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In th,warke of the'oll boom there have come salesmen and faker,
of every type and scheme and every
Ooeslble variety of game for Inducing the of

wealth part with their money are being worked

BT W. Zi.

Tex. Life lb it is lived
west Texas oil

a most Interesting
study of human nature right now. For-
tunes suddenly acquired have brought
luxury almost unsurpassed within the
reach of thousands of people who were
poor and, in some cases,

a little more than a year ago.
few of these favored

folks are going In for wild
Their habits of living for the

most part have changed but little. Al-
though there are scores of land owners
who were poor so far as being able to
realize in dollars and cents upon their
holdings before the oil boom and who
are now counting their money by ths
hundreds of thousands and even by the
millions of dollars, there are, besides
these, hundreds of other farmers scat-
tered central west Texas

ho have made comfortable fortunes
from the leasing of their properties.

One of the noticeable features of the
changed conditions that have come to
these men is that they are for the most
part content to remain In their own

although they have
enough money to live in affluence in
any part of the world. Very few of
them have expressed any intention of
doing even the smallest amount of
traveling. In many instances they are
erecting better residences upon their
farms or have moved into town and
built beautiful homes for their occu-
pancy. They are investing their money
in a variety of ways.

Prosperity.
It is significant, perhaps, that the

religious element of the people who
have been thus favored by the goddess
of fortune in central west Texas is of
the sound type. For this
reason it is not surprising that many
of the devout farmers who have reaped
big fortunes on account of the discov
ery of jil are giving tithes. In ths
matter of making church and charita-
ble donations these men are proving
their faith by their works. They re-
spond liberally to all legitimate de
mands that may be made upon them for

of this kind.
Naturally, the Ingoing of eo much

money to a territory 250 miles long by
100 miles wide has stimulated all lines

f trade and industry. One of the out
standing evidences of the prosperity of
the people is to be found in the enor
mous increase in bank deposits not only
In "the town adjacent to
the producing fields, but in ths mors
removed and larger cities,
Fort Worth, Dallas, Waco and Wichita
Falls. Little country basks that be
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fore the discovery of oil had deposits
of $50,000 to $75,000 now deposits
of $500,000 to $1,500,000 each. Never,
perhaps. In any part of the Ignited
States, not even excepting ths mining
camps of the west In the heyday of
their prosperity, was money mors plen-
tiful than in the thriving towns that
are being directly benefited by the oil

operations. Men talk In
figures of $50,000 to $100,000 as though

sums were mere bagatelles. Curb-
stone and hotel lobby transactions In-
volving hundrods of thousands of dol
lars are made daily.

town belt

show

these

Several cases are known where farm
ers who were not able two years ago
to borrow $100 from a bank have be
come stockholders in new financial In'
stltutions of that kind In their home
towns to the extent of perhaps $50,000,
and' In some Instances they have been
elected to positions of president or vice- -
president in these banks. It is also
noticeable that many of the farmers
are investing their
riches In ths purchase of additional
land. Some of them have bought farms
and ranchas in the more western part
of the state for their sons. Others
have gone In for fins livestock and are
carrying out the ambition that they
may have long cherished in the matter
of making their properties up to date
in all respects.

One of the first things that ths aver
age possessor of an oil fortune does is
to buy a high-pric- e er auto
mobile. This part of Texas is literally
overrun with cars of this type. They
speed along the country roads and on
through the crowded streets of the
towns all hours of the day. This is said
to be the best market for expensive
automobiles there Is in the United
States at this time. In the' wake of
the oil boom there have come salesman
and fakers of every type and descrip
tion. Stock-sellin- g schemes and every
possible variety of game for inducing
the men of wealth to
part with their money are now being
worked.

tlnd,

Some Budding
Although the people of Eastland re

gard this town as being destined to
become the great oil metropolis of the
producing territory on account of Its
central location, of this
kind are being made by Ranger. Des-demo-

and Do Leon, with possibly
other which are as yet

unknown in the industry
yet to hear from. The population of
all of these towns has Increased enor
mously. Rural settlements that were
mere villages before the discovery of
oil ve now teeming wUh. liXe, Zovn
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DOWN WHERE THE MILLIONAIRES BLOOM OVER NIGHT
Texas Farmers Who Couldnt Borrow Hundred Dollars Year So Ago Now Talk Terms of
Hundreds of Thousands Result of Oil Boom That Has Revived California and the Klondike Days
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bn of the fir) thing that the average poneuor of an ell fortune
doe le to buy a high-price- d er automobile. Texa
aid to b the best market for expensive motorcar there la In

the United States at thla time
lots that were worth $10 to $25 each are
now readily selling for $5000 to $15,000
each. Owners of properties of this
kind who never dreamed of becoming
wealthy are now well to do.

There are two men by the name of
Connellee who have made big fortunes
out of oil In the Eastland oil district.
C. U. Connslle owned a ranch near town
and has piled up a few million dollars
since the oil boom began. He Is now
spending part of the money In buying
thoroughbred trotting horses. He has
built a. private race track upon his
ranch, where he spends most of bis time
giving his horses exercise.

The other Connellee Is named Tom.
He was a passenger conductor on the
Texas & Pacific railroad that runs
through Eastland when ths call of for-
tune came to him. Some years ago be
purchased 320 acres of land, situated
Ave miles east of here. It Is classed by
geologists as the most valuable piece of
proved high-gra- de oil producing terri

PRAISE OF WINE WAS SUNG BY PERSIANS
IN EARLY DAYS OF ANCIENT CIVILIZATION

Despite Teaching Mohammed, Use Liquor All Drunkenness Seemed
Unusual Achievements.

Continued From Pass 8.)
although Its early

onnfineri to tb BODUUJ ana
consequently it could hardly have been
as common as ale and beer. Mead was
made from water and honey which was
fermented. It wa usually arun
horns of oxen, but some mead-hor- ns

have teen found which were fashioned
from ivory. The shape was conducive
to bard drinking as the horns could
not be put down until they were
emptied. One receipt for making mead,
as given by the Swedish writer. Olaus
Msgnus, commends a mixture of
part of honey to wur --- ---

which was well stirreo. d.skimmed. Hops were msn
casks and brew-

ers'
mixture was put

yeast put tn. After being stratne
it was said to ds rwj
in eipht days.

Scandinavian Ruler Choose
Drowning in Liquor.

Mil Feast
Ends LU Pleasantly.

Scandinavian ruler of the
ONE ages was so enthralled by alco-

holic drinks that he chose as the pleaa-ante- st

method of suicide drowning In
srreat tun of mead. The reproduc

of a centuries-ol- d drawing In ths
space above gives a artist's
conception of this aramanc nappum.

This monarch was King Hunding,
who sorely by the death
of bis brother-in-la- w. Ho felt so very
badly that he summoned all hla nobles
tn rreat feast in bis palace, in the
middle of the hall he bad built an
.nnI-mou- s cask which was filled with
mead. At the height of the banquet.
whn all the guests were or less
intoxicated, the king slipped from their
midst, threw himself Into the fermented
boney and water and died happily.

The German tribes of the middle ages
inside most of their important aeciaions

drinking bouts. "Drinking to ex
firm hold upon thecess soon gained a

whole nation, and took the form of
healths and toasts, of drinking for
wagers and pledging strangers and
wayfarers,' says one moaern autnonty,
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tory In ths United States. When oil
was discovered at Ranger, in the east-
ern part f the county, IS months ago
Tom leased his land to the
Magnolia Petroleum company for
nominal consideration and one-eigh- th

of the oil it should produce. 'The com
pany brought In a well with Initial pro-
duction of 8000 barrels a day, known
as the "big Tom Connellee," on this
land and is drilling six offsets to It.
Mr. Connellee did not sell any of his
royalties. Instead, he deeded a quarter
of them to his son and a quarter to his
daughter and retained a half for him
self. They could be cashed In for
$1,250,000 today. They bring an aver
age revenue of $30,000 per month now.
Mr. Connellee has quit bis lob as con
ductor for the Texas & Pacific He Is
taking life easy and traveling at his
leisure.

Ell Perkins was a young man of draft
age when the United States joined the
allies In ths war against Germany. He
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the eighth century. Charlemagne, al-
though credited with being the first
to plan a vineyard on the Rhine tried
diligently to reform the hard drinkers
among his subjects, rie aecreea tnsi
drunken witnesses should not appear In
court, that earls should not sit in Judg-
ment If Intoxicated, and that soldiers
who were drunk in camp should be re-

stricted to water as a beverage until
they had publicly admitted their guilt
and promised to do better tn the future.
The mere fact that these laws were is-
sued shows how deep rooted mutt have
become the taste for alcohoL

Apparently, however, the edicts of
Charlemagne did not have much effect,
for similar lawa were put into effect
In generation after generation after his
death. Charles IV even went so far as
to state that drunkenness was so tre-
mendously Increasing that it had made
the Germans, "whose manliness was so
famous in olden times, despised and
condemned of all foreign nations."

Several rulers of tne petty German
states founded temperance societies,
while others were formed by leaders
of the church or by prominent citlsens.
The members bound themselves to pay
fines for the relief of the poor for
gross Intoxication and swearing. Some-
times the guilty persons wsre compelled
to go to Jail, but It is characteristic of
medieval thought that such punish-
ments applied only to serfs. Gentlemen
always escaped with fines.

To counteract tbes organisations
there were many flourishing drink-clu- bs

that might be termed intemper-Wome- n

attended many of the drink-
ing feasts of the middle ages and they
were allowed to drink with the young
men present. Numerous writings of
the time warn them, however, against
youths whom they do not know who
cherished evil designs.

The cheapness of liquor probably
had much to do with the prevailing
drunkenness. Sometimes the casks
were worth mora than the wins they
contained.

Scores of witnesses might be cited to
prove the prevalence of drinking In
medieval Germany. But there would be
too great a sameness about them all.
Most of them agree with a clergyman
of the ninth century, who wrote that'feasting and drunkenness especially
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owned 80 acres ef poor land north of
Eastland which he leased to an oil com-
pany for 25 cents an acre before leav-n- g

Eastland to Join the navy. He la
somewhere on a warship now. Since his
departure his father sold for him a half
Interest in his royalties for $40,000. A
few days ago the lessee brought In a
well on the Perkins tract which la off-
set by three others that are standing
In oil on adjoining tracts. Ell's royal-
ties are worth $500,000 now. If a
gusher Is brought In anywhere within
hailing distance of his land he will
And himself a multimillionaire when be
obtains his discharge.

South of the Perkins tract R. L.
Hanks bought 80 acres on credit a few
years ago. He was not what is called
veil fixed. There Is no well on his
and. but he has sold the royalties on

Its potential production for $50,000 and
now drives a nne automobile.

Hefore the oil boom came Warren
Wagner was a struggling well driller.
He leased the schoolhouse lot at Mer-rirna- n.

seven miles east of Esatland.
He brought tn a well from nich he
has already sold $700,000 worth of oil
and has paid the school trustees $100.- -
000 in royalties, with tnis money ne
has bourht oil land In the Desdemonla
and oth'r fields, and established oil-
field supply depots and promoted oil
refineries at strategical points.

From Caakier to Capitalist.
Ths Merrlman Baptist church, a short'

distance from the school, has collected
$200,000 in royalties from a well drilled
on its lot. None of this money goes
to any member of the congregation,
which numbers 29. It all goes to Bap-
tist educational and charitable institu-
tions.

P. L. Wolfe, a young men born In
Van Zandt county, came to Eastland 18
months ago and obtained the position
of cashier of the City National bank.
He caught the oil fever and on a capi-
tal of about $300 began trading tn
leases. Finally, he got possession of
an re strip In the Tork survey en
which a 4000-barr- el producer was
brought In a few days ago and on
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gar people but the noble and powerful
of the land are given up to Both
sexes and all ages have mads intern
nerance into custom."
ance They bad Just as
strict rules as the others, but they ap

to those who failed to drink
much as was Judged meritorious. Tour

who mad million dollar
month

them.

plied

naments were held to see who could
drink the most. Hans Sachs, the be-
loved German poet of
described of these affairs in which
12 "beer heroes" managed to empty an
enormous tun in hours.

Character Judged by Length
of Fingers.

Researches ! FVearli Arssy Of fleer
Seem te Establish Fact.
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ers after truth. Captain d'Arpentigny,
a French army officer In the time of
Napoleon Bonaparte, became convinced
that the bony structure of the hands
and fingers waa in some mysterious
way connected with the spiritual nature
of man. With painstaking care he ex
amined many thousands of hands, clas'
sifying them, until the result of his
researches assumed the form of a vert- -
table science.

For instance, he found that Ion

tw.lv

times,

fingers indicate a mind which delights
in performing minute, delicate work
and revels in details, whereas short
lingers indicative of quite the op-
posite propensity. A person with very
short fingers, he found, has no patience
at with detail, but wants things
presented at once and In their en-
tirety. And. moreover, cares only
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2 0 0-- Saloon in Mexico City.
MEXICO CITT. El Heraldo Do Mex

ico in the course of a protest against
social conditions In the capital states
that there are now more than 2000 a

loons In the city with scores of others
operating In secret under Ul fula of
reairooina
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The ewner of this ieuse lived In a two-roo- m flat foryears until the oil- boom came. He hae been paid more thanfpr leasee on a place that he could not sell for, $)1E00
two yeara ago

which anothsr well Is being drilled. He
was made a millionaire over night,
when hla well waa drilled In.

Floyd Brewer waa a stock farmer
near Merriman when Eastland county
was proved to bs oil territory 1$ monthsago. There are ten wells on his place
now, and he is on of Eastland's

and has erected valuable
buildings in the town which bring high
rents.

Elisha Roper owned a E00-ac- re farm
In the Tork survey when the boom
came. He waa a good farmer and was
considered to be in good
according to pre-o- ll standards. Now
one of the big gushers bears his name
and he is In the millionaire class. He
owns the best of business and resi
dence properties In Eastland, bought
with oil money.

R. E. Sykes came to Eastland county
from Stephens county about 12 years
ago and taught country schools. After
a while he was elected to the office of
county of public

which he was holding when
the oil boom struck the country. He
traded a worn-o- ut worth
less than $300. for a lease on S20 acres
of land four and a half miles east of
Eastland, which he sold for 120 an acre.
With this for a taw he got Into the oil
game right, and has halt

million dollars and Is atlll going
strong.

H. P. Brelsford. who Is one of East
land's now. had more than
4000 acres on his hands when the oil
boom came, which he admits he would
have parted with at any time had he
been able to convince any one that It
was worth owning. About C00 acres of
this land was Inherited from his father,
who a horse ranch on thetract in lf8 north of the Eastlandtown site. The remainder was obtained
from clients who bad no cash and paid
for bis services as a lawyer tn land

"Now they call me a smart man be
cause I kept my land and it Is valuable
for the oil that it contains." be says.

Brelsford Is Investing his revenues
In Eastland property. A bank he found
ed nine years ago has increased Its cap
ital stock: eightfold snd broken ground
for a nine-sto- ry office building that
will cost tlS0,000. On part of his
father's old horse ranch he Is erecting
a 150.000 country clubhouse and laying
out golf links. On one side of thecountry club sits he is building a dam
across the north Leon river canyon to
form a lake that will hold,
gallons of water, or enough to supply
the needs of a city of 60.000
This dam Is half a mile long and SO

feet high. Water will flow from it by
gravity Into Eastland.

In addition. Brelsford has Invested
heavily In the stock of a north and
south railroad to give Eastland short
line connection with all the state's east
and west trunk lines and furnish trans
portatlon facilities for oil fields north
of Eastland that have a potential pro-
duction of 100.000 barrels a day. This
railroad is being financed with local
capital. Brelsford Is also heavily inter
sated In oil and other enter
prises or large that are
making big money in the

district.
If Frank D. Hogg, won owns a farm

of 1000 acres In the field.
Is thankful that oil has brought him
great wealth he has a poor way of
showing It, aome of his neighbors say.
Before the discovery of crude petroleum
was made on Joe Duke's farm, the ad-
joining country village, now known as

was called Hogg Town. It
was named In honor of Frank Hogg.
With the coming of
richea to the the citlsens
decided that the town should be glvea
a new name, so was chosen.
Hogg ts said to have no use for oil men.
He has such a distaste for the greasy
fluid itself thst he has never visited
an oil well, although there are seven
big producers upon his farm, with flv
other holes In process of drilling. He
cannot be Induced to talk, about oil. He
shies every time an oil man comes
within hailing distance. He did man
age to relax his prejudice long enough
to sign the lease contracts which are
the means of bringing him a fortune
of upward of with more
millions tn sight. Hogg Is going oa
about hla farming business as though
no chsnge had come to his material
station In life.

Joe Duke was a farmer when oil was
first brought In at and he
say he has no intention of
txi vocation, he has an in
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come of fieo.000 a year from producing
wells and is rated as worth more than

3. 000.000. He has bought a good spaa
of mules and puts in ten hours a dafhauling lumber and other material for
the well-drilli- outfits and his neigh-
bors, besides looking sfter his crops.

Virtually every church conrreBatioa
In the county has leased its church lot
for purposes. In some
Instances big sums were psld for these
leases and the churches which have
profited In this way are erecting new
and handsome edifices.

Long before the Duke gusher was
brought in. J. W. Carruth. a barber of
Hogg Town, was talking oil in season
and out of season. For several years
he had had a "hunch that crude pe-
troleum existed In paying quantities
beneath the surface of the lands
around the little, struggling, poverty-stricke- n

village. He was known then
and is still called "Shorty the Barber."
He proved his faith by leasing 5000
seres of land around town and organ
ising the Hogg Creek Oil company. He
paid virtually nothing for the leasee.
The farmers thought It a good joke
that "Shorty the Barber" believed there
was oil beneath their lands. This com
pany was formed some time before the
oi' strike. The company has subleased
Its lands for enormous sums and Car-
ruth is well up in the millionaire class.

Keeping Within the Law.
In the old days Hogg Town's most

notable citlsens were "Shorty the Bar-
ber." a one-arm- ed school teacher named
Li L. Steele and a former rural peda-
gogue named Dan Powers. Wiley Pow-
ers, brother of Dan. also lived at Hogg
Town. Wiley waa a wagon driver or
teamster in the old days. With the
coming of oil Dan and Wiley Powers
formed a partnership and are. now pil-
ing up a fortune at the rate'of about
IS00 a day. Steele, who used to loaf
around the barber shop in his spare
time, is getting well along toward a
millionaire.

J. H. Rushing, a deputy sheriff, who
has lived in this county tor 31 years,
has found time to dabble In oil. along
with his duties as peace officer. At
the time the oil excitement began he
was the owner of 200 acres of land
sttusted In what has since proved to
be the producing field. He had never
considered this land to be of any value,
and it was more of a burden to hint
than a source of income. As a result
of the oil discovery, however, he found
himself suddenly on the road to grest
wealth. It took but little of his time
to sign lease contracts with several of
the larger companies, snd the drilling
of wells was toon under way. Not-
withstanding the riches that have come
to him. he devotes his time strictly to
the enforcement of the law. He gives
special attention to violations of the
liquor traffic In his bailiwick boot-
leggers find it very difficult to do busi-
ness.

In this connection it maybe men-
tioned, that, notwithstanding the grest
influx of visitors to the different oil
fields of Central West Texas and the
motley type of men that go to make
up the transient and ever-lncreasi-

population, bootlegging Is kept down
to a minimum. While it Is admitted by
peace officers that considerable quart-tiu- es

of whisky are brought Into the
town, these violations are not numer-
ous enough to cause any drunkenness.

It Is certain that there are no secret
dives or drinking establishments In any
of the towns. Neither is gambling per-
mitted. There is a demand, however,
on the part of the ener-geti- o

newcomers for certain forms of
entertainment, and this demand is being
met with lo the fullest extent that the
laws will permit. In all of the throb-
bing, growing boom towns nightly
public exhibitions of boxing and wres-
tling are given. These athletic affairs
are conducted In an orderly manner
and are witnessed by great crowds of
all sorts and conditions of men. from
the driller and helper In the oil fields
to the wealthy banker from the north
or east who may be here for the pur
pose of making investments. Recently a
movement was started at Desdemonia
to have a nightly danotng entertain-
ment. Local authorities. however,
would rot consent to this form of
amusement until the opinion of the atto-

rney-general of Texas had been ob-
tained as to whether It would be In
violation of the law. This opinion was
given In due time end was to the effect
tltat the law only applied to trsvelmg
dancing troops which gave more than
a o&s-nis- ht performance iu.a town.


