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WONDERFUL FAIRY COLONY FOUND IN HEART OF PORTLAND

Among Decaying Grandeur of Pioneer Days Besides Horde of Fabled Being Seldom Seen by Mortal Eye.

j oM

BY DE WITT HARRY.
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idea or you can’t Ece any more.
think & moment how long those
same women and men you call decora-
tions have bheen on the job guarding
Portiand and acting®*as good falries for
her. Jusat try and realize how much
they know and have seen Imagine how
proud they must bs of their home now
that they have watched It ouigrow its
swaddiing clothes and spread wuntil
they, who wers once Iinhabitdhis of
the - busiest - and best portion -of the
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thriving little Willamette walley me-
tropolis, are now the almost forgotian
rezidents of & rapidly dsteriorating ssc-
tion of the city.

I.qok up at the top of that same bulld-
ing, =¢e the engle crowning the cornice
and striving to fiutter itz stone wings
and fly away. And across from the
bird aof freedom see the luxuriant thistle
rearing itz proud Scotch head near the
¢crest of the roocf. Tha first owner must
have come from the highland glengs and
wanted some remembrance of his old
home.

But yon cannot spsad too much time
here, gaze up thers next door. Over
that Wilhelm Transfer company siEgn
at 4§ First street and all along the half
block of buildinga nee those elght other
happy pixies, each surrounded with a
wreath. The bullder mnst have been
careless as he has cut elght more of
them In hal?, Ses the fretwork and in-
tricacy of the carving on the face of the
pullding. They don't do it nowadawys,
styles have changed. and that peoor old

structure, whils sclid ecough Judging

i—Vera, enraptures 9y romasntie vislons, on chaste balcony at 83 Firat street. 2—Hoary old satyr, who dweila on fromt

of 46 First street. 2—Relncarnation of Mald of Long Ago at 4335 First atreet.
fountain. O—Quaint griffin jonging to spread his stone wings and fiy from 54 First street. é—Gusrdlan goddess |

4—Comely woman bather in Skidmore

of 133 First strect. T—Useful Skidmore fountnin lion apouting cool water. S—Frownilng battlementa of 204 Flrst

strect castle,

from the exterior, is ocut of date and,
therefore, relagated to the background.

And do you like grapes? Stone ones?T
Grapes are also getting out of style, ex-
cept as ralsins, but ahead there at 38
First street, growing all over the bulld-
ing, are faithful replicas of clusters
freah. from sunny southern vineyards
that we can show to our children as we
tell them of the wicked flulds they used
to presa from the succulent frult. And
ook, yoa, 18 of them. How do you
spell it, Bacchuses. That's what they
are, though it is commonly thoughtthat
there is but one of the convivial old
fellows.

Now, down here at First and Burn-
side,. seo the thistles that adora.the

plain stonework of -the front of the old
Skidmors building, which says L was
Built in 1386, And at First and Couch,
now housing the Noon Bag company, is
the Blagen bullding, built In 1885, and
bearing on !tz front twin sisters of sur-
paaning beauty. Mature wWomen are
these, full breasted and serene, and they
have their straight gaze fixed on the
beautiful hills encireling the city. Im-
mediately balow them is & guard of ten
llons baring thelr fangs in a ferocious
grin, and yet lower down are thres
more huge llons snarling at the pass-
ers-by. A

Right here {8 the end of our northern
ramble for the tanks and retorts of the
sas company's plant closa the street,

Ithers seqms }o be no loss in pop

p—Chucklilng egre, with lolling tongue, disports himself high above 156 Filrst streeat.

so we'll turn about and walk back along
the opposite side, Right fcross from
our atart is the Torber bvullding, an old
structure, but ocontrasting with the
pihers In that it (s severely plain, and
with (ta fluted cornice is imposing in
its very simpliclity.
Country Cousin Sparrows Visie.

The corner of First and Burnside seems
to be tha center of the FPortiand plgecn
and sparrow colony, though there is an-
other large settiement on First street
near Jefferson. .They are always en-
tertafning friends in Sparrowvilie and
it seema ms If thers s a continuaxl
string of country cousin visitors. Hu-
man onlookers of the vicinity siate that
ticR
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see his favorita corner. The
basin, most generally used as. &
bird bath, is sopported by two beautifml
women with upraised arms.

Jutting out from the front of the
Leonard block scross ths street iz ome
of the meat artistic balconlies in the dis-
trict. mnd it takes little imagination ta
picture a beautiful girl of long ago
thereon wistfully gazing at the busy
stir of the city and wondering which af
the men In sight was destined to be har
fulry knight This balcony should have
been a favoroed haunt for beauty for it
is cartainly a tasty and happy result of
architect's and bulider’s plans at pres-
ent, topped by vases and simple in it=
desnign, but wezll weathered, snd having
that mellow look of hale old age.

An along squandsr = few
thoughts on the architects and bullders
of long ago. Try to pleture their aston-
fshment If could return to Port-
ita wondertul prog-
rens had a fervid and pervading
falth In its future, but even tneir mogt
sanguine predictions could have nardly
imagined the great city of today. Port-
Iand's sons and daughters now resident
here came from all over the world =at-
tracted by wvarious iInducements, until
now of the horde of citizens exceeding-
ly few can trace connection with
the real old ploneer For all that they
are just as much Portlunders as anyons
and all coloxanl deht of gratituade
who, seréne in thalr
atlons for the Ross
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Gay Old Theater Changed.

Think that you come come here at 10
o'clock on a cool dusky evening of loag
ago. See the crowds coming from ths
archway of that bullding, Izsughing
merrily and dreazed In the helght of
fashion. They havs just been to seva
the premier performance of & famous
troupe of actors that arrived yestarday
on the steamer from Ban Frasitsss
playing in New Markst theater, built in
1872 Now, alas, it {8 a grimy petrol-
soaked EErage.

Gilsan's block at 43 First wstrest

iConcluded on Fage 1.)




