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DRIVE TO LAKE CHELAN A GREAT TOUR FOR THE MOTORIST

Forest Bervice Man Writes Entertainingly of Scenic Trip to Beautiful Washington Lake via Pacific, Sunset and Blewett Pass Highways.
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after leaving Cowlitz prairie
the road croases Jackson's prairie. Here
was bullt the first courthouse In the
ntata of Washington, a two-story lox
building on the Jackson donation claim,
whera General CGrant, than a llentenant
fresh from West Point, spent consid-
erable time locking out the country
for a milltary road.
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iz goinx on along thls section, especial-

rather rough in pluces and with a short
stretch of pavement through Teanino.
The Pacific highway between Olympia
and Tacoma sends a thrill of joy to the
motorist heart, for, with the excepticn
of a half-mile stretch at Nisquslly,
whera the Hudson's Bay company main-
tained =& stock farm in the early davws,

¥ on both sides of La Center and near
Martin's Bluff. This does not add much

jors of motoring. Suffice il t0l,;he rosdbed is paved and driving is very
t over much of this section feW |43y, Through the government reser-
orists exceed the legal rute of speed. [ L aeion of Camp Lew!s speed must be
rt of the roadbed Is bumpy and part|.aduced to comply with regulations 3¢

is merely rough, with occasionallins war department.

smoother sgtretches betwesn W L
- ing along this rough road the op- Try This One Sometime.
tic motorist tries to forget present Between Tacoma and Seattle the new
difficuities and travel mentally over the |.an 4 geveral miles west of the Pacific|
| excellent highway of the near future|pj-hway was taken. Thin iz a graveled
which will replace the preseat thor-|.. . a ame distanes out of Tacoms.
wughiare. tarning pavement a dozen or 8ol
Fir and Codar Fercits fles bafore r->.1s-':>:.,~.: *e: tle It is}
shorter than the Pa-|
North of Kalamai the roadbed be- : the two citles
comes somewhat bettar, with rough T lowns as welll
gections near Xeiso and between » =%
Castle Roek and Toledo, The route Dar settled over the world on
traverses severzl miles of wonderfullehls part of the trip. In attempting to
tir and cedar forests along the Cowlitz | light the tall lamp It wan discoversd

coastruction work river before crossing on thes old bridge

that-the clear lens had bLeen shattered

l——Wenntchee river and wvalley from Sunset highway.

pass bighway near Blewett.

avenue South, crossting dozeans of jerv-
tracks leading from Seattle factor-
fes on the tide flata Like other coast
iowns, Seaxttle |a full of transients, and
some difficulty wax experienced In
finding hotel room for the party, and
also a garage stall to houses Betsy, the
faithfu} Ford,

It is not necessary to entsr Seattle
in making the trip to Lake Chelan, as
the Pacific highway may be taken from
Tacoma to Henton, wheare connection is
mada with tha Sunzet highway for
North Bend. However. faw drivers care
to puss =0 close to the sound metropolls
without wisiting it and partaking to
some extent in the spirit of bustlie and
entarpriss of this typlecal western city.

Scattls may be left by saveral routes
lsading into ths Sunset bhighway. The
ana chosen carried the tourists north
through the besautiful campus of the
Univeralty of Washington and =long
the west shore of Lake Washington to
within one-hslf mile of Bothell, where
a road, turning sharply to the right, led
across the Squaek slough down the east
slde of the lake to Kirkland.

Smogualmie Valley HRich.

Kirkiand might nave boon reached by
ferry directly from Seattle, but this
would have prevented the travelers
from enjoying the beautiful scenery of
the road around the lanke.

On through Redmond to Falls City,
where the Snogqualmie river was crossed
on a beautiful low-arch concrete bridge,
to Snogqualmis Falls, where the party
stopped long enough to admire the
splendid cataract plunging 2648 feet into
the canyon below.

The lower Snoqualmle valley §»s a rich
dairying reglon, and cattle grazing In
the fieids seemed well content with
their surroundings. The highway con-
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2—0Opn Sunset highway near Snoqualmie pans. T—Here's the sum-
mit of Blewett pass, with “Hetsy,” faithful 1914 Ford of Alexander G. Jackson, foreat cxaminer, in foregrouand. 4—En-
trance to Denny cereek cnmp grounds, Snogualmie natioaal forest, om Sunaet highway. O—Near Gont mountain, a
seene charncteristic of wild and rocky shores of Lake Chelan. 6—In the yellow pine, Blewett pass highway, en routs |
Several miles of tickilsh road 1o be traversed.

by a small rock thrown up by the) tinnes through North Band and n.!onsl
heeals, ‘This necessitated temporary | the wsouth fork of the Snogqualmie,
| repair, which was made by Inserting | through siretches of virgin Iforest,
a plece of pusteboard cat from & candy | which should be preserved along the
box found along the roadside roadside for the beanefit of tourists, who
This road enters Seattle on First seldom have opportunity to see such

timber along main traveled highways
About ten miles out of North Bend the
highway enters the Snogualmis national
forest. following closely along the
course of the tumbling waters of the
south fork

Forest fires have left thelr scars on
the mountains in this region, The ex-
tenzive =mlopes of OGranite mountain,
near Rockdale, which formerly bors &
splendid stand of timber. have now =
desolate appearances, due to the ravages
of fire. Fractically all the government
land en this mountain has been re-
stocked with trees by the forest service
and will be green and attractive agaln
in & few yeoars if fire is kept cut

A lookout man etationed on the sum-
mit of the mountain keeps constant
watch aver the reglon during the fire
season and immediately Teports to the
ranger In the walley any suspiclous
smoke he discovers

Pleaty of Side Tripa.

At Denny cresk camp groonds the
tourists drove through a neat log arch
and stopped long encugh 1o sign their
names in the travelers' register, which
i» kept In an attractive booth con-
structed for the purpose. A good road
winds through the camp grounds, pass-
ing numercus camp sites fitted up by
the raogers for the free use of the
public. Cancrete stoyves and water
plped to wvarlous parts of the grounds
add to their conovenience, while a mod-
ern rest station is open for use. Thess
camp grounds are much used by tour-
int=

Eeveral forest service trails lead
from Denny creek camp grounds und
offer interesting side trips for tourists
who care 1o lsave their mschines and
penstrate further into the mountaine on
foot.

A hiking trip over Fratt river trall

leads the traveler by easy grades slong
the siopea of Granite mountain and
over the ridge between the south and
middle forks of the SEnoqualmie; thence
down the Pratt river valley to its junc-
tion with the middle fork, at the Haolf-
way House. his trall passes two
seriez of lakes, ons on each side of the
divide:; and trout fiahing Is said to be
excellent in Pratt river,

By a short side trip from this trafl
the tourist may climb to the summit
of Granlts mountaln, which is 6820 fest
high, and visit the fire lookout station,
with its Interesting equipment of fire
detection and weather bureau instru-
mentx;: for the Forest service co-opear-
ates with this bureau, making possible
the securing of weathser information st

varioos point: wheare otherwise a
weather observer would not bhe sta-
tioned

From the lookout station wonderful
mountain views open to the tourist in
all directions Mount Rainler dominantas

the iandscape to the south. and pumer-
ous lower peaks rise op all sides
y FHouse, the traveler taies

up

the the n to. thm
Junct with Snow 1. which
leads avar the s Into tne
south watershed own to the
camp unds, malkir ntorest ing
trip through 'a e e 0. Not far
from the Denany creell camp grounds on
lind leased from the Forast ssrvice, | is
located forewt | of ths Seuttle
Mounta Here these hurdy lovers

of the t fraquentiy asgtemble during
the colder months for enjoyment of
winter arte

The ¢ to Chalr peak from the
camp grou 8 offeras anothsr ip of
speclal ¢harm to lovers of the high

placos,

Poarhaps the most Basardous trall trip
from Denny creek leads the trayeler up
the highway to Laconia; then ‘by trafiy
up Commonwenlt croeok, punt Gove

{Concluded on Pege 4. Cplumy’ 2)




