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Lawful West Owes Its Unpopularity Among Desperadoes to Two-Handed Types of Battling Characters Who Enforce Laws.
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BY DEWITT HARRY.
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on account of darkness, and the man
these men who have an active re- was later caught and Is now serving
time at McNelll's island. Taylor has
clemned up numerous murdsr cases,
and there is hardly an unsolved crime
on the calendar in his county. His
life has been in danger many times,
and he has heard the whine of nuni-
berless leaden messengers dispatehed
his way in a spirit far from friendly,
but he is alwavs on the jump and
first in the fleld when & fresh crime
is committed, and his name nlone,
and the knowledge that he iz yet
holding down the job as sheriff, is
ane af the best crime deterrents In
the state. Sheriff Taylor married Minss
Clara Nossu in 1909,

Sherift Levl Clrisman of Wasco
county is another Oregon produoct,
horn at Dufur in 1869. He has besn
Iin office =ince 1306, when Multnomah
county extended way up the Colum-
bia river. He i= a thorn in the side
of the eviildoer and they religiously
avoid The Dalles as much as possible
when practicing their nefarious. pro-
fession. Once in & while one of them
makes an orror. and if he is captured
alive regrets |t

mombrance of conditions as they once
weres,

Among the old-time sheriffs in Ore-
gon elght personalities stand out pre-
eminently. They are Sheriffs Tilman
D. Taylor of Pendigton, W. G. Hender-
son of McMinnville, Levi Chrisman of
The Dalles, W. W. Gage of Coquilie,
Lee Warnick of La Grande, Jobn W.
Orr of Dallas, W. A. Gellatly of Cor-
vallls and George K. Quina of Rose-
burg. Each of thess men might truly
be said to be of the old regime, two-
fisted tested fighters nof dismaved
by any situntion. All have been
Tesidents of the state for nimost their
entire lives, and they have been in
office long enough that they mre
familiar with changing conditions.

Major Crimes Scaree.

Thankas mainly to their efforts the
west of today, so far as Oregon is
concerned, is exceptionally clear of
crime of almost any description: In-
deed deeds of viclence are almost tun-
known The main misdeeds that oc-
cur are at the present confined to the
#M:tivities of bootleggers, and thelr
course s dally becoming more haeset
with difficultifes. The holdups and
acis of similar stamp are rare. The
wild and uninhabited countryside is
no longer the favored ‘haunt of the
criminal, he has found that his
poernicious activities find better chance
eof success when confined to the
crowded city.

In Eastern Oregon afe Immense
mtretches of nearly wild countryside
with ldeal hiding placea, but the ef-
ficlency, daring and ability of the
eheriffs of that region has dis-
couraged the activities fo those hardy
spirita who formerly haunted the re-
gion. With TI] Taylor, dean of the
state sheriffs, sitiing tightly In the

when & chase was neceasary. He gon-
erally gets them before they have
gone far, with the result that he has
not much to do, the adventurous spir-
ite of the underworld preferring to
give his bajliwick a wide berth,

Oregon Selil Not Liked.

For instance: Mike Anderson, who
was arrested in Portland last month
with some odd $26,000 in securities In
his possession, was an old acqusin-
tance of Taylor's. Taylor got him in
1914 for robbing a mérchandies store
at Hermiston, and secured his con-
viction, as |s generally the case. An-
derson drew from two to five years
at Balemn for this crime, and he had
senge enough to not try and put ovaer
another stunt in Umatilla county, go-
ing to Asmotin, Wash,, for his last ef-
fort, which netted him Ltheé large sum
when he looted the bank there,

Taylor caught =0 many of the stel-
lar performers of outside-the-law
deeds that he has little to contend
with mt the present day. The mere
mention of his name s 2nough to
make the lawless axtra wary. He
broke up all of the organized rustling
bands that operated in his county at
the time when he first took office,
and most of the later comers in the
same line of endeavor left elther on
account of being discouraged at the
slim opportunities that they had thera
or in irons. Onee in & while an out-
sider or gang of them will tryv and
pull an act there, uniformly with dire
consequences. So usual has this been
the case that a real holdup is a rarity.

Bandits Hob Exzpreas Train.

In 1514 came one of the last of
these romance-tinged efforts when
the Union Pacific traln was hsld up
by thres men bstween Kamela and
Meacham. Deputy Sheriff George Me-
Duffee of Heoppner wis a passenger
and he opened fire and killed Charles
Manning, one of the bandit trie. In
the battle McDuffes was badly
wounded himself and’ spent some
months in hospital. Taylor and Spe-
cial Agent E. B. Wood of the rallway

Chrisman Captures Murderer.

On New Year's day, 1915, Clarances
Pettit killed hie employer. Ralph
Brown, at HKaskela, Broywn was re-
turning from & New Year's party at
Madras when he was shot'down. Pet-
tit mlso fired three times at Mra
Brown. Pettit then ran amuck and
took sevaral potshots at some hunt-
ers, By thls time the entirs country-
side was aroused and some §0 armed
men were scouring the hilla in search
of Pettit. Sheriff Chrismian started
hotfoot for the scene and located the
heavily armed murderer In a cabln
about three miles east of Kaskala
Chrizsman wasted no time, but slipped
up to the cabin, forced the door and
covered the astonished desperado be-
fore he had tims Lo fire .Bis gun,
which he had In his hands, The ar-
rest took place single-handed and at
4 A. M., s v ) :

Sheriff Chrisman esforted the mur-
derer to The Dalles and bhad a great

livan, Edward Miller and C, W, Darcy,
sald to be three of the boldest bur-
glars in the northwest. They had
escaped from the Shoshone, Idaho fall,
where they were belng held to an-
swer charges of grand larceny. They
were arreated In the Idaho clty only
after they were sald to have been
inyolved In numerous escapades for
a number 4f tnonths previous. Their
list of crimes was sald to embrace
notorious escapades {n Montana,
Idaho, Utah and Wyoming.

During Sheriff Chrizsman's entirs
time in offica thera has not besn n
murder ocommitted In Wasco county
but that the gullty person has heen
apprehended, and thersa have been
a number of such crimes. OQf Iate
every automobiie theft has been
cléared up. Sheriff Chrisman's father
came to Oregon from Missouri in 1544
and. the sheriff was first a railroad
man and then ran & butcher shop in
The Dalles, and has held the office
of sheriff for seven consccutive terms
and seems as fixed as Glbraltar In
the poeition. Hia mother wans the
daughtier of a minister; and the sher-
s wife died 11 years ago. He has
“five .children, three dnu.hlnru and
twWo sOns.

Guunmen Ensily Canght.

Contrary to the usual experience of
the sheriffs in the e¢astern part of
the sitate, the tehure of office of the
men in the Willamette wvalley {5 not
as hazardous In the ordinary run, It
appearing as if the major portion of
thelr activities consist of late wvears
in handling ruonners of contraband
wet goods.  However, thers Is plenty
of action at times ,and It {a generally
found to be of tha fast and furlous
type when It does happen. Sheriff
W. A. Gellatly of Corvallis has had
some very exclting times. One of
these came in 1915 when he started
out after & man who had stolen a
revolver and some money from &
farmer. The thilef, armsd with the
gun. had about a seven-hour start
oat of Corvallls and was headed for
I.Iu'con!.- The first definite report

was g holdup man from Multnomah
county and escaped from Salem. Hall
made hias first reappearance in Cor-
vallis when he held up a schoolboy,
and then started out for King's val-
ley In the forced company of a mail-
carrier. Thoroughly familiar with
the countryside, Sheriff Geliatly took
up the chase, and after two days and
nights managed to head him off on the
trall near Mary's peak. Hall came
along with his gun in one hand and
a bundie In the other, and when cov-
ered tried to ralse the gun, when
the sheriff fired with his shotgun;
which had been disadled, wounding
Hall In the face and neck. The
escapade took place In the early
morning and Hall managed to wrig-
gle away In the tall ferns and roiled
far enough to make a getaway. Gov-
ernor West and his party had come
from Salem and Sheriff Gellatly
chased the fugitive Into their arms
near Blodgett.

Sherift Gellatly was born in Grass
valley, Callfornla, in 1864, and came
to Oregon with his Scotch parents in
1876, The Cfamily settled near Philo-
math in Benton county and the sher-
Iff was oaducated In the country
schoels and Phllomath eollege. Sher-
:!.r Geallatly has a farm near Corvallls
and was married In 1892 to Miss
Emma Taylor, and they have nine
children.

Sheriff Gage Started In 1504,

Down on the coast at Coquills there
is another sheriff who s & terror to
evil doers, Sheriff W. W. Gage. Sher-
Iff Gage Is another of the pure Ore-
gon products as he was barn in 1850
on P. D. creek near Dallas in Polk
county and bhas resided In the state
for his entire life. His parents
crossed the piains In 1344 In one of
the Iargost trains to reach the Oregon
country, 1300 souls In all being In the
company. These included the Gilllams,
Jenking, Johnmsons, Shaws, Howells
and others. Sheriff Gage is a demo-
erat and came to Coos county in 18§88,
when heé drove a bull tesam (n the

ever since 1896, and Jack RBeecce a
Joseph Collier agaln arrested White,
and later lhe confersed. telling practl-
cally the same tale as that glven out|
by Drew. At the trial White got fif-
teen yuars and Drew flve and onsa
alibl witness, who was trapped, four
years for perjury.
alibl witnesses left tlhe state hefore
he could be arrested and has not re-
turned. White made his escape from
the state penitentiary soon after bn-fl
ing confined there and was later| ..
killad by a deputy sheriff near Ya- |
quinan Bay.

Chlef of Folice Lee's susplelons and

Drew was thrown in jall for being
drunk. and on his person was found
a bill showing & balance due for sor-
vices of $76 from T. 8§ Minot, an at-
torney of Marshfield. Drew wans held
and Sheriff Gage managed to locate
almost all of the stolen gold pleges

arnd nuggets by visiting the various |

resorts,

Sheriff Gage thea proceeded to!

Portland in search of Whita and with
the assistance of city pollce arrested

him in Erickson's placa. The two|
men were returned to Coquilla and|

Drew wnas held for having &£tolen
property in his possession. White

again came clear, but when word

passed about that he intended to go

to Mexico Drew confessed, implical-|

ing White. After the confession wnas
properiy ailgne? and witnessed Sheriff

Ghage started In pursult of White. |
who was at Riverton, but he escéapad |
jumped |
overboard, A posse of thirteen men

when being returned and

was organized and haunted the places
where White had friendsa;, as he had

to discard his clothing in order to

maksa a quick geataway That night

Sheriff Gage's son, W. A. Gage, who

has bheen his father's chief deputy
el

Another of the

Single-Handed He Geta Murderer.
A bad murder case In Sheriff Gage's

experience was that of Roy Perkins
at the Bastslde slip In Marshfield, |gn
Frank Garrison was arrested on sus-
plclon after a few days’ Investigation,
and this arrest shows clearly wha anal.
woods, He has held office as sheriff manner of man is the sherlif of Coox re-alection, ;
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