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SIXTY YEARS AGO THIS FIRE STARTED AND IT STILL BURNS

A Comforting Blaze for Frosted Fingers and Toes Grows Into Devouring Monster
; Defying World's Best Engineers to Check Its Devastating March-~By D. Hiram Morgan

NE Fahruary morning In 185569
O a miner entering slops No, 1
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at & fire burning in 8

rubblish That fire is still
burning, throwing off heat enough
o Wi —well, IUs hard to say jJust
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coal—econl for which almost
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any schemes to check the firs
have beon tried and the latest (a|
simplicity {ipelf; that Is, on paper.
It Is just taking the fusl away from

r Tire means of a tunnel which
will cut through the vein belng con-
sumaed. When the fire arrives at
Ltha tunnel th will, naturally, be
no Cos and n coal, no fire That's
really 1 thero i3 to It, but somae
of the hest éengineering talent in the
world Iz busy on that tunnel, which
j= coneldered ono of the most gigantic

undertaik

of
Strange It is that the world's great-

¥ e} its

kKind

ent mine fire should break out in the
very locality In which conl was dis-
¢overad and Ia the first coal minae Lo

Lo openad.

Noar the xite where coal was dis-
coversd tho Lehigh Conl & Naviga-
tion Co, which developed the coal
Tield in Carbon county, slops No. 1,
wans sunk ln the year 1247 on the
sout Bide of the Mammoth veln,
whis was 50 feot thick and dipping

st an angle of %5 deg
Offlcials of the coal company Insist
the fire, which was discovered Febru-
ary &, 1858, was of Incendiary origin.
In the yoear 1560 it waa declded to
make an open cut at a point 3500
west of No. 1 slope from tha
- betwean Summit Hill il[:d!
ord, down to thes low leval
of No. 2 slope workings. This slope
had been punk by “the conpany in
1500 on the south dip of the MMam-
moLlh wvein, where ¢ conl moeasured
65 feet In thlckness and had a dip
2l degrees. It was finally extended

5 the sixth level.
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Lire Pumping machinery
erected at the of ~No. D

1500

where It
becn

ings

broke
smoldering In
for years.

Enve

ced

BAangway
it co
san
mediate

unoen to The
im-
air

the

Ewny and

Eteps to

B0nea.

Wis
tun-

mouth

where

nel, the pearest available point
¢ eould

wnter in suflicient
be obtiined, and two lines of column
pipe 10 and 12 inches in dlsmeter,
6700 feet Jong, ware lild to driil holes
that had boen made directly over the
fire The pump enud not be used
until December, owing to a prevail-
ing drouth. Culm was shipped from
the Hauto wa and flushad
the “burning through
holes

In

quantity

into
arca the drill
1805 a plan was adopred to fill
the north outcrop full of culm, a pro-
cess which & on in the anthra-

Boing

cito towns today to [ill up tha space
occupied by the milllons and per-
haps Dbillilona of tons of coal taken
out. This flushing of culm was in-
tended to =i off the alr and makoe
a fire barrler of culm.

The officials of the company wera
chagrined in 1900 to find that, during
the aummer, frae was gaining
Leadway and was spreading rapldly
1o Lhe weast, AS the applinnces for furs
nishing watler (o wass the culm into
the burning mmme wore nadequate,
it was devided to provide anothar
pump of larger capacity and it was
installed at the mouth of No. 9 tun-
nel. During the winter months the
culm often froge in transit from the
colll es Lo Lhe drill holes, making
it difficult to unload from the cars,
End 1o overcoma Lhis trouble two
plants had (o be erected for the pur-
pose of providing hot water to thaw
the culm., In 1501 67 six-inch holes
ware drilled a combined length of
6414 fest and 351,000 tons of culm
flushed Intoe the old workings, The

following year 22 were drilled and In

1803 68 six-inch holes were drilled
and 25000 tong of culm flushed Into
the bur: E area. Drilling and flush-.
ing eontinued wuntil 15908, when 750
holes had been driven and thousands

of tonsa of cu

1 flushed Into the burn-
ing fnass. This line of drill holes was

250 feet east of the old open cut. This

barrier of culm falled to stop the
fire's waptward spread, for In 1308
emokes and steam poured out of the

open ¢ut. Another examination of No,

2 slope was made and it was found
that the fire had advanced to within
100 fest of the slope,

Everything ingenulty ecould devise
was bhrought into piay against the
subterrsnean monster. The officials of
the company st the Coaldale colliery
No. 9, in the Lansford basin, had the
No. 9 water-level tunnel extended

westl around the noge of the anticlinal
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into the Summit HIl}! basin, and the
easl gangway from No. 11 Foster's
watcer-level tunne] had been extended
east and connected with No. 9 west
gangway. These gangways were at
the elevation of 1003 and ths overfiow
of water fpom the Summit Hill basin
passed out through them. This waa
part of the open-cut plan to isolute
the fire, started in 1508, and was
virtually finished by December, 1209,
at an expenditure of §470,000.

The fire was again found spreading
to the westward along the south out-
crop. A railroad was constructed Into
the outcrop and the veln waa tlushed
full of culm for a distance of 400
feat to seal It up at this point

But the company félt soms other
means might be employed to prevent
further destruction of waluable coal,
pot to mpeak of the expense which
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had already accumulated in fighting
the greaiest

all mine fires, So in November, 1813,
they decided to make an opan cut on
the south outcrop to cut off the firs
in itsa march toward the Springdale
tunnel workings. It was 1916 before
the work of constructing the open
cut was gcompleted.

It was in the year 1912 that the
coal company consiructed cross sec+
tions to make an estimate of the
amount of conl remalning on the anti-
clinal and onm the south dip of the
Suommit Hill workings, west of the
clay-fire barrier, The wyein avorages

and most stubborn of|
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55 feeot thick and dips
south.

Buch ay excavation averaged $0 feet
in depth with four feet of eclay and
88 feet of sandstone overhurden. In
this way all coal eould be removed
down to the iavel of the water at the
west end. By so doing the danger of
the fire getting Iinto the Lansford
basin may be removed.

One hundred feet of stratum had
bean left between the face of the
stripping and the clay barrler, and
this was broken and cracked from
old mining activities. In August, 1915,
staam was discovered coming out of
the crevices on the west side of the
clay barrier, the temperature rangling

v '

21, degrens

Where yoar winter coal ia “heating all ontdoors”™ and threateming to sweep through one of the richest coal reglons

of the world.

from 100 to 150 degrees. It wan not
thought the fire had found its way
neross the barrier, but that it was
burning flercely on the east side and
the heat had been transmitied through
the clay to the west side. As & pre-
caution, the company again resorted
to drilling holes on the wast sidas
of the barrier and commenced flush-
ing the pld workings adjoining the
clay barrier with culm, thus increas-
ing the width of the [ire barrier. The
temperature in the holes was found
to range from &5 to 240 degreea

fire subdyed, they have only sue-
ceedad In checking It
(Copyright, 1610, the Public Ledger Co.)

FILM CENSORSHIP WANTED

Germany Sald to Be Flooded With

Indecent Motion Plctures.

BERLIN, — (By the Associated
Proas.})—Some reollef from the "“en-
lghtenment” or “explanation™ films

that have been deluging Germany since

Mining on the west third level was the revolution = coming, .r.1;:n..s:!:
suspended October 11, 1915, and water elowly, from an U:"f"l"l'\"-'-\i source—
was turned into the drill holes the [from boys and giris in a greal many
same WAy, Welr measurementa wern | #mall cities who have seén ona or
taken every hour (o ascertain the|more of the fiims and who have
{noreased flow of water, The average | banded togetner to boycott them.
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A fortume awnits the man whe cam am.tber the finmes.

Gaxette bhin
producers for "the
same tl

Is under

mes tiim
4 at the
producer
a becauass

lous

me =ava t}

he simply is decent
flims marketab inevitably
drawn by thea provalling
tendancy for res, which
the writer terms s t of shame
on Ge bi I

Juae = Consarvative
Monthly declare Ildren and
YOoung peoaple Are £ famllikr-
ity with sublecis W thay never
ovan dreamed of & [ew YyYears ago,
and that the sltuation | “axanmple
of the bhenefits of the revolution.™

Dir. Heliwig airs, owever, of
ROogoImMpil nk much except by law,
for he has secn, nlght alfis ght.long

flow Into the mine was 1180 gallons
per minute,

After 39 days of flooding opera-
tions were resumed in the west third
level

As anothsr precaution to prevent
the tire's spread, & tunnel s belng
driven from the west water level,
Buck mountain weln, gangway No. §
colliery, south through the antlelinal
to the Summit Hill basin. This tunnal
will he driven to the Skidmore wveln
with 30 feet of sandstone betwean

-And so, while mine officlals aince

the days of 1859 have longed for the
gay when they mighi mes the great

Such organizations have been formed | queéves of girls and young men wait-

in Lelpsie, Hamburg and In such Bar-
Iin suburbs as Friedenau, Lichter-
felde and Lankwite,

Yet such lsolated protests agalnst
the evil cannot do much to put down
the entire system, and, as the Prus-
slan minister president announced
vesterday, there s no legal way of
stopping the filma except under the
inw against lewd pictures and draw-
inga.

A conservatlvg writer in the Ereus

ing to g4t inta the "explanation™
films and shunning the few thaaters
where decent {ilma ure displaved

Trappers Beyond Arcuc Circle.

FORT YUKON, Alasita —All of Fort
Yukon's white trappera have ieft for
thelir winter trao lines gcatierod over
hundreds of miles of Arctlc moun-

talns and plains. The men wiil spend
the entire winter in the white landa
beyond the Arctic circle, and wil]l ree
turpy when Lbhoe winter breaks,




