trees for
Christmas is not a grent waste and
whether steps should not be taken to
discourage or prohibit it entirely.
However, there need be little cause
for worry on this score. There may
be & shortage of lumber, but it wiil
in nowise effect the distribution of
Christmas trees. The,latter may fluc-
tuate in price, but they will never
bocome obsolete 25 an emblem of the

Treea Held for Use.
for doing away with the tree en-
, that is out of the question, ac-
~ to officiuls of the TUnited
‘department of agriculture. Ip
opinion the Christmas tree cus-
‘80 old, so well grounded and so

A that even If it were eco-

romic eomewhat Indefensible

" aspects will and ehould con-

3 to outwelgh economic consid-
1t is denied, however, that
the abandonment of the

» - -

Fold the cardboard on 'this cut so

| that the' two sides form right angles
with the bottom of the bed. The ecut
in the cardboard must come where
the sharp outside edge of this turn
is ‘When these creases are
mad lay the cardboard out flat
again, and cover both sides with cre-
tonne, sewing It around the edges as
described above. When covered again
turn up the sdges on the crease made
in the cardboard, and sew the head

forms the bottom and sides of the
bed. Where the head and foot join
the sides an overcasting stitch is
used. The bed |s complete, and ready
for the matiress and pillows. ]

Fig. 2 shows the chiffonjer. which
is made from two pleces of ard,
the patterns for which are given at
the right of the illustration. Cut the
pleces from the cardboard, And crease
on the dotted lines with a knife for
the corners ps described for the bed.
Cut two pieces of cretonne for each
plece of cardboard and cover
cardboard, as befors with the cre-
tonne. Fold the large plece of card-
board over to form the chiffonier, and
whip the two open edges together.
These edges are the left edge of the
back of the chiffonler, and the left
edge of the left side. Place the ree-
tangular piece forming the top in
place, and overcast it to the edges of
the base of the chiffonier. On the
front mark off spaces to represent
drawers, by making lines In an oui-
line stitch with colored thread or
drawing them with a colored pencil
Ssw on small buttons for the drawer
pulls.

» - [ ]

Fig. 3 illustrates two chairs, which
are made allke, except for the arm-
pieces on one of them. Cut tha pieces
for the chairs from the cardboard,
and crease as before. The seat, front
and two sides are all in one piece
Cover with ecretonne, and sew thae
neec ry edges together to form the

CoF A S

ecinls that trees are for use and that
there {8 nmo better use to which they
can be put that would contribute so
miuch to the joy of mankind as =
whole as their use by children on this
one great hollday of the year,

The cutting of the vast number of
Christmas trees used each sezson en-
tails very little waste in most cases,
despite the prevalent idea due to the
shortage of lumber. This |s so par-
cleularly in the northwestern states.
There a large proportion of the trees
ars cut from pasture lands on which
they ara encroaching or from land
which would be cleared up in the ord-
inary course of farm Iimprovement.
The trees would have Lo be cut in
any event.
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In most cases the indirect result of
the venerated custom of decorating
Christmas trees with timely toys, bon
bons, miniature candles and other ef-
fective accessories Is that the foresl
is improved. That the use of Christ-
inas trees is perfectly compatible
with the welfare of the forest is fully
proved by the practice In vogue In
European forests. There the cutting
of small trees for Christmas Is not
considered a menace to the forest. On
the other hand, the practice is be-
lieved to be a means for improving
the forest and also a source of reve-
nue. For thls reasow it is copstantly
encouraged and Christmas |s consid-
ered a merry season for more than
one reason.

SET OF FURNITURE FOR DOLL
EASILY MADE OF CARDBOARD

Mother of the Kiddie Will Find Enjoyment Mutual When She Finds
How Quickly Pretty Pieces Materialize.

chairs. A glance at the illustration
will show how this is done. ¥or theq
wing chair make the two arms and
sew them in place.

When selecting the oretonne for
this furniture, a light weight. is de-
sirable and the figure should be as
small and dainty as possible. Any
other figured light welght material
may be substituted. If the cardboard
is not of u heavy weight, the furni-
ture will soon become broken.

A Modern Kriss Kringle.

BY HAROLD BARNES.

Kriss Kringle laughs with a merry
Elee;

“F'1l fool the children this year,” says
he;

*They think I am coming with deer
and sleigh,

And jingle of bells, in the same old
way.

"Tis time that my reindeer were given

8 rest,

And my sleigh is old and not &t its
best;

And the .boys and girls—there are
milllons more

Than there used to be in the days of
yore. .

From housze to house I must speed
with might

To finieh my work in & single night.”

“But I'll do it,"” he says, with & Know-
ing wink,

As he opens his hangar—and what do
you think;

There stands in its shed like a wait-
ing train,

The finest brand of an asroplane.

It i roomy and strong and it holds
with ease

The tHousund and one pretty things

that plesse

The good little children throughout

the land,

the arctic zone to the coral

strand.

From

Then he looks at his watch and he
looks at the moon,

And he says to himself, “I must start
very soon.”

So he puts on his headgear, his gEog-

gElea and coal;

Tucks in his white beard from his

breast to his throat,

Then sp#ings to his place in the big

asroplans

As nimbly ns though he were twenty

again.

He straps himself {n very tight and
secure,

“In order,” he says, “that I'll be very
sure

Not to slip from my seat and go

whirling through space—

¥For a fall from such heights might

disfigure my faceM

He turns on the motor; anon comes
the whirr
Of spinning propeller, and then the
glad stir
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trated is sure to please the heart
of any wee kiddle, ipd mother
can makg the entire set in a surpris-

Cut two pieces from the oretonns to
cover the head of the bed, and two
to cover the t:)ol.. d

board. Place the pleces
on each side of the piece ngt a::;hmra
which forms the head of the bed

Of the wheels as they move o'er the
hard frozen enow.

As swift as the eagle, It circles and
climbs

The far dizzy helghts of the air; and
betimes

Bt. Nicholas gldes to the south as he
speeds

On his mission of love; for he knowsa
of the needs

And the wishesiof all
chance to be late
He chuckles, then cries out,
b-o~y, this is great!

“There's no
“Oh,

O'er ice-coveared (fields where the

Eskimos ramble,

Whers blizzards are born and where
polar bears scramble;

He speeds like the wind, till, his

quick journey ending,

“wfe time,” mutters Santa, “that I

were descending.”

The outline of houses appears soon

in sight.

“And now,” murmurs

time to allght”

Santa, “‘tis

He knows how to do Ilt—his skill Is
the proof,

Az he settles with ease on the top of
a roof.

The stockings he fills with a genuine

oY,
And pours out a blessing on each
girl and boy.
Then listening a moment,
on his toes
And quick as & flash up the chimney
he goes.
He springs to bhis seat, sets the motor
to purring,
Calls out “M-s-r-r-y Christmas!* to’
any one stirring. .
At last with the dawn all his journe
is done. A
“Ah-ha,” shouts St. Nicholas, “now
for some fun!" .

he turns

So saying, he noses his plane to the
sky,
And swiftly and gracesfully clambers

on high:
Remains in the alr for a moment
brief,
Then f&?“u drops like a falling

Then near to the sarth you could hear
him ecall

“Kries Kringle Is here! M-e-r-r-y
» Christmas to all!™
Then he clambers agaln to the aky-
And :Igl his asroplane straight
u es
toward home, - 1S

and foot in place to this piece which

the |-

and then disappeared. Again in 1918,

third magnitude; then it brightenod
agaln somewhat, and remalined so for
a week, but then slowly declined until

with the naked eye.

long Bgo as 1888, when It was of the

acted like a variable star, sometimes
hovering on the vergs of naked eyé
vistbllity.
timated in thousands of “light years”
and while the composition of Its gases
has been fo a

place perhaps more than 1000 years

STRANGE STAR

UNKNOWN TO ASTRONOMERS

OF BETHLEHEM

IS

Nothiuin]lumﬁml_lulm?oudto&mm With Astral
Guide That Led Wise Men of East to Manger.

v

BY HENRY HUIZINGA.
OT long ago I wvislted an aslro-

N nomlcal observatory with a
friend and we saw thore, hang-

ing on the wall, & beautiful picture of
a group of old-time oriental travelers
on camels jowrneying through the
desert. Their eager gaze s directed
townrd = brilllant star that is shin-
ing before them. I asked the vener-
able and wise astronomer o explain
to me the nature of that wonderful
stiar, but the aged starguser answered
without hesitation:

“1 don't know anything about it"

Fit subject for poets and painters,
yot sclence has been unable to solve
the riddle of Il being.

Some plous persons have given a
wooden interpretation to the text and
have seen in the Star of Bothlehem &
special mirsculous creation which
appeared to the Wise Men In the
East, and, like the pillar of cloud in
ancient Jewish history, went before
them all their long journey to Pales-
tine, where It hovered close to earth
arnd stoed directly over the house
where the Savior was born. This does
not accord with the usual workings
of God's providence nor seem the most
of Matthew's

natural explanation
story.
L] L L]
The history of astronomical sei-
the

ence can give us some light on
subject of special stars different
from thoste which we ordinurily sée
in the nightly skles. There are met-
eors, which alwavs attract attention,
which sométimes ara of unususi
brilllancy end seem to linger om our
vision. But a meteor of a few sec-
onds would not likely stir up Lhese
men versed In astrological sclence to
such an arduous journey. Comets
have been thought of, but none of re-
markable brillianey can be assigned
to the period of Ckrist's birth
Some mstronomers have conjectured
that the celestial object which in-
splred the Mag! was a new, or tem-
porary, star, known =&s Novi. Many
suchk have beesn recorded in the his-
In November,

tory of astronomy.
1572, Tycho Brahe, Danlsh astrono-

mer, had his attentlion drawn to &
new and bright star in the northern
heavens near the constellation Cas-
slopeia.
L] L ] L

It is a remarkable fact that for
more than 300 years no new star any-
where nearly so brilllant appeared
to reward the curious gaze of astron-
omers, now armed with the precise
ingtruments of the latest sejentific
intention. Small new stars have not
been uncommon. One in 1332, ap-
pearing near Capella, and another in
1901, a little west of that star, at.
tained a temporary brightness of the
first magnitude for only a few hours

on June 8, a very bright new star ap-
peared near Altair, as bright as Altalr
and nearly white. The next night it
was almost as bright as Sirfus. After
that it steadily declined until a week
later it was only of the second magni-
tude: the next week it was of the

in September it could barely be seen
Now here sclencse
comes in to help us, for by a careful
examination of photographic plates
we find a record of that star from as

tenth magnitude.
For the last 30 years that star has

Its distance has been es-

certaln extent ascer-
ecertained, astronomers have not been
able to tell why It appeared so bright
on the 9th of June., We must be re-
minded that what we saw on June
8, 1918, was something that had taken

bafore.
- - L ] -

This phase of the subject has at-
tracted scholarly investigators re-
garding the remarkable events so
simply told by the gospel writer. The
great Kepler was the first to deter-
mine from learned caloulations that in
the seventh year before our era (pos-
sibly the actual year of the birth of
our Lord), there was not one but
there were three remarkable conjunc-
tions of the planets Juplter and Sat-
urn In the sign of the Zodiae, known
as Plsces. Wiessler, Edersheim, the
Munter and others have writ-
ten volumes on this strangely fasci-
nating subject: while an English
clergyman, the Rev. C, Pritchard, has
in recent years, with the help of the
astronomer royal at Greenwich, gone
over all previous calculations, so that
we now know as much about ths con-

strange indeed; and it is, in fact a
most unusual happening.

It Is & most remarkable fact, ascer-
tained from many sources, thut It
wus the belief of both Jewish and
Chaldsun astrologers thal a conjunc-
tion of planets in Pisces always de-
noted the greatest and most noble
events. A peculiar confirmation of
this notion came to light from the
writings of a Jew, Abarbanel, who In
the middle of the 15th eentury A. D.
belleved that the Jews” Messiah would
then appear, because there was then
a conjunction of two planetk in Pisces.
He did not believe in Jesus Christ, nor
did he know anything about the fact
that such a conjunction hud ocourred
before the birth of the Saviour whom
he rejected.

We may suppose that the Magi saw
the first of thege conjunctions on May
29 +in their far-away eastern homa,
perbape on the plains of Babyilonia,
and belng wonderfully Impressed they
ascertalned from devout Jewlish
neighbors something of the Messlanic
hope, and thus after due and extend-
ed .preparations they went on that
strange journey to the capital of the
Joews' country. Something more than
five months may have elapsed before
they reached Jerusalem, riding upon
“pure white camels,”™ taller than any
that had ever been scen befors. The
buckles of their camels’ bridies weore
of gold, while their caparisons were
of rlch embroldersd silk. Thelr com-
ing to Jerusalem on the morning of
December § caused a considerable
sensation, while thelr wonderful
sllence was brokem only Dby the
strange question: *Where s he that
e born King of the Jews?™ und the
more elrange explanation: “For we
have seen his stor In the east!"

The consultation of the rabbis and
the wicked designs of Herod kepl
them there the remainder of the day,
wnd when In tle evening after sun-
set they sat off for the little village
of Bethlehem, lo! the star which they
had seen in the east appearsd directly
before them. By careful caléulations
it & found that at that very hour
these two planets, now in comjunction,
would be a little past the meridian,
and therefore in the very direction
that Bethlehem Is from Jerusalem,
appesaring thus to guide them In &
remarkable manner to the very place
where the infant king of the Jews,
the Savier of the word, was then
abiding.

The most plausible explanation of
such stars is that thils sudden blazing
forth is caused by the head-on col-
llsfon of two enormous stars. Jusl
as the collision of two trains sets on
fire all combustible materials within
reach, so these huge dead stars, burnt
out and dark, but still moving
through space with the same ter-
rifle speed that they did millions of
yvears before, when thelr light was
undimmed, will make a tremendous
bonfire that can be witnessed here
at Lhis great distance many Years
after its occurrence. That some such
star as we have described would at-
tract the attention of ancient seers
who were versed in astrology and
were devoutly seeking to interpret
each strange phenomenon, and that
they would seize upon an anclent
Jewlsh prophecy, learned from the
scattered tribes of Israel, is not diffi-
cult to believe. Yet to uphold this
opinion wg¢ have not a single shred of
historical evidence, for there Is no
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Candles Still a Necessary
Home Illuminant,

Artistic Value of Old-Fashioned
Light as Great asn Fver, .

VERY modern housekeeper real-

Izes the artistle value of candles
—tall, dignified candles In colonial
sticks for living room and hall, grace-
ful candles In sllver holders for the
dlnt‘:;c room, gay candles In sconces
for milady's chamber mnd the guest-
room, and sturdy candles in handily

plcked up sticks for = trip to the
cellar or & dark storeroom.

Even though the eleetric current
never falle, you cannot get along
without candles about the home—
though you use them only for thelr
decorative value. Fine llnen and pld
muahogany absolutely demand the
stately presence of white candles:
and, by the way, only white candies

are conaidered best taste for the din-
Ing room. Colored ones may be used
when an occasion calls for a special
color scheme In table devcoration, but
white cundles only should grace théd
Hepplewhite or Sheraton sldeboard
They may be in the squars coloninl
shape or In the twisted Adam design

For the living room are square
candles, und their color should match
the color scheme of the room. Plano
eandles are symmetrical very tull af-
falrs that give a clear, non-fllekaring
flame. In the bedrooms Renalssance
candles which ¢ome in old gold, old
rose, various blues, green, mMaluve,
yollow and orange are charming.
Bayberry candles with thelr graceful,
tapering shape and soft green color
are suitable for rooms furnished with
colonial mahogany. Among the faney
candles are the red ones In merry
Christmas hue, the birch-bark can-
dles, delightful for bungalows, the
yellow candles, delightful for coun-
try houses, and the yellow candles
shaped eoxactly llke an ear of corn
and designed especially for Thanks-
giving use.

- -

One's veil must be either long like
a scarf, or round, like a table center-
plece—but never square. Square vells
are going out of fashion, The round
lace vefls drape very gracsfully from
small and medium gized hats. The
scarf wveils are draped around the
hat and the veil ends are brought
round in front and twisted about the
throat. Heavy wool embroldery Is
used on veils In combination with
dalnty shadow embroldery done with
hand-run threads, Chenille dots are
particularly well llkad and Chantilly
veils are almost a craze. Many of
the small" hats have dyed Chantllly
fluttering In a short flounce-vell from

the brim.

So many people who yearned for
the smurt effect of a long string of
pearls ngainst a dark bodlce have in-

record of any such new star any-
where near the birth of Jesus Christ.
- L - s

Thera Is still another kind of ce-
lestin! phenomenon that has from old
attracted the attention of star gazers
and was held in ancient times to have |
the deepest religious significance. It
i$ not so0 spectacular, and ls, in fact, |
a fairly common occurrence, 1 refer |
to the conjunction of two bright |
planets, such as we ourselves have
often witnessed. There ars special
reasons to balieve that a close con-
junction of planets under exceptional
clreumstances might well lead the
minda of those anclent seers, whose
menta] egipgment was o sirange mix.

ture of wisdom and superstition, te
speculate on Its Influence on the
world's afafira.

U.'B?}CNTE Congh.
— r s
Keep a box handy.

“Hundreds of lives are in my
care—I can’t be disturbed by an
irritating cough.” :

Makers of the World Famous Candy and Cocoa.

vested in the omrved Ivory or while
eorn] beads that these necklaces are
beginning to be a bit hackneyed
Beautiful pear! beads af really good
quality are never hackneyed, and they
continue to please fashlon perfectly
But ahe prefers gay-colored, beaded
ffbbon ornaments with odd ahapes
and tassals to the dead white coral
or ivory beads in long strinegs

N

‘Red Feather
Complexion
" Powder

Contains certain ingredients which
make it distinctively perfect,
irhn&nnmu_rycd&n’ngqmlity.
[ acts as an astringent, contracting
the pores of the skin and i
dutbabynﬁ&n:;“

It is daints t.

It couldn’t L better, though the price
awere multiplied by ten,

A generous size box for s0c.

How to Make Pine
Cough Syrup at Home

s no for prompt resulls.
Tokes » moment o
and saves you .

Pine is used in nearly all ip-
tions and remedies for coughs, -
reason s that pine contains several
elements that have & remarkable
effect in soothing and healing the
membranes of the throat and chest

Pine wugh ayrups are combinations
of pine and syrup. The “syrup” part
is usually plain sugar syrup.

To muke the beat pine
that money can ML': put 215 ounces
of Pinex in n pint bottle, and 8il Bp

r
you can use elarified molasses, honoy,
or corn syrup, instead of nuian yrup.
Either way, you make & full pint—
thas you can buy ready:
for three times the money.
and tantes very




