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MEMORIES HOLD STATE’S SERVICE SONS

Home Again, Allied Soldiers Contrast Lot of Today With That of Year Ago Among Scenes

FIRMLY PATRIOTIC

of Devastation and Ruin.

S . .

BY DE WITT HARRY.

(Copyright by Emma Hyatt Morton.)
YEAR ago. Hardly able yet to

A belisve that their work was ac-
complished the men of the al-

lied armies lay in

anticipated the time

thelr camps
when

got to thelr homee, It was the hard-
est period of the wir, that tima of
waiting and longing, when home was
elmost within their reach, but so dis-
tant. The satisfaction of a bad job
well done falled 2o recompente them
for their period of enforced waiting,
they chafed and strained at the mad-
deéning restraint. Habits of 51 months
of fighting could not he forgotten in
& short month of theoretionl peace.

Billeted in nreas foreign to their
Tature, mssocinting with peoples who,
wwhile sympathetic,
race or In accord with their lnner-
maost thoughts and jonglngs, the
meéen overseas were mo homesick that
many feared that they would perish
of lonesomeness, Nothing could please
them. Sheer ache for home and what
it meant, for a mere sight of their
loved oneg, for a glimpse of familiar

and
they could

ware not of their

big

scenes, - became an obseszion with
many.
Portland's sons were scattered all

oyver the map of Europe and Asia, and,
in common with the other boys, were
veory jil with that anticipation of home
delights Quite naturally, and un-
reasonebly, they wanted to be home
for the holiday season. Many of these
SITONEg men weére, -as mMost men are
beneath their surface veneer of devil-
may-care adventure. boys in their
wish for home and what It meant.

In -France, among the ruins of the
ravished and battered country, thece
was little to avalil in simulating holl-
day cheer. . The civilian- populace, if
they had homes, had scant material
with which 1o properly cbserve a pe-
ricd uesually seteaside for celebrating
“peactt on earth, good ‘will toward
men.” However, misery loves com-
pany, and the Oregon boys there were
ever. more wretched than weare the
civiliags, for, while they had not ac-
tually suffered the privations and
beén /prey Lo the despair so general
in thiat sand country. they had so much
to ramember of thelr happy land and
the contentment that they enjoyed
while home, that they could hardiy
bear bEIng =0 far sway, especially at
this time, when all united in holding
bigh holiday.

A vear has passed since then. and
it ghould be of Interest te recall some
of the things that happened when the
gréat time of privution was on, and
to make contrasts, Most of the boys
who were “over there™ have returned,
and tne avarage have been home six
months and have had an opportunicy
to get set once more. In their expoe-
rience there are doubtless many inci-
dents that would be much better for-
gotten, Dut wouldn't it be a mighty
good thing to inspect the thoughts

of & year ago, recall now what the
weore then, and gather somo

Conditior

holidany season.

by his ab e,

realization of how fortunate is Ore-
gon and what a great country It was
for which her sons made their fight?

France, Belgiuom, Italy., yet "lie in
ruing. Years will ‘ensue tefore¢ they
are onee a%ain in their original state,
If thiz happy condition |s ever again
reached. Their populace is reduced,
and those who remalin. as the oversass
men well know. can hardly make shift
to properly handle the necessary
work. Finapncially the countries are
on the vergs of national dissstsr. Un-
rest bulks large in America, but It ia
accentuated In Rurepe, and the last
chapter (2 a difficult one to forelell

Visualize once agiuin the rulned cit-
les and towns, Thibk back on the
many pitiful scenes that were legion
Iast year, at this time, The dlscom-
fort of the camps, the mud, the food,
but above ail, the feeling of unlnlion
and . utter wretchedness. WEtat home
meant ~ then, and how remote the
chunoce seemed to-ever get there! How
relievad the average man was thet
he did not have Lo go out in _the line
again, especially If he had  besn
through several years. of carnage.

What dreams of home were had, what

‘logingings, -what' reselutions for-the.

as pecopied hy Americans inant year.

F

1—Rulny of the cloth hall nt Ypres. Z—Ypres-Poelcapeile rond near Passchendarele, near where Dist division spent
3—War asirplane photograph of Valenciennes, where half of Canadian corps spent Christmas.
4—FPrince of Wales visiting Canadlans and stiending hollday mass nt Denain. 5—Sumple camp of Nissen huts
rters no fnul d officers, 12th batinlion, Canadian engl-
neers, with their Yuletide hostess, at Vieux Sart Wavre, near Brussels, 7—Last year's turkey was malnly con-
This year the boys are home.

6—H

future made, and what pluns originat-
ed for governing their life success!

Puring the summer and fall of the
last ' yvear of the war the American
army in France got an oppsrtunity of
Eetllng into action, and they showed
concluslvaly of what manner of metal
they were made, However, they, In
commuon , with the other  troops: who
had been In the game for a longer
time, speadily came to realize that
there was nothing to be gained by
carnage und destruction, and. they
longed for the declsive endlog of the
war. When the tigings came that all
was over, they speedily found, (o thelr
scrrow,” that they could nei get on
the next buat and be home in time
for Christmas, with the vesull ' that
they ale their hearts outl in an agony
of wretchedness,

This is the first Christmas  home
from the war for thée:majority of the
boys who saw service at the front.
They cannot but help contrasting
thelr happy fate of. this year with
that of a short yoar ago. Then war
waE so close that few really. knew as
yot' whether It .wias finfihed, Now
war and thoughts of war are rémole,
but the lessons of far : !

.gins

; -away France
and of (he sad scenes séen there must

always remain.  The bravery of the
people, thelr makeshifts in putting up
& cheerful front, and their glory In
the victory, made even the Yule sea-
son of 1918 & happy one.

Home agnin—io most it really be-
to ssem now as |f It were
true. Many of the hoys have man-
aged to become adiusted once more
to their accustomed civilian pursuits,
and they can enter Into the holiday
spirit with sbandon, carefree as in the
past. How remotle seems I Yeir ago,
and how few-of the- -boys would care
to spend another similar period un-
der the same clircumstances. In re-
spect to civil ndjustment America was
much more fortunate than countries
that had men in the fleld for longer
periods.

Seeing BEurope through the sights
of a riflé has Its disadvantages, and
nat the least of these is the walt
after the ‘show {8 all over for per-
mission to go bome.” What did it
rendly matter if a fellow received a
pues for the holiday senson? he would
be out of his element and there wan
nothing fitting to ‘do. True the wel-
fare workers did their leével best to
smooth the way, but they could hard-
iy furnish

7. but they could hard-
 sni home ‘ant the Tudesihatiwers so'l

badly
had thelr holiday feasts approximate-
iy as in peace times, all the accus-
tomad essentinls coming mcross the

milssed. Many of the messes

séa from well-wishing friends. The
elnbornteness of these spreadz= de-
pended malnly on acceasibllity and
the cleverness of the men in charge
of the rations

The %1st division, In whose ranks
wore numbered most of the men from
the northwest, was stationed in an
area north of Ypres. The majority of
these men were in baltersd villages
for their holiday, and wore so fresh
from the fleld, being only some five
wesaks away from actunl battle rat
this date a year ago, that they almost
believed themsaelves yot under fire.,
They had been sint to this sréa after
they compléted thelr adviuce, In con-

junction with-the Belkian arry,- so |

near Brussels. They were statlioned
right on the. Belgian-French frontler
and were in an area of ruin
devastation which had been the sgene
of most of the heaviest fighting be-
tween the British and Belglon armies
and the Germans.,

The contrast between the areas
where they now found themselves,
and the country from which they
came when the apex of thelr advasice
had been reached, was: a revelation
Everywhero here was ruin, and the
territory which they had penectrated,
bohind the German lines, was practi-
cully In the same shape as a peaceful
countryside. But the civilian popu-
Intlon, everywhere, bore the impress
of much miuffering and did not have
the necessary supplies on hand to
properly nourish themselves, much

fess Bave'n holiday fedst,

!

and |

Here came in the resources
gif s und of the
that were in the field

wve with cheor. For

he Amerlcan soldier was
e v ¢d his rightful
anonabl sodlles, but he

did not want to hog the whole thing,
and took mors pleasure in passing out
the maj portion of the dainties that
he receéived to the starving and un-
nourished populace than he d4id In
eating them himselr

In contrast with the surroundings
in Belgiom nnd northern  France,
where they saw the brunt of war con-
ditions, was the garrison arsa of the
troops In the army of occcupation, in
Germany, of which possibly the Ore-
gon batteries had the most advanced
position 4l Houre and Grenhisen in
the Coblenz bridgehend arean. Thoss
men were stationed In the heart of
the REhineland in & country truly for-
eign and bostile, and they were
forced to be on the alert even while

trying to enjoy th
Different from

elr Christmas cheer.
tne conditions In the

invaded country were those In' Ger-
many this Christmas. While the
people idid not have much of thse deali-

| coctes usually regarded us ossentially

holldayllice, thes

food of 4 substs

possessed ample
nature, and were

L &l

even better fed, many instancas,
then the meéen of the oocupying forceas.

Fats, sweets, and =ome more desir-
able dishes were scarce, but In the
main the Hun at home had all that
he wanted and kept his belly fHied.
Especinlly was this the case indofur
as drink was concerned, and at no
time did L ssem that Germany went
without her tpple.

Christmus has always meknt &
great deal to this people, and they
want mnbout celebrating the season

glven up to good will with, s0 far as
externals would indicals, & clear con-
sclence. Dancing nnd meorrimeant
ruied the times for the  clvilians, and
the soldlers marked timo-'and wmset
themeslyves with gritted teethito do a
task that hurt more than actuanl dan-
{Councluded on- Fage .} »




