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SINCLAIR LEWIS ASSAILS THE CLAIMS OF SPIRITUALISTS

Trickerv. Not Truth, Prevails at Lily Dale, He Writes

“Spirit Mesaage™ From Arthur Upson
and, at Left, Facsimlle of His Real
Signature.

Sinclair Lewis,

Facnimile of Alleged Spirit Message

From Alfred Henry Lewis and, at

Left, His Real Signature,

Sincialr Lewls, young novellst and short-

upper New York

story writer, today takes & fling at the
apir allate Ha do ot directiy

t riars of the

I mmunicate with

de he plcks
f ue af thal
(s Lily Dule
L

[

.
£ man Agains what

is as mincere as It Ia interesting

[

tribdtion makes the eighth in the Epir-
(tusilyt Sarfes, which will closs next wesk
special articis by Dr. Jamea H
¢ r af ithe American Bo-
i C cal Hessarch.
(Copyright. 1918, Metropoiitan Newspsper
o Servicwe.)
BY BINCLAIR LEWIA
Willlam Shapespeare, Robert Louis Btev-
assisted In the
.. No wrilsr

coliabara-

tors

LATER — John Blater himself—
S had, in return for three doliars

in advance, given me ten minutes
of his time. and an exampla of his
inspiration as a spiritualiatic medium.
Are there any questions™ asked
ater, briakly and rather condescend-
KLY,
Please,” 1 stammered, “does your
a tell If th® spirits of William

Bl
!

"

an

d assisiing me
William, Robart. Henry —elmple
names; presumably those of common-

place relatives who had “passed ba-
yond. ™
Hlater shot out, "Certainly. I ecan

positively say that they are with you,
and assisting you always In fact,
my gulde says that they are touch-

ing your sensorium™
I wished him to commit himself be-
yond gquestion. “Are you sure it's the

| “Readings.™

Alleged Splrtt Message From “Herbert 8. Wells™ and at Left the Real Signature of H. G. W
Wells That Sinclnly Lewis Had In Mind, Mr. Wells at This Writing Is Alive and Well,
Sirange That Wells Should Address Him as “Harry."”

-, . e

¥

SAYS

prophesy.

necessarily deception.

and Lodge.
I do not deny the possibility of

Lily Dale.
spirituslists constantly do—that

e e e

THEY ALWAYS CITE LODGE, POYLE, HYSLOP ET AL,

“l want to establish some fundamental principles.
The spiritualists are going to answer my article by re-
peating their favorite incantation which is the names of Crookes,
Lodge, Wallace, Stead, Hyslop and Conan Doyle.
to ignore what I actually do say;
ing and assume that I have asserted that all psychic phenomena are
Of course if I did say that it would be fair
to contrast me, the novelist, with such master scientists as Crookes
But it happens that I don’t say anything of the kind.

any other force or form of existence- I am not studying Lodge but
I protest against the poor logic of saying—as the

honest investigators, therefore any association of persons calling
themselves spiritualists, psychics or occultists, must also be

R
+
LEWIS. :

I desire to

They are going
they are going to twist my mean-

the existence of spirit-life nor of

because Lodge and Crookes were

B R S e S L S L R SR S e

f
l

bonest."
A e S S e
years in Chautauqua county, New
York. It Is the most Important of

the several summer campmeetings In-
filuenced by the National Spiritualist

nasociation.

d4 Robert and Henry are near me/

spirita of Willlam and Robert and|
Henry that you see with meT™

Yen, certainly.”

“Well, do they approve of the work
1 am deoing just powT™T*

“Ted  They say I(t's all right. Just
Ev shead™

But do they llke the way I'm ban-
diing the work™ | insisted

Elater was impatient. “Yes! Didn't

I tall yeu that they were touching
your wsensorfum® Why, there ain't
once In & hundred times that 1 can
sre that conditien. They tell me teo
tel you. through Mr. Slater., to go
right ahead and Lthey will be with
you" The Divine Guide, the Control

the same being an Uncas, had spoken |

the Inst words, through Mr. Siater's
mouth: though: as ! understand the
system, it s Mr. Slater who gets the
thees dollars, not the gulde

I was modestly pleased, for WIill-
fam and Robert and Henry, those
homely spirits whom Slater had defi-
nitely aaserted o be my Sponsors
llam Shakespesare. Robert
Stevenson and Henry James
had not asked me for the reast
thelr names: apparently he had
not peeded the surnames to identify
them.

And the work I was doing. the
work which they were authorizing
and alding, waa the Investigation of
Mr. John Slater and his fallow spirit
exhibitors, spiritualist vandaville
managers and sideshow aspielers of
the Lily Dale Assembly.

The Lily Dale Assembly s a mix-
ture of summer resort, spiritualistic
campmesting and Chautauqua. It has

of

been beld every summec new for 38

|
|
‘|
|

Lily Dale les upon a little resdy

Iake, #00 feet above the level of LAI:;

Erfe, and 13 miles south—about
miles from Buffalo. A creaking
country bus takes you through =mn

iron gateway, with a gatehouse and
a ticket taker, like the entrance to a
county falr. The =admission is 230
cente, At first you seem to have come
to a cheap summer resort., not un-
pleasant in its scattering aof treés and
the shine of the lake beyond. Then
the big canvas-sided auditorium sug-
gests a3 Chautauqua and the ubiqui-
tous signs begin to amaze you.

Everywhere upon the houses are
such notices as: “Measage Medium."
ScientMic Palm!ist,” “Magnetic Heal-
er.” “Healing Clrcles,” Clairvoyant and
Clalraadien “Trance Medium,
“Psychlc.™

The Natural Beauties of Lily Dale.

But thres beautiful things there ars
at Lily Dale: the Foreat Temple, the
Inapiration Stump and the view of the
inke and the aloping grainfields be-
yond It. The Foreat Temple in merely
a collection of wooden benches facing
a roofed stage, but I is In & grove
and above the benches the maple
boughs meet. It Is tranquil In iate
aftarnoon, when the leaves overhead
are dalicately transiucent and there
i» & murmur of woodland peace. The
covered stage, ilke a tiny wooden
adaptation of an anclent Greek stage,
Is simple and white, True, some one
has done his best to spoil it by adorn-
ing it with & mall order parior organ
yel it has a dignity not borne out by
the glidb messages which the minor
mediums are constantly giving at the
Forest Temple. A strange touch to
the wooden benches Is the tiny plate
on the back of each, dedicating it to
an “Arisen Lovéd One ™

The Inspirational Sthmp, surround-
ed by a ring of backleas benches, =
amaong the big maples and pines of
the leolyn woods. It ls a natural
church: a friendly and disarming
gathering place

Near the Forest Temple 1s the Fox
coltage, shrine of spirituallsm. 1f
formerly stood at Hydesville, New
York, and was removed to Lily Dale,
as a sacred relic. 1n the Fox cottage
in 1547, began a serics of gappings,

attributed by scoffers (o charlamn.
lem and by the falthful to the spirit
of a murdered pedlar, It led to the
spiritualistic epidemic which swept
America and England, and produced
so renowned a medlum as Danlel
Douglas Home

Now the astral signaling is reduced
to a set of meek tappings which the
custodian of the cottage. Miss Floy
Cottrel, a qulet, school-mlstress sort
of young woman, produces atbt will
Har guide and rapper extraordinary
iz, she told the, one who was famous
on the “earth-plane,” but who now
prefers to be known as Uncle [ke!
Rappinge bave rather gone out of
?umun-——-whelher among earthly me-
fums or heavenly spirits, I do not

know—but Miss Cottrel still cleaves
to them.
The Fox cottage ls further sancti-

fiad by such reliés as the box of the
murdared pedlar, an iron rod made
by Mr. Fox, saeveiral spirit photo-
graphs—spirit photography s anoth-
er art which, having been explalned
so many times, has somewhat gone
out of vogue—and a picture of somo-
what anemic flowers which was, sald

Miss Cottrel., “done by an old lady
blindfolded, In two hours, working
with both hands"
The Daily Dolnge.
Lily Dale !s crammed with gettvs
ities, Often a dozen mecting? are

soing on at once. The working-day
starts at 5:30 with a meoting at the
Forest Temple where, after one hymn
hgs been sung and the chelrwoman
has announced that Mps, Y. of Syra-
cuse and Mrs. Z. of Cleveland will
hoid 35-cant circles that evenlng, Mrs,
Y and Mrs Z voluntear for free mes-
sage-giving.

At 10:30 on week days is the class
in the development of medlumsahip;

at 10:30 on Sundays, & big' public
mesting In the avditorium, with & lec-
ture-sermon. At 1 o'clock dally the
more ardent bellevers drift up to the
Inspirational stump, where the minor
mediums agaln perform free. At 1:30
is Dr. Burgess' class In healing—also
for an admission price. At 2:30, every
day, another auditorium meeting. At
4:38, another message-flesta at the
forost temple. At 8, any evening, half
a dozen things are golng on—a moeet-
ing, dance or entertalnment at the
auditorium; a free-for-all “thought
exchange” at the lbrary hall; with
from ome to 20 private circles and

elln, the Well-known BHritiah Auathor. It
Not kpowing Him

muslin or, on Sunday.,the “best silk
dress,” with a big brown and white
cameo &t the throat, and a tiny friil
i_\ few are llke the small-town club-
woman-—alert, Ilntensely respectable,
waenring on the bosoms of their white
blousea that eye-glass-hook which Is
2 badge of Chautnugqua culture. The
older men are often bearded,” the
. f thail T r
SRS Yo st 6 Thale haak Mimen WE Si7cE
X " it Is ara froz year } t
Iy iy Mix, Eewiy Eyinke fielda;: eclvili war veterans, many of
them, wearing the G. A. R. button
write messages to spirlt friends, and |and In one case, the blue coat with
sit in an excited ring about the med- | brass huttons.
fum to get her repliss. The prices for Livers In the Past,
these circles vary. Biater's, the most [ on4 thing that gives their flavor
popular. costs b0 cents: the r“I'“":-|1:'- the fact that they almost always
mediums conx In Just as many but | asle for messages :r“'m dend relotlves,
not quite such articulate spirts for |, .. erom friends or the lc great.
=k cents. With I:] ¢ "'; “l:"”’,l e 'l""" | A message from Uncle Charies, with
v ADV e r oug . "t = - y
seryice, any seeker ought to he ablo | .. ore content than “I am happy
Lo get halfl a doxen commuanications here. and Jimmie is with e, and
from the same spirit in the swme daya, :w.m:' 1 ;-r . :'..‘ to them preferable Lo
L Only they are Hkely adl to ] o, e R LR L sy A I
- . - n smpt I zain the wisdom of
be the sa more or | 20 attemp ks

1UE.

me communication Gostha ot 10
r ] L} a

less glibly expressed. No few of

- Thaey live in the past
Spiritunlists But Not Long-Haired them are absolutely nlone—parents,
\ Cramlis. husband or wife, brothers, sisteras,
I want to establish some fundamen- | uncles, even chlldren gone
tal principles. 1 desire to prophasy. No one could be flippant over the
The spiritualists are going to sunswer | great tears, the broker volces, with

hich the eld people greset the “mes-

and assume that I have asserted that
all peychic phenomena are necessarlly
deception. Of course, if I did say
that, It would be [sir Lo contrast me,
the novellst, with such master scien-

thelr attention from the need about
them to a narcotic absorption In mes-
sages—any kind ol messages, clever
or clumsy.

It Is 80 ecasy to decelve them! If a

tists as Crookes and Lodge. But it | madium says, "1 get a condition of
happens that I don’t say anything of your knowing #some one named
the kind. I do not deny the posaibil- Frank,” the devotee will helpfully
ity of the existence of spirit-1ife nor jgzest. “Maybe IUs Fred,” and be
of any other force or form of exist- when the m:dlum follows
ence. I am not studying Lodge but i

Lily Dule. I protest against the poor “Yes, of course! That's It—Fred
logic of suying—as the spiritualists | oo 1 see it clearly. Well, Fred s
w‘muu‘nth' do—that because Lodge here—wisn't Fred ‘your brother on
and Crookes were honest investiga- the material alde?™

tors, therefore any assoclation of per-
sona calling themselves spiritualists,
psychics, or occulists, must also be
honest,

The more important the investiga-

my uncle.”

“No,
“Oh, yens, now my gulde shows it to

me clearly. Well, Unéle Fred Is here
and says to tell you he ia halp!ng::
you and everything will be all right.

tlons of a Crocker are the more im- votae is _startled and de-
portant s it that we shall have an “:;:::dd::yamc sering powers of the
honest means for the communication medium, who slips In the questions
of' his conclusions., If veritably. | gq quickly and deftly that the slow-
after 500,000 years of human . lgno- witted customer comes from the se-
Fance, we are guessing the riddie of | ynce withh what she has sald and
r!lddlem acquiring truth about the | gwhat the medium has sald completely
iilmitable secret of after-life, then confused. Not only are the flock
how drastically we should demand sall-hypnotizing in thelr desire to
that all who actually dare to identify gEroct “the lost ones, but they are
themselves with that truth shall be, trusting because they themselves are
boyond all anclent demands for the honest.

probity of priests, clean, scrupulous, They are exceptions to the rule
intelligent. If I shall show that Lily | that most of the Lily Dale devotees
Dale, approved by the presenca of |correspond to the crowd Bt & county

fair. The most noticeabis excep-

the high personages of the spiritual-
tlons whom 1 saw were Lwo army of-

istlc organization, is not thus clean,

my articie by repesating their favorits | w

incantation, hich i the names of |sages™ That was the oniy poasible
Crookes, Lodge, Walluce, § Hy- | pxcuse for s Itunliam that 1 dis-
siop, and Conan Doyle. They are go- | coverad: that drugging of the for-
ing to ignors what I actually do say; | sak® old. But I belleve that to be
they are golng to twist my meaning more than hsalf evil, because it turns

Spirit Message From George Glasing,
Britiakh Author. He Is Dend, But
Sinclnir Lewis Had Never NMet Him,

thae Charlie Chaplin, the Willlam J.
Bryan of Lily Dale. A few heretics
compiained that for three dollara for
{& private reading they had recelved
only six to ten minutes of rapid-fire
generalizations. But the stulwarts
related anecdotes of his glving
names, facts, and dates relative to
persons of whom "he couldn't pos-
sibly have heard”

I went first to Slater's morning
class In medlumship at Library hall,
which Is a two-story frame building
resembling a village firemen's hall
The more shallow souls may skip
from Forest temple to Inspirational
stump, to receive messages, but the |
deep, the initiate, are supposed to
imblbe gsotario doctrines at the
cipspes at Libeary hall and even, oc-
caslonally, to look at thes books on
the second floor of the hall, . .

Enter the saer! Siater had come!

He bustled down the alsle, =
small, brisk man, with | :
spectacles, a neat little and
blue tle—very much like a veteran
conductor whom 1 knew on the
]’IN t Northern rallroad. But no con-

| ductor could rival that minclng step
| that patronizing utterance, nor the
|ulr}' manner In which Slater, when
he has answered a question, tedrs up
the slip and lets the fragments
‘ flutter away.

The audience sat up to attention ns

| Slater eaxploded in Epesth. The
| mastar announced (hat he didn't
want to ba with us at all. We ought

to be out in the sunshine. He wasn'
Bolng to give any test messages
(General aAlr of dirappoint.nent
| through the room.) This was not a
| tegt eircla It was a class in the
deYelopment of the ‘powers of the
|souL The classes formed & regular
course He, Mr. Slater. had Inust
| “finlshed with four Iadles” whn had
| “shown greit power as mediums.” He
| feit that thig achlevement was worth
while, If nothing else that he dld =t
'[LII_\- Dale was. He didn't have
stay at Lily Dale.

“I don't care anything about
place! They worship me out on
coast!™ he exclaimed. (Applause
amiles.)

We were not to cross our legs and
break the magnetic current Mr
Siater would, he submitted, be in :

this
the
#nd

ltrnnre. dead to the world, His gulde
| would speak through him In regard
| to the unfoldment of mediumship.
And now we were to go Into the
eilences.

For two minutes wa went Into the
sllences—I don't know why the 8i-

lences were plural unless each of us
had a little silence all his own.
the gulde began to isasue ora

the vocal cords of Mr. John Siat
seemed to me that T
spoke very much In the style of
John unpossessed. But of cuorse my

obsgervation was Incorract, for didn't
the gulde show that it was he who
was with us, not the mortal mind of
Slater, by sayilng every so often,

“1
want to tell you through Mr. Slater

I underatood Mr, Slater to refer to

scrupulous, intelligent, then I shall | flcers, In uniform; a captain of the
bave made a severe indictment. And |regular Infantry, and a doctor of
If I ghall show that to this place come | medicine who was a lleutenant In
the average people asking for i{n-7]the medical reserve corps.

epiration, then I shpll have Indicated The tragic sublimity of the ordi-
a need for stern house-ciecaning. pury devotees came to me as I

watched a woman at an auditorium
lecture. Her red swollen face was
ugly, made more so by & brilllant
sweater, and & wenthered hat
slapped on the back of her head. Yet
she llstened with longing falth? I
saw that It was not spiritualism that

I was told by officlals at Lily Dale
that there are between nine and ten
thousand attendants on the camp-
mesting each year; and thls is only
one of thirty camps. It Is not ax small
movement And, judging from the
people at Lily Dale, It I8 not a move-

ment of the long-haired, of the cranks | Was wonderful, tut the infinite ca-
and sensationallsts. Not once at Lily | pacity of the human heart for de-
Dale did 1 ses the anemlc gentlemen | 3ire to know God. If people wilh
in robes and sandals, or the neurotic [#uch a willingness to be loyal turn
Iadles In orange chiffon, who mark | from the stand#rd churches to a

think like the spirituallsm of Liiy

many causes. These seekers of Lily
Dale are the good, sound, solid peo-
ple of the small towns and farms and

Dalie, then it is a clamorous warning
to Lhose chureches not merely to re-

suburbs and city uptown strest form, but to cast overboard all their
do the wurld'; :,m-f: Riwne formallsm, their Sabbatarianism,
their rote of hymn and sermon and

Scores of men and women I saw prayer, and to supply the dally

reminded me of the “pillurs” of
churches In the small towns I know.
I can sea them at Wednesday prayer-
meetings, W. C. T. U's, at chicken
suppers, or donation parties for thes
pastor. Tha colder women—*“Mothers |
in "Zion™ they used to be called—|

friendliness and the parsonal interest
In their own souls, which spiritualism
does give.

The Importance of Siater.
The moment I was settlad at Lily
Dele I heatd John Slater

his guide as "an Uncas.” Uncas was
a Mohegan chief born in 1588. Lily
Dale guldes have Indian names =aa
frequantly as do country clubs. and
for the same reason—though what
that reason Is, I cannot Imagine. A
spirit of Thundeéer Cloud and one or
two of Sitting Bull mre in residences
at Lily Dale during the summer rea-
son, and I have no doubt that the two
ragular live Indians who sell baskets
there are gotting in tralning to be
guides on the astral plane.

The Uncas was speaking! At last—
now we wera getting to it! Now for
wisdom, dellvered by a celestial
being!

But I was baffled. What [ heard
did not make any great change in
my life. It was the same goulash of
metaphors and suggestions about
optimism and concentration-on-the-
inner-self which Is served in ail the
rambling sermon-essays in the New
Thought magazines,

to | 4

| do

We wers, commanded the gulde, to

3r. Slater was the Billy Sunday,

Schuces, at which fuur to 40 puupluJ

large, diguifled, wrinkled; wearing '

come out of the durkness, We were

into communion

t

I We ware y v

ar wld hidden beaut t
to awaken and conoor da
suddenly developed i
ness of tone, and it

he, , or-It had a

saript to deliver P

huke to tha amateur

didn‘t attend Slater ]
have n alat

i

und look e

ate

con
nand Lhe ¢
teristic gesture at Lil £y
any " b

]

Almon ona
the

srepli

ing It whenever hia W

A Burton Holmes in Spirit Land.

Mr ter gEnve A travel talk
| {witho movies) on Is T
| while he had been dispe J
guide. He had seen 1 vl
| thoughts; n per L.
| and an orange g o
color of slckne OUNEn AR
| When he had ¢ he delighted
| the audience by nouncing that
| nftar all, he w ¢ his ida to

|;:a'.'-: answerna to the
Fiveryone beamed

ched a silp
was an

1

don't Know
I do know
quite wur 0
no Answae
whiie others who
’l:l?.n‘ patients of med!
|

|

monly full particu

formation

| I don't assert

‘I'.:l had advance Information about
| &l 5 persons 1o W he gave the
nameg of various re ives, to whom
he told such unexpe ! delalls as the
name of the staamer upon which they

the Atlantie
Even i
quaintan with
tions and by

the lives of hin
know of his giving o
with great triumph Inform

| had crossed
assert:

evan L the outslder, c
have provided., At a 1|
seance, at the audiforium,

ifled the nudience and
business man whom I wlilil
Alexander" by s ting across that
crowd of 1500 people:

Call for Mr. Alcxander,

“T have a message for Mr. Alex-
ander, of Toronto. Is he 2

He was.

“Your sister Louls Is ne, and
says Lo tell you that re, and
helping ¥you, always. Do 1
know yout™

“No, sir,” testifled Alexander.

Slater nodded at this tribure, and
agalin, id 1 know ¥You had a siste

Louise

[ pomaibly have known that
No, sir.”

*Not at all! N I have another
message for you, Mr. Alexand
miin 1 are thinking of—ye
now!—the Revgrend Canon X
too, and he says to eall
afd whenever you need It

Agaln Slater went through “Did
I know (hat—eould I have kKnown

that"” formuln whic mi

wWys

hia audiances,
not tmpr ed. For 1
pracisely Fe same

wilth the same names ;
to Alexander! On ths
at Plerre Keelor's

ms




