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THE VICTORYAT S

WHY THE U-BOATS LEFT THE TRANSPORTS ALONE

By Admiral William Sowden Sims
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“No Good Conger Except Dead Conger” Is Englishman’s Opinion of Da

TROPICAL ANGLERS RISK DEATH TO DUEL
F SEA'S ROCK CAVERNS

Bermuda and Mexican Gulf Barracouta Are Other Fish Peril Life of Sportsmen.

ngerous Eel—Pike, Green Moroy of

BY EDWIN TARISSEE. {of the Indiag by the piainaman In ths
HE idea of fish constituting alold diys—"No good conger except a
T danger to human life or iimb , dead conger.”
would hardly oocur to the angler Uely and savage as the conger Is,
who has Doy cast not or line In]lit Is & lamb compared with its rela-
tropical wale Yet even in the teB-} tive. the green moray of the Bermu-
perate seas and rivers th are #tjdan waters This great eel Is of an
lenst two species of fish that possess | ynnaturally brilllant green and pos-
the power to render themsclves cX-| wesses an eye that is the very epit-
tr ely unpleasant ome of intense and malignant feroc-
There are several Instanc rac- | ity It {8 voravious and savage bevond
ord of bLathers belng ¢ pike | words. The negro boatmen have such
in English waters. Not long ago a|# holy horror of It that they absot
good-sized retriever which was swim- lutely refuse to allow a moray into
ming in tha Thaumes just above a|the boal
Loathouse at Richmond, was lackled An American fishing In a smsall boat

by a plke, which bit one of the dog's | off Bermuda hooked Gne of these fish,

hind legs so badly as 1o sever an 8r-| but as soon as his boatman saw the
tary It was another Thames pitke| hideous head above the water he
that attacked the naturalist and fish- | whipped cut his knife and made to
erman, Cholmondeley-Fennell. He had | cut the !ine The American shouted
actuaily landed the fish when It} to him to stop, but had to threaten
sprang from the ground and fixed all| to throw the man overbourd before

{ts sharp teeth into his leg Jusi above
tha knee Thecresnture hung so lierce-
to its hold that u stick had to be

he would put up his knifa. When the
great eel was pulled over the side the

13 Bermudan went absolutely ashy with

used tu pry its jaws apart. fright As for the moray, no sooner

The other British fish that can truly | Was it In the boat than it doubled
be caled dangerous Is the conger eel | UPOn ltseif and 115 jJaws met with a
Thoe expurienced seu fisherman takes | clash In its own side, cutling our a

care to kill every large conger ms chunk of flesh a&s neatly as a scoop
soon as It is brought into the boat | Woeuld cut cheese. ThalL was enough
The conser bas not only extraord)-|for the angler from the United Stutes

He plcked up a boathook and forked
the uncanny creature overboard.

A fleh that has a thoroughly bad
name o West Indiun waters and all

nary jJaw power—It can crunch sh. 1-
fish, shells and all—but is so abom-
fnably nctive that the fiaherman's
opinion of It coincides with that held

long the shores of the Mexiean gulf
- 1 1 . _ s
is the barracouta., Certainly the bar-

racouta unpleasant-looking cus-

mer

He

torpedo,

B

and narrow, shaped
wnd black above
he cun swim at &
rate. W here he lives he
the devilfish, a name
marine bad ehoracters,

Hke

tand Lray

biue

below,, wnd

most amazing
8

15

Known a

common to @all

T negroes have a perfect horror of
the barracouta. which they say will
attack bathers and [nflict upon them
a mutllation lmpossible to describe,
Fish Kills Boy.

Anolher =o-called devilfish that Is
common on American coasts from 30
degrees north laitude to about the

same degrees south of the line, is the

glant ray This fiah looks very llke
n skate, but Etowns [0 an enormous
size. It lles on the sea bottom, cov-

ering squars yvards of ¢coral sand, and
If atincked may prove nol only nasty,
but most dangerous, It Is said to use
ita mouth like a shark. but its most
unpleasant weapon Is the toothed
speur in Its tall. Fishermen say it is
able to drive this Jagged lance
through a man's thigh. Such & wound
ig extremely dangerous and almost
invariably proves fatal. In the south-
ern part of the Guif of Mexico speci-
meons of the giant ray have bean
killad up to 18 feot ncross,

Some years ago 8 most strange case
of w fatal sccldent caused by a fish

n

i

| an occurrence

|

Eritlsh
Osborne Brown
A boy went out

was reported
authorities by
of British Hunduras,
to [ish at the island ¢
when a fish known as
rose from the water
the bare chest,
ured wound that

to the
Dr. 8.

the longguard
and struck him
CaAusing =a punc=
proved fatal. Such
would »m almost
but full details were given
Brown, whosge veracity has
been questioned. This fish
two feet three Inches long and
welghed one pound nine ounces It
had a shark snout three Inches long.
The longguard has the power of ris-
ing from the watler
great vwveloclity for

In the British museum may
the heuvy onkeén plank, once a part
of the bottom of & sStoul vessel. wi
had been plerced by the sword
swordfish. The weapon
fixed in the timber. Along
lantiec coast of the United States
swordfish are hunted both for thelr
flesh, which Is palatable, and also In
order to protect the schools of blue-
fish and mackerel, which they ravage.
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Octopus Is Sea Monster.

Of all sea monsters that which fpos-
sesses the most powerful fascination
for the gencral reader is undoublediy
the octopus. Some of ths rlinest de-
scriptions ever penned in fiction have
related to duels betweéen man and thls
horrible denizen of the rock caverns
of the sea bottom "ictor Hugo was
the first great novelist to describe &
duel of this kind, and he has been lmi-
tated, with more or less success, o
score of times.

Ghastly and bloog-curdiing as these
adventures read, fiction In this case
falls far behind fact. In September,
1887. there were thrown up by the

medlonl l

lled Cross Caye, |

and flying with
yards, 1

sea upon the Atlantic beach neur St

Augustina, Fla.,, the remains of an
octopus, These remuins, which were
a part of the living animsl, |

welzhed o les= than Six lons, or, say

twice the weight of an average full-

srown elephant ' b living animal
’

must have bad arms 72 feet in length.

Arm Is Nineteen Fert.

Some of the largest of these true
devilfish are found around the rock
shoros of Newfc nd. In the mu-
seum at St i= a portion of an
arm of one of these monsters that in

rimen

ked two fishe
in Conception

October, 1873, atu
off Great Belle
bay.

The men saw
distance, and

nd,

creature at
it for wreckage.

the

taking

rowed up. When they caught sight of
its huze, glassy cyes staring up at
them them wers almost paralyzed
with I[right. and they could
turn two ropelike arms fell scross
their boat and completely enveioped
I%.

With the courage of despalr, one
fisherman grasped a hatchet anad

slashed at the tentacles. He
cut them through, and the creature
ejecting such a gquantity of ink
bLlacksn the water many yards
around, sank back the depths
The of the creature that was
preserved measures 18 feet [n length,
and it la estimated that it was cut ofr
at least six feet from the bouy.
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The Basement Was Vacant.

“You =ay,” remuarked a Brookliyn
woman to a candidate for a job in
her household, “that »ou were a
month in your iast place™

“Yeas, mum,” was the response, “a

week with the lady on the top floor,
a week with the ludy on the third
flocor, a week on the second and a
week on the ground floor.”

VOICE FROM UNKNOWN MAKES
FLESH OF SCIENTIST CREEP

Professor, Long Student of Electrical Phenomena, Tells of Uncanny and
Thrilling Experience One Night

When Wild Storm Was Raging.
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taper off into the super-physical. blown

The circumstance in question oe-| 85 acrial.
curred back In the days when wire-| professor's
less telegraphy wus under thie closely smpling to lele-
observation of students aund Ilnvest)-



