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science, the 1wo old churches
nbove discourage during this time the
festival of marriage

In the Portland Catl churches
during the Lenten period It ox-
cvedingly doubtful If marripge bans
b been pub 1ed n an iseo-
instance. While there s no
eanon againgt marriage
the clergy a rule do
not perform cerecmonies unless abso-
Intely Imperative and then they are
seldom held In the church. Church
weddl are absolutely barred In the
Roman Catholie church.

Therefore, for romance carries on
no matter what the period, after the
six-waek cessation of marriage cere-
monies in these two of the Inrgest
depnominations, there s giways s num-
ber of love affairs awalting their con-
summation. From the Easter period
on in practically every churdh the
marriage rate Incroases. Indeed the
fiat is that sanctity is gained for fhis
sacrament by having it during or soon
after the Easter period. Traditions
of good omen accrue it this time »o
tHese marriages are appecinlly popu-
lar, In sdditign there are also the
early spring assoclations i romanos
and mating.
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Lent Is Moorning Period,

*Religious mediration and spirftuasl
what we sirive for dur-
. snid Rev. Father O'Haura of
Joseph's Catholic church. “Fes- |
discouraged as much as|
because it not & period of )
Marvinge is o joyful occasion and
in keeping with the spiritual =en-
Lent, especlally Ms thls true
af the :r-,-‘r;ml fromt Ash Wedneésday to
Faster Sunday.”

The of Lent call for
humility and examination of the con-
sclence,Y Bishop Walter Taylor Sum-
ner of the Eplscopal diocese
"Boclal festivals, especially
are practically forbidden during this
time. 1 know of no church marriages
during the’past Lent. Unless there is
4 very urgent need or some good rea-
son for performing *ne ceremony, wa
do not do so in the Episcopal ehurch.
However. immadiately following Eas-
ter Sunday thers are a number of
geremonies scheduled by our clergy.
some of them being of special promi-
nendce. Always Immediately aftar
l.enit there wre a number of couples
wititing ochurch ssunctlon for their
union.™

Though June will doubtless always
be the popular bridal month, owing to
the early summer season and real
romantic setting, the HBaster period
Is the tinie when religlous omens st-
tach the grealer amount of spproval
and significance to marriage. Taking
to heart the lessons of Lént, the churel:
fecls that its chlldren will live & more
profitable life in. this wnjion if it iz
had at this time. During Lant the
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E &l deal of influonce among
devotees are beginning to em-
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Doubtlesy |t hoped
¢ 10 accentuate the m-
r the matri-
thiz peoriod @@ indis-
criminate dissolution and thereby pre-
vent greal number of divorces.

Religious associations of marriage
been connected with Chris-
tlanity since the'bexinning of its era
Regarded as a4 divipe institution be-
cause it begins with and rests upon
holy law, home in its true sense be-
longs only to the wedded. All real
domestic life is the result of marriage
and the chureh strives to bring about
this natura! d¢ontrpot which was es-
tablished by Almighty God at the
first creation of human belngs. Not
only bBas marrlage, essentially re-
garded as o religlous sacrament, bheen
Jealously guarded In Its essential
elements by the church, but the state
early added Its sanotion to marriage
as a clvil contraet, and eclvilized iaws
have defended it with fidelity.

Marriage Treated Lightly.

The glergy of today hold, and
Sustiy it would seem, that this holy
state js regarded too lightly, when
in reality It in elevated to the dignity
of spceamental honer and virtue in
the Christian church.
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Church Demands Obedience.
Taking the stand that, the
benedictions of the church are neo-
emsary and egsential to a proper mar-
Tinge we find that
to the

ceremony,

Eolemn

many people are
religious
the treating it meraly
ns ‘a civil contract. In some essentinis]
this Is so. Mhsmuch as It goutrols (hel
property rights-of the parties
cerned and. guards the soclal standimg
of the woman. However, marriage ls
not a thing of human Institution
doea it sefm, in its fullest
esmpetent for human law forbid
or do away with It. This s one of
the maln tenets of the Roman Catho-
He chureh in their fight for rellgious
control of this relation:

Easter time, when mankind, purged
of ®in by wholesome observance of
precopts established by divine exam-
ple, s wet for by the. church as one
ot the most auspiclous occasions for
the welding of the marriage tiea.
Blessed indeed are these marriages
held on account of the soasonai be-
llefa that accompany them. Church
blefsing, so esdential to all canons, is
held much more necéssary than maere
agreement. They polot out that the
first marrisge, that between Adam
and Eve, was solemnized by God him-
s=lf and quota sgain and agauln the
pregnant phrase, “What, therefore,
God hath joined together, 1ot no man
put asunder, and hold it unquestion-
ably ‘mo
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ceremonies, that of the social and
clvil aspect first followed by the re-
igious, have %besn Kknown for ages
Benediction has always been held by
the Jews as one of the main elements
entering into the ceremony.
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Time Changes FPractices,

In minor particulars the solemnl-
ties of Christian marriage and meth-
ods of observance have differed In
different ages and countries. Peouliar-
ities of race and climate, national as-
sociation and sentiment and of civil
institutions and Ipocal traditions have
wrought Inferesting diversions. Nev-
ertheless the recognixed form of rite
has remained the same the world over
down through the eras.
in the majority of the svangelistic
Protestant churches Lenten canons
aEgainst marriage ars not recoguized
and Lhey are parformed junt the =ame
sl this tlme a8 at any other period
in the religious calendar,
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Man Becomes Houscbhband.

Then after the marriage
emerges a2 a houseband, commonly
enlled husband, an artifieial
given to deaignate the publie,
nlcal, iegal and commercial
and regarded as the antithesis
wife. Wheén prosounced man
wife the judiciai septence conveyrs an
exqifisite touch of delicaey and truth
often overlooked in that man Is thus
sald to recelve the whole nature and
office of the wife inta hiszs walting
bosom, sensible of no line of demarce-
tion or contrast or foreign elements
whatever, but only of a felleitous N11-
ing out of an otherwise unsatlstying
and unnaturnl vold,

Another phnse of the ceremony of-
ten glosned over is that L must be
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3 display windows
nent and wedding ringe,
token will once more spring
In the wedding ceramony
regarded. an a seal and

lifelong tenure of the

by the most irrevoea-
ble sanetion known (o human cove-
nants. The ring is thus the perpetual
pledge and reminder of the inviolable
agresment., In the wedding elrels
gold s generally recognized as the
most ftting materisl, as it 15 reputed
9 ba the most zn e of

metals. ¥ is ihe loviolable seal of
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