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GERMANY LEADS IN
AIR, AYS U. 5. ACE

Rickenbacker Testifies to
House Committee.

RESULTS HERE CRITICISED

Most of Fliers Have Quit Because
Government Isn’t Encouraging

Aviation, Is Declaration.

WASHINGTON, Jan,
leads the world in aerlal
today,” declared Captain Bddie Rlck-
enbacker of Columbus, in his tresti-
mony before the house commitiee on
accounts, which i8 investigating ex-
penditures Iin the war department.

“We have spent a blllion doliars on
aviation and what have we to show
for it he continued. "Our organi-
zation of 15,000 men Is gone, and we
have only a few obsolete planes left
Unless the government encourages
aviation we will be outdistanced by
all first-class powers.

“Wea ought to have the world buy-
ing alrplanes at our backdoor now,
instead of having o go to Europe to
buy the latest type planes at Europe’s
backdoor. During the war we never
took a s=tep in advance In airplane
construction that was not forced on

Rickenbacker, as America's ace of
aces In the war with Germany, told
the committee of some of his com-
bats, which gave him an official
record of 26 German
down.

Rickenbacker said that he and most
of the other American acas declopsl
in the war have left flying and gonhe
into other pursults becauss the goew
ernment is not encouraging aviation.

Future Wars in Alr,

“What are your ideas with refer-
ence to the desirability of establish-
ing a new governmental department.
dealing exclusively with aviatlon?
anked Representative James A. Frear
of Wisconsin, chairman of the com-
mitteo.

“1 think it is absolutely essential
to the maintenance and development
of the air service, and future wars
are going to be won or lost in the
air,” enid Rickénbacker.

“There must be a man at the head
of aviation who s in sympathy with
its development, who s willing to test
out new ldeas, and who will encour-
age American genius along that line.

“Americans have besn Inventing
new devices for alrplanes for years
without encouragement at home.
They have taken their ideas abroud,
#old them there and during this war
we have brought back these same
fdeas' at great cost to the United
States

“Now the navy Is subordinating
aviation to the fleet; the army Is sub-
ordinating aviation to the infantry
and artillery; and the postoflice de-
partment and forest service are utll-
izing it but little,

“One department should handls
aviation for all governrmental activ-
fties, and there should be an alert
man put at the head of that depart-
ment. During times of peace flying
should be developed, prinecipally
through the postal and forest serv-
ices. -

Fire Fighting From the Alr,

“Pllots developed In civilian fying
will ba T0 per cent eflicient as mill-
tary fiyers in time of war. The for-
ests of the United States can not only
be belter patrolled by aviators than
by rangers on horsebuck, but the fires
can actunlly be fought more success-
fullty from the mir. Mail carrying by
airplane should be greutly expanded.”

Rickenbacker told the committee
“there never was a4 time In the war
thiat the Germans were not ahead of
the allles in aviation.”

“I belleve Iin giving the devil his
dues,"” he sald.

“We are prone to belileve we are
the best in everything. We should be
broadminded enough %o admit mis-
tukes when we make them.”

When asked by the commitiee to
point out #ome of the things Amer-
ican aviators lacked, which the Ger-
mans had, Rickenbacker declared
that parachutes would have saved the
lives of some of America’s best-
known aviators, including Major
Rooul Lufberry and Captain Coolldge.

*1 have seen German pllots and ob-
Bervers step overboard in an uncon-
cerned way after thelr planes have
been disabled In the alr and go sall-
ing oft In their little parachutes,"”
suld Riekenbacker. *It was an un-
written law of the skieas, at least so
far as the Americans were concerned.
that a man should not be shot down
after he had left his plane that way.

War Department Blamed.

“*The Germans usually landed In
their territory because we carried the
fighting to thelr territory, but some
of them Tfell Inside our lines'

“Why were not the Americans pro-
vided with parachutes?" Rickenbacik-
er was asked.

"I do not know."”

“*"Parachutes have been
years,” was suggested.

“Yes, the first balloon
ever saw at a county fair ended with
the balloonlst coming to the ground
safely In & parachute.”

Rickenbacker =ald he made two
trips to Paris in an effort to get para-
chutes furnished, but didn't succeed.

He told the senate committees that
in his judgment the war department
had made a grave mistake in not en-
couraging professional nutomobile
drivers to go into Mying. He sald
when he tried to ge=t into the alr
service in this country he wns told
that professionals would pay too
much attention to the motor and not
enough to fiying.

“l got 120 houra of fiying out of
my motor, whera the average was
nine hours,” he said. "I could save
my motor. A motorist can tell by the
pulsa of a motor whether it is In
proper working order, just as a doc-
tor by féeling a man's pulse can tell
whether he is Iin good condition.

“I would not go into combat unless
my motor was working properly and
I think that Is one reason I am here
today. Of course I realize that there
was a lot of good luck in ft.*

SOFT TIRES PICKE UP NAILS

The Moral Obviously Is to Keep the

in use for

ascension-- I

Tire Inflation Up.

There came to the writer recently
an owner who stated that it was his
misfortune to have more tire trouble
per week than any six owners in his
neighborhood, that if there were a
tack or nail on the road one of his
tires was sure to pick it up and
pung¢ture the tube, says a writer in
Motor. This owner gave very little
uttention to his tires and tried to
combat the nuisance by getting more
tires, and those of better make.

The high-price ones seemed no bet-
tor than the cheaper with respect to
thelr puncturing proclivities, This
owner’s trouble, when Invastigated,
proved to be caused by underinfia-
gion, hy running the tires so soft
ghat they casily "picsred up” such ob-
dects oa pails, tacks mod gmall, tharp
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stones. After the subject of proper
inflation was explained the jinx ap-
parently disappeared.

During the warm weather wWatch
the tire pressures, see that the tires
are inflated to recommended pressures
and get a tire caliper which measures
the bulge of the side walls. If the
car is heavily loaded on a long run
the pressure might be slightly higher
than usual—perhaps three pounds—
the exact figure depending upon the
added load. That is why it is =0 Im-
poriant to get not only the proper
pressure but the proper wall shape
with that pressure, It Is possible to
partly flatten a 4-Ilnch tire with 80
pounds of air by overloading jt suf-
ficlently.

MOTORISTS VERY

Waste in Tires Alone Estimated at

$225,000,000 In Year.

WASHINGTON. “an. 17.—An auto-
mobile expert has figured out that
over §225,000,000 will be wasted by
motorists this yeiar due to ignorance
and negligence In the care and use of
tires. The following hints on caring
for tires are offered for the careful
conslderation of motorista:

“Slamming on the brakes

WASTEFUL

is per-

| haps rezponsible for more tire troubls

than anything else. The motorist
should always npply his brakes gent-
1y, for everytime they are jammed on

6000 LUBRIGATION
ADDS TRUCK LIFE

Overloading Is One Evil That
Should Be Avoided.

STRAINS CUT SERVICE

Heavy Work Should Be Provided
For by Purchase of Truck That

Is Big Enough, Says Expert.

During the prevalling cold weather,
truck drivers will obtain a consider-
ahly highor efficiency from thelr mo-
tors if they will drain the crank case

frequently, and. using about two

committed In building dump bodies
on trucks. It is the practice generally
to put a three-yard body on a 3%-ton
truck. For thls very reason trucka
used on road-building work cost mora
to malntain and depreciate faster than
in any other line of work. No more
than 2% yards of gravel, sand or
crushed rock should be hauled on B
33 ~ton truck. A five-ton truck with
a three-yard body will prove by far
the cheapest in the long run. It will
cost less to maintain, will stay on the
job more consistently and will last
wbout twice as long,

Proper lubrication is another im-
portant feature affecting the effi-
clency of a truck. Sixty per cent of
the maintenance labor on a locomo-
tive goes for cleaning and inspecting.
The average locomotive Is thoroughly
cleaned and inspected at the end or
about every 150 miles, It Is rarely an
engineer is seen standing beside his
engine without an oll can fin his
hand. Thes best of workmanship and
highest grade materizsls may be put
into & truck, yet it will fail to glve
its owner the service he has a right
to expect from It if the lubrication is
neglected. The best of materials will
not Tubrieate a bearing and the finest
workmanship will not keep a truck
out of the scrap heap If wearing sur-
facea are not lubricated regularly,

The slightest neglect, while not re-
stroying the truck Immediately, will
have damaging effect, and will cause

not only Inereased depreciation but

LET THE WINDS BLOW, THE RAINS

DESCEND AND COLD FOGS

SETTLE OVER THE LAND—THE

OWNER OF AN ESSEX SEDAN SHOULD WORRY.

b o |~

MANY HANDSOME CARS HAVE APPEARED OF LATE, BUT YOU'LL HAVE TO GO QUITE

THIS ESSEX SEDAN FOR STYLE.

A WAYS TO BEAT

. Boss of the C. L. Boss Automoblle company, BEssex distributor here, who's standing beside the new sedan,
hted with this Iatest editlon of the Essex and wel]l he may be, for the factory can't make them fast enough

to supply the demand in this territory.

is Tom Langhorne, Essex salesman,

One of recent purchasers of this model I8 F. W. Leadbetter.
Essex has all the pep of open models and the added advantage of being comfortable in all weathers.,

This enclosed
Inside the car

they lock the wheels and run up tire
bills. 8Such a practice is useless, for
it does not immediately halt the car;
the momentum pand welght often
cause the rear wheels to slide along
for a considerable distance and gouga
off the tread rubber. How it
the damsge has not bheen t Ereat
the owner may still save his tire by
giving it early attention to protect
the fabric from decay and molsturse
and to prevent dirt from working un-
der the rubber,

vear,

HERE'S HAULING. RECORD,

BIG MACK TRUCEKE KEPT RIGHT
ON TEREAVELING.

Also Ilustration of What

Do Who

Trock

Owner Uan Hustles

for Return Cargoes.

What ia believed to be n new
ord in motor truck efficiancy, con-
sldering distance traveled, time tak-
en and size of load, according to in-
formation recelved by F. C. Atwell of
the Internationnl-Mack company, was
reécently made by Lee B. Hawkins of
Moneta, Cal.,, who operates a fleet of
eight Mack trucks.

A seed firm near Los Angeles want-
ed to ship 106 tons of seed in a par-
tlcular rush to Calexico, miles
away. No freight car was available,
g6 they asked Hawkins if he could
make the deliwery In two duys. He
took the consignment, and with two
of his Mncks, one carrying ten tons
and the other flve, started for the
town of Calexico next moraning. Al
night a stop was made and the trip
resumed at dawn, Calexleo was
reached 20 hours after the start

Arrangements were then made 10
recelve i return load of nearly 106
tons of dried milk at El Centro, 10
miles from Crlexico. This was de-
livered at San Diego, 100 miles, There
15 tons of fish were loaded on and
dellvered in Los Angeles, 130 miles
more.

Reaching home at Moneta at mid-
night one of the trucks hocked onto
a traller and the truck and traller de-
livered 1734 tons of tomatoes by next
morning to & cannery 25 miles sway.
At a town near by 71t tons of well
casing were taken on and delivered
that might at Elsinore, 100 milesy away
over the mountains,

Compars this performance with
what would have bsan done by rall-
road transportation. No more re-
markable example of motor truck ef-
ficlency could be asked. There have
been many instances of unusual per-
formances of trucks that have been
staged as stunts by dedlers or manu-
facturers, but this is a case where
the owner capitalized on the proved
utility of his trucks. It shows what
any other owner can do If he solicita
return loads in a persistent muanner.

ONE CHAIN BAD FOR THE CAR

And Falling to Put on Other One
Is Lazy Practice at Best.

You often =es cara ambling along
the wet pavements on a ralny day
with a tire chain on only one of the
rear wheels. While it is true that by
insuring good traction for one of the
rear wheels the chances o that the
car will be able to move over even the
slipperiest places, still it is a bad
practice to use but one chain because
vou areé thereby imposing too great a
strain‘on the differential. By work-
ing it overtime in this fashion undue
wear is the result, and no doubt many
nolsy axles come from Just such
thoughtless stunts as this. By using
but ona chain you gain nothing ex-
copt the few minutes extra time It
would take to put on the other chain
A word to the wise Is sufficlent.

rec-
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Stale Gasoline.
After it has stood for several days,

even in a tight tank, gasoline will be- |

come dead and slow to ignite. This is
partiy due to evaporation and partly

to ghemical changes thal take place.

'Q

quarts of kerosena for a bath, turn
the motor over a few time, then drain
out the kerosene and refill with new
oll

The reason for this, as explained by
W. J. McCallum, manager of the
Northwest Auto company, distributors
of Bethlehem trucks, is that perfect
carburetion is impossible untll the
motor warms up, resulting in consid-
crable gasoline finding Its way into
the oil reservolr, which gradually
thins the o0i! until it ceases to be a
perfect lubricant.

Loading Can Save Truck.

There are many other wavs, too,
by which greater efficiency and
longer life can be obtained from a
truck if the driver will give it the
care it should have. Loading and un-
loading can be handled in such & way
as to oxert the minimum strain on
the chassis, Eighty to 90 per cent of
the load should be carried on the rear
axle at all times, If the load consists
of some bulky, light commodity and
something heavy, the light goods
should be placed forward on the body
und the heavy muterial as far back
as poselble. If the whole load is
heavy, as soon as a4 portion is removed
from the rear, that from the front
should be moved back if it has to be
carried further before being unloaded.

Overloading I8 another abuse that
should be avoided except in emer-
gencles, All trucks, while given a
rated capaclty, are 8o constructed a=
ta provide for this being exceeded at
times but it is by no memns Intended
that because a 3%-ton 1truck can
carry a load of 4% tons it should be
persistently loaded to that capacity.
The safest and surest way s to esti-
miate carefully beforehand the aver-
age weight of the loads to be hnuled
and select a truck with a greater
carrylng capacity. That ia, ir the
average load to be hunuled s extimated
at three tons, it will prove the better
Investment, in the long run, to buy a
dis-ton truck.

FProbably the greatest errors are

lost time, increased maintermance and
operating cost and a performance not
at all In keeping with that which the
truck Is designed and bullt to give.

BOXERS SELL REPUBLIC TIRES

Johnny Kilkane and Willie Ritchie
in the Tire Business.

A few years ago a successful boxer
usually spent his winnings in carous-
ing and when he finally took the
count was ready for a benefit and
then the bread line. About the only
line of business he ever entered waa
running a saloon or possibly a pool-
reom. But the young men who now
fight thelr way to the top are much
morée cleanly in thelr manner of living
and when thelr ring careers are aver
and fregquently even before defeat
compels retirement, they have wisely
Invested their earnings.

Two recent cases are those of
Johnny Kilbana, world's feather-
welght champion, and Willla Ritchie,
former lightweight chapmplon. Both
have entered the tirs business and
both have selected the same tire to
sell—Republic tires, made by the Re-
publie Rubber corporation of Youngs-
town, Q.

Johnny Kilbane is now head of the
Johnny Kilbane Tire company of
Cleveland and Willle Ritchie Is senlor
partner of Ritchis & Costello of San
Franclsco. Both are working per-
sonally in the business, although Kil-
bane takes a layoff long enough to
paddle around the country, slap a few
ambltious boys for a few rounds and
collect some more *“jack” to add to
his already neat fortune. Ritchie has
not engaged in ring work for some
time and is devoling &ll his time to
the tire business.

The New York postoffice depart-
ment reported in 1900 a saving of 15
minutes per trip as a result of its
tcsts with motor vahicles for the col-
lection of mall in the downtown dis

tricts.

MCRAKEN COMPANY
GETS PREMIER CAR

Territory Comprises Oregon
and Western ldaho.

LATEST MODEL IS CLASSY

Many Improvements in 1920 Edi.
tion of Car Famous for Having
the Magnetic Gear Shift.

An announcement of much Interest
to the motoring publie Iast week wns
that the Premler six has been talken
for tanis territory by the MoCracken
Motor company. This firm also han-
dles the American car and ths More-
land and Commerce trucks.

The Premier car 1s very well known
here as the car with the magnetic
Rear shift. Tt has been represented
in this tarritory for several vears. and
iz very popular In Portland and vi-
cirity, as Is testifled by the large
number of Premier owners. It Is a
car of the higher price class.

The McCracken Motor company has
been made distributor for the Premiasr
for all of Oregon and the western
part of Tdaho. This includes the Idaho
territory, of which Bolse is tha cen-
ter. The Bulse district probably will
be handled through a sub-dealer in
Bolse. Maj9r W. H. Warrens, who
for some years was manager hera for
the B. & O & T. company and who
seryved Iin the war, will be In charge

of Premler sales for the MoCracken
company.

New Model Very Clansy.

The Premier 1z just out witha new
model, which includes many refine-
ments and major Improvements It
srems to be furnished with about all
the convenlences any ownar could
want, from double spotiights to &
windshield cleaner, all as part of
standard equipment. It comes with
all-aluminum Flestwood body, by the
same manufacturer who makes Loco-
mobile and Plerce-Arrow bodies. Thia
is a custom-made body: and a wvery
handsome one. .

Some of tha particular feastures of
this body which contribute the
comfort of passengers are ventilator
valves in the front compartment, roof
ventliators in clo=sed cars, special elec-
tric lights, carrying compartments for
tools in the front door. electric clgar
lighters in both front and rear com-
partments, and In the closed cars a
vanity case for the lady and a smok-
ing =et for the man, arm rests, pillows
and hassocks trimmed to match the
interior.

Plenty of Lizhis Mere.

Electrical equipment I8 exceptional-
Iy complste with double electric head-
lights, both the small lower lights
and the large upper one having non-
Elaring lenses. On the cowl are two
special two-candle power lamps for
use when standing at the curb.

The instrument board lamp can be
removed and {5 provided with 15 feat
of cord wound on a spring reel for
use as an nspection lamp. Tonnean
lJamps lluminate both running boards
and tle rear door ihresholds, while
other lamps &ra placed on the top
bow s0 that one can read If so dis-
posed. On either side of the wind-
shileld special searchlights are mount-
ed. The closed cars have stop lamps
that are automatically switched on
when the doors are opened.

Hand-buffed leather, with long,
straight plping and Marshall springs,
are regular equipment The instru-
ment boasd is made of solld walnut
and is finished in ebony. All the
meta] parts, such as handles and fit-
tings, are of solid nilckel alloy and
cannot rust or tarnish. Two extra
ribbed-tread cord tires are mounted
astern Other features of standurd
equipment are Perfection heater in
open as well as closed cars, Pyrene
fire extingulsher, Gabriesl snubbears,
Kellogg tite pomp, Waltham elght-
day time piece, Boyce motometer and
windshield cleaner.

Magnetic Shift Improved.

The Premlor magnetic gear shift
his Dbeen greatly improved In the
new model. It is mo longer neces-
sn1y to press a series of Lutllons for
the différent gears.: A gear-selecting
finger lever on the stesring %whesi
quadrant supersedea the push-button
contirol of the megnetic =hift former-
1y mounted just below ‘the wheel

The engine has heoen considerably
improved, the aluminum feature be-
ing retalned. but improvements (n
eylinder construction developing more
power continuoualy than its predeces-
sor., Bock rollsr bearings, Berg &
Beck clutch, Delco starter and other
standard units aro used.

The naw mode]l is a very hundsome
car. A pecullar curved form to the
upper linez of tha hodien, referred to
as a “Greclan line"” and covered by
Premler patents, gives unusually dis-
tinctive appearance, The Alemite lu-
bricating system Is used
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430 Burnside St.
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MOTOR
TRUCKS

Distributors

More Power—Less Expense
Guaranteed 1009 Overload
More than just a truck, “Kleiber” is a Trans-
portation Guarantee.

Every user of a Kleiber Truck is a satisfied
owner and a real booster. '

- States Auto Sales Co.

v Broadway 486

Some Territory Open for Live Dealers.

Series 20 BIG-SIX

LTHOUGH beautiful of ine end exguisitely fine-
A ished, the real worth of the 60-horsepower Series
20 BIG-SIX lies in 1s satisfying performance
records in the hands of critical motorists everywhere,
testifying to its ecooomy, power, dursbility and
true valuoe.

With a Seven-Passenger body mounted on a chassis
of 126-inch wheelbase, it is notable for its exceptional
roominess—vyet its 3125 pounds are so evenly dis-
tributed over the entire chassis and so scientifically
balanced that it drives straight a8s an arrowat anyspeed,”

Standard equipment includes cord
tires, shock , tmproved
strazght -side windshield with
storm-proof ventilator base and in-
tegral side lamps, exiension lon-
neaw lamp, outside and inside door
kandles. Trimmed in hand buffed
genuine leather upholsiery.

$2250

f. 0. bh. Detroit

Oregon Motor Car Co.

Broadway at Burnside

STANDARD EIGHT
il A\I?owerf ul Car

a

—

o
T is power that overcomes the steep hills—it is power that
pushes through sand and mud—it is power that enables
you to drive at a snail's pace without going into second gear.

Power like this is the power of the Standard Eight. That's
why it is the car for the man who wants unfailing response
to every pressure on the throttle. And that's why t_he
Standard Eight is the car for the woman to drive, because ita
control is flexible and easy as an electric.

To know this is to try it. Let us give you a demonstration.

LEWIS E. OBYE MOTORS CO.
BROADWAY AT COUCH

We are now allotting territory in Oregon and Southern Wash=
ington, Responsible dealers write or wire.

Made by Standard Steel Car Co., Pittsburg, Pa.
One of the world's largest Industrial institatione

enby Trucks Score Again
REPEAT ORDERS

THIS WEEK

Columbia Fuel Co. . . . Kenton, 214-3Ton
Herrick & McCartney . . St.Johns, 316-4Ton
FACTORY-TO-USER SERVICE COUNTS

Denby Motor Truck Co., of Northwest

R. J. Monroe, Mgr.

TEMPORARY LOCATION 101 TENTH STREET
New Home March 1, Tenth and Davis Sts.




