THE SUNDAY OREGONIAN, PORTLAND, FEBRUARY 8, 1920

-
Suniay Oregontan
ESTABLISHED BY HENRY L. PITTOCK,
Publishied by The Oragt g
136 Sixth Sireeti,
C A MORDEN,
Enkger
The Oregonia
clates! i'resa
sxciusively +nt
tien of. &ll
ar aet olhe:
aleo the al ey
MEhis of republle
herein nre

jal
UTeETn.
B. PIFER,
Edlwr.

{ oy

the Asgo-

n s

Bubseription Bates—Invariably In Advance.

N FORT . o5 vnses
roe months., ..

pontof{ice money

ghack Oon your

CUrreAcy are

flice address

Eastern Business Offle
s buliding De-
<o rupreseniative

SOME OF THOSE “GOLD BEICES.™

Becretary Danlels showed poor po-
Ntieal judgment when he sald that
the republi ma jority In the é6th
congress had he people
gold brick. That remark calls atten-
tion to what this congress has ac-
tunlly done. It h: record of
highly useful a vement, to which
it constantly a

Owing to the slowness with which
appropriation bills were reported
from committee, there was a conges- |
tion of business towards the close of
the democratic 65th congress which
made an opportun for Ren-
ators to fili bills to death,
Consequently P W
1t necessary, mucl inst
o call an extra of
congress, It appropriation
bills so effectually t it reduced the
sums of appropriation by §939,692,-
B4l

A ke record of economy has been
made with the new appropriiation
bilis for the next 1 yenr. The
tolal asked was $4.F 681,646. The |
amount upon which congress agread |
was §° 713,652, o deervase of $1 -
685, 867,81

At the time when many thonsand
cilizens are calculating how much of
thelr Incomes they must hand over
to the government in the shape of
taxes the saving of these large sums
by eareful wate the treasury
will be pecul Iy welcome,

Nor im any part of the sconomy ef-
fected at the extra session due to the
ebding of the war. All of th 3
timates In which reductions
made were submitied (o congross
after Armistice day, that is, after the
war was over. The difference repre-
sonts the difference between demo-
cratic and republican ideas of the ex-
Penss necessary to conduct the govs
ernment in peace Lime.

The ii6Lh cong has also enncted
much highly imporiant and benefi.
cial legisiation, which Includes:

Submission of the woman suffrage
amendmeont

The prohibition enforcement law.

Return  of  telegraph, telephone
and cable lines to their owners

Vocational traloing snd rehabill-
tation of wounded soldiers and
ors and other m ures for the bene-
fit of war vete

Extension of food control met, and
prevention of boarding and profi-
tecring.

Incorporation of American Legion.

Additional compensiation for pos-
tal employea

Facilitating marketing of agricul-
tural produc amounts
which banks r

Making Immig
stringent

For completion of Alaskn railroad

Punishing transportation of stolen
motor vehicles,
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INFLUENZA,

If the present influenza epldemlic
runs true to form, there will be need
* | tor patienee and for enlightened and

cantinued efforts to minimize its evil
effects,

| Life statisticlans

insurance
with
1588-9 admit that the points of re-
semblance do not warrant dogms.
tism, but belleve that they indicate
that precautions will be necessary
for & number of years to hold the
malady within bounds. In the pre-
vious epldemic, already referred to,
the elimax was reached In 1891, with
recurrences each year, gradunlly Ju-
creasing unti]l normal was attained.

One definide conclusion has been
reached, however, and that Is that
previous Instructions still hold good
as to combating the disense In the
beginning by taking plenty of rest,
and by giving attention to every sus-
picious allment, no matter how
soemingly trivial., These precautions
wiil be indicated for at least two
veurs, and are doubly advisable, of
course, while the present visitation is
threatening.

EFRING GARDENING.

War and peance gardens are likely
to have Jost Interest by this time for
A good many householders, who,
if they were wise, wonld®*make their
plans for 1920 on the theory that
food is not golng to be perceptibly
more plentiful than it was during the
war, or at least since the armistice
wns signed, The Unlted States de-
partment of agricultore Is probably
right in saying that gardens are go-
ing to be fully as important during
the coming yeur as they have been
at any time in the past. Farm gar-
dens, villuge gardens, backyard gar-
dens, all will belp, The past season
ought to have taught a lesson. Those
who could have grown some of thelr
own food and did not do so have paid
for their neglect.

February is a good menth in Ore-
gon in which to plan the home gar-
den and it frequently affords oppor-
tunity for a good deal of outdoor
work, The old rubbish can be cleared
rwny and some preliminary work
done, The velerans of the war gar-
den movement will have learned by
this time that pea= started early
bring their own reward, and that {1
pays to take a chance on some of the
hardier vegetables. BSuccessions of
plantings insure against loss and pro-
vide a continnous supply. A point not
to he forgotten hy the owners of
small plots Is that nn sarly heginning
helps to get the earlier crops out of
the way. There iz plenty of time for
the chief staples, but early yields are
an important aid to thrift.

It is as true of food production as
of any other industry
count more than brawn, A good dend
Tiaz been accomplished when the
plun of n garden has beon made. This
is 1 Fohruary job. Laler will come
the backbreaking work with hoe and
g pot, but this Is made all the
easier by knowing what It is all
about. The kind of food stuffs of
which wo are mostly Lo be short this
year are those that ean be grown at
home with moderate cara All the
other argumenis in favor of home
gurdening, made familiar by three
wrs of campalgning, are as sound
as they were in 1010 or in 1018,

spray

SCIENTISTS ARE HUMAN,
The storm precipitaled by the
awnard of the Nobel prize in chem-
latry to Dir. M. Habel, a German who
was associated early In the world
war with the development af polson
gas, although it was not for this per-
formance that Dr. Habel was chosen
for distinction, shows that there s
utill & wide gap between theory and
practice as to the “internationafty"
of =olence, about which & good denl
has been said in the recent past 1t
Is still true as at-abstract proposition
thnt knowledge 1s universsl in its ap-
plieation, Certain patent laws may
restrnin and copyright regulations
limit the manufacture of devices and
the publieation of books, but they
conpot and do not attempt to pro-
hibit the acguisition of knowledge
fluelf, Wherefore it was widely pre-
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dieted that when the war ended the
scientific men of all natlons would
be drawn together by the magnetie
power of thelr common purpose, and
that the entente wounld be promptly
restored among them,

But it i5 not so with the French,
and probably will not prove true as
to other nations. The Nobel awards
in medleine snd physics lave beer
declined with indignation by the twe
French savants to whom they were
made. They refuse (o let their
nwimes be linked with that of a Gers
man of the notoriety of Iir, Habel,
notwithstanding that there is no re-
puirement that they shall come In
contunct with him in person. They
hoid that the whole Nobal series is
contaminated by Habel's connection
with the asphyxiating gas movement,
that Habel is morally unfit to be the
reciplent of any honor, and wish
thelr action to be construed as a pro-
test against recognition of any indi-
vidual, In Any manner, who made use
of his sclentific knowledge to further
an inhuman purpose.

For complete understanding of the
spirit that actuated the Nobel jury
of nwards, it should be known that
the prize was not given to Iir. Habel,
as has bean stated, for his ressarches
in the particular department of
stience having relation to the use of
gaves in war. Habel's master ac-
complishment was his work on the
synthesis of ammonia in its relation
to the fixation of atmospheric nitro-
gen, a subject of wide economic In-
terest and having an Intimate bearing
on the maintenance of fertility of the
sol]l and consequently on the ultimate
cost of living, The nitrates are nlso,
| n= iz generally known, capable of ex-
tensive employment in the making of
explosives, The same 18 true of an-
aother Industrial chemical element,
potash. The defenders of Dr. Habel
hold that it is impossible for the
abetract sclentist to pursue every dis-
covery to its conclusion, that he Is
not responsible for the misuse that
may be made of it, that what he has
done to make nitrates maore avaflable
ought to he appraised on its merits
aside from his work a® a chemist in
the employ of the German govern-
ment.

Alfred XNobel., who founded the
fund that bears his name—a bene-
faction valued Dbefore the war at
some $5,400,000—owed his fortune
to his invention of dynamite, but he
is known to posterity as a philan-
thropist, and he stipulated that one-
fifth of its income should be dis-

‘snd before the s¢ssion ends practi-

2

tributed to the person dding the most
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who

— | have compared the present onsel
the course of the epidemic of
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effactive work in the Interest of uni-
versal peace. He gave dynamite to
the world as a constructive agency,
and undoubtedly the major uses that
have been made of it have justified
his expectation® Nevertheless, the
Nobel jury has precipitated a storm
by its selection of Dr. Habel, perhaps
because in i neutral detachment it
faijled to Interpret the nttitude of the
rest of the world. As an ollve
branch, the award has proved a fi-
asco. Resumption of friendly rela-
tions even between sclentists of the
former belligerents is not going to be
as easy as it may have seamed.

INCOMES AND AUTOMODILES,

We do not share the opinlon of
the New York Globe that ownership
of an automobile is a falrly conelu-
sive Indication of possession of tax-
able income. Taking automobile
ownership as the index the Globe
conaludes that Incomes are more lax-
Iy appraised in the middle west and
Pacifie states than In the east. In
the eastern states in 1917 the num-
bar of automobiles owned praetically
coincided with the number of per-
gonal Income tax returns. In the
middle west the number of auto-
| mobiles was more than double the
number of income rveturns and in the
Pacific states there were 321,562
personal income returns and 664,472
automobiles, In that year the mini-
mum taxable incomes were $3000
and $4000.

Probably If a similar comparison
were possible for the period before
the popularity of the automoblle it
would be found that then a greater
praportion of persoms2 of moderate
means owned and majintained horses
for pleasure purposes in the middle
and far west than In the east. To-
day, more than twice as many auto-
mobiles are owned In Oregon In pro-
portion to population than in New
Yorl.

But the Intter instance does not
necessarily imply that per capita
wealth is greater in Oregon than in
New York or that Oregon has a
groater propertion of persons who
live beyond their means than New
York.

The answer Is more likely found
in the different conditions of life.
The flat or apartment in which the
person of moderate means is gen-
erally forced to live in the greater
vitien has no place for an aun-
tomobile and the public garage Is
axpenxive and often too far away
to be a convenience. The detached
home with its private and Inex-
pensive garage is an institution of
the smaller cities. Accessibility and
maintengnee cost of an automoblle
are important considerations for the
person of moderats income when he
feels the Iure of ownership.

LES. =

Spiker-Knowles “love tri-
angle,” with which pewspaper read-
ors have been regnled for o week, is
news, curiously, both because It is
and is not & new thing In triangies.
Nothing, unfortunately, seems less
common these than love tri-
angles In thelr basic aspects, as many
A motion picture plol gives testimony,
and nothing, perhaps, comes nearer
commanding attention, as Is revealed
by box office recelpts from these
snme triangle themes. Love in Its
|ILI}:l|r'e-t manifestations is for poots,
lor for folks who do not talk much
aboutl their Intimate affairs, but it
lnoks (he deamatic force, the “pep,”
essential to competition  with the
kind that fills a playvhouke or crowds
‘a courtroom. The peaceful, unevent-
ful and unadventurous blographles
of plain married folks who conduct
themselves circumspectly, renr their
families dutifully, and pass through
this wvale without scundal, are not
“news" for reasons that will be suf-
ficiently ohvious to the thoughtful.
It ix & good sign that it is s0. Unas-
suming virtue at least his not at-
tained first-page stature because of
its rarity.
Yet only the saperficial will take
it for granted that everything sordid
in domestic life is a matler of public
concern, or that newspaper readers
would be otherwise than bored by
relation of all the petty detaills of
cvery so-called triangle. The affalr
whirh has had lis centers of interest
in Baltimore, Md., and Fall River,
Mnasz, has had a number of excep-
tionnl phases. The attitude of the
wife, who woiild be called the “‘in-
jured”™ ona If she herself had not re-
pudiated the suggestion, and if she
kad not declured that she loves her
husband more than ever, and that he
loves her more than ever, Is one of lts
outstanding dramatic features. There
is a brother of the husband, who has
champloned the cause of the young
woman—the outsider—in the tase,
also n most unusual person, as most
voung men who have thought at all
on the subject of matrimony will
RET&®.

There is tha Thusband, distin-
guished by a quite unusual and a
disarming eandor, und by exceptional
(considering all the circumstances)
willingness to tell the truth, to face
the music, and to atone, so far as
may be, for his indiscretion. There
Is the unmarried mother, set apart in
a worid in which unmarried mothers
are not extinet by the fact of her
amazing good luck In having found
so raady a solution of her difficuit
problem. And there is Baby
Knowles, or Spiker. who probably
will go through life as Ray Spiker,
and who may rise to n place of social
and political prominence, as at least
one before him with a similar start
in life did. Whitever may be
said of the good faith, or the wisdom,
of others involved, this Innocent
member of the cast deserves and
will receive the good wishes of all
who have read #he story. The tri-
angle bacoames a varinble polygon.
From whatever aspect it is contem-
plated, the view js an unusual one.

The manner of people who are so
differentiated from their fellow men
and women by their singular philos-
ophy, or good fortune, or good na-
ture, as the case may be, provides
another tople for discussion. Not
every reader will he able to put him-
self, or herself, speculatively in the
place of every actor in the drama.
But there ars Brother Spiker and
Mrs. Spiker, for example, who are
quite free from blame—an excep-
tional brother In one case, and a wife
in at least ten thousand in the other,
It will be wondered how far one need
go to find two ke them.

There is Interesting historle war-
rant for hope that the future life of
Mr. and Mrs. Spiker will not be un-
happy, notwithstanding the strain
that has heen put on ft. When Ben-
jamin Franklin in 1730, at the age of
twenty-four, married Deborah Read,
“an early eontribution of his own to
the domestic menage,” remarks one
blographer, *“‘was his illegitimate

The

duys

son, William, born not long after his
wedding, of a mother of whom no
record or tradition remains.” It was,
as the historian suggests, an uncon-
vantional wedding gift to bring home
to a bride, but Mrs. Frankiin, “with
a breadth and Hberality of mind akin
to her husband's (and, it will occur
to some, akin to that of Mrs, Spiker)
readily took the babe not only to her
home but really to her heart, and
reared him as if he had been her
own offspring.” James Parton thinks
that Franklin gave this excelleat
wife no further cause for suspicion
of jealousy.

The domestie life of the Frank-
lins is known to have been well-
orderod in other ways;, presum-
ably it was happy in all respects.
“We throve together,” says Franklin
himself, *“and ever endeavored to
make ench other happy.” Bhe wasa
finely formed and handsome woman,
with a falr and pleasing countenance.
Her children and even her grandchil-
dren  were celebrated for their
beauty throughout the colonies. Per-
haps the secret of the happiness of
the couple lay even deeper than in
the wife's forgiving spirit. Franklin
himeelf was In every respect a re-
markabla man. There seems to have
been compléte unity of thought as to
the eonduct of a home. Their table
was plain and simple, as befitted the
author of Poor Richard's sayings;
thelr furniture “was of the cheap-
et

Parton says Mrs Franklin
“taught her husband to be sconomi-
cal,” but we doubt thiat he needed
much Instruction; nevertheless, she
helped. There Is the testimony of
one of his Ietters: "It was & comfort
to me to recoliect that I had ance
bean c¢lothed from head to foot In
woolen and linen of my wife's manu-
facture, and that I never was prouder
of any dress In my life.” And a re-
mark of hers, which he quotas: “If
people can be pleased with small
matters, it is a pity, but they shall
have them.” Plainly, as the life of the
Frankling shows, It 1s possible to sur-
vive a single "triangle'" episode. Tha
parallel. is not complets, but there
are entertaining points of resem-
blance. A wife devold of what more
modern women call “temperament”
and & husband “faithful, tender and
considerate,” as Parton pictures
Franklin, might selve muny difficul-
ties.

Perhaps it is of more than passing
Interest to Baby Splker (or Knowles)
that William Franklln was not
greatly handicapped by his unpropi-
tious beginning. He diztinguished
himself moderately as & soldler in an
Indinn war and became a colonial
governor of New Jersey. Omnly the
fact of his alignment with the royal-
ists in the revolution eztranged him
from his distinguished father. The
proverbial finger of scorn do#s not
soem to have busied itself much with
the developments from this clussical
“triangle.”

SUICIDE IN 1919,

One Interesting thing ahout the
vear's suicide siatistics, compiled by
the Save-a-Life league, is that they
are 50 paradoxical. Almost anything
ciin be proved hy them. which makes
them ripe raw material for study by
philosophers, moralists and scientists
with notions wirendy formed as to
whether Lilp’m'id is growing better
or worse. essimists will discover
In the fact that self-destruction
shows a murked Increidse full con-
firmation of their belief thut the uni-
varse ia going to the dogs: optl-
mists, looking a Hitle further, may
detect in the workings of the Save-
- Life lengue itself, which has been
organized to help people in despair,
o ray of light amid the gloom. But
the open-minded student is likely, we
think, to be frankly puzzled by so0
many contradictions

We ourselves, for example, would
like to have the opinion of a guall-
fied mpsychologist on ‘the showing
made by the figures that, among all
the professions, newapiper editors
alone appear to be immune. The
thought occurs, without much refllec-
tion, that It may be becausze edltors
concern Lhoemselves so much with the
affairs of other people that they have
liitle time left to brood over thelr
own—but this theory does not ap-
pear to be tenahble in the fuce of
the circumstance that lawyers, who
make a living attending to other
folks' business, stand at the head
of the list, in proportion to numbers,
of those who destroy themselves. We
were about to suggest, too, that datly
contnot with the troubles of others
might hove a tendency to make ona's
own s=eem trivial by comparison,
when we were confounded by the
sulclide rate for physiclans. Mem-
bers of- thls profession, though they
minister constantly to the suffering,
including the terribly handicapped
mnd the utterly incurable, are sec-
ond In comparative frequency of self-
destruction. Plainly we shall need
to leok elsewhere for a reason for
the unfultering optimism of editors.
It is at least as difficull to solve this
problem as it is to dlscover why a
{ar greater proportion of hopeless
mortals select apring and summer,
when the sun is shining and the
birds are singing, for sulcide than
give way to despair in the gloomy
days of winter.

Few generalizations are made pos-
sihle by the league's data. It was
rearonable to expect that social
chuos In certain European countries
following the signing of the armi-
stlee would further disturb the al-
ready shoattered morales of many in-
dividuals, but it s not plain why a
nearly equal Increase should be
recorded In countries not deeply

sarred by the war: yet this paradox
is also recorded. Despair leads some
to end their lives, as in lands where
anarchy and famine prevall, and
prosperity unsettles others, as In the
neutral Secandinavian countries and
in the United States. The economic
motive for suicide ceases to be pre-
dominant, The poor have no mo-
nopoly of the mortuary column, Life
s too much for 28 presidents of
large buslness concerns, for more
thun 50 clubmen and for 28 mer-
chants, Women, despite the onward
march of progress of the gex and its
constantly widening horizon of op-
portunity, more and more regard life
as not warth the struggle. There
have been more sulcides since peace
came than in the same number of
months of war and world calamity,

The Save-a-Life laague enumerates
5121 sulcldes In the United BStates
during 1919 but admits that the rec-
ord is probably far from complete.
Its registration area is circumscribed,
and the total for the whole country,
it says, may not be far from
20,000. It has been able, how-
ever, to establish the fact that
sulcide {s  increasing” alarmingty.
Restriction of sules of firearms and
poisons has not accomplished any-
thing. Turning on the gas was the

ing from high builldings came sec-
ond. Drowning was unusually com-
mon. The remedy must be sought
elsewhere than in forcible repression.
The Save-s-Lifs league's fallure to
attempt to form a conglusion Is
significant of the complexity of the
whole problem.

I.I;NODLS‘B BOYHOOD,

The annual debate, usually ocour-
ring about this time of vear, of the
issue whether Abraham Lincoln was
an “average.” or “typlcal,” American
is varied occastonally by discussion
of the circumstances under which
he was reared, and the opportunities
he had for advancement, by compar-
ison with other boys of his time. It
is admitted that he was an excep-
tional youth in respect of the de-
termination with which he ap-
proached the task of self-improve-
ment, and that he was unlike many
of his neighbors, or most of them,
In his mentzal makeup., Yet at least
one of the supposed facts cited in
support of the notlon that he sur-
mounted vast obstacles—the assump-
tion that his father did not share his
desire for a wider outlook, and even
discouraged it—seams to have been
shaken by recent investigation. The
memory of Thomas Lincoln recelves
somewhat tardy justice from a better
understanding. of the part he played
in forming the character of the great
emancipator,

“It Is only by comparison with Itx
surroundings,'" says Arthur 1. Mor-
gan, in an {lluminating article {n the
Atlantie, “that we can get a true idea
of the character and the significance
of the Lincoln home.” The present-
day sod-house of the far western
Canadian homesteader, as the author
points out, Is a self-respecting strue-
ture, reasonably serving Its purpose,
yvet it would hardly besar comparison
with even a poorly equipped’ New
York tenement—its dirt and its lack
of light, air and sanitation seem In-
tolerable. The point i= that while
biographers have described the gen-
eral conditions In and about the
homie' of Thomas Lincoln with rea-
sonahle accuracy, they have permitted
implied comparison with other
meang of living, and these have been
made to appear exceptionally poor
and mean. “The fact seems 1o be
that Thomas Lincoln in his home
life arrived at about the same slage
of development as his neighbors” If
Abraham had grown up in a2 nelgh-
horing home, his habits of life and
his physical surroundings would have
heen about the same,

The. writer found in the Omrk
mountains of Arkangns a previously
undiscovered branch of the Lincnln
fumily, headed by a man whose
mather, a cousin of Lincoln, passed
her chijdhood with Abraham Lincoln
and hafl preserved u store of family
tradition concernlng those early
years. From a clew obtained here
further data were obltained which
led to Riddle, Or., near where John
Hanks, n."\ of Lincoln's “adopted
brothers,” Tives.

The substance of
the conclusions he is able to draw
from these supploments to the
hitherto exceedingly meager infor.
mation had concerning liocoln’s
boyhood is that Lincoln WiLs
reared In “average"” surroundings,
considaring (hat he lived on the fron-
tior; that his father wae perhups a
lHttle more enterprising than the
average of his fellow men, and that
the father nol only met “the nsual
socinl standard of social and com-
mercial suceess,"” but in two Instances
he pave evidence of aspiring to
highoer life than the nelghborhood
aflfforded. Theke were oconnecteld
with two commercial ventures, In one
of which he lost a hoalload of
whisky. In the other, he built
flathoat and filled it with hogs,
“maostly bought on time."

He started down the Patorab. and then
down the Ohln, Ha gt way down thers
samawhers by Devil's sland, and his flat-
boal upeet and he loat evarything. and
pretty nigh got drowned himaeslf He
didn't have no bout to come back with, so
ha came back up the river on foot, all the
way Then he want o worki at his trade
again, and pald uwp nil his debis,

That Thomas Lincoln worked snd
saved for several years (o pay the
debts Incurrad by these (ll-starred
speculations prepares us to believe
that Abraham Lincoln, “as & primary
ossential” to his development, was
of sound stock. But this was not
the only reason why it could come
to pass that he could become the
interpreter of democracy to all the
world:

Vory generally, American public men be-
fore Lincoln had grown up in the snviron
ment of sluve and frees, master and serv-
ant, employsr and employe, rich and poar
How many of them were born and bred
ariatocrats, trying to Intarpreot democravy
to America? But Lincoln graw up in &
demooracy. The economic equality of his
boyhood neighbors wa satinfy an ad-
vanced social revolutlon|st todaey. 2
wore rich and none without fand and shel-
ter If ohe man woarked for another, It
was to acowwmulnte a wiake, that he might
snon become Independent. It was nol necs
esxary for Abraham Linecoln out of his
mind tn create a new conception of de -
raty, IHe grew up I a demacracy,
sorved It, and appreciated i, and
Hepd mnd spoksa what was (o his heart
a man he dld his best to do away wilh
phynioal limitations of his bhayhood
vironment by the bullding of roads and by
enconraging !ndustry, while st the same
time irying to retain equality of oppor-
tunity. He did not confuse primitive Nv-
ing with democracy.

Thomas Lincoln’s neighborhood
was very nearly self-contained, His-
tory has set Thomas Lincoln down
as ‘“shiftless,” but there are ex-
tenuating, or at least explanatory,
circumstances. There was no In-
centive to raise a surplus crop be-
eituse thers was no market for It
The spirit, Mr, Morgan comments,
atill lingers in out-of-the-way places,
where In response to the question,
“How much corn did vou raise this
vear?” the answer frequently is, “All
the corn that we need.” The ounly
significance of san aspeclally large
crop of any staple was that the
planter would not need to grow =o
much next vear. Isolation gave small
stimulus to commercial anmbition.

A few things that are new are
added to what we have already read
of Abraham Linceln’s boyhood. We
are deeply gratified to learn that he
did not use tobacco as a boy, was
not profane, and dld not drink
whisky, “except as Uncle Tom would
have the children drink a dram be-
fore Yreakfast for health™ John
Hanks, of Oregon, remembers that
the nickname, “Honest Abe” at-
tachad to him while he was a boy
He wos not sober and gloomy when
a youth, but bright. full of life and
fun, and very talkative, He was
quick to learn and forgot nothing.
That he was an "average boy," con-
sidering these gifts, Is attested by
his weakness for “putting in" or
interrupting a conversation when in
the relation of some incident the
truth would be departed from or
some item of the account which he
considerasd important would be left
sut. It has not been related before,
we think, that the achievement that
he most prided himself upon was
standing flatfooted and leaning back

a
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favorite method in 1910, and Jump-lnnm his head touched the ground.

'

‘\H’[tim:

“Cock-fighting was very prevalent
in those days, and Abe took consid-
erable interest in it

In other words, Abraham Lincoln
was both & typleal and an eéxceptional
American. He had about the same
epportunities as other boys of his
time;, but he made better use of
them than other boys did. The
stories about his reading by the fire-
light are trues, He knew “Robinson
Crusoe”™ nearly by heart. He was
not a sickly child, as some have
sald he was. Thomas Lincoln was
considerate in disciplining his chil-|
dren; he never “tended to them™ b
fore folks, He was like many ot
fathers of his time; but the new
testimony ls that Abraham did not
require much of this kind of parental
attention.

The story of Lincoln's boyhood
does not, of c¢ourse, explain his
gening, but It throws a good deal of |
light on the opportunity any bay
had in Amerien, even In the time in
whiech he lived. The basis of his
understanding of democracy has al-
ready Dbeen expinlned, The founda-
tion of his ability to think clearly,
of his essentin]l scholarship, was his
intellectunl industry, his cravi fnrl
truth, his willingmess to pay the)
price of it This s Nustrated by
the new wversion of his discovery
of A grammar. There wWas time
when he did not know that there
wus such a thing as a standacd of
speech, but when the schoolmaster
told him that there was he walked
twelve miles to get & copy, “and he
kept it right with him till ke lenrned
it by heart.” There I8 n good deal
in this method. Plenty of boys,
though they might not become as
famous as Lincoln, wonld get farther
than they do If they would take this
leaf ott of the great man's book.
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of
the

centenary
Sholes,

of the
Latham
typewriter,” a re-
minder of the insecurity of fume
re=sting on an invention. Most of the
basle fentures of the first typewrite
are found in the type.bhar muochines
of the present day, but it Is safe to
sy that few operators would be able
to Eive the of the ploneer
manufacturer without consulting an
encyclopadia But Sholes himself
had several

I8

naine

predecessors in the con-
ception of the idea, and ut least one
muchine known to have
been patented as long ago as 1714,
while ten years before Sholes began
work still another Inventor con-
structed a falrly suceessful machineg,
but changed it at a certain stage of
its perfeciion into a device for print-
ing raised Jletters for the blind,
Nevertheleas Sholes deserves the
monument that his friends propose
to ercct to hiz memory, for he did
sucesed in building the (irst type-
writer Lhpt worked,

I

Jack Johnson. the negro prize
fighter who fled to Cuba with a fed-
of year and one
penitentiary over him
convicted of white slavery,
wants to “negotints™
of returning to the
Hoving deporled himsell, the
best solution of his case is to make
him deported for the rest of his life.
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Bunk Clerk Waltar Waterhouse of
Seattle, who confessed to embezzling,
$3500 by taking the money In little
amounts from infctive acoounts,
veloped a lina of eriminality whose
exposure will be benefloinl If It spurs
the “lagy” accounts into aetivity at
n time when no money should be in-
aclive,

idep-

Judge Metourt’s suggestion thaet
the purents of & couple saeking di-
vorce spank them if they eannot
unite them in any olther way thay noi
be practicable in all but it
contilns what they would call on Lthe
vandeville stage the germ of a groal
iden.

Chs

The consolldated New York Sun
will need Lo zo some to
Munsey a reputation
of the distinguished
Charles A. Dana and
that the names vecnll

Heruld
mnke for Mr,
egquid to that
personnlitios,
the Bennetts,

mnd

A witty paragrapher suggests that
the only question now being asked In
teachers’ examinations Is “"What Is
your telephone number?’ Yet |if
teachers continue to resign, it" ma)
come Lo nearly that.

They will have to trot out anothef
abisction to tobacco than its odor to
goet away with their campaign, That
battle cry will only rully the onion
enters to the nleotine standiard—and
there Is an army of them.

1t is timoe for the bolsheviki Lo turn
their paper money printing presses
into plowshares and, gel ready for the
fMne spring weathor that comes to
Russia plong about the middle of
June or the first of July.

Ahotit the last thing in the world
we need s a new South African din-
mond field to lure our boys awa)
from the whent and other fields that
mean so much to those who love Lo
ent.

The home chicken yard is a nat-
ural corollary of the backyard gar-
den idea, but it is necessary in the in-
terest of neighborhood harmony to
keep them a sultuble distance apart.

It is not the first time the Pacifiec
Northwest has been able to call at-
tention to the superiority of its win-
ter climate over that of the blizzard-
swept enst.

.

8o far Viadivostok holds the rec-
otrd for revolutions against all other
iIn Russia. This exercise Ia

places
to offset the riggr of the

needead
climate.

After a while our aviatiBn service
will lenrn to furnish an extra guso-
line tank to its men before sending

them In the direction of the Mexican
border.

Thers are men who on reading|
that Germany is getting whisky from
Americn will think that this was part

| of

' obssrved In svery

of the peace terms of a victorious
army.

Germany cin save a lot of trouble
by deporting those 800 or so high of-
ticials for whom the allies are about |
to issuo warrants,

At the present price of the pound
gterling, the buyer of British goods
will realize that foreigmn exchange is
no robbeary.

This ia the shortest month in the
year, but it has the most holidays in
it—counting Groundhog day as one. |

e T |

The best wishes of this city go to|

Judge Wolverton at Ban Francisco

{for a speedy recovery.
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“Fifteen dollars!
For Indies’ hatls™
But father losen
At what he has
For ma no so0ne
And dad as
Than she looks nt
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It's different, tho', the shoes of men
Will stand another sole,
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To help him buy the coal
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