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This is “George Fawcett Hamby,”
or So He Calls Himself,

the Thief and

Murderer Whose Good

Manners and Utler

Lack of Conscience

Have Astonished and

Confused All Students

of Criminology.

When you think of s criminal,
fariv when you Lhink of a this!f who com-
bines cool murder with his system, you are
Ukely te*have an image Dot oniy of & cer-
tain type of character, but of & maas hav-

George Fawcett Hamby, absolutely un-
himn by & wreat variety of persens who
said of himself In a frank Interview with a
I SAW the most astonlahing criminal

A boy—26 yoears of age. A clean-
of a young fellow you might meest
nesas enterprisa
name.
books on psychology, theosophy. avia-
deeds, for, as he sald to the jury—aa
men—"evary man bhad & chanee™

particus-

ing certain ouiward marks of the Lhing
he ta. Witk this in mind, consider the case
puious thisf and murdsrar, recently
sneed to death. Head what Is eald of
IA;' him and astudled him st cless quar-
ters.and, more astounding w»till, what he
woman who Wwon his atiention and confl-
deGco.
BY EULA McCLARY.
in history while he awailed the
eall to the electric chair.
taced, clear-sayed boy. Nothing freak-
ish or siniater about him. Just the sort
without suspicion sitting at a mahog-
any desk in command of some big busl-
George Fawcett Hamby Is not his
real name. But a man can dis by any
At thie writing he sits in the death
house at Sing Sing with tobacco and
tion and mavigation, 1 found him
awaiting death with no regrets for his
one who participated in the robberiea
which led to the “shooting of several
The few weeks of life which etill
belonged to George Fawcstt Hamby,

r’-f'..‘.'...‘#—.—. : |

When you think of a eriminal, particularly when fou think of a thief
who comblnes cool murder with his system, you are llkely to have an
image uot only of a certain type of character. but of a man having
certaln outward marks of ths thing he i&. With this in mind, conslder
the cass of Georgs Fawcett Hamby, absolutely unscrupulous thief and
murderer, recently sentencad to death.
great varisty of persons who saw him and studied him at closs quartars,
and, more astounding still, what he said of himself in a frank interview
with & woman who won his attention and confidence.

Read what ls sald of him by A

bessvassssssssesecd

who also ealls himself Jay Boyd Allen,
were to him merely the tima which
must elapse before he experisnces the
so-far mont interesting phase of hls
soul's existence. He belleves In evolu-
tion of the soul, via the reincarnation
route. In answer to my quesilon, “How
do you look upon death? he sald: It
s Interesting to contemplate what Is
bevond—If thers s wnything.”

“You know,” he continued, “if I
feared death I would now be serving a
life term in Washington. But I could
not stand confinement and I gave my-
self up for the erime 1 waa wanted for
ln New York state, that I might end
It all qulckly.™

As to the electric chair this anigma
among criminals believea there 18 no
pain connected with jt. He does not
have any theories on the right or
wrong of eapital punishment, but be-
{laves that many men who would other-
wise be a menace to soclety are fright-
ened into decant living or (o careers
of crime by fear of capital punishment.

“Do you ever think about the sor-
row and suffering you have brought to
the wives, childrem or sweethearts of
the men you have killed? I asked him
during one Interview whieh will never
be forgotten. For as I talked to the
man who was sitting with a back-
ground of prison bars as the confeassed
murdersr of three men and the rob-
bery of many banks. I could belleve
nelither my eyes nor eara as hs dra-
maticaily unfolded In an Impersonal
sort of a way with no bravado nor re-
gret his deeds of the past alght years.

“Never until I killed Bob,” he admit-
ted. "1 was very fond of Bob and no
one regrets his death more than I do
I meant to provide for his wife and
adopted child, but with ths others—
well, I gave them a chance. It was all
u part of my vocation. It was twenty
to one in favor of the others. But
usually I did not have to shoot. In
the west men respect & gun. They
would rather be live men than dead
herces. But, If you do shoot In the

Would You Belicve It to Be That of the Most
Astonishing Criminal in History’

Read What Others Say and What Hamby the Murderer
Says of Himself in a Most Uncommon Interview

weant you shoot to kill or they get you
firat, I guess I shot too straight in the
Brooklyn bank.”

“Has your sense of social obligation
ever made you hesitate to carry out a
planned robbeéry?' was another ques-
tion It seemed the publie would be
intarested In having answered. "No,
never,” bhe replied after a second's
thought *“Once or twice before enter-
ing & bank I have thought I would
rather not. but I alwaye went on as I
had planned for fear the men work-
ing with me would not understand and
would think I had lost my nerve.

*1 never could bave controlled the
man if they didn't know I never lost
my nerve. I always found the oppor-
tunities for a robbery, mads all the
plans and directed the work. I nevar
shot unleas I had to. Sometimes the
men I had selected to help me would
lose thelr nerve and I could not carry
out the plans. This happenad in St
Paul. We wers to hold up a certain
bank one afternoon. One boy and my-
self ware to go inside with & bag as if
wo ware going to make a deposit. The
third man was to come In, draw his
gun and we were to make a quick pet-
away. But he dld not come. The boy
with me, now merving time in a Min-
nesota penitentiary, and I stood at ths
glde desk making out a deposmit sllip.
We walted as long as we could without
axciting the susplclon of the bank offi-
clals and then sald somsthing about
making the depoait the next day in a
tone loud mnough to be heard When
we got outside there, leaning wup
against the wall, was tha boy we had

not
the

been waliting for. He eald he was
coming in untll the policeman on
corner went and I almost lost my
temper a3 I explained to him Lhat the
policeman left his post at § o'clock
and the bank closed at 3. But he would
not act, saying he dld not like to com-
mit & robbary with a policeman ao con-
venlently near.

~“I was without funds at the time and
had been borrowing from a pawn-
broker who, Iin the terms of the under-
world, was a ‘fence I did not want
him to make fun of me that night when
1 told him I would not be able to pay
my loan. So the boy who had been with
me—whom I had had sleaping with me
for some nights to keep him from tell-
Ing anyone anything—and I gavae the
third chap the empty bag and let bim
go. I did not want him to know any-
thing about me or where I lived. On our
way to my rooms we passed a laundry
which was in an lnconspicuous place
and on the spur of the moment I de-
cided to get my funds there. I figured
that It was possible that the laundry
had not banked the day's recelpts. 1 saw
the eafa door open. We walked Into
the laundry, which was peculiarly bullit.
I sat on the countar casuajly, aas if I
had come In for a friendly chat, pulled
my gun from the hip so It was hldden
from the street and told the entirs
force, which Included two men and
sevaral girls, to keep their hands just
where they were. I could not tell them
to throw their hands up because any
one passing would undarstand. The
poor stenographers were so frightened
they held their hands rigid above the
keybodrd. 1 told them to drop thair
hands in thelr laps and not to be fright-
ened. All this time the boy with me
wias standing still. It is a way with
green men—they cannot act until com-
manded. BSo 1 ordered him to take ths
monesy from the safe. I could sees as ho
put the bills in his pockets that we
wars not doing & very bilg plece of
work. As we were ready to go I no-
ticed a small snitcase on onea of the
desks. "“I'ake that bag.,” 1 ordered,
but one girl who was walking about
As wo came |In and who refusad to stop
all the minutea we ware thers said,
"No,! you don't That's my handbag
and it has nothing In It but carfare and
a few clothes! "All right, I sald. "We
will take ths lady's word for It. Plt
the bag back.'

“The next day I read a small notlce
in the paper which 'sald: "Woman Routa
BEandlts' and the article stated that
the bag contained $40. Since it was
not the company’s money I forgave her.
However, I began to realize then that
a woman will not keep her word nor
tell the truth.

“As we ware lesaving the laundry 1
held my gun in front of me and as I
backed through the door I advised those
latt behind to keep off of the strests
for a few minutes as it would not be
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WHAT THEY SAY OF THIS
“The coolest one ever.”—Inspector
“Thes most unconcerned criminal I

“An interesting study in human
would prove of real scientific v

of Health Copeland.

“A gecond Jesse Jumes."—Judge ¥
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safe to come out. 1 amiled good day
and closed the door.”

For a minute following thls narri-
tive the robber =miled reminiscently,
then he sald in the llght and humor-
ous manner he uses: “The boy with me
wantad to make good in my eoyes, I
guess, for he opened the door on my
gontiemanly exit and yelled *Tes,
don't any of you come out or we'll
shoot hell out of you."

One must know Hamby to appreciate
how much of a hit such languAge
would make with him. Vulgnrity,
alve. He did not say so, bul there Ia
no doubt in my mind that the accom=-
plice ended hi=s eonnectlon with Hamby
then and thera—aven as Hamby made
A vow that never again would he risk
his professional respect over such a
petty job, He held himself as a five-
figured professional and nothing below
$10.000 gave him the sense of exclu-
giveness his soul desired.

During the elght years he has made
hia living by robbing banka at the
point of a gun, Hamby had never been
undar arrest until he gave himsell up
in Washington. Indeed, he belleved
that he never would be arrested, but
that he would meet his end In &4 gun
fight which he aso loved.

“The play of the guns acted on me
like military musle does on a well-
trained soldier,” he told me. "1 wanted
money and the things money can buy, |
but more than the money, 1 craved tha
excitement of getting It and the nu'.r)-|
moblle races it bought and the ecasa
and books. Gun play certalnly fur-|
nished the thrills and gave me a sense |
of slation.”™ |

The moat noticeable things about
Hamby are his gentle, manly charac-|
taristics, which are not veneered nor
assumed, and his Instinoctive respect
for women, though he does not bellova
they can keep thelr word or a seorel
On his first trip east, while riding in
an slevated train he arose and offered
his seat to & woman.

=] always tried to gqulet the feans

“] never saw anyone more respectful to women."—Head jailer.
“One cool bird.”—The other prisoners.
“Undoubtedly his acts are a form of sex p

“Isn*t he good looking and polite ?”"—Courtroom wom
“T don't think he's absolutely sane.

“We find the defendant legally sane."—Ths Lunacy Commissi
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THE BROOKLYN (N. Y) BANK IN WHICH HAMBY COMMITTED HIS LAST CHRIME,
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BEAUTIFUL NATIVE WOMEN
OF MEXICO STURDY WORKERS

Visit to Guatemala Without Seeing Marvelous Inhabitants of Inland Town
Nearby Causes H. W. Patton and Crew of Mount Shasta Regret.

BY H. W. PATTON.
Letter No. 3.

FF GUATEMALA. N. C A, July
O 20. — (Special Correspondence). —
We arrived at Sallna Crua, Mexico,
about moon July 18 After a host of
officials, all ¢lad in spotless white and
with manners as immaculate as theilr
clothes, had come aboard and examined
our papers with great exactness, the
captain and myself went ashore in
quest of the ofl so urgently needed
Our arrival at S8alina Cruz was on the
20th day out from Grays Harbor. In
that time wa had plowed through 2900
miles of salt water—a little lesa than
100 miles a day and about four an
hour. If luck stays with us we may
bave Christmas dinner at the “Cheshire
Cheese” In dear old London. There is
nothing in lifée s0 uncartaln as a sea
voynge on & cargo vessal with amall
auxilinry engines
We dropped ancher outside the
braakwaters and. as weé rowed to the
shore In the official boat, I was much
tmpressed wtih the beauty and utility
of the little harbor. It comprizes adbout
20 acres of 35-foot water, amply pro-
tected by two breakwaters, on which

ars giant electric cranss which lift

cargoes from the holds of vessals, de-
posit it In cars through hatches In
their roofs, and in an Incredibly short
time the train' is speeding on Itz way
to Puerto Mexico, on the Atlantie side
of the Isthmus of Tehuantspec. There
similar cranes lift the Pacific cargoes
from the cars and deposit It In vessels
bound for ports of the United States
and Eurcpe.
Rallroad Opened In 1807.

This railroad was opened in 1807 and
fully justified the expectations of ita
projectors. The operation of the
Panamsa canal has however, had a de-
pressing effect wpon this enterprise,
and I fear Salina Cruz has lost its
chance of becoming the Port Bald of
the Pacific, although It bas many of
the features of that redoubtable port.

This Is the narrowest portion of the
continent north of Panama, and it was
here that Captain J. B. Eads wantad
to build a ship railway that would
transport the largost veszals from one
ocean to the other without disturbing
crew or cargo, The [dea was pro-
nounced enurely feasible, but efforts to
enlist the necessary capital in England
falled.

That country praferred to mes us put
up the money for the Panama cansal and

lst her ships through on equal tarms |

with ours. Roosevelt was responsible
for the dlgging of the canal and Wilson
for giving England the best of IL

Inner Harbor Spaclons Basin.

Landing &t a dock in the inner har-
bor, which is a spaciouws basin with
two swinging bridges over its entrance,
we engaged a two-wheeled cart drawn
by a most miserable little donkey. We
soon weres in the business center of the
city, a half mile away. Every store
and ehop was closed and a funeroal
air pervaded the town of some 3000
inhabitants.

I found that it was the anniversary
of the death of Benito Juares, one of
the greatest fightera for Mexlco's free-
dom. He was born in this states of
Oaxaca — pronounced wah-haw-cah—in
1808, of pure bred Zapoteca Indian
parentage and spoke only that dialect
until 12 years of age. But he obtained
an education and became president In
1868.

it was Juares who promulgated the
reform laws, abofishing slavery and
imprisonment for debt, divorcing
church and statse and granting re-
ligious tolerance. Ho led the fight
agajnet the French forces of Emperor
Maximilian and signed the death war-
rant of that unhappy monarch. Juarez
died while president on July 18, 1876.

Don Porfirio Dias, the greatest Mexi-
ean, was also born in this state and
was & pupil of Juarezs. He had Indian
blood, his mother being a Mixtoc. Diax
was president for 36 years, until run
out of the country in 1912 by Madero.
He died In Spain and, now that the
people are beginning to raalize what
good he d4ld, there s a movement
started to bring his body back to the
land he savad and to honor his memory
in like degtee with that of Juares.
Having visited Mexico during the

reign of Dias in the early '90s, and

learning then what a splendid president
and man he was, I took a mournful
pleasure In adding my name to thsir
subscription list,

Salina Cruz |8 not much for baauty
or pleturesqueness, but it does a large
shipping business, all Pacific mail lin-
ers, many coasters and someé DbIE
steamers flying the flag of Japan, call-
ing thera regularly. W, R. Grace &
Co. have an office there, as {t has In
every Pacific port, and handles most of
the shipping. Mr. Nyrup., the agent in
charge, |s one of the most "courteous
of gentlemen. Ha l& also one of the
best jooking and while I was thers was
certainly one of the busiest. He told us
that the same cyclone which we met on
July ¢ had visited Salina Crus and that
it looked as If the end of the town
had come. He sald It struck at night
and he and Mra. Nyrup, with their
two children, fled from the house.
However, it was only the tall-end of
our cyclone and little damage was
done. Had it been of equal force as
when It struck us there would have
besn 1ittls left of Salina Crus when
wea arrived.

SBome 15 miles inland from Balina
Cruz is the city of Tehuvantepec. which
is well worth visiting, 1 was told. It
has a population of 10,000, with the
women largely In the majority—about
five to each man, J met a gentleman
from Mangzanillo who had been thers
bafore and was on his way again. He
wanted ma to go with him and regaled
me with many stories of the beauty of
the place and It female Inhabitants.
Words falled him when he tried to de-
scribe the latter, and he was a voluble
talker at that. He sald everybody
smoked, even the very young.

“Why, liston,” he said. “There Is
one sight worth going a thousand miles
to see. The women there do not wean
their children until they are about 4

that I have ssen a boy leave his moth-
or's breast, sit down on the floor, roll
a clgarestte and puff away In great
content.”

I have beard a good many liars in
my time, in many places and on many
subjects, but I figured that this ons was
the chiaf, and that I had batter get
away from the danger of Inoculation.
I always try to tell the truth. BSo
again declined the invitation and bade
the gantleman farewell

Now, here on shipboard. I find posi-
tive confirmation of the truth of Mr.
Manzanillo's story and I blush for the
injustice which 1 did him. Before I
left Salina Crus, Mr. Nyrup gave me &
handsome book called “Terry's Mex-
fco,” which, I think, the best guide
book to this country ever written,

Women More Thrifty Than Men.

Also 1 want to do Justice to the
man from Manzanillo, so here is Terry's
comment:

“I'he women are thrifty, animated
and more enterprising than the men.
The relative scarcity of males makes
individuals of more Iimportance than
would be the case if the sexes were
equal in number, and ths passjonate
and jealous nature of the women is ac-
gentuated by this minority. Like the
Burmese women, they are the workers.

srhese olive-skinned gqueens of the
tropics possess beautiful sloe-black
eyes, superb teeth and luxuriant black
hair, They are much addicted to wear-
ing jewalry, preferably American $30
gold pleces, and It s not unusual to
gae & barefoot hourl with a necklace
worth many thousands of dollars. They
bathe often and are clean. Many of
the women emolkes and some of the
children are almost weaned on tobitc-
co fumes. Like cartaln other native
mothers, they nursa their children until
they are 8 or 4 years old, and it is no
uncommon sight to sse a child descend
from its mother's knea after a lacteal

years Il swear Lo you

+

Tepast, TePALr 1o AR easy chaln, lgbt a

clgarstte and enjoy an after-dinner
smoke.

“On BSundays and feast days,
the women appear in all thelr graca of
form mnd dress—for they are devel-
oped like Venuses and would make in-
comparable models for artists—the ef-
fect is wholly begulling: a fellcitous
blend of southern Spain, the orient, of
Mexico, and the lotus-eating tropice”

I passed the above along and ths
whole ship's company came aft and of-
ferad to forfait & month's pay if the
captain would put back to Sallna Crus
for 24 houra. Think of being only 14|
miles away from all that and not
knowing itl

July 28.—Well, here wa are, off the
coast of Costa Rica, and llkely to be
hére Indefinitely. In fact. I don't know
that we avar will get any farther, and
I don't know that you will ever re-
eceive this letter. The truth s that
our air compressor has gone bad and
our engines ars shut off. with little
prospect of ever being started again.
YWhat makes it all the worse is that
we are below 10 north, In what are
the equatorial ecalms, or the “doi-
druma,” where there Is not wind once
a year. Having no engine power and
no wind there {8 nothing to do but
wait for somebody to plck us up, or
olse send & boat ashore—I120 miles off
—and cable to Panama for & tug. The
boat might get ashore and it might
not. But we have water and grub and
2 splendid engine room force, so why
worry?

Trip Resumed on July 30, -

July 30—%We are savad and are again
speeding on our course with both en-
gines running. The resourcefulness of
Chiaf Tortensen, the industry of the
engine-room fores and a 12-horsepower
sail holst on deck, were the means of
our salvation. The force rigged a com-
pressor, fitted pipes from It to the air-
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Balbea, Aug, 6.—Hare was ars after &
vovage of 47 days and 16 hours from
Grays Harbor,




