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UNCERTAINTIES OF REWARD,
Asplring song writers and libret-
tists will discover, Iff they will take
the trouble to read the report of the
appraiser of the estate of the Iate

| Henry Martyn Blossom Jr., that
however greatly persistence may be
rewarded in the song-writing profes-
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SURPRISING AND SHOCKING,
The reason behind the dismissal of

Secretary lansing as. secretary of
state les deeper tham the triflinz
and inconsequential accusation of

attempted usurpation of executive
yower made by the presidenl. He
travels on a single track, and is given
10 sudden and imperious divagntions:
and he will not tolerate about him
any cabinet or other advisers “whose
minds do not wlllingly go along with
mine,” to paraphrase his own words,
He i= the state. When he 15 {11, the
nation must also lie abed. When he
comnses to function as the executive,
there shall be no other head, but the
slate also shall cease to function, in
all its vital policies.

It is astounding revelation of
the presidential whimsicullty and
pride. It is no less disquieting than
it Is astounding, It s too painful and
efftical a subject upon which to ven-
ture any candid and searching esti-
what is wrong &t the

bnt must ocour to

an

T
it

moderate.sized fortune as the resalt
of more than two decades of hard
work, but a good many of his most
brilliant conceptions were disap-
pointing when measured by money
retnrns.

Blossom ranks with the most suc-
cessful of all American writers of
populir plnys and musical comedies.
“Chockers” will still be recalled by
many who do not remember that he
was its author. The same is true Q
“The Yankee Consul,” “The Velvel
Lady,"” “Mlle. Modiste,” “The Red
Mill," “Baron Trench,” “The
Girl,” and others. The songs in these
comiec operas were sold on a toyalty
basis, after the operas themselves
had proved thelr popularity, with re-
stilts that show how fickle the pub-
lic taste is in such matters,
ties for six months from the songs
from *The Only Girl,” for example,
give the following sharp contrasis:

“Antelnette,” 32 cents: “Equul Righte"
4 cants; “Haere'n (o the Land We Lova™
51.08;: “More 1 Bem of Othera™ §1L82;

as

“Personallty.” SP2TRE: “Tell It All Over
Again.” Sa44; “When You're Away™
E2T5.40: “When You're Wearing Ball And,™
£0.18; “You're the Only Girl,” $1.67; acores.
4. melections, §0.22; waltzes, §2.50, and
fox trot, 23 cants.
ruery Atlantic about the way geog-

This is typleal of the entire list
preparad by the inheritance tax of-
ficer. "The Velvet Lady,” to clte an-
other example, was a soason's suc-
cess al a time when the prohibition)

issue was excecdingly alive In New
York. Yot “Any Time New York
Goes Dry"” yielded only $2.70. He

"

maode $1000.322 from “Love and Life,
and $96 from "Spooky Oockum.” Of
the songs In "Mile. Modiste,” one,
**The Time, the Place and the Girl,”
brought In nine cents, while *“Kiss
Me Amain” netted $3643.00. There
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It will be agreed of course that
President ¥ on's attitude toward |
hig advisors, toward congress, and
toward the public hins always been
gingular. No president ever pro-
fessod o feel mbre desirous of coun-
sel—""thea mecting of minds">—and

none over in practice employed it o)
little. No president ever pursued

=0 consistent a policy of exclusion for

himself in the White House. No|
presldent ever demanded and got|
more of nonpartisan support from

the whole public, and gave less to the
publie. No president wus saver more
tactless in his relations with con-
greas. No president ever defied pre-
cedent so contemptuously and so
continuously, In many maiters con-
trolling the conduct of the ex-
eculive. No president ever so boldly
and resentfully reduced his constitu-
tional counselors to the pltiful status
of mere automatons. No president
ever before left the country to run
ityelf for six months, while he went
abtwoad, and insisted, on his return,
when a great illness unhappily over-
took him, that it should remain in
a headless condition,

When the circumsta
tary Lansing’s conduct are fairly
considered, it will be seen that he
wis moved by an earnest desire to
meet a difficult situation, and to dls-
charge with fidelity his duty to his
chief and his trust to his country.
Hao was the ranking member of the
ecabinet, and heo sought to bring them
together in conference to cover any
amergency credted by the president’s|
disability, and to discuss Inter-de-|
partmental matters. The record)]
shows thiat the cabinet thus sought to
meet the Mexican crisls and the coal
strike. and other questions, and that
the president was aware of its pro-
ceedings, or of some of them, and
made no protest; but when he was|
able he tock over for action certain
affalrs under discussion by the cabi-
net. Now after five months of this
clumsy manner of government, dur-
ing all of which time the secretary
of stale was denied access to the
president, Mr. Wilson suddenly dis-
covers that he has a fearful griev-
ance arpinst Mr., Lansing, and de-
mands an explanation, and, when it
{5 frankly and politely given, relieves
bim of his office.

In ordinary times, it would be said
thiat the discharge of a high officiil
for such small reason, or for no redi-
son, except that he was endeavoring
1o rise above n trying condition, was
évidence of 1 too suspicious and pet-
ulant oxecutive mind: but there
would have been nothing to do about
it, and great apprehension of
alnrm over i, since it must be con-
ceded that the president has g wide
prevogiiive to choose of Lo discharge
the members of his officlul cabinet
They stund in such relation te him
as do no other officers of the gov-
ernment, But in the present ex-
traordinary sitpation, the public will
be disposed to seok a reaxon beyond
merd passing -I‘I'il‘allull or Cﬂ[‘ril‘l.',
and to fear that it lies In an lnex-
plicgble and fathomle=zs presidential
psychology, aggravated by disap-
palotment and illness, and unahle te
adjust itself normally to heavy du-
tioz and pressing obligations, both to
thia public and to individuals. Let
us hope that it is nothing more.
Certainly it is all that Doubtless
when the strain upon him is re-
Heved, and physical robustiness dis-
pihces serious debilitation, there will
Pe ne such grave and astonishing
manifestations of an upsetting will,
an uncontrolled judgment.

nces of Secre-

no

~dhe approaching distribution
gmong the stales of the wvolumes
promised by the American Iibrary
associntion for use of soldlers and
sullors Is less important with regard |
10 the aciual number of books in-
yoived than for the recognition It!
gives to the reading habit created by |
the book movement during the wur, |
It Is estimated that there wiil be be-
tween 200,000 and 300,000 volumes
jeft after the needs of the army and
nevy have been met, and there are to
be allotted one-half in proportion to
the pumber of men from each state
tn service during the war and the
other half in inverse proportion to
the number of books now in the

are A greal many more songs that
vielded less than §5 than there are
that brought more than $100, Blos-
som's work a= a whole was finuan-
cially worth while, but this seems to
have been the result rather of prodi-
gious industry than of skill in esti-
mating the public taste.

Blossom wrote several hundrad
songs In his lifstime. He did not
succeed in averaging & larger per-
centage of successes in later years
than he did in the beginning. There
is no magic ln the business of wril-
ing populnr songs. The method
seems to be to keep everlastingly at
it, to go on worklng without much
thought of the reward, and to trust
the rest to luck.

THE FOLLY OF SOFT BLOWS.

While the last remnant of Deni-
kin's army flees to its ships or to
Roumania and while all of Biberia
lies open to the rods Premier Llayd
George says that he held the oplinlon
i vear ago that bolshevism could not
be crushed by force. He guve con-
siderable help, in the shape of arms
and munitions, to those who under-
took thus to crush it, but he did so
by way of compromise with his cal-
leagues who favored offective Intar-
vention. Hence the aid given to the

larmles of true democracy in Russia

always proved just short of enough
to carry them to final victory. In
every quarter @ little more help
should have proved decisive. Yet Mr,
Lioyd George cites the fallure of his
half-hearted intervention as a vin-
dication of the policy of non-inter-
vention which he wanted to follow
but did not.

Expulsion of the Germans from
the Baltic states, recognition of the
independence of those states, and the
sending of a =mall nrmy to afd them
should- have enabled Yudenitch to
tanke Petrograd last October, when he
came within ten miles of the city.
The German attack on Riga divided
the while forces and allowed the reds
to guther fresh armlies and crush
Yudenitch.

A moderate addition to the Arch-
angel army should have given it
power to advance southeastward to a
junction with Kolehak last spring.
The allies were held to the defensive,
Kolechak was driven back for lack of
support, and the junction became
impaos=ible.

A field army to co-operate with
Kolchak and a force adequata to
protect his rear should have given
him enough force to extend his line
to a junction with Denikin’s right on
the Vplga, to cut off the reds from
the Cnucasus and the Caspian sea
and to prevent the red conquest of
central Asia.

Liberal supply of arme and muni-
tions to_the Poles would have enabled
them to attack suceessfully on the
western front. The ring of fire en-
circling the bolshevists would then
hive been complates,

The ground on which effective in-
tervention was ¢gpposed was a mass
of falsehood skilfully propagated by
the bolshevists themselves among the
working people of the allies. To the
reds of Prance, Britain and Italy It
wns said that thelr capitalist govern-
ments wished to crush the first
government by the proletariat which
had ever been established. To those
whom thiz plea could not reach it
was sald that intervention would vig-
late Russin’'s right of self-determin-
ation. The British labor unions took
up the cause of the reds, and Lloyd
George's ebandonment of Russia was
a surrender to them. The Italian
gocialista forced Pramier Nittl to
adopt the same policy. Clemencean
alone stood out aguninst any polley
but relentless war on the reds, and he
fought and routed the French social.
ists at the election, but France could
not act alope. By truckling to the
British reds the British premier has
prevented the allles from helping the
forces of democracy to save Russia
from a more diabolical tyranfty than
that of the French terrorists,

The story of Russia proves the
truth of Theodore Roosevelt's saying
about the folly of striking soft Llows.
That truth should come home with
particular force to the British, for
bolshevist power now spreads over all
of northern and central Asia, thraat-
ens DBritish supréemacy In Mesopota-
mia, Persia and India, binds together
all the Mohammedans of Asia in an
anti-British alliance, and attacks

Upraries of each state lu propordos to, Briwin's ally, Jepan, io Corea and

ries run down in the face of demand

Only |
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Aanchuria. All opposition to the
reds Is dead in Rugsla. The old army
officers who were forced into the red
|service by threats to massacrs their
familles now are so embittered
against the allies for deserting them
that they are ready Lo fight for the
soviet in an aggressive war. Lieyd
George now seeks to avert thie storm
by resuming trade with Russla and |s
suspecied of negotiating peace under
cover of & conference on exchange of
prisoners. So soon after it has led
the allies In triumph over the might
of Germany s Britain brought to the
humiliating position of truckiing to
the party which aims to bolshevize
the Britizsh isles.

WIIY DYLAY?

Generzl Wood's declaration in re-
gard to the league of nations is frank
and straightforward enough to sat-
isfy any reasonable man, but it will
not satisfy Senntor Borah or others
of the death battalion. With the
Lodge reservations attached, the
covenent would constitute a general
ondorsement of article 10, but the
Unifed States would remain free to
edopt its own application of the prin-
ciple.

So much attention has been pald
to this and other controverted points
that the solid, undisputed benefits of
the covenant have been overlookeid.
It binds all nations to arbitration
and mediation and” to dissrmament,
and it makes an outeast of any nn-
j tion which violates that pledge.

Five years ago we should have
considered even this much a great

advance on the road to permanent
peace. Iublic opinien has been 5o
clearly expressed that decision

should not be deferred till November

jdust to please Senator Borah and his

little coterie,

RECURRENCE OF EPIDEMICS,

The conclusions of two British
scientists, based on a study of vital
statistics for a number of years, that
influenza epidemics have a tendency
to recur at intervals of thirty-three
weeks until they have exhausted
themselves, seem to he borne out at
least in  part by the news from
varlous parts of tha conntry, and
they illustrate the importince of ac-
curile records regarding community
health. There is no magic in dupli-
eation of threes, as the necroman-
cers of a few centurles age would
have tried to makes the psople bea-
lieve, but there is= & warning in the
statement, if it I8 approximately
boerne out by events, There can be
no excuse for lack of preparedness if
we can [oretell the return of an epl-
demie, and no reason why health
authorities should not have the ma-
of their departments in
working order. This would hold good
iIf periodicity coincided only approxi-
mately with the statistical conclu-
sions of the Britigh =cientists.

The rate of progress of an epl-
demie from point to point is not
easily ascertainable, and with so-
called Spanish influenza in particu-
lar it has been complicated In o good
many instances by fallure to recog-
nize it as suoch at its onset. It hap-
pens to be true, however, that influ-
enzie appeared in New York about
the middle of September, 1918, and
again in 2 milder form in May, 1919,
and that thereafter, about Christmas,
1919, it was again recognized, al-
though there was at first some dis-
pute mhout it, and the health com-
missioner of New York still inslsts
that It has not assumed “epidemic™
proportions. This, however, is only
quibbling over a word, for within a
few duys the number of daily new
cases had Increased from hinety to
more than 1300, and there-were in
many of these cases the classic se-
quellae of pneumaonia from which
the malady derives most of its terror.

The course followed in the middle
west and in the states of the Pacific
coast was nearly the snme n9 that of
the plague in the east. In the first
occurronce, it wos on September 26
that Portland physicians bezan to
warn the public that the danger was

not imaginary, but very real, and
within a few davs thereafter cases
beran to appear. The epldemlic

reached its height in point of fatali-
ties the last week in October, but it
was not until the day before Christ-
mes that the city auditorjum re-
ceived Its fingl fumigation. Three
tragic months had intervened in
which far more deaths occurred and
more families were bereaved than by
the war. The end of the first thirty-
thres weeks was not marked by a
recognized outbreak, and it is not easy
to determine whether the rule was
followed with minute accuracy as to
the second thirty-three-wesk inter-
val, but the present epldemic prob-
ably had Its inception within a few
days of the appointed time. It was
mild, as has been =aid, and there was
reluctance to identifv it as-a recur-
rence on that account. It had been
in existence for some days, probably,
before its effect began to be felt
Here, becanse we had learned some-
thing from experience, more or less
drastic nction wias tiken, and it was
perhaps because of this that we have
thus far fared as well as we have
done.

The event also bears out the con-
tention of those who have studied the
behavior of influenza on its previous
visit to this country that it may be
expected to lose intensity with each
new appearance, and that it niso may
vary in some of Ilts minor manifesti-
tions, The shifting of the point of
attad®, occurrence of cases present-
Ing d.ll'flarcm. phenomena, a greater
number showing enterle disturbances,
and so on, with sporadie outbreaks of
greater than expected inténsity, are
in line with the history of the previous
plague of the latier years of the pre-
cadlng contury. It is shhown also how
dangerous it is to dogmitize on the
subject and how the rule of age-in-
cidence, for example, may be de-
parted from on occasion. While
pneumonia growing out of influenia
in 1918 and 1919 was destructive
chiefly of life in the most vigorouos
period, In the twenties and thirties
and the very young and the old were
largely spared, it now seems to have
taken a new turn, and whiie the mor-
tality rate is distinctly lower than it
was, the disease is op the whole more
ominons In the ages that formerly
gacaped. It Is inexplicable, but the
figures covering a wide area seem
to substantiate the statement, and to
show the Iimportance of taking
prompt precautions without regard
for age or any other appiarent pre-
vious guaranty of immunity.

it eannot be safd that physlcians
have yet maustered the secret of the
ciuze of influenza, or that they have
developed any more than general
principles for Its treatment. Prompt
quarantine is believed to have helped
considerably, but probahly the most
potent factor in holding it within ap-
preciable bounds Las been the costly,

provious experionces which quellsd
the spirit of bravado with which that
visitation was met in its beginning.
It has been shown with reasonable
certainty (hat chances of surviving
an attack are multiplied by a regimen
of sleep, moderation in eating and
avoidance of fatigue. It is rather
well established on the other hand
that If one deliberately concelved the
mad desire to contract the malady,
he could do so by the simple expe-
dient of overworking, overeating
and otherwise by permliiting the pro-
tective forces of the body to reach a
low ebh. Tha case of & nurse, cited
by a Kansas City anthority, |s a clas-
sical example. Afler several weeks
work In caring for influenza patienis
sha obtained a fulse sense of im-
munlity, and ane evening sat by an
open window until she was chilled.
She immediately developed an un-
mistakable cuse of influenza, The
germs of Influenza had been in her
threat all the time: they had been
prevented from galning mastery until
she lowered her resistance to them
by violating a simple rule of health.

The moral is, of course, obvious to
those who believe that an ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of cure.
The poszibility of further recurrence
will also be borne in mind. It Is not
o multter to be trifled with. Even
those who prefef calling it “grippe”
to “influenze” will not, {f they are
wise, trust to a difference In términ-
clogy to pull them throuogh.

AN UNDERPAID NECESSITY,

The cause of the rural mail carrier
will need no other chumpion than
the natural course of events if resig-
nations continue at the rate recently
reported. More than fifty a day on
sn average nre siid to have been
lenving the sprvice, because they find
it impossible to earn a living, to-
gethor with the upkeep of the fliv-
ver and also the horse or two re-
quired in the northern regions In
winter If schedules are to be main-
tained.

There has been, it will have been
observed, no talk of a rural mail
carrier’s strike, but there has been
comparable with that

A movement
in the schools, to leave the job be-
caure g belier living chan be made

in other waya, It goes without say-
Ing that something will be done about
it—some day. The R, . D, has
benome too well established as a
public necessity to warrant the sup-
poxition that the people will ever be

content without it. To abandon it
now would be to remove the lasl
to

prop from under the movement
induce more farmers to siay on the
land.

Indirectly the future of the mall

carrier is bound up in the solution of
the high cost of eating problem.
PLUMB FULL OF FPLANS
Glenn E., Plumb gives promise of
becoming our buslest adjuster of
economlc wrongs. He has settled the
railroad problem—to his own satis-
faction and that of a great many
rallroad employes. Now he Is at work

means of which 20,000,000 citizens
will be interested enterprise
embrucing every step from produc-
tion of raw materials to collection,
manufaoture, storage and distribu-
tion. And he also gives hint at the
farmer-labor conference that he is
working on a plan to pay off the nn-
tional debt.

in an

Such intricate matters are easy for
Mr. Plumb. A close insight into hls
genins may  be derived from his

statement that 2 per cent of the pop-
ulation own B0 per cent of the
wenlth; 83 poer cent own 35 per cent
of the wealth and 65 per c¢ont of the
people own 5 per cent of the wealth,

The statement is not unfamiliar. It
often appears In the  speeches or
writings of those who are determined
to correot all Inequalities, The cen-
sus bureau thoughtfully provides nus
with an appraisal of the wealth of
the people, but it has not issued one
since 1912, li= last estimate is di-
vided Into twenty-one ltems, of which
real property taxed constliutes abount
one hilf. Other items Include live-
stock; farm implements and machin-
ery; manufacturing machinery, tools,
ete.: rallroads and eguipment; street
railways; telegraph systems; tele-
phone systems; light and power sta-
tlons; agricultural products; manu-
facturing products; clothing and per-
sonal = ornaments; furniture, car-
riapes, ete. The difficulty of segre-
guting the millions of owners of (his
wealth into classes of very rich, rich,
pear rich and poor, if pnmes of own-
ers are indeed available at all, is to
determine whether the John Henry
Smith who owns a tract of timber
land in Oregon is the same John
Henry 8mith who owns u block of
stock In the Pennsylvania rallrond.
Multiply this problem by many
thousands and the impracticability of
determining the percentage owner-
ship of national wealth becomes ap-
parent, i '

In some countries natlonal wenlth
is ostimated upen the buasis of the
total income, by multiplying the in-
come by five and sometimes seven.
That method has been rejected in
this country because of the fluctu-
ating character of incomes. Probuably
the total of incoma tax roturns is
available for reaching a similar es-
timate, such as it is, in the United
States, but the Individual Income
standing alone s not necessurily in-
dicative of the possesslon of wealth.
The lawyer, architect, doctor, ma-
chinist, office holder or other per-
son engaged in gainful pursuit, who
earns $3000 & year, may possess only
office furniture, or tools, personal
clothing and ornaments. The total
of his possessions may be §500 In-
stead of the multiple of his income,
which would be $15,000.
" Thus it appears that the 2-per-
cent-of -the-people-own-60-per-cent-
of-the-wealth estimate was made by
some one who had little to work with
except his own Ingenuity for guess-
ing. whether he was a government
statjstician or not, unless it was made
by Mr. Plumb himseif, to whon:
nothing s impossible. The phrase is
quite a mouthful and tends to cause
a Binking at the heart. But in itself
it is deceptive, true or not. More
than one-half the population i=s under
21 vears of age. Property accumula-
tion generally comes nafter that
period of life. Two per cent of the
people is approximately 2,200,000,
The census department's appratsal of
national wealth In 1912 was 157 bil-
lons:. If 2,200,600 persons own
60 per cent of this wealth they
own an average of about §51.000
each., Put that way the statement is
pot so staggering. Bul wealth 15 gen-
erally distributed among heads of
familles and persons of mature age,

50 the 2,200,000 actually represent in

on a farm-labor co-operative plan by |

population about 10,000,000 persons,
which reduces its alarming character
still farther.

Biit io truth thers is no satisfac-
torily significant relation between
statistics on ownership of wealth and
stetistics on total population. Wealth

in the main 4s divided among persons |

of earning capacity; population in-
cludes men, women, boys, girls and
infants, the greater proportion of
whom have little or no property of
their own, elther for the reason that
they have not reached the property
acquiring age, or if so, prefer not 1o
hnve the responstbility of ownership.
or lack 1hrift or earning capuacity, or
the fortune of birth,

So It appears that Mr. Plumb in
withdrawing for inspection from his
filing eomase Plan 3 (three, count
them) Is stating pretty much of a
platitude when he exclaims against
the unfairness of requiring the 65 per
cent who own but 5 per cent of the
wealth to pay more than thelr pro-
portion of the national debt, No
scheme of direct taxation has been
proposed which would exact money
from babes lp arms or the children
golng to school or the beginnerg in
guinful pursuite or those who lack a
reasonable earning capucity. These
are probably more than 65 per cent of
the population. The most generally
spplled direct federal tax is now: the
Income tax. The famliy head gels a
certain exemption for sach child and
the poorly paid individual is not
taxed nt all. Mr. Plumb noed not
worry about the 656 per cent. But
the advice is doubtiess of no value Lo
Alr. Plumb. Even one of his capucity
must be in a highly nervous state
after conducting the exhaustive re-
search necessary to determine the
impossible as to the relation of
wealth and population.

SLANG,

The protest from l.ondon against
an “incursion of American slang”
which is manifested by British play-
wrights and song-writers in their de-
sire to please the public, will hbe
mildly interesting to those of our
men who, having sojourned in Eng-
land on the way to France, have
had their own difficulties in inter-
preting the slang of the British them-
solves, but it will serve a good pur-
pose in the war on slang in general
by letting both people see how it
sounds whoen others use it habitually.

The objection here voiced d= not,
apparently, an objection to the ecoin-
uwge of strong words and phrases,
but te their parrot-like repetition
in a sensa far-removed from the
purposa  they woere originally called
on to perform. This Is, indead, the
esgence of the case against slang 'in
general. Few who employ it do so
to give emphasis to "a thought, but
more use it to concea! the vaculty
of an empty mind. This has proved
particularly true where one people
have tried to adopt the slang of an-
other, without meanwhile obtaining
an approximate idea of the mean-
ing it was Intended to convey.

TEACHING WITH IMAGINATION,

Edward Yeomans, who writ
rather pessimistic vein in the Feb.
ruary Atlantie about the way geog-
raphy Is taught in the schools and
outlines the way he would have it
taught, gives the Impression, perhaps
unintentionnlly, that the shortcome-
Ings he describes are peculiar to the
teaching of the Hranch of knowledge
in which he s g0 greatly interssted.
The burden of his complaint is, in
short, that teachers lack imagination.
“There Is, of course,” he says, “a
geography of information, but it does
not becoms educational until it 1s
transformed Into a geography of in-
spiration.” Most persons who re-
member their own school days will
recnll, of course, thea time they spant
in committing to memory certidn
prosale facts and formulas (hat
meant little or nothing to them, It
used to bé—and in some places still
is—the practice to retqulre the pupll
to learn & great humber of place
names;, unassociated with facts of
definite human interest. Lakes of
tha interlor of Aifrica, mountain
chitins in Asin, islands of the Pucific
—just their naomes gnd little more—
were favorites, Tanganylka, Fopo-
ofitepet], Raratonga, were words to
conjure with, TLike the bishop who
could charm a congregation with the
unction with which he
the sonorous "Mesopotumia,” the
geopraphy teacher dwell on sound
and gave relatively little thought to
sense. It is no wonder that Amerl-
can children grew up with oenly a dim
idea of their relation to the world.
Desirable as It may have been to
know the names of the capitals of
the states and of the rivers on which
they were situated, it = falr eriticiem
to sy that the manner in which
these |

Isolated fucls wore taught left
the pupils cold.

Yet one is reminded again by read-
ing Mr. Yeomans' all too gloomy re-
view that nothing is quite as bad ns
it seems. He pictures the typical
geography teacher as “a girl of
twenty-five or k0, who touches up
her fnce with a little paint and pow-
dor, wears the high-topped and high-
heeled shoes and short skirts of the
‘shop lady’ and her customer, and is
teaching until some male picks her
off the tree of knowledge of good and
evil as o ripe and desirable apple,
thinking that the Gurden of Eden
goes with it.” This is not, of course,
o fair indictment either of teaching
in generil or of geography instrue-
tion in particular, but it is a fair
specimen of the kind of criticism In
which some educational pharisees
habitually indulge. It does, however,
conceal a vestige of truth applicable
to the tsaching not only of geog-
mphy, but of physics, and the lan-
ruages, and perhaps of mathemitics,
and certainly of history. But it is
nardly fair to measure the develop-
ment of teaching by the statement
that we use only a book “written by
a mnn who was interested in writing
sbout geocgraphy as & means of mak-
ing a lUving,'" or with the help of
“giobes manufactured by people who
care no more for geography than the
people who make stoves or hats'
There 15, too, a famillar sound to the
charge that the teacher Is interested
only in "puiting over a certain proc-
ess called “teaching geopgraphy,” to
get enough to pay room and board
and dllow something for her real in-
terests besides."

The fact is, of course, that the oir-
cumstance that a teacher—ofl geog-
raphy or any other branch of knowl-
pdge—is also interested In “gelting
enongh money (o pay room and
bourd’” ought not to count against
her (or him), and that the problem
of finding teachers possessed of the
rore quality of imagination probable
Is no more or less difficult than it was
half & century ago. Most aduits of
the’ present time, reviewing their

sehool days, will recall that gome of
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their teaclers inspired them, while
others did not. The fundamental im-
portance of A teaching geography
“with imagination” will be conceded,
and it also will be believed thut every
other branch pught to be inciuded in
that ontegory. Buat it will be ques-
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fers more from negiect In this re- Leslis'e. Fill o table|
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| salves at the outset of their promis-
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When the democratie party tries
to annex Herbert Hoover without his
! consent, what becames of the right
of political self-determination to
I'which Its lender is devoted? And
Fw}-;u. n confeasion of poverty in
atesmen 18 thi= attempt to put a
rapuibllioan at the head of the demo-
cratie tiekest! Any way you logk al
i“.. the democratic Hoover boom is o
|plg-<'|- of freak politics born of a for-
| lorn hope.
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diversion on the Atlantic cooast,
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will make the trip to Cuba unneces-
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Another unfortunate thing
the high price of potatoes is
| temptation it offers the farmer
'pl;mt only the culls;, thus inviting
a poor crop next year and a further
continuance of high prices,
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to hear about how a
Chinaman found it necessary Lo carry
his money in a wheel barrow. Now
it seems that the German must be
in that elass,
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of his trip to Berlin not long be
the war s retold by Thomas Commor-
ford Martin In the Bpringfield Hepub-|
lican One of Edis ] bench
workers s Slgmund who
went back to CGermany
made In manufact
and became a privy councillor of the
empire. PBergmann brought Kdison
inte the presence to exhiblt the oper- |
ation of his latest phonograph, whare-
upon the kaiser got Edison to take
thae machine apart slowly and assem
ble It Next day before a guthering Wil
of his notables asz though It wg#|

a startling novelty to liim the kalser |

repeated the performance himmalf for
the benefit of an uastotiished colrt
and gotl away Wwil il—except as 1o
Edison, who remarks dryly that then
and ihers he “got the kaleer's num-
ber,” so that the episode the
Meteor pewter racing cup had no ele-
ment of surprise r him In it Edl-
the Btory almost sadly, for
s reil smaritness
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It may be admitted that the cost
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il about.
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There is a story from New York
that storage egss dropped as low as
11 cents a dozen, but it ls not stated
Iwht'l.r. the egzs were to be used for,
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A man has been arrested in Port-
land on a charge of making counter-
feit dimex. We wonder what he
thought he could buy with them,
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Since the allies have left the Poles
fo do their fighting aguinst the reds,
the least they should do is to feed
the hungry, rageed legions.
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Non-smoking studenis at Walla
Walla appear to be putting it all
over the smokers—and saving a lot
of money besides,
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We are more than ever convinced
that there is little or nothing in the
groundhog superstition.

Twins a_al‘.‘cm!_ﬂa—_i;lv-a moon-
shining plol. Heavenly twins, prob-
- ably,
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