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UP THE SCENIC PACIFIC HIGHWAY FROM CALIFORNIA IN A BUICK SIX

San Francisco Automobile Editors Discover Oregon and the Columbia River Highway and Carry Back With Them Word That Even the Timid May Journey North in Safety.
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BY 1. H. GREGORY.
ancisco auto-

PARTY of 5&n Fr ¥
noblle editors drove north over
the FPaciflc - woeek

highway last

to obtain for the reader of their

4

automobile scctions first-hs infor-

mation on the condition of the high-
WoY In Oregon.
Those in the party were Leon J.

FPinkson of the San Francisto Chron-

icle, Frank Herman of the San Fran-
cisco Call and Jamesa Houlihan of the
Ounkland Fribune. They made the
trip ns gdests of the Howard Auto-
mobile Company in a Buick Six
driven by -Claude 1. McGee.

Due 1o thi

atroclous condition of
parts of the hizhway  in southern
Oreson’ last winter, when the rains
made several strotches of newly con-
structed ‘road all but Lmr-.u_;zab'n.
there have been reporis through Cali-
fornia that it's about all a tourist's
life ims worth to alttempt to' travel
the highway even now. This and the
gasoline shortage have combined to
hold tourist travel so far this season
way below (is normal volume.
Foriy-mile Galt All ibe Wnay.
But these putomoblle editors will
correct this impression. They didn't
find the highway any boulevard, "to
be sure, because of the vast amount
of new construction work in progress,
but they did find It passable enough
ove its whole length to maintaln
close fto a 40-mile galt all the way
north. MeGee is= a moose of a driver
and he made the Buick traval
The wvisiting newsapapermen tX -
pressed frank surprise at the great
amount of new construction work on
the highway and had pralse for its
condition, nll things considered. They
saw it at anything buot itz bhest. --\'eii
so, for It rained almost every minute
of thelr stay in Oregon. It began to
sloud up while they were In north-
ern Callfernia, got cloudler as they
progressed north, and from Roseburg
on_ they were in raln continuvously.
McGee shot them from Roseburg to
Portland through the main In 10
hours flat, including several stops.
They made quick time from San
Francispo, whence they boarded the
ferry for Oakland at § o'clock Friday
night o week ago. MeGee has a the-

ory thal one hour of night driving

|'day night.

I= worth a couple of hours by day-
lHght Anyway, they drove all that
night and by 6:30 Saturday morning
had reached Drunsmuir, where they
stopped for breakfast,

They Saw Columbia Highway.

Medford they reached at 11:50 that
forenoon &and they were in Roseburg
at 500 the same evening There Mc-
Gae conside ely stopped to give all
hands a chance for a little slumber,
and the next day they came on to
FPortland, reaching here at 5:30 Sun-

At

Having come this far north, the
whole party were doter ned, Tain or
rain, to see the Columbia river
shway, and see the Columbla river
highway they did They made the
trip on Monday to Crown Point, Mult-
nomah falls and Cascade Zocks and
return as guests of George W. Dean,
Portland manager for the Howard
Automobile company, with Portland
newspapermen accompanying them.

Ba it said that they lifted their
hats to the Coiumbia river highway.
which was in fine form, despite the
rain. An Incldent of the highway
journey was dinner at Mrs. Hender-
son's chalet above Crown Polnt, on
the return, and Mrs. Henderson will
see her name in the San Francisco
and Oakiand papers when she reads
‘em. Likewirge, here, for It wpaa a
mighty good dinner—{fried chicken
and all the fixin's, home-made style,

And Houllban Kept the. Log.

Houllthan of the Oakland Tribune
was officlal map-maker and log-
keeper for the party. He took down
very crossroad on the Pacifie high-
way from Oakland, Cal., on mnorth,
with exact mileages and notes on the
condition of the road. and mapped I,
to boot. This map will! be published
In -the Tribune and the log of the
trip will probably be run (n all the
pADNeTSs, The speedometer of the
Bulck registered exactly 718 miles
from Oakland to Portland, Houlihay
also logged and mapped the Colum-
bia river highway and will have a
degeription of that trip.

On the way north, McGee, who used
to be a cameraman before he went
into the automobile business, took
photographs. He also shot several
pictures on the Columbia river high-
WY,

Just to emphasize to tha news writ-

ers the improvement in Pacific high-

from Cottage Grove norih to Eugene

way conditiong over aven a year ago.
Mctiee took the Buleck over the old

Wolf creek hil! short cut, which has |

# 24 per cént grade in such places ans
the grade Isn't 30 per cent. When
they mgot off this short cut allve, all
hands made it plain to McGee that If
any more “short cuts” were attempted
there would be mutiny aboard. This
Wolf ereek hill short cut will- not be
in Houllhan's log,

Siakiyon Grade Less -Roogh.
The Pacific highway s now. In very
sood condition, all things consldered,
according to McGee, who has Lraveled

It many times, He says the Redding- |

Dunsmulr stretch in northern Call-
fornia, once the worat place on the
highway. hardly even barring the ald
Wolf creek hiil, is now In excellent
shape. Further south, between Red-

ding and Red Rluff, there are a few

short rough spota a mile or 20 each
in length where new construction is
in progress, but nothing of moment.

The Siskiyou mountain grade,
which & month ago was very rough
for eight of the 13 miles on the Ore-
gon Elde, due to paving work, he says
is now much better. Oscar Huber has
done quite & ot of paving in the past
month and the stretches of crushed
rock waiting for the “hot stuff” huave
been worn down by traffic until they
are passably amooth.

Batween Rogue river station and
Urants Pass coming north, and vice
versa golng south, he says the new
highway grade with its elght miles
of fine new pavemen!{ has been
closed to travel temporarily, pending
completion of the pavemeni. Cars
are routed over the old road, which is
gvod enough.

Cow Creek Camnyon Good.

Smith's hill (Sexton mountain) Is
no obstacle at present, and neither Iy
Glendale hill. Cow Creek canyvon is
a1 combination of old road. rough in
spots, and a fine new macadamized
grade, 1t is easy enocugh to travel and
presents no problem to the motorlst.

A lot of highway work Is in prog-
ress on both sides of Roseburg mnow,
pays MeGes, and conssguently there
is & lot of rough golng, though noth-
ing to caume trouble. At Sutherlin
there |s a detour, but it Is short. Pass
Cresk canyon is rough in places, espe-
cially in the Yonczlla section. But
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I of tourist travel next

it'’s merely a question of hoiding the
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torist can go just as fast as he likes From
- oar down to- i safe speed, for the mo- lover most of ity 7 ing

Eugete to Junction City pav-

has now Yeen entlrely,
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“As soon a= yvour Pacifile Righway

is complated,” he said, "vou will have
#i! the tourists vyou can poasibly han-
dle They will come In throngs and

droves. They hear & ot about Ore-
gon while they are in California
they want (o come north and sce .
country. Al pre=sent they hold back
somewhat because of uncertuinty as
ta highway conditlons, but the com-
pletion of the Pacifie highway w
bring them In thousands You will
get many of them thisx season and
MaEny more next Season.

“We have found the Pacific high-
Tay through Uregon surprisingly
#ood and mpels betiar than we had
cxpected. It has been a wondarful
trip and we have enjoyved every mo-
ment of lt—especially the Columbia
river bhighway. which Is worth the
whole trip

“"Oregon is8 doing an amazing
smount of highway construction. No

lane can drive up the Pacific highway

wnd note what is belng done without
aing Impressad at the energetic way
:n which the state is going at 1ts good
roads programms. There I8 no rea-
»on now Why any motorist should
hesitate about driving north over the
highway, but after it is paved for
the whole distance the tourists will
come in thousands.™

Slate Road Open for Travel.

COLVILLE, Wash., June 1%—(Speo-
clal.)—The state road from Colville
to the Little Pend Orellle lakes at
JMiddleport, 16 mlles capt, s 29w open

| net ‘hurt Newport's summes
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NEWPORT ATTRACTS TOURISTS

shortage of Gasoline Held Likely

1o Benefit Coast Resorl.
NEWPORT, O

-That the shor

Tune 10 —i{Special.)
g0 of gnsoline will
tourist

|trade js the statement of Wasne

t of Alban) a travellng saies-
who toura the country for w
Portland firm

I find that many ped
ning to mnke only
- Stunrt

ple are plan-
p this year,
¥ \ i ! o not want
to get stranded with thelr carsand
will select a piace whers they would
be contented to make a long wislt,
Is will bring a return of the old
duys to Newport, I belleve.

“In former days familles came on
the traln and sined from SAwo
waeks to throughout the summar sSei-
son In recent years automobile
owners have planned many trips of
short duration, visiting as many aif-
ferant pluces as thelr time would
permit, Many emall rlaces which
though having aome attraction would
now be sliminated and reszorts such
as Newport, with many forms of enh-
tertainmeont, will be sesiected. The
gshortage of gasoline should allow A
greal deal of working on the roads
and the state should be better oIf &
year henco.”

OCEAN BEACH HIGHWAY AIDED

Nasel Civie Improvement League
Much Interesied.

NASBEL, Wash,, June 19.—{8pe ]
—The Nasel Clvie Improvement
league, W. W, Moffitt, presidenf, s
particularly Interested in the =
plation of the road between NassPand
the Ocean beach highwasy whichSwili
then glve them automohils com 1=
catlon with Haymond, South Be a
ontside polnts. Some $30,000 are a¥ail-
able, -

State Representative Fred B. Nore.
man of Raymond, at the Inst mesting
of the league spoke briefly of sia
end county progresy
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