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Here’s the Shocking and

Expensive Solution Society
Is Finding for the Problem
of Mismated Marriages.

Mra. Jennle Emmet French has just
been granted a divorce from Wil-
Ham Hartoa French, and under the
terma of settlement her aliowance
will be $62,000 m ycar.

vorce

BY HELEN HOFFMAN.

PPONENTS of divorce and all di-
O laws will be gratified to

note that cost of alimony
has reached the $100,000-a-year mark
and m g0 even higher. They will
be agree that when the
cost of a divorce, which genarally in-
cludes alimony, reaches a prohibitive
figure, then divorces will quite
out of style.

The §$100,000-a-year divorce seattle-
ment was not attributed, however, to
the leniency of a sympathetic divoree
judge Instend it was due to the
liberality of the husband in the case.
Following the newly established so-
ciety <¢ode of making 3 handsome
sctilement upon the wifa from whom
the courts were eoled Lo part him,
he mrda i lowancs of $100,000
® vear, therehy breaking all records
in the alimony line.
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is & well-establishaed fact
society that
the hands their huhbands
wouild ordinarily at the
Justicve, which, to the wire,
means the divorce court.
Many judges bhave in scat? ing Lterms
scored the applicants for heavy ali-
mony, claiming that m« womuan who
dosires release from a husband is no
longer entitled to hia support.
Justice Charvies 1. Guy of New
York in dlscussing an extraordinary
divorce case, malo: “If murriage in a
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lottery, we should not make the capi-
uxurious allmony. A wife
to cancel the marriage
under which she has ceriain
recognized obligations as well as
rights, expect to enjoy all
the benafits of a happy and success-
ful married She i3 mot entitied
to & life of case and luxury without
eguivalent obligationss The law ac-
cords her rensonable and proper sup-
port for the station in life which she,
3 & married woman has occupled and
based largely upon her former hus-
band's resources, but is not en-
titled to any fixed percentage of his
income for life

Many judges throughout the coun-
try whose days are occupied with lis-
téening to marital discords, voice sim-
flar opinions to Judge Guy in the
question of alimony.
Not only judges, but leading fem-
inista as well, have scored the ali-
taker, and now with full poll-
tlegl enfranchisement, should women
come to sit on the bench, the woman
alimony applicant would likely fare
even worse at the hands of the court
than =x£he does sl presant. Crystal
Eastman Benedici, a leader among
feminist speakers and writers, echoss
the opinion her colleagues when
she declares: “Alimony Is not thought
of by a real feminist. Tha whole
purposa of tha feminiet movemant s
to get rid of the parasite woman.™
But, of course, in such matters, even
the feminist movement is not apt to
control or infiluencs a change, sa long
as hubby, who can afford It, desires
to see his divorced wife kept in comm-

tal pr
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must mot

life.

she

mony

of

fort.
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if not In luxury, and thus reflect
generosity and, it might well be
noticed in many deplorable cases, per-
haps his forgilveness for the woman
who has suffered to put him out of
her life.

As extraordinary as the generosity
of voung French was that of Liyman
B. Xendall, whose sum of slimony
pald 1o his wife recently, made most
allmony parers look mean and nig-
gardly. Aside from property wvalued
at $4,500,000, Mr. Kendall alloted to
his wife an annual income of $100,000
as long a=z she lives, and with this he
guve his very good wishes for her
happiness,

After being married some years the
Kendalls drifted apart, according to
his statement, becauses he preferrad
the quizst life of his stock farm in Vir-
glnia, while =he delightsed in New
York soclety. Kendall mads his for-
tuneg after he married his wife, and
therefore felt, no doubt, that she was
entitied to some of it even though
they chosz to go their separite wavs
after It had accumulated.

Vasgt, Indeed, are stme of the sums
paid lo beautiful women who can-
celed thelr marriage contract with
a |!h.'<:r‘c¢,

Perhaps tha lurgest sum of allmony
ever pald outright, was that settled
on the former Mra. Jechn Jacob Astor,
when she divoreced Colonel Astor.
Thia sum amounted to F10,000,000,
Mr=. Astor Is living off this generous
locome in England today, where she
recantly took on a titla by marrying
Lord Ribblesdale,

New York society some years ago,

e —

The former Mra. John Jacob Aster, mow the bride of Lord Ribblesdnle,

—Cop¥right by Central News Photo Service,

received $10,000,000 from Colonel

Astor when the divorce seiltlement was made.
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The record-brenking alimony received
by the divorced wife of Lyman B.
Kendnll gives bher an allowance of
F100,000 a yenr for life,
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H. G. WELLS, WRITER OF FICTION,
NOW TURNS PEN TO HISTORY

Napoleon Described as Most Illuminating Figure, but Adventurer and
Weakling.

A- History.”

Speaking of the end of the French
revolution, he says “The ebb of this
tide of revolutlon in the world, this
tide which had created the great Re-
public of America, and threatened to
submerge all European monarchles,
was at hand., It = gs if somsthlng
had thrust up from beneath the sor-
face of affairs, made a gigantic effort
and spent Itself’”

He gives, with rare vision, the
cause of this fallure, mot the sxcel-
lence cof the new ideas, but ths fact
that “men were unprepared for the
créatlive opportunities this clearance

ave them.™

In other wurds, to reform mankiad

»

recelve It
He accurately

ent industrial ferment.

MARVELOUS and fascinating|you must not only give them a new
book Is H. G. Wells' “Outline of ! idea, but must prepare their minds to

diagnoses our pres-
For

the

French revolution was at the bottom
an attack on privileges and property,

*but,” he adds,

“even now this orit-

lelsm of property. Is still a vast and

passionate ferment rather
sclance.”

“And now,”

than a

he says of Napoleson,

“we come to ona of the most {llumin-
ating figures of history, an adventur-
er and a4 wrecker. Against the back-
groond of confuslon and stress and

hope, thils

strained and heaving

France and Europe, this stormy and
tremendous dawn, appears , a _dark

little archalc pejsonage,

con-

pact, capable, unscrupulous, Imitative
and neatly vulgar."

Of how ¥rance welcomed him he
says: “The public was In that state
of moral fatigue when a strong and
honest man is called for, a wonderful,
Impossible healing man who will do
everything for everybody."

Napoleon, however, had "Jullus
Caesar rather than Washington In the
back of his mind."”

The Corsican had a rare opening of
destiny. "“Now, surely hers was op-
portunity such as never came t0o man
before. Here wasg a position In which
a man might well bow himself and
gerve God and msan to the utmost.”

Napoleon was capable of no such
high emprise. Instead of measuring
up to his fate he *could do no more
than strut upon the creat of this
great mountiln of opportunity like a
cockerel upon a dunghill™
4 Here follows one of the most vivid
and plercing descriptions of all litera-
ture, *“The figurs hse makes in his-
tory is one of almost Incredible self-
conceit, of vanity. greed and cunning,
of ecxllous contempt and disregard of
8]l who, trustad him, and of s gran-
dicses aplng of s Alexaader and
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