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U.S. HAS NO FLOWER BUT WHITE HOUSE HAS: THE ORCHID

The Next First Lady of the Land Will Have One of the Largest Collections

in the World of These Marvelous BIooms from Al Quarters of
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EARLY always, hen |
N public. Mrs. Wilson wears a|

bunch of orchids: and, "“"—"‘“‘!-l
it might ba sald that the fashionable
favor now enjoyved by orchids is at|
least largely attributed to her fancy
in this regard.

Mrae Wilson has been heard to say
that one of her most enjovabls privi-
leges as mistress of the White House
ts that of being able to have
unlimited. They are so expensive to
ordinary folks that most women can-
nat afford te buy tham But the
president has one huge greenhouse
to these exotics, and Its en-
tire output s at Mrs. Wilson's dis-
[‘-'J!I'.'I.I

Ths greenhouse In question is at
the egouth end of what uged to be the
prexidential farm, for In earlier days
the Whitse House was in a way a
farmhouse, and Its farm embraced. in
addition to the present spacious
Erounds, the so-called whita lot and
aiso the hill en which stands the
Washington monument In facl, ths

m extended to the Potomac's banks

included o small sheet of fresh
water the foot of the monument

since dralned off, which was
known as Babcock's lake. Thers was
&n arehard where the war, state and
navy bulldlng now (s lecated:
ite of the treasury was
dant's kitchen garden, and baneath
the front portico of the Whita House
was & dairy, to which waier
'l'-‘rnughf by pipe from a spring
Franklin Equare, severa]
away.
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mi

devoted

thes
the presi-

was
in
Blocks

war & blg preen-|
&t the west snd of
® mansion, the maln corridor apen-
Ing directly Intoa it; and this Elass
bouse was supplemented by a smeallar
ona, which later on was devoted to
orchids,

It was during the Grant rdminis-
tration that a minister Plenipoteantiary
from Brazil or some other !-;m:t;:
American country Eave to the prasi-
dent’s wife a number of rare orchid
;\Imms. At that time orchids ware
almost whelly unknown in the United
States, and Mrs, Grant was delighted
finding them wveary interesting ant.‘:
l.hi:;r flowars wonderfully beautiful.

Diplomats from other countrias
ware thareby Inspired to offer gifts of
orchid plants; and, at Mrs.
fuggestion, the department
requestad American consuls at tropical
keaports all around the world to send
to Washington any desirable Varieties
they might be able to procura,

In this way was at Isngth bullt up
one of the moat remarkable collec-
tions of orchids in existence, which
included many exceedingly rare and
precious kinde. Amateurs Interested
In curiosities of the sort came from-
all parta of the world to ssa it

Some kinds of orchids Erow in
earth; others are “spiphytes,” grow-
ing on tress and Aarivin: their sus-
tenance from the air, their long root-
lats waving in the breeze. The White
House gardener, however. has de-
veloped a method of treatment which
servas equally wall for both sorts, He
wraps the roots in meas, which Is kept|
damp, and suspends the plants by
wires from the roof of the green-
house Under these conditions they
thrive admirably.

In serried ranks they hang., hun-
dreds oo hundreds of them, each ona
in its moss jacket, Very many of
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them are "cattlevas,” because orchide
of that tribe bear profusely in the
wintertime, and their huge flowars
ara of a beauty no less than gorgecus.

Many orchlds presant imitations mo
striking as (o bhe positively weird,
For instance, there s the wvarlety
called the “butterfly,” which when
in bloom looks as If big gaudy-winged
Insects hovered over it. The “bee’
orchid, the "“spider" orchid and the
“lizard™ orchid are eqgually remark-
able. One spacles bears a flower in
the llkeness of & grinning monkey:
another suggesis the aspect of an
opera dancer suspsnded by the head.

The "cradle of Venua" Is zhaped
like an old-fashioned c¢cradle with
boatlike body and a cover at the head.
Instead of a baby. the flower-cradi:
containa a 1litle bird that ressembles
a robin in miniature. Bird and cradle
ara pale yellow.

In Venerzueia {3 found an orchid
whose blossom has the shape of &
dog. A Colombian wvariety bears a
huge flower that looks like a duck,
and almost as big, hanging head
downward

Most remarkabie of =al11 is ths ex-
tremely rare Holy Ghost orchid of
Punama, each one of whose blossoms
(borne on straight spikes) contains a
perfect representation in minlature
of a snow-white pigeon with out-
spread wings. This wondsr-plant
grows In almost Impenetrable
swamps, fever-haunted and [nfasted
by venomaous snialkes, and the natives
of thxt region are firmly convinced
that, when the flowers are fully de-
veloped, the pigeons ‘“come alive"
and fly away.

Great numbers of orchids are ssnt
to markel from Venezuelia and Colom-
bia, where thesy =are collected by
Indians in tha forasts, usually by
eutting down and stripping tha trees
en which they grow. On mountaln
ridges In Colombia occurs a much-
prized variety of “odontoglossum"
that brings a fabulous price. . Naxt
in importance are varlous cattlavas
The splandid "“golden orchid"” s a
cattleya,

Orchids for export must be zath-
ered in the hot season, when they
go out of the {flowering businesa
for a while, drying up and counter-
faiting death. In this shape, if care-
fully packed, they stand a 523 voyags
very wall

Our own country s not wholly de-
vold of orchids. In New Jersey, Dala-
warse and Maryland one may find, in
wooded and moist places, the pink
or yellow “iady's slipper.” But
orchids are plentiful only (n warm
latitudes. The most beautiful ones
grow in luxuriance where & troplcal
climate develops their exquisits vegs-
table forma on branches of living
trees, on the decayed bark of fallen
trunks or sometimes running over
mossy rocks,

The leaves of the “bromelias” form
cups that hold, water for weeks and
in these little vases an sgquatic plant
(from saeds drapped by birds)
flourishesa.

The “corysnthes” (American trop-
fes} throws out a network of inter-
lacad rootlets that form an oval, bag-
ltke mass, hanging from creeper or
tree branch. Strike or shake the
plant, and out will swarm great num-
bars of flerce-biting ants. The bag
is, in fact, an ants' nest. The plant
is subject to attack by cockroachss
and caterpillars, and, to proteact itselr

against such enemles,
comfortable quarters
of carnivorous ants In return for
tha" accommodaltion, thay are ready
to rush forth and fight at
alarm.

An edd point about
is that ita flo
tract

it provides
{or a garrison

tha coryanthes
deslgned to at-
one particular kind of insect—
2 handxome metallic-green bae. From
the base of one of its bulbs a long
flower-stem Is daveloped, upon which
hang a numbet of exquisite cups, and
Into each cup a liquld dripa from two
horns" in the upper part of the
flowear

Fiying to
candle,

wer |a

the flower, as moth
the bee falls inté the
in the bottom of thes cup and, wettl
its wings, i= unabls
Lock into the cup and will see
perhaps a dozen of tha insects awims-
ming round and round or vainly try-
Ing to elimb the slippery sides. If It
is the second day after the opening of
the flower, ong or two bees may bs
found drowned It was naver tha in-
tentlon of the orchid, howeaver. that
their should saorificed; but,
on the contrary. th ¢ should es-
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caps, and in coMmg so perform the
office for which the whols contzivance
s designed ) "

Under the “flaga™ i a narrow opan-
ing, threugh which the bes can push
fta way out. In deoing so it rupturas
ths pollen eass and earries off some
of the polien on its back. Crawling
aover the splke of blossoms, ths bes

conveys the pollen io other flowears
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of the same plant, thus fertilizsing
them.

Orehid hunting is a business that
engages the efforts of many courage-
ous adventurars, who explors the
wildest and most ramote parta of the
world Ia the hope of finding
new vafleties Sucoess iis kind
of entaryrize may bring large raward
inasmuch as & single plant may

rara or

have

QUEEN BERENICE, BEAUTIFUL SISTER. OF
KING AGRIPPA OF INDIA, HATED BY ROMANS

Three Times Married and Beloved by

Emperor Titus, Her Hope of Sharing Greatest Throne in Waorld |
Shattered by Opposition to Her Rank, Nationality and Character."

|

HEN the British troops entered
‘;i; Jerusalem ones of the avenuss
they- passed through was the
so-called Cheasemakers' straot, which
{s the oldest thoroughfare in the
warld. Besidse baing ths oldest, it
hag the distinction alse of probably
being the only streat which has not
changed its character since It Was
opened thousands of years ago. It
still {8 the rendezvous of makers and
vandors of cheess, from whom |t orig-
inaily obtained its name,

Not far from Cheesemakers’ gtrest
is the sitea of the palace of Queen
Berenice, the heautiful sister of King
Agrippa. Students of tha Biblk will
recall that Berenice was presant with
her brothsar at the hearing of St. Faul
pafore Festus, on which occasion
Agrippa exclaimed, “Almost, Paul,
thou persuadest me to be & Christian™

Few even of the most assiduous
students of the Bible, however, know
much mores than this about Agrippa
and Berenice, although there are
scarcaly any other characters in his-
tory more intsreating than thess two,
For Agrippa, whe had recaived his
training principally at Rome, Athens
and Alexandria, was & sort of com-
posita Charles Y1 and Gentleman
George, and in almost every respect,
except that of cruelty, Berenicea re-
sambled Cleopatra, the vampire queen
of Egypt.

Berenice Danghier of Agripps.

Berénice was the daughter of
Agrippa L King of Judea, and, like
her brother, she received & careful
training in everything that consti-
tuted the humanities of that pariod
S5he was accounted not only the mont
baantifu! but the most accomplished
princess of the &ge shs lived in, aid
was sought in marriage by kings and

princes from the far cormers of the

earth. -
Her heart, however, decided In fa-

vor of Marcus, the son of the Als-
barch Alexander of Alexandria, and
she became his wife. Alabarch sounds
big, but meant really nothing more
than the chief and meost Influential
man of the Jewish population at Alex-
andria. Berenice was a alip of a girl
when she married Marcus and her
love for him was of the Juliet kind:
Eo much go that when he died within
a very few years after thelr marriage,
har grief was so polgnant that fears
were entertained that she might at-
tempt her own life,

For some state reasons, hard to
understand, her father shortly after-
ward compelled her to marry his own
brother, King Herod, of Chalcis. She
was barely 17 at the time. Either
the memory of heér first husband was
s1ill too gresn or else her new hus-
band had qualities which repelled her;
at any rate, she did not seem 1o care
very much for him, and probably felt
grateful to him when he died.

Berenice was now in hear twentleth
year, and more radiantly beautiful
than ever. Eings from the remotest
reglons came to Jerusalem to ask for
her hand In marriage and offered to
reanounce their own religions and em-
brace Judalsm (f only she would say
“Yen"

Third Husbund Soon Tires.

Bha decided In favor of Polemon,
king of Cilicla. To us of tha presant
time, Cllicia i3 Interesting mainly for
the reason that its capital, Tarsus,
was the birthplace of St. Paul, who
refers to It as “"no mean city:" and
because the memorable first mesting
beatween Cleopatra and Antony took
plece on the river Cydnus, in Clllels

Although the lattar &%ant was of
but comparatively recent dste when
Berenive marrfed Polemon, the ro-

mance of it was not sufficient Le in-
3

|

vest the countiry Itssif to keep her
vivacious mind from roving. Whether
Polemon did not provae as ideal a hus-
band as he had promised to bas or
whether her pleasure-loving soul
eraved more excitement than Tarsus
Wwas able to supply, is not recorded,
but the fact remains that Barenics
soon tired of her third husband's com-
pany, and bade him a lasting adieun.
Whether Polemon ever took steps to
recover his gueen no extant record
showe. Even {f he did, they must
have proved frultiess, for Berenice rs-
mained under the care of her brother
until the Jewish uprising against the
Roman rule, which rasulted in the
slege of Jerusalem by Vespasian. who |
afterward becames emperor.

Mob ‘.l!nr;- Palace.

Agrippa and Berenics spoke Latin
as fluantly and well as Romans and
had no end qf influential friends at
Home. 5o, seelng their own country-
men rent by factions and on the point
of starvation in Jerusalam. they went
to the Roman camp, toe implore Veas-
pasian to allow at least enough food
to enter the city to feed th: women
and children.

When news of the fajlure of the
embassy of Barenice and King Agrip-
pa was circulated in Jerusalem, the
infuriated mob, hearing at the same
time that what appeared to be an
attachment had sprung up betwaen
the queen and Titus, wreaked its re-
venge by burning her palace,

This aoet of vandalism alisnated the
affections of both Beranice and Agrip-
pa from their countrymen and they
mede no forther efforts (o avart the
fats impending over the doomead city.
When Vespasian went to Rome to ba-
come emperor. on the death of Nero,
A. D. 6% the operations against Jeru-

salem were entrusted to Titus, Hes
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On the othar hand, the market price
of a sciarce and precious orchid may
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sent home secretly arge consign-
ments of the plants, which were put
on sale gradually, at firat only two or
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ihe market was broken and the erst-
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deaths attributable to fevers and
other disenses. Notl very long ago a
New York man, traversing a Venezgu-.
elan forest on an exploring expedi-
tion, came upon a hut whereln ware
found thres human skelatons
thousands of dead orchid
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Titus Unlike Vespawian.
Vespasian was a man of gqulst, mod-
ent tastes, and led a life mors like
that of a busy privata citizen than
of ap smperor wWhosa
life or death to anyone throughout
haif the world Not so Titus He
was good-hearted and good-natured
enough, but given up to wvolup-
tuousness that p:opl- feared ha would
fall Into the wavs of
came the throne. In ona
only he constant in his affairs
of the heart—he naver once faltered
in his love for Berenice.
In A. D, 75, he returned to Pal
and Tacitus, the historlan, sa
the second book, second chapte

a
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to ' have bean actuated by lova for that
queen to make ths Jjourney. Certain |
it is that when he rsturned to Rome,
Bererice went with him as his flance
and her residence in Eome during the
ensuing four years was one long
drawn out seriaes of splendld enter-
tainments, reminiscent of those given
by Cleopatra and Marc Antany.

The reason Titus did not maka
Berenlce his wife was that the Roman
populace opposnad the match. There
wers 50 many mutterings that evan
Vesparian darcd not defy them, and he
bade his son, whom he loved dearly,
bewars.

Berenlce Now Forgiven.
When Titua came to-the throne in
A. D. 7% after the death of Vespasian,
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he still had hopes that ha might over-

come the opposition of the Romans toi'

Berenice., But they made it clear that
his marriage to her would naver bel
forgiven for three veasons: she was a
queen and the title of royalty which
had becoine abhorrent to the Romans |
from the time they banished the Tar-
quins, nearly eight canturiea before
the time of Titus, was no less abhor-
rent to them now, although the power
of the emperor was inpcalculably
greater than that of any king; sec-
ondly because she Was & member of a
pubject nation, and thirdly because a
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