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Hop Growers Rainbow Comes With Prohibition

National Drouth Brings Paradoxical Prosperlty to Grow-
ers of Necessary Ingredient for Beer.
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Market Dream Sdrpassed.
At one time, aboutl ten YeaArs ago,
Oregon had 30,000 acres In hops—to-
day Lthere are bgtween 12,000 and 1%~
000 acres producing In the Stats,
When the industry was at Its climax
hure the production ran about 160,000
200-pound a year, This year
will likely plsce about 60,500
on the market. In the old times
it was a gamble of the bilggest type,
this growing of hops, with the varied
fluctuations in price and no stability
Today the grower scems to bs play-
ing a sure thing, If such exists
Twanty-five-cent hops used to be
the dream of ¢ rancher of old and
he made good profits st 6 and T cents
& pound. Talk of 25-tent hops today
and you will be met with a sneer,
even 46-cent hops have been reached
and passed and the Indications are
that this yeur's crop wlll market at
60 cents or even better, depegding on
ninrket conditions. What the profits
may be filgured by the average
who ¢an keep track of rising
costs in production and keep sight, at
the same time, of the fact that the
growars of old made good money at
& cents. Hops have sold as low as 2
¢ents a pound Iln Oregon, or §4 a bale.
AL $30 a bale the grower seemed to
huave reached the limit of hia imagina-
tion, but with Loday's possible orest
price of $5120 per bales the ralnbow’s
eud and the big pot of gold for the
Oregon grower gBeems to have been
reached.
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Panle Causes Lost Fortunos.

Four years ago none of the men in
this state who had mads it thelr life
work to grow hops and had their
moreags planted would have given
even the shortsst of songa for their
chinces of gain: The onward engulf-
ing sweep of prohibition threatencd
to Emather them In its dry dust, Call-
fcrnia, to the south of us, only last
your bad a similar experisnce, only
on a greatly magulfied scale, when
the citizens of that stale wept in
horror of thelr fate with the aespoil-
ing of the wine grape Industry when
the nation became an arid desert.
Grape growere there, like hop grow-
ers here, sold their vineyards for a
pong, as the hop ranches had gona be-
fore them, or turned their land over
to the wscarifying. biades of gang
plows. Blind, unreasoning fear af-
fected them all and they go! ocut from
onder, dodged disaster by a halr-
breadth as they both thought, and
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today all who became infected by the
panic are buslly engaged in kicking
themselves or trying to get back in
lhe game they abandoned.
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Other Natlons Have Drink
Prohibition has
wide, thia

not been world-
is the malin answer. Thes

of the market on simllar grounds
couses hare asg far as any similarity
between hopa and grapes exista
Grapes have found other uses, for no
matter how spirited may be the con-
tention that' a great proportion of
the product of the wineyards and
ranches s belng ussd in the sob rosa
creation of unlawful beverages, the
producers agree that only a small
proportion of the output Is belog
ugad in this manner.. With the ad-
vent of prohibition people have de-
manded some substitute for the drink
that used to cheer, something that at
least was palatable and would sub-
due thirst, If not quench It. Longk
accustomed to the taste of certain
standard types of drinks, manufao-
turers got busy and created new
concovtions that In appearance and
tusts resembled the beverages of
yore, 1f minus their kick. These
drinks have proven exceedingly pop-
vlar and & new clara of drinkers
have sprung up, for the woman of
today has her innocous tipple In com-
pany with man, and a host of moft
drink palaces and bars have bean the
rezult in all sections of the nation,
catering to the new demand It is
the concensus of opinion among pure-
veyors that quantity fluld consump-
tion has Increased In the country to-
day, and munufacturers of the mod-
ern goft drink are gettlng more
money for their product than was
pald for the snappy potions of 18519
(Oregon 1§15).

This newly created business Is ab-
sorbing the major portion ef Califor-
nia's grapes. Dry, they are shipped

broadcast: the sulce, unfermented, to-

expianatiog of tha ﬂlr{ernnl, phases

day has an almost insatiable market,
and-the raisin Indostry has also taken
a8 new Jlease on life. "Whether the
bootleg manufacturers or the home
wine plaots absorb enough of this
output to be a serlous eclement for
consideration is s matter of doubt,
though it is rdmitted that dry grapes
are freshened and used in wine mak-
ing. Halsine are the favored mode
for imparting some little tinge of
wild life to thes home product, and
even the unfermented julces are mada
use of by those who work them over
Wwith the addition of cartaln carefully
gunrded ingredients for the produc-
tion of draughts that have a real
punch.

Hop Is Heal Outlaw,

Encugh for the grape. It has a2
slde of respectabiilty that makes it
posxzible for marketing in all recti-
tude. Not =0 the outlaw hop. It is
used in making beer or similar drinks.
Oregon hops, bright in color, have
been In great demand the world over.
especially in the preparation of light
ales, for which they are especially
adapted. In England many of the
brewers would be lost did they not
have their stoek of Oregon hops for
their necessary blending, and it i=
just this little ingredient from far
across the sea that glves them thetlr
little endeariog touch of palatability
that lingers on the tongue of the
drinker.

Henry Guineas & Sona, Ltd., of
Dublin make what ix admitted to be
one of the best branas of stout in
the worid. Their plant is & modal
one, visitors _nlways welcome. Uni-
formed guidés wake charge of the par-
ties, tell of the greatneas of the
Guiness family, and then exhlbit the
plant in Its entirety, Entering the
malting rpoom, the tall, uniformed
irishman Yin charge will gather his
party together and ask them to comse
close while he exhiblts the compo-
nent parts of the finished stout.

Tribute Pald to Oregon.

"“Haarr In thes kase™ ha extolls
with an Iinimitable brogue, “we find
th' Ingredients that go to th' makin®
of Guiness famed atouts and porthers.
This ia the rale Orizsh malt, this th'
corn, these dark hops are th® Kentlsh
hops and these brite ones th
rarsst and most select hops in th'
worrold, th' Orregon (with a most de-
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lightful roll that makes you home-
sick) hops from th' staate of Oregon
in the United Shtates of America,
which is far on th' wastern coost of
that land across th" sea.”

And today it Is England that 1s
creating the market for Cregon's
hops. 1t is the buyers from that
country who are after the product of
the Willameite valley ¥ards this year,
and they early Invaded the district and
contracted for as much a=z they could
Many farmers, of course, held out for
more money, §0 cents a pound did not
appeal to them, and some may have
gat more. Anyhow, they had hopes
that the market would reach a 75-
cent peak this fall and they might
not have been such bad guessers if
the trouble with exchange had not
dropped up at this time. With the
English pound sterling quoted today
at practically one-third off, It Ii=
nearly Imposasible for the buyers from
that eountry to compete in lhe_open
market, as this meana that they have
to pay 60 cents for hops plus one-
third off in exchange, this meaning
that by the time they get thelr prod-
uct 1nid down In their own breweries
they have easily reached more than a
dollar a pound with freights and
packing charges. No matter how
much tha Englishman loves his beer,
it is doubtful if he can afford to pay
such an exhorbitant price for it In
other words starve In order to drink

Grewers Are In Quandary,

This has put the Oregon grower be-
tween the devil and the deep =en, for
he is In a real quandary. There are
a number of dealers who are willing
to take a chance and contract hops
at the prevalling market, but the
rancher, sometimes, does not care to
deal with them: he is holding out for
more. If rates of exXxchange are ad-
justed he will doubtless get 1t, al-
ways providing he does not have to
sell at the market in order to get the
cash., In this event the dealer will
either get the raise should it come,
or get it in the neck If It falls. The
market situation Is in an impasse
today, both sides trying to walt the
other out.

Hop plcking in Oregon has always
had its side of appeal to many as a
source of ready and substantial in-
come at a time when It was noeded.
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Field Conditions Show Change.

An outing in the hop fislds is not
an ptional thing, though more
and more people nowadays are prone
to take It as an axperiment. The
old-timers kaow what it means and
go there for what there is in It Ten
years ago, when Oregon ralsed bump-
er crops, the plckers: came from far
and wide, brought their own blankets,
foraged for themselves, had thelr own
tents or slept on brush beds in the
open and were content to pick the
cleanest kind of hops for 50 cants n
hundred. Today they get model
camps, thesir firewood is furanished
them, stores and supply depots are
at each camp, they ara taken from
their homes to the flelds and returned
and pald at the rate of §1.50 per hun-
dred. Last year there was a scarcity
in pickers, this year the labor situ-
ation ls excelient and managers of
yards have had to exercise discretion
to preven: overloading with help
Water s piped to severa!l of the near-
by model camps and the shed houses
are well constructed. ssparated from
sach other to Insura privacy and sven
straw furnished for beadding. Ped-
dlers and wagon dealsrs wisl the
yvards several times dally with all
manner of foodstuffs and the man-
agement places an automobile at the
disposal of the pickers to rum thelr
town errands. Mall service is usually
of tha best.

The season generally lasts from 10
to 22 days, depending on the help and
size of the crop, and s weall under
way now. The plckera stop betwean
showsers but do not seem to mind the
molsture and are right at their job as
soon as the rain has ceased. Eurly
morning picking Is favored by many,
sa they hold that they gst better
walght when the dew I=s on the vines.
The same belief governs those who
get out right after g showar. The
practice In the yards in this section
is to plant the hops In hills and then
train the v'nea so Lthat they will
climb posts and then run along wires
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Winter Funds Amnassed.

Good pickers
gnther

in tha fizlde
400 pounds up dally.
the dnlly waAga
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In excess
sinted hours
those who are keen
work long shifts.
should be abla to g r 300
daily and many coug s in the
ecarn $11 a day or better. Take
amount for three weeks nod
follow on to the next open harvest
and through the six weeks of
seanscon, the winter excheguer has
eral hundreds of dollars and
who did the work a good
tone with little expsnee
There are certain p
women especially, who get out on the
hop harvest each They
usually well known ranche
and are In demand Fl
has been proven not near
clent as are these people
or nearby residents also
help and in many places look on the
money 2arned In thlis way as a w
fall. The city people who take
open and follow the harvests
have any definite programme
sehedule and make thelr
along as thelr fancy dictates.
who used to come and heip aro seld
seon nowadays, as they are not en-
couraged. The old-fashioned Indian
hop picker camsa In atats all his
family, doga and cattie and the owner
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However, the gypay life of the frees
harvests will alwayg bes attractive
and thers will always be people who
will tnke it up and the healthy labor
it bringsa The protlem in Oregon
now Is to gst more city people out In
the fields If possibla.

Amateur Brewers Waste Hops.

Not having the skill or abillty of
the professional brewer the home ex-
pert of today, at least until he has

progressed far enough along to master | re

the art, manages (o use twice the
gquantity of hops necessary in the
making of good beer. Thizs causes a
waste, but how much of the crop
goes into these channels is a matiar
of doubt. Hops are a quesr com-
modity and many bales hava been heald
in storage by breweriea ajl over the
country that are just belng released
and placed on the marketr Tt Is pon-
sible today to go Into several places
that cater to the home trade in Port-
land and- buy bops lo varlous slsed
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