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THE AMERICAN LEGION: THEG. A. R. OF THE FUTURE

in the Government and Not to Take Something

BY GEORGE PALMER PUTMAN
£C HAT'S the most aatisfactory ax-

T periancs I've had in two years!™

exnlaimed the man in civilian

clothes zestad besids me st the St
Louls caucus of the Amsrican Legion
in May.

“VWhnt ix™ I asked

With & grin he icdicated s miformed
brigndlar-genasal and a colonsl just
bahind wus, obliged to stand because
inck of chatrs.
months ago it would have been
rvous shock simply to geot this close

8. G " he expluined. “And now.

X of not even having to offar

seat™
dent echoes ths spirit of that
unigus gathering of world-
NS W co sprang what has
ledd the “G. AL B- of ths future,”
eh actoally will be a mightier
izes the bounduries of Iits
are thoss of the entire

the

i

itaelf
Those who witnessed
rth the American
Louls caucits,
=W Its

the official
lagion at that
and especially thoss
very beginning at the
in Paris in March, feel
itzsalf is & mmost por-
the ingquiry. "“What

ca get out of the war?™
ady the American Legion has
its stride and Iis bescoming
1 as wall as potantizlly ons of
he great in our national life.
farce too, if the methods
started shsal]l be con-

or

forces
good,
it is

for

which

he American Leglon™
is the organissation of
of the world war.

s esmentizlly a civilian
naither military nor mili-

kes nor permits no dis-
rank and no disttnetions
oversaas men and thosa who
Eat oversams.
Its purposes are happily axpressed in

phrass “policies, not politica™ Ewvan
re to t point ia the apt
aodora

t ion of
betwaan
a4

not

ntatament
Roosaveit Jr., at
which has come
of a slogan for tha

mads

BL

oy

Louis, & ntatemont

Lagion exists te pnt
in govarnment, not to
tike something r from ft.*

The first organi ion of the legion
wne in Paris on March 15 of this year,
when oungand officars and men rep-

all of the A. E F.
constitution and
can Legion™

is meeting was
ad by a simlilar
Louis, May 2 to
soidier dalegatea
state in the Union
cEque and unigua

someathing

onits

antat ive

mesting Do stapa
ization ware taken
ort made to bind the lagion
s to its policiea. The €s-
- is was to gwut
America The first
oconvantion of the
1 in Minnaapolis ar-
Novembar 11. At that time
expactad that the oversasns forces
full and fair represan-
nil nehes of the sarvice
be on hand to voice their views
Fetwer and Novembar the
stioning
B Thne Faris
L.ouis caucus each
34 to respresant
1 two com-
0 togethar
»f the leglon. Thae
funetioning in con-
ommiliee are
Texas,
of

in

on of

el now
ars

U and
ne A
ntil

caommitiee

Novamber

Araea nDnow aralt

of
ke
»

chalr-
Miasouri,
Wood of
Gaspar Bacon,
The tem-
New TYork

SLArY
., treapurer.
irs are in

the present working
yr morning In 1918 am-

lance unloaded Iits
a base
wounded wers
the front
was astir with
rilex. A major

manity at
The

from

gut of an op-
hnd been on
tarted for his
whan arrived on an

trip

iaTiers 4 ocolonel
remarked the colonel
he major's maluts.

i the major.

2ople about here

dead ones |
= ¥ | paned

planning

ans waen

Already they ara
hey to

WAr

is aver

how t nd take

ngs aiter t: whan

strest A sergeant.
under a shade
to rest. Hae
wound and
that would
nt, the J6th
ha

A

'?:-ﬂ

alnat It

pil of his
awaltad the word
to Join his regim
An
tres another soldler
14

an Infantry. paused |
with o

e knee anc
yped to speak o
hand rose in quick
newcomer was an of-
pact o get bazk soon, sergaan?t™
replied “Anxzious to go
whole job over, air.”
nded the officer. “But
| 20 whoen the Germans
star:t & veterans' as-
the good of ths country, |

the sergeant anawered.

= Theodors Rooze-
was the afficer and
son, later killed
ted man and the
pltal XNo 2
ho was in the
from & wound
a machinse gun
story and sald it
that ha had heard
velarans aasociation
he had thought of
elf as an organiza-
less poasibllitiss for

wioneal

2 baginning as that—a
ch doubtiess was dupli-
timen throughout the
tha Paris cnucus. Just
=tands for as a result
and the later meeting
in St Louis can ba expresaed no batter
than by the preamble to the constitm-
wlan:

“For God and country w>» asasociats

tlses

o

15;&;:; about It

“It Exists to Put Something

{—) 1y

Away From It,” Is the Apt Slogan Advanced by Theodore Roosevelt, Jr.

s
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SEAMAN FRE
together for thae ¢
To uphold and
of the United
malntaln law a
perpatuate a 100
to prasarva the
of our assoc
inculcats ¢
tion to the a0
to combat
classes and the
the master of
and good wrill
and transmit - 3
ciples of justice, and democ-
racy. rat ! sanctify our
comradeship by our devotion to mutual
heslpfulnass™

The word *“Americaniam"
assance of the pirit of the X
triotiam was the order of the day at
St Louis,
Conaldear,

D~HUMPHRY
t5 | 4 pUTrposen:
tha constitution

both
to make right
inte peace
eguard
. 4 s  prin-

5D

what hap-
when Ii is invitad the next
convention AgOC The
invitatlo had been accepted
by the nmiltee sumably
in charge of the mattar. It waas flatly
turned down by the caucus as & whole
and the : { "“Who is tha
mayor of lcag it

When the St yus was called
L gTeat many i din
friands of tha ls
feared that 1t alm
becoma polltical. yot In soma ax-
traordinary way that danger was a0
witll avalded that the leglon Is actually
isunched without a shadow of partisan.

inavitably

Pollitlos weare
bottom That
constitution:

While requirin that svery mamber
of the organization perform his full
duty as a ecitisen according to his ewn
conscience and understs ng. the or-
ganization shall be absolutaly non-
partizan and shall not be used for ths
dissemination of partisan principles or
for the promotion of the candidacy of
any person sesking public office or
prefermant

Sectionalizsm, rank, polities wers not-
jably absant Maine's delegation for
instance, nominated a Texan chairman,
with Ohlo seconding, whils the stats
of Washington 4id its best to persusde
Thaodora Roosevell, Jr., of New York,
to accept office, an honor determinedly
refused. The presiding officers ware a
eolonel from Teaxas, A Seattle sargeant,
a Neaw Mexican sallor and a youthful
marine private from Connecticul. A
more democratic salection it would be
difficnlt o imagine Angd,
mocracy was the order of the day. Tha
“gob™ and “doughboy” largely Bad
thisgs thelr way, whilse the meén with
bars and stars on thelr shonlders, with
notable individual exceptions,
manded less influence than the enlisted
men,

Some thers werse who filgured that
the legion, even st the outset. might
bhe usad as a vohicla for ths political
ambition of some man, group Or party.
These very promptily were disillusloned.
For instancs, for nearly an bour the
caucus made riotous appesal for Colenal
Hoosevell 0 become lin chalrman, and
Roosevell refused becauss, as he wall

tabooad from top ta
Was sitressad. Bays the

indeed, de-|
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sald, if the légion iz ts meet the full

| mensure of success it s entitled to, no

alightast pretaxt must bes given for
thinking that any one man seaks to usse
it for his perzonal sdvancement

That damonstration for Roocsevals, by
the way, seemed to thoas who saw it &
mizhtily iInteresting political manifas-
tation. It was absolutely sincare,
unanimous and spontanacus, and came

| not aimply because “young Teddy besars
com- |

the namea he does" That, af course, was
wondarfully helpful, but the Amarican
people. and aspesclally clear-thinking,
independent young huszkies, such as
gathered at St Louls hava little use
for heredity. Tha truth is that largely
spaaking, the younger Roosavall (s rap-
idly coming to stand on hls own feet.
Iz some strange way ths mantle of
magmnétic parsonal attraction posseased
by Bkis father apparentlty has ssttisf
down uUpon bhim and it & Iadr te say

that he came away from St Louls =
leader donbly respected bemcauss he had
had ths manhood to refuss ths post of
official leadership

It was Interesting. too, to see Ben-
mett Clark, son of Senator Chamd
Clark, with his arm around “Young
Teddy's” shoulder urging him o accept
the chairmanship, which the deiegates,
with lsather-lunged approval, were try-
ing to thrust upon him.

“Roosavelt should be put at the head
of this. If he dosan't want it he should
be mads to take L™ sald the demo-
oratie congressman‘'s son. After all
some of us think the caucus might have
howled all day for Roosavelt had not
big Jack Greanway of Arizona, once
of tha Rough Riders and a Crolx de
Guarre man in the late unpleasantness,
contrived to get the dalegates’ atten-
tion.

“1l fought with his dad M Cuba~

sald Gresnway, “and I have sesn the
bey fighting In France Gentlemen, I
know the Roosevelt tribe down to the
ground and when they say a thing
they mean it and they stay with It
Ted's told us bhe won't take this office
and go he won't" And after that thay
abandoned the affort and a good Texas
democrat, Colonal Henry D. Lindsiay,
was elacted.

Another In®lcation of the prevall-
ing sentiment was a conastitution pro-
vision that no post &hall be named
after a living man, an Intended barriar
against political misuss. Then, too, the
caucus unanimousiy forbade the taking
of a poll of the meambera by 2 8t Louila
newspaper, a0 desperately sincere was
the determination mnot to haws it
beraided as committed to amy man or
party.

The caucus positively refused te ecomn-
slder certaln national questions where

PRIYATE PHILO C."CALHOUN

Of ghe marines
there is a broad
This was primar
the dalegates Ddelleved that L would
be Impropar to place the leglon on
record in such matters until the mil-
lon-odd men now overseas were home
and represented, as they will be at the
tima of the November convention. For
instance, an effort to get a resolution
condemning yrohibition befors the
caucus wans unsucceasful, and no actiaon
whatsoever was taken on this head

But whiks issues concerning which
there wers wides divarsions of oplnlon

variances

ily th

of opinion.
casn, because

ware avolded. on cartain claar-cut pris
eiplay the lagion was ocutspoken.

Here In brief iz what the legiom &i4
in St Louis:

it demanded Investigatiom of ihe
parden and subsequent honorabls fdls-
charge by jJhe war departmen: of con-
victed conmclentious obdbjectors
It condemned the activities of the
I W. W., the anarchista and ths In-
tarnationse! socialimta

It protested again
rious business ocondar
ploying man
thalr wares

It recommendad
should take stepa
s=amp and out-over
afford ex-sarvice men An opposrtuonity
to establish homes for thamsalvas and
a. fitting place in ths constructive
work of the country.

It demanded ocongress tha gama
diaability pay for mmnun of ths national
guard and national army as now
partains to in tha regular estab-
liahmen

It inmitiated
to serv ® men
lages undar the war-:

It demna that
daport to own t
allensg who sad to Join the colors
at the K of ths war and
pleadad citizenship in othar
countiries

It undart
soldlers, =
b= brought

eartain nr.f;-
who are am-
In uniform to peaddie
that
to reclhaim arid.
timber lands to
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48
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thoas
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ch car-

ke n
Roosevelt referrad to A TEND-
which had bean introduced des
g slx ths' extra pay to 4ls-
idiera Ganer Y speaking.
sure to he
who would
the Amar]=
the proce-
voted againal
Intearasts of ita

mon

lagio &
or una 10 it
sanal immediate

tmously the caucus votsd against
solution a precadant unlygun
oldier or tions and ome au
for ths future was
met
Eligible for mombership s svary man
and W d yre the uniform be-
Lwaean 1 8 and Novamber 11,
1918, hon aligibla
to honora ¥ &l OT BAVY
departme 1ks ars also opan to
all Amariean citizens who fougt
any of our during tha
t war. Empha
consclen objectors X
Uncomp nining Amaer wan
keynote of the cauous Some haveo sald
that the leglon would be the * A, R
of the Tuture, tha logion’s oppor-
tunities for servics seem gEroater oven
than those of the clvl]l war organization
bacause the nation-wide character of
its mam hip. It is of the north and
the south, the sast and the waslL
Ie the | y-by=-night" organ-
Ization? atition with any
ation? Ia It con~
one?
hess quaries

or

1y

thne

L
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Is It anent?

the m who wore the

form and no one else?
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Am I

firmiy

for and

I=s the

atically X .
. the real answar to that is
bean not only = sroved
da b vice men
id from
beyvond
Etamp

RBut
positive
r Raker,

General B:

tne
e
ral Sir
of athers
jon commenced on July 4 the
on of & weekly periodical, Tha
Legion Weakly In that inl-
messages of greoting to the

| H lasue
leaders in peace and war

Legion from
are printed

As those who have been active (n thes

of the L. n belleve, and

good reason, Its poani-

opmant are neariy lim-

million mean, 3
is only limited by the aumber of

those who served, four miilion.

SEAWEED, LONG

REGARDED AS

Latest Idea Provides Very Good

WASTE, USEFUL FOR MANY THINGS

Thoosand Japanese Employed in Its Varied Industries.

Substitute for Bricks—Six Hundrad

problems try seaweed
It sounds absurd, but astuts men

are taking advantage of the lttle-
known commercial posaibiiities of what
has hitherto besen regarded as DALUre’'s
wasts The Iantest idea is to wtillze sea-
weed for binding and strengthening &
substance made from slag, which has
the appoarance of concrate und is provs
ing a very good substitate for bricks.
In this way the shoriage of building
material is belng partiy ovarcome.

Thars !s no better fertilizar than sea-
weed, and many acres of corn are be-
ing grown on ths flat lands of Essex.
over which seaweed has been thrown
by the tidas f

It is estimated that §00,000 Japaness
are employed in the seawssd indua-
tries. using the weed in the manufac-
ture of such diverse objects as police-
maen's boots, picture frames. marbled
floors and electric switchboards They
have sven found a substitute for cot-
ton (n a seawsed callad "sugamo.”

In France seaweed finds utility as
a stiffener for mattreosses and as size
tor straw L_tx, while the native fisher-
men of South Australis makes ropes and
tishing nats from local varletles

A certaln varlety., known i(n Irsland
as *“tope,” has been recommended by
a famous phyaician as a cure for rheu-

FOR s solution of housing and food

matism and throat affections if eaten |

hot, whila In some parts of England
and Wales a varisty of seaweed. known
as *“laver,” has been In demand Jfor
years as & vegstable, Ssrved with
roast meats it is said to be axtremely
palatable. .

Plot to Kill Wise Merchant
Reads Like Fiction.

N ANGLO-INDIAN mearchant onece
had an advanture that nesrly cost
him Bis Ife. This experience might weil
Base bten a bit of fictiom imveanted by

jthe great De Quinocey for use in his es-
jsay on "Murder ns a Fina Art™

‘' Thix mer got slong well
| with the na two of his sarv-
ants had had a quarrel over a girl
whom thay had woo=ad The merchant
interfered 3 air. The unsuocess~
ful sultor, « . hégan o maks trou-
ble and his the hushand, wairned
the mearchant sgalnst him, Nothing
happsnsad for some months. Then the
nerchant went away on business, On
his return was told that Laj had
been ecmught in bkl Dedroom and
locked up.

The merchant was tired and after
eating went to the cabinet where he
kapt his vigars

It was a large case of teak and pl
gwilass with an old-fashioned aliver B
dian locik.

As he was aboul to insert the key In
| the kayvhole Laj's succassful rival, who
| had been mctive in the ssarch, cried out
thiat some ope surealy hud been meddling
with the look.

An examination of the Weyhole re-
Iua&pd traces of wax. When thay opaned
{the cane the merchant founn evarything
apparently unt hed Five boxes of
cigars wera unopened. Hae had openad
the sglxih box before he went away and
removed A faw clgars. As he took this
box up he noticed on it the marks of
dirty fingers

The cigars looked aa if they had not
bsen disturbed. He was about to take
one when he noticed that something
was wrong with the haad, A second
and n third were like tha first. In each
a smal] aimost imperceptible ross thorn
had been Inserted and on It was a dad
of brown slime, still molst, the same
eoior as the cigar.

Feeling convinced that the gigars
ware polsoned, the merchant eat down
and wrata o note to the police. In balf
an hour an officer appesared with Lad
under guard. The mearchant stated the
casa to the officer and, taking ons of
the olgara, handad it to La) with the
commsand, "Take It and smoke It™

The mas refvsed His gull* =us
prae"

He




