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MAEING IT HARD FOR HIM

In the last number of the Harney
County News are three disconnected |
articles which, wa think, be
combinad to fell a story.

One is the announcement by the
eounty agent of a field day at the
agricultural experiment station, in
which it is promised that all who
come will be shown how the soll of
Harney county, by proper use, can
be made to produce 50 bushels of
barley to tha acre, three tons of
alfalfa in the first cutting.

Another is an article telling of the
projectad establishment of an air-
mail service on September 1 between
Naw York and San Francisco,

The third an editorial on the
eancellation of the mail clerk serv-
ice on the Ontario-Crane branch of
the Oregon Short line with the com-
ment that Horney county had more
dependable matl service thirty years
ngo, when mall deliveries were by
stage over routes the longest In the
country.

Harney county iz tha center of a
wvast arez in central Oregon which
fnvites developmeant. The agricul-
tural problems the are different
perhaps from the of nny other
paction. It Is the effort of one pub-
lie ngency to solve these problems
and bring this great area into a state
of production for the benefit’ not
alone of those who seek farm lromes,
but of the folk within the cities of
ens wast who are now paying a high
price for the halt in agricultural de-
velopment.

Meanwhile another publie agency
hampers this progromme by ocur-
tailing mall service down to o con-
dition less satisfactory than that of
the stnge route service of ploneer
days. The rural communities strfig-
gling against isolations that cannot
fit present be helped are to have
further isolatlon imposed upen them,
while the same department tickles
the fancy of the grent population
genters with an alr mall service.

In another connection it has been

out in ¢z columns that
despi the apparent movement fre
the farm to the city, & land hung
exists In fact. It was {llustrated by
countless inquiries concerning a re-
cent opening of rallroad land grants
in Orogon and 1 the mgny pathetic
instances ‘wherein former soldler
boyva flocked to this state on- the
chnnce, In fact virtually . hopeles
that they might acquire farms. Ther
is still much unapproprinted govern-
ment Inand in Oregon, but it is in the
sparsely-settled distri and physi-
cil and ¢ conditions mnke Its
use fas m for scientific solution.
The ¢ al collegs and the gov-
arnm ultural department de-
yole money and bralns to the latter |
PUrpOLe.

For homes on the land men and
woman will andure necessnry hard-
ships. But neadless hardships, even
though comparatively small, become
galiing and finally discourage cffort.
The railroads have now penetrated
central Oregan, but only two lines
venture timidly into this area, which
s as large as the state of Ohlo. Failr
means for giving ce Oregon
adegquate mail v would
rélleva some of the tedlum of com-
parative are thus available
and thess improved by
davelopme automobile. But
thore is a Inck of co-operation and
heélpfulness in one of the depart-
ments of the government. <Tt ef-
forts of other agenclies are
discounted . by ndifference. It
hampers rather than helps the back-
to-the-land ent. But It has
monesy to alr mail between
conters of aalation. The eity
i to be given tbu inestimable
ure of contem ting his lette:
of marve over thes wond
modern inver n.

How romantic to look upon an en- |
velope and realize that this scrap of
paper has traveled across the conti-
nant on the wings of a hird! But
the farmer can walt for his news-
papears and letters, and 4o without
his romanes, FPossibly Mr. Burleson
bellevea the farmer should not be
yermitted to read at nll., The food
shortage requis all his time In the
fields. .
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BACTERIA IN WAR.
The American surgeon
London recently predicted that
next war would be won by the
possassing the most thorough knowi-
odge of destructive itins
of buctertn has certnl of the
medical journals of two countries to
disoussing the que on serious but
12 i=-liy no mea 1o first to Indulpe |
In this line of fancy. It was H. G.|
Wella, If miemory serves, who first
suggested the Infinite advantage the
nation would po #% which could de-
vulop & deadly ray, and t
beenn worked and reworked In a
score of forms. It Is interesting to
discover that writers who have given
thoughtful considerntion to the sub-
ject have nearly always coupled the
employment of diseasg germs and
kindred ngeficies with the decline of
chlvalry and of regard for surviving
remnants of  distinction between
combatanta and "h‘rl'l*l.Ql“lx.'.l&ll.:'l‘ll:‘! in
war. For waging war?! by ' ¢reanting
epldemics would necessarily include
entire populations, sparing individ-
unls because of neither age nor sex.
The 4drift in this direction may
bave set in longer ago than we now
appreciate. The death of Lord Neil-
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violation of the laws of “civilized”
warfare, though no modern pation
now hesitgtes to employ sharp-
shooters on the masts of ships If this
wll! serve its purpose. But the real

inte of departure from the old tro-
ditlons may besald to be that of the
battle of ¥Ypres, in which the Ger-
mans made their first gns attack.
That they wers subsaquently beaten
at their own ganme Is beside the point,

down all sidea'were freg to engage in
the practice. We now know that‘in
the next war there will in all proba-
bility be elaborate provision for gus
offensives, as well as for defense
agninst them, >

**The final form of gas warfare, as
I regard " sald Major - General
Hmln'cn Hm British expert, "is germ
warfare There are none, parhaps,
in this age of wonders who will de-
clare that this Is impossible, but it
will bs borne In mind al=o that
stience can hardly discover enough
concerning diseass germs to permit
their use—as an imaginative writer,
for exnmple, has suggested, by sow-
Ing plague by alrplane attack—with-
out also learning something worth
while as to measures of preventlon,

8 the shield was the answer to the
spear, and the gas mask to the gas
attack, It Is falr to presume that the
bacteriologists who are now pre-
sented as our fature soldiers will
ralop not ponly germ-sowing de-
ces but also their appropriate
phagocytes. Jt is so true that the
two branches of warfare—defensoe as
well as attack—universally develop
In unison that we see nothing much
in the pradiction te justify us In los-
Ing sleep far In advance of the event.
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CHAPLIN'S LATEST TUMBLE.

The fates mi t ‘have spared us
Charley, There were three before all
others—Pilckford and Fairbanks and
Chaplin., To Charley we gave such
tribute rs princes do not recelve,
When tha breath of scandal rose to a
wind and roft-us.of his playmnates—
wafting them away to the seclusion
of an Hl-timed honeymoon—surely It-
were little,enough to ask that we be
permitted to retain our illusions con-
cerning Charley. Yet there he sits
in a divorce court, quite a differant
character fram the happy, valorous
vagrant of the flims, whose quaint
smille, huge shoes, quesr little hat,
rusty attire 1l jaunty cana were
but the superfi | gnrb of a penuinbe

nius for merriment. PBehind the
farce and comicnlity of the Chaplin
films the spectator always discerhed
chivalry and & refinement that rose
above the custard ple barrage. ItJds
only too apparent through the revel-
ations of real life that the actor on
the stage and the actor in privacy
are two essentially varyving charnc-
ters, . Of the merits of the Mildred
Horris divorca suit against Chaplin
no opigion 1 d be wventursd. A
question suffices—why should sean-
dal be concomitant of the =crebn
successes bf thess throe?

They wore children of the public,
and badly spoiled chiliizign, at that,
The 1 e of the adulntion we nce-
corded them was an engendaréd con-

v that bade them belleve them-
relves ba beyond the jurlsdietion
of the customary conventlons, They
witlked apart from us, in an efful-
gent ether where to have one's woy
was to express individuolity, reckless

cost to others, and the canons
af ¢ lety were le than nothing to
them—Iless il
nance the spalled
clhilid. 15Ures not be un-
mixed with pity] for Mary and Doug
and Charley have lost that which
may not ba regained.
1y had a debi to pay to the pub-
lic—the deWt of irreproachable pri-
vate life. It was our right, as we
paid at the window, to feal that the
real characters of the three stars
W fine and genuine ns those
we endowed them with, through the
filmis in which they played. Perhaps™
that would be asking too much, but
at any rate It was our privilege to
expecl of them such conduct as does
andal and the diverce
ns lost a portion of
of the 3 ie dence that
Never again
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mnde for supremacy.
will their more dis 'l’l'['lll.g following
witness the pletures In which they
stnr without the feeling that a fraud
has been perpelrated; without o
twist at the lips that =ignifies cyni-
cal appreciation of the joke or down-
right disppproval. One bus the feol-
ing that he has thres friends,
and that a trig of ungers confront
him. But Chaplin, they might have
spared him to just as he wasn.
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HANDICAP OF INHERITED
Casunl bildgraphers of the late Wil-
llam X Vanderhilt, who dled in
France récently, 1 unearthed a
statement sald to have been made by
him some time bsfore th, to
the cffect that, whatover may be sald
mnn Ywho maoney for
sake of making 80 who ie
with the pro binl joon
Is doo to fall short af
happinass. "Inherited wealth,” he is
quoted as sayvh 1 big handicap
to happiness, certaln death
to ambition is to moral-
1ty
Aaking due allowance for the hy-
perbale of an embittered man,
possihia to extrict.a gr:
from the homily.
10 assuime
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!.r- \\1'I- the prob-
rbilt's suggestion

use he w
th noth to s
ing definite to secek
There have been sonsof r
anve made way upward in the
world, who have found zest in pew
problems, and who have made names
for themselves In fields mnot
.lt.e-\l with money grubbing. But it
remaing true that there is no motive
t 50 sharpens the wits as the de-
i to win in the strugele for
» and then to improve on its
conditlons, As fruitful soils
iny =kies are apt to breed
indolence, so great riches
¥y to work unfavorably obn
who are born to them! Tha
yvouth who inherits the modest com-
petence, the business and the sound
traditions of a father who left him
something to bul upon may be bet-
ter off than he who makes his start
in grinding poverty, but there "ia
small doubt! that the chances are
greatly against the over- rich.
atisfuction ef bu
on of 4 great f '*'rne« 'n.!. texq:
i be worth, I8 denied him.
“He must labor,” as tHls descandant
of the greater Vanderbiit put |4
“simply 1o add to an oversufticiency.”
It s not enpough to say that those
who are barn too rich can give their
money away if they want to, and
#inrt at soratch with the rest of the
worid. The answer s that ft fsan't
done, and jsn't likely to be done, nor
do we suppose that our secial prob-
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son was once held to hive been in

fems would be evon approximatsly

. solved if the potlach were 10 beceme

which ia that when the bars were let,

unlversally fashionable. The Van-
derbilt plalnt contains no recipe for
the sudden and artificial bringing on
of the milienial dawn., But it does
have a lltile value as showing once
more that the lot of those who have
nothing but money is not altogether
enviable, Old Cornelius Vanderbiit
got a good deal out of iife, but the
grandchildren and great-grandehil-
dren can’t begin to understand the
kind of thrills that come to the aver-
Age young man who ls golng through
college “on his owrn."

RACING THE TERAIN.

A Jocomotive engineer of thirty
years experience eomments, in an
interview in The Oregonian, on the
lnck of precaution taken by the aver-
apge motorist at raliroad crossings, as
compared with that exercised by the
driver of a team a decade or so ngo.
The man in the farm wagon or car-
ringe approached the crossing with
care. He would usually stop, look
and listen. The driver of the auto-
mobile dashes oyer the track without
iooking or lstenjps.

So it appears to the man in the
engine cab.
is correct, but we think that there is
another elemeéent than wanton reck-
lessnéés which has led many motor-
ists Inte narrow escapes or mads
them victims of accident They did
look and did see the
train, and even so did not conceive
that they were taking chances when
they attempted to beat the train.
They were reckless wichout knowing
it.

In the daya of hizshway travel by
horse and wagon, the railway train
was the speediest thing that man
knew anything about. He was con-
fined to a comparatively slow pace
himself on the road and he had a
wholesome respect for the thunder-
ing cars that ran on ralls. Speed I8
now :the companion of everybody
who travels the road., It has bred
not only contempt for the speed of
other vehicles but an undue confi-
dence in the speed of one's own ve-
hlcle.

The autompblle driver has learned
to judge speed in a way, also, but he
ovariooks the fret that this faculty is
largely confined to judging the speed
of m vehicle similar to his own. At
the intersection of two country roads,
or of two streets, when two automo-
blles are approaching {t, in view of
each other, either driver Is able to
fell with virtual exactness what will
be the consequences If neither sluck-
ens his pace. Each is capable of
judging the time at which the other
automobile will reach the intersec-
tion.

The aecuracy of this judgment Is
alded by the fact that each s gen-
erally traveling at approximuately the
snme rate. It is further alded by the
size of the other vehicle, Speed In
=uch instancesa s unconsciously cal-
culated from the rapidity with which
objects on the other side of the
appronkching oautomobile are first
hidden and then disclosed to view.
The eve is capable of taking In the
whole of the other vehicle and its
vilogity s mentally recorded without
much difficulty.

Here we may find a reason why
s0 many automoblle drivers take
what ure apparently reckless chances
at rallroad crossings. They have be-
come overconfident of their judg-
ment of tha specd of the approaching
train as the result of ense with which
they can determine the speed of nn
appronching automobile. But the
train is usuanlly traveling at two or
three times the velocity of the au-
tomaobile which competes with it for
the crossing. By reason of its length
one glance of the 2yve cannot take in
its entire proportions. Objects on the
other side of it remain longer hidden
to view and it seems to be travellng
at a much slower speed than is dc-
tually the case.

To attempt to beat a rallway train
over. Ao .crossing Is. one of the most
dangerous things the driver of an
automobile ¢an do.

THROW OUT THE INUCOMPETENTS,

What chance has Governor Cox to
escape bearing the odium that at-
taches to the democratic party for
the failure of the Wilson adminis-
tration? The nationally-known cor-
respondent, David Liwrance, himself
n democrat, says that °‘the people
are eager to know how far this dem-
ocrutic nominee Is obliged to maln-
tain In office incompetent demo-
crats”; that large body of volers
want a house-cleaning in Washing-
ton, and they don't care much who
does It"”: that *“this element as wall
ns the peopie who are democrats
anyway but sick and tired of the
Burlesons and the Creels and not
altogether happy over Altorney-Gen-
eral Palmer's policies, can be reached
by Governor Cox if he makes it very
plain that he will do a thorough job
of housecleaning if elacted.”

The main Indictment which the
people find against the Wilson ad-
ministration is that utterly fails
to do the nation’s business promptly
and well, and does It badly at ex-
cessive cost. They trace s
to the type of men that Mr. Wilson
appoints and to his refusal to remove
them, no matter how Iincompetent
they pmove, provided they please him
personally.

Mr. Wilson is not content to ap-
point democrats; he must have dem-
ocrats whose minds travel along witlr
his own, who are subsarvignt, lacks
ing In independence nnd - initiative;
therefore duil, =ven stupld. 1If the
law requires an appointes to be of
some other than the democrllic
party, the president goes anywhere
than tg the republican party., which
is the 'only other great party.

2ffects of this method of seleetion
berame glaringly apparent during
Mon whom he put at the
departments failed miser-
ably; for example, Baker, Daniels,
W. B. Wikon, and the roal work
wns done by men whom he called
to their ald temporarily from outside
the political fleld, like Baruch,
Hoover, Stettinlus, Ryan and others.
The emergency no sooner ended than
| these men retired, and theéy were
quickly followed by Lthe most com-
|m tent men in the cabinet—McAdoo,
Lane, Redfield. The only incubus
of whom he got vid was Creel, whose
styla of advertising the administra-
tion is contrary to the ethics of every
ad club in America. He clings
|t\-,tn:1c10|:|5]y to:- Burlesan, who has
cutdone any predecessor in incompe-
tent and: tyrapnical mismanagement
of the postd]l service, He put Glass
at the head of the treasury depart-
et just long enough to force fur-
ther Inflation of the currency at the
precise time when deflation sheuld
have begun. He would not part
with W. B. Wilson and Pest, though
they have constituied themselves
guardians of the right of aliens to
plot revolution. He makes no im-
provement in ths war risk bursau,
though 1t has had more than twenty
months to cateh up with arrears of
work.

Arfiliation of Mr. Cox with Mur-
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anpproaching |

failure |

is no ground for belief that, If he
were to throw out the Wilson men,
ha would fill thelr places with bet-
ter ones. Men chosen through such
influences would probably be no less
incompetent but would bs far more
! rapacions. The thousands of useless
clerks would not be discharged; thelr
number would be increased In order
to find places for “the boys*" The
sorry remains of the civil service
law which survive the maltreatment
of Burleson and MecAdoo would be
swept away, und we should have
the spoils system undisguised. A
Tammnny administration might eas-
ily cost ns much as a first-class war.

When even democrats pine for de-
liverance from a democratic admin-
Istration, if Is plain that the over-
Ishndowing issue of the campalgn Is
the Wilson record. Fallure to make
pesce nnd to form & leagus such as
this nation wishes to Join constitutes
but one among many evidonces of
its utter incompetence.

CALL FOR MR, RILEY,

While the late Dr. James Hervey
Hyslop, decldedly over there in that
styglian incertitude we term the here-
after, continues to be heard from
through wvarious mediums In most
fragmentary and inconclusive fnsh-
lon, there apparently exists no diffi-
| culty whatever in locating and iden-
tifving various other shades of more
or less illustrious fame. To those who
patiently await the marvelous mo-
ment when the departed spiritualis-
tic savant, Dr. Hyslop, shall reveal
the whereabouts and the text of the
test letter he secreted while on earth,
some degree of satisfaction may be
found in perusing the astral com-
munications of those who nre Instant
at the eall of the psyechic centrala.

There Is the ghost of James Whit-

comb Riley, for instance. A friend
who loved him in the old days, ere
he was “lost awhile,” has received
through the versatile oulja board a
contribution of characteristic verse
which he makes no doubt of, but
readily asserts muff have .origingted
with the disembodiaed entity of the
Hoosler poet. It Jingles even as
Riley's country poems dld, with a
wistful tang to It, like o sprinkle of
uin on the bright leaves of autumn,
Wheéreat the friend is moved to
maintain that none other than the
well-loved Riley himself mnde the
meter and wrought the thought.

In, the dark tangle of dissention
over the question of life afrer death,
and the authenticity of spirit com-
munication, one guéss s as good as
another, Consclously, as a hoax, or
unconsciously; as a tolepathic phe-
nomenon or the whim of the subcon-
scious mind, the creation of a Rilay-
esque verse is no difficult matter. In
|life he hikd scores of imitators, of
ndmirers whose fancy followed the
lovely, homely humor of his rhythm,
Imitation of Rilsy was far from per-
plexing to any wight with o sense of
the metrical. That the imitations
were nt best but poor things, lacking
the flame, did not lessen the super-
ficial resemblance of the counter-
feits.”  If Rllsy writes now through
the ouiin one must confess chagrin
that his genius has been dimmed by
the winds of space.

There are fur too many of thess
purported proofs of survival. In
their plénltude and Inadeguacy they
are apt to discournge attention from
the real marvel, if ever it comes
Follks will say that so.ecalled psychie
messages -arée unworthy drivel and
will. deny attention when the investi-
gntors cry out for it. If the shade ol
Riley contemplates this latest fafuity
an amused smile must wreathe those
nns=een lips. For Riley was himself
a master of the houx. DId he not
write In his youth an Imitation of
Poa that caused the crities to pro-
ciaim the discovery of & new nnd un-
publisbhed gem?

ARE VACATIONS NEEDED?

The cynicism attributed to the late
KEibert Hubbard, “the only time a
mtn needs a vication is when he hins
just returneds from onde,” shares the
quality inherent in adrges over-
hastily made, teturning wearlly
from a sojourn At mountains or sea-
ekore, on & traln that is late, to a
houess that is gloomy and cluttered
up, the citizen will be sometimes in-
clined to the péssimistic view. Re-
sumption of the year's rotitine ¢on-
front: him on the morrow. Almost
any man with experience can analyze
his feelings. *'I sald in my haste” that
vacutions are a nuisance. Of such
f:msy material a vast lot of so-called
aphorisms are made,

We do not suppose, notwithstand-
f1:g the testimony of all the grouches
swwho come home tired from thelr
fortnight's outing, that a movement
to aholish ‘vacations would have the
slightest chance of attainfhg even a
iimlted popularity, JFor the same
reason that weather superstitions by
constunt reiteration become reput-
able, anti-vacationists are able to as-
lsemble a certaln amount of argument
| in support of their lllogicl cause. The
| exceptional event lingers longest in
'the memory, the usual is soon forgot-
i ten, and the smartness of the proverb
ztones for its saperficiality.

To judge from a typical article by
a lutely returnsd pessimist one
wouid be inclined to belleve that va-
[L‘.’J.Hu!\ﬂ are a delusion and a snare,
| thiat they not only waste our money
but mennce our health and endanger
our Tuture happiness. As to the first
spocification, it depends, of course,
on the views we hold as to what our
monaey is for, and as to the second,
thera is plenty of competent scien-
tific testimony that o change of occu-

jfon, if not complete cessation of
labor, 8 a therapeutic necessity.
Prychologists and efficlency experts
| have shown by elaborate tests that
braip and body may ceidse to function
capably hecause of the mere monot-

of the demands made on them.
|"11«~ rest periods allowed in modern
factories are-cunningly centrived to
give o minximum of refreshment with
a minigfom of loss due to neceasity
ol zetfing back into the swing. The
| annual vacation decreéed by custom Is
'a more general application of the
sime principle. The trouble with the
clirowic objector to vacations is that
he deliberately constricts his view.
He- eltfer judges from the unhappy
experiences of the few or he falls to
| tuke into account thes effects of the
| vacution on the cutput of the whole
yaur. In either instancs, because his
dota are inadequate, his conclusions
are unsound,

it probably is not true that most
| men mismanage thelr vacations, or
return home sorry that they went
away, or seriously resclve never to
go through the ordeal agnin. The
vist mrmles of these who return
aegaln and again to resorts that have
caught thelr fancies, or who look for-
ward with pleasurable anticipation
to new and enlivening experiences in
voprs to come, aré a sufficient refu-
tation of the mll-work theory. This
is true of perhaps 852 out of the

phy, Nugent, Taggurt-and Brenhug ;thousand who take vagations -agd.trate the gonsglousnesy of educatory

the exception that lests the rule is
proof of nothing except that some
people are out of touch with the
spirit of the times

The fact is that the very anxiety
manifested by some folks to get back
to. work is a eign that the wvacation
hus dona s perfect work. The zest
that comes from rejuvenated brain
cells supplies =il the needed proof.
Ope need only glance at any return-
ing vacatlionist to discover that the
medicine has been good for him. Va-
cation Is an economic as well as a
physical necessity: In the long run'!
production will bes fostered by the
greater efflcisncy that {1 promotes.

MEDALS WITHOUT CLAIMANTS,

The war department has discov-
ered a flaw in its deductive logle, and
must plead a lack of understanding
toward the young men who so re-
cently served it and thelr country in
the fleld and on the seas. When the
Victory medal was designed and
struck, for issuance to these veterans,
the department prepared to supply
35,000 daily. Four months would
have been consumed In the distribu- |
tion. Yet in the first thirty days of
distribution but 50,000 applications
were received for the bits of metal
that commemorals accomplished
duty. At that rate at least six Years |
will be required to complete the dis-
tribution, if all eligible applicants
are recorded.

Lack of interest in the WVictory
medal presents no pusmzle. Tha for-
mer service men are once more In-
tent upon their’' own affalrs. They
have put the victory Iitself behind
them, as an achievement of the past,
and the recelpt of a belated reminder
in the form of o medal is & trivial
matter to most of the veterans. Nie
tionally speaking, the men who fol-
lowed the flag to its1atest triumph
are not caught by the glitter of
bronge nor entranced by a ribbon.
Were the' Victory medal near ot
hand, perhaps, they would accept it
and even occaslonally wear the token
of thelr natlon's pride. But they did
not put on the olive drab in quest
of decorations, and in civillan clothes
they are even less inclined toward
displiny.

Undoubtedly these men are both
entitled to receive and to wear the
decoration. In time, but in times be-
yond the original expectations of the
department, the medals will probably
be generally distributed. Meanwhile
the average observer will not be crit-
ical of the veterans because they be-
truy no insistent haste to obtaln cne

DEADWOOD DICK,

The encyclopedias have not
justice to Deadwood Dick, & name
brought newly to memory by
news thut one Richard Bullock, sup- |
posed Mo be the original Dendwood |
Dick, is dead at the age of seventy-
five in California Whatever may
have been the moral shortcomings of
this wild western Robin Hood,
furnislied the Inspiration for a litern-
ture that was typlcal of more than
appeared on the surface of it. Dead-
wood Dick and “Wild Bill" Hickok
and Buffalo Bill nnd a few others to
whom the grandfathers of the pres-
ent gencration owe more than they
probably will admit were the fore-
runners of the real, live story of ad-
venture,in western America. But
from l!‘poin: of view of the literary
and soclal philosopher they were
more than that.

At about thé time that the Dead-
wood Dick library became popular—
6penly with youths and secretly
among Erownups—we had been sur-
felted with the Rollo books and their
k. Willlam Taylor Adams, whose
renl name ls fargotten by those who
remember Oliver Optic well sanough
had put the goody-goody boy on an
undeserved pedestal. Dinah Mulock
Cralk’'s “John Halifax, Gentlemuan,™
published in 1858, represented a
trend in books of the better class, but
a =till unsatisfactory one. Cooper
and Marryat were on the shelves of
everybody willing to make the slight-
est concession 1o the love of ad-
vanture that Is the natural herltage
of boys, but had a hard time making
headwany aguinst the prevailing doc-
trine that books for the young must
be highly “morz!"” and must deal
only with “facts” to be aceeptable,

The period of the Sunday school
library, it will be conceded now, dld
not attain its purpose of inculcating
the habit of reading In the young.
“Thirty years ago," cbseérves a Dead-
wood Dick panegyrist who writes in
the London XNatlon, “there was a
greal wave of objection to all save
hard facts."” The writer Is possibly
mistaken as to his dates, The wave
was at its height somewhat earlier
than that; it was closa to half a cen-
tury ago that demand for something
“better th.m facts began to ussert
itself. George Borrow was being
read-—not .'nr the facts he accumu-
lated on his colporteuring tour of
Spaln and Portugal, but because ha
gave a new glimpse of the life of nd-
venture—as fnr back the early
forties. The :mnnb eritic truly ob-
serves '|haL “to well-intentioned
elders the title was the book's trans-
port,” aithough the thing that was
responsible for its being read was the |
irrepresgible Yearning of young
people for the picturesque, but the
necessity for camouflags had meas-
urably disappeared by the tme
Verne wrote his "’T.‘nt.--u}' Thousand
Leagues Under the Sea,’ Just half a
century ago. Even “Robinson Cruy
soe™ had its trials, of a kind that a
tolerant twentleth century will find
it hard to understand, and it is like n
breath from the ancient past to be
reminded that it stood the fire only
becauss of the protection of the
name of Alexander Selkirk, who was
a real character, though the “facts™
of his Nife furnished little more than
the bare suggestion for the marvel-
ous tale by Defoe.

Then cama the
Deadwood Dick, wnd later oOIid
Sleuth and Frank Reade and the
hosts of thelr companions, to bring
to juveniie literature, if not the cold
facts of science and of realism, at
least the facts as youth would like
to fancy them. It is not too much to
sny that Deadwood Dick 4ld more to
make beoks in general popular with |
the young than did tha Rello
books—employving the term as de-
scriptive of a ciass that ever sot
down the orderly comings and go-
ings of & pious and precoclous young
biade. .

The universality of the appeal
that made the dime novel a serious
problem in that period has since
found recogmnition in better books,
and, more than that, In maore intelll-
gent instruction in the art of reading.
A curious fact about the aduit of
about two generations ago was his
nearly complete lack of appreciation
of what & child might really enjoy.
Child study mever had been syste-
matically pursued. Froebel's early
works, which lald the foundation for
the kindergarten, which he estab.
lished in 1840, did not repidly pene-
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and the fruits of them were not har-
vested until some time after his
For
same Yoars 'pl'ter Ellgabeth Peabody
began her uphlll task of enlightening
American mossbacks in the mental
processes of children, littie or no
progress waz made on this side of
the Atlantic. We wera well into the
sightiss befors systematic effort to
broaden the hard-and-fast curricun-
lum of the primary schools began to
ba made., Meanwhile onr youngstars
had acless to two kinds of bhooks—
chiefiy thoze which they dreaded be-
cause they were =0 didactically moral
or &0 obvipously educational, and the
Eind thelr elders lumped. under the
classification, “trash.'"” Nothing mueh |
wis kKnown about sugarcoating the
pill of education. The old system, S0
far as its effect on the formation of
reading. habitds went, was a failure,
The dlme novel, most often surrepti-
tiously read, bridged_a gap. More
men. than many will suppose who
were youngsters in that times owe
their first awakening of curious In-
terest in books to the literature of
which the death of the original of
Deadwood Dick Is so redolently rem-
iniscent,

What more sincere tribute, for ex-
ample, conld bhe penned to a writer
than that which, aftér nearly half a
century, s indieated by the ecritie
who recalls that it was the valor of
Depdwood Dick that taught him how
to take a “licking™ from & callous
school teacher who held all books
not devoted to dispensing facts to be
anathema. Tt was, strangely, only a
teacher of literatnre who had any
sympathy for boyish affection for the
outlaw of the Black Hills and he
must have been an exceptional
teacher for lLiis time. FRomething has
been accomplished when a boy, in
the nge of self-consciousness, has
been taken out of himself and
speeded in his natural flights of
fancy, i servies which Macaulay per-
formed with “Horatius at the
Bridge.” Deadwood Dick was only
a more mundane Hnru!'mﬁ and there
was not enough of the original Hora-
tins to go around. He was a man of
action and a man to inspire longings.
As the critic says
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'I']n» rainmakers continue to fall to
good thelr promises arti-
.xll: crented molsture. An occa-
slonn]l attempt apparently succecds
but the proof is clouded by the fact
that rain occurs over a more or less
wide nrea on the same date, and the
department of agriculture sees no
reason to withdraw Its condemnation
of the theory. And while it was about
the weather bureaun, which
part of that department,
data that Indicate that neither de-
forestation nor the plowing of Inrge
of the plains has any appre-
effact on rainfall. There are
enough ngainst reckless
destruction of forests; their preser-
vation helps to maintxin rivers at
relatively uniformy sfage and is a
check on soll erosion, but the records
da not show that rainfall is affected.
All the investigators agree regulation
of rain Is too bhig a jobh for any man
or even a nation of men.

of
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gatherad

The secretary of slate's office fig-
ures that thera are automobiles
enough In Oregon to carry the entire
population of the state, and judeging
by observat on some of these
pleasant Sur they come pretty
near doing It

The mysteries of forelen exchange
are past finding out by the ordinary
man, but we observe a general ten-
dency not to crow so0 much over a
favarable "trade balance'" without
comprehending just why it should be
called favorable.

The owner nf tht- Hf'h largest art
collection In the United Btates died
the other day, but It was necessary
in order to fdentify him to recall that
he was also a4 bourd of trade oper-
former partner of “Bel a

Million'" Gates,

An anonymous Individual
fered $£5,000,000 francs
French government's entire stock of
Mumm's champagn Hea bellaves In
keeping mum in more ways than one,
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We are far Jess interested in the
recent “breaks” in the Chicago
wheat market than we would be in a
single break In the price of a loaf of
bread.

The barrel apple crop is reported

much larger than usual, but the ap-
ples In the middle of the barrel will

| ba no bigger than they used to be.

The !\(_-w York police would tafl
us, if they were asked, that there Is
nothing in the popular saying that
“murder will aut.”

Another argument against cam- |
paign tours by party spellbinders will
be found In that increase In passen-
gur fares.
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