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What’s Next In Literature?— Opinions of Leading English Novelis

.

Sir Gilbert Parker, Marie Corelli, Oppenheim, Hornung and W. B. Maxwell Tell
What Kind of Stories They Think Will Be Most Popular These Post-War Days
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g we nad s Thankasgiving

garvice at the old church,

Tha wviliage band played the hymns
and the rvice began with the natlonal
gnthem gnd endad with the singing of
3 eum. and a Joyous paal of
bolls The fizme 0id -bulliding was
crowded and the blare of the brass in-
truments made the wvery windows
rattis and dance In tricmph. COnee it
asagmed ts me that I evasn zaw an old

opthoers wheé

thel

| Holy

ne orusader In the chancel nod his
in faction. i

He si30 had won the good fNght In
Palestine hundreds of vears ago. Many
ro0od Cornishmen weare [ighting in Lbh}

Land this time, and alas, some,
perished |n the slage of Eut The
women of Cornwall are presenting the
Cornish regiments with new colora

- - -

Cutside in ths churchyard I nmoticed
A eroas etected soma 60 yearsPago to
the memory of many willagers who
“died by the visitatfdn of God'" They
really died of typhus caused by bad
drains.

We have learmed wsomething these
past §0 years. Now we not only pray
to God, but kesp our drains In good
conditfion.

It w=as & plous idea to say “the vimita-
tion of God™ and sit down comfortably
and do nothing.

"Positively blasphamous I eall ™

BRIis

said the nursing sister homs from
Franecs ,whe was with me.
- - -

On Saturday the 15th, our big peace
celebration takes place.

There are to bde all sorts of giddy
events including sports, dancing, & bon-
fire and fireworksa The band, of course.
w play «ll dsy, or as long =s its
th holds out.

Then thera is to be a free tea to the
sarvice men and thelr families. Sister
and I insist that our war searvices en-
itla us to join them, so shall proudly
eat gur big currant buns (weighing
eight ounces sach) and drink our tea
in the hest company in the world,

Only & year ago currant buns weare
currantisss, and such 3 they Wwars
could only welgh two ouncea. Ome at
that weight had to sarve for the whole
meal

I reflioctad the othar dsy when I wan
enjoying strawbearriea and arsam that
two Fears ago at this time we ware &x-
perimaenting on péa-psd mnd wood-
sarrel soup mads after a Belgian recipe.

We tried to think that we liked It
too.

Ona of the nurses at the munition
works last October had a devolad sd-
mirer who nesd (te bring his beloved
offerings of food. Where he managed
1o get butter and honay I do not know,
bt the salmen he caught himsalf and
shot the pheasunts He was most pop-
ular with all the nuraes as ha had sense
enough te bring sufficlent to go arcund.

Whether his particular nurse still
smiled upon him after the armistice I
naver heard

His gifts at that time wers worth
more than diamoad tiaras and strings
of pearis. We were gpotting primitiva in
those days

- - -

Yesterday I asked tha ex-munitioneer
milk-woman {f she waa golng to take a
peace hollday.

She said: *“No, milk won't stand for
L

It must be funny to change suddenly
from a flerce business liks making
shells Into a2 mild bummness ke dellv-
ering milk.

One of ths rathar unexpectsd after-
effecta of the war is that Englisk
women seem to dress better than they
did, although clothes cost more than
twice as muoch as in the prée-war days
Thay wear better-looking shoes and
stockings and ssem to choose more be-
eoming solora

I dare may mest worth-while women
bave beon wearing uniform of one sort
or another mand are angious to choosé
prettisr clothes, now " they hate =
ehance, Hers at the seaslids the mod-
arn feminina gardb of civilization seams
to be a knitted jumper gally striped,
eked out with a woolen hat of soris
and an sxtremmealy ‘short skirt

I may say that it is ns a rule & most
becoming and sensible cutfit. Some of
the color schemes are most artistic

As’ for me, 1 wish that cldthes, like
wine and smome cheeses, Lmproved with
age.
41 am Aligently embroldering lace but-
terfiles and appiring “motives” over the
worst holes \n my frocks

Although I alse have a smurt kaftted
jermey and a hat of sorts, I can only
own to being short of a new akirt, In-
stead of aowning & new short akirt!
My observation of prices in ths ahops
hareabout ha= led me to balieve that
all the dascendants of the pRirates of
bygone days have taken to shopkeeping
as a profession.

The propristors of the littie shops In
Ecotiand which sold pink crepe d4a chine |
lingerie to the munitionssrs must ba |
rélling in riches now; alsc the fur coat
wendora.

Profitsars, all of tham.

- - -

Most of my letters from the TUnited
States boys are now aithar full of en~
thusisstic joy at being home agalin or
full of enthusiastie joy at the prospact
of scon belng home again.

It positively makes mes homesick, but
I must etsy a while yot in case I am
neaded to haelp In the after care of our
wounded men.

One man wrots biuntly from Franoce:
“J¢t seems good to get & parce! from
this side, for It seems hare that avery-
ons wants to 4o you all they csan.”

It remindad me of the scornful out-

burst of one of my own patisnts: “Ia
Balla Franca, they calls it zurse; Ita

& place T wouldn't take my own mothar
Lo "=—patuse—ihan: TADNYyWRY, wa've
shovelaed the most of it into sandbagsa”
Poor Franca! The roal drawback to
France was that it waan't “home”

- - -

My saflor man is going to leave' ths
DAYY, now peacs is signed, and take up
eagineering agaln whare he left off to
go and fight My bilg soldler is sick
and tired of Salonlks. and will proba-
bly be smant back o India, whare he
came from, as he belongs to ths regu-
lar marmy.

My friend the sister In charge of the
naval hospital has received the order of
the royal Red Cross. EShe writes:

1 dld miss all my dear boys when 1
left the naval hospital. I think I should
1iks to take up a matronship in a “hames
for disabled sallors and scldiers,’ and 1
would do my best to maks them happy.*

Ehs was a dear and was my ward sis.
ter when I, was there. She waa pro.
mated to “sister in charge™ afterwards

(“A dexr” would not describe vary
accurataely the sister in charge of my
time)

- - -

My Oregon boy never got his cake
aftar all, but aa he got Oregon instand
I dare =ay he a8 sat|=fled. Only one
Amaerican soldler T know is laft on this
side and he sails from France todsy.

1 have galned a lot of experience and
s good many gray halrs sioce I laft
Portland over four years ago

Aftar so much sadoass I find quils

n childish delight in small pleagures

I may have forgotten to soms extent
how to put on my clothas smartiy. but
1 am, cartainly not biasa. T belleve
my Ames n watch 3 homesick. for
it refuses to gu, and has complataly
gona on strike,

First it roka itsa mainspring =and
winder has gone wrong.
As a nurse Is rather dependant on a
watch to taks ulses, 1 shall try and
coax it to put up with exile a littla
longer,

If It remalins obdurate I shall he
obliged to borrow a watch from my pa=-
tionts,

1 ramember
day:

“Has s g9t a second-hand
wateh to le for 2 faw minut

“You can have mine, =Elster™
sold handing it to bhar: *“but (
provingly) it fsm't & second-hand ona

Then sister explained that ahe marasl
meant a watch that had a “sscond
hand.

Almost evarry walch In England has
developéd “nerves” during the war,
probably caused by the concussion of
the big guns

¥Now the watches and clocks seem to
think they are entitied to & rest cure

They say there was neéver a watch
or clock In France that kapt good time
No wonder. Parhaps some of tham
hald up their hands im horror at the
rapid beating of some of ey pulpge
thay helped Lo taksl

now the stem

“Siater” asking me one




