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Despite Teachings by_Mohammed, Use of Liquor by All Classes Prevailed and Drunkenness Seemed to Inspire Unusual Achievements.

PRAISE OF WINE SUNG BY PERSIANS IN

EARLIEST DAYS
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N tracing the history of mienhol in
I countries of Aaia, one finds that a

craving for aleoholic drinks was
everywheare established in the most re-
mote periods, The art of wine making
in Persia, for example, 19 so far lost In
antigulty that some ancient writers af-
firm that wine was first made
Perzin

The feasts of Cyrua Darius and oth-
er kings of the anclent Perslans were
farned for- thelr luxury and extrava-
Eunos Wine was alwnys in great evi-
dence at thess banquets and drunken-
ness was not et all uncomumon.

Yet, If we can belisve some anclent
writers, Intoxicating drinks had a curd-
ous =ffect wpon the Persians of long
ago. Herodotus, who visited Persia in
the TIfth century B C.. says that the
Peopia thers invariably bhrought on
wine when fhey aad anything tmpor-
tunt to dMacusas, and he says that the
more wWine they dmnk ths more wiss
and acuts bocsme their decisions. This
doon not harmonize very well with what
wea know of the judgment of thopa who
fdrink deen, and yet Strabo. four cen-
turiea Inter, affirmead that "thelr coun-
vels and deoress were firmer {f made
at that time than when sober.”

WIith the converalon of Persia to
Mrhammedarndsm the enfoyment of wine
andarwent a seeaming eclipse, but it
wan nnver complets, Despite the teach-
ing= Mohammed, ths first prohibl-
tinni=t who accomplished great
resuite, the Peralans never gave up
entirely thelr desire for alcoholic -
anors For some time they ceased to
manufacture wine, allowing this to he
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Japanese Alecoholic Dripk
Acquired, Not Invented.

Coreans, Using Chinese Beverage of
Suke, Pass Along Rovipe for Man-
nfactare.
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Although it is not probable that the
Japanese inveanted sake, they have a
legend that ascribes it as a gift of the
gods, According to this alory, one of
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The ialand of Formosa, which be-

longs to Japan, is lnhabited by several
savagoe
day have beén but =lightly affecled by
oivilizution
ward people In discovering ways to get
intoxionied

tribes, and many of them Lo-

The ingenulity of back-
was illustrated here when
first white explorers went iniand
mountainous district they found
people who called themselves Vo-
nums. and In all thelr ways they ap-
poeared to be as primitive as any savage
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The Vonums were, however, n
pitable if savage tribe, and théy
comed their guests with a liguor
was unquestionably intaxicating This |
surprised the visitors, and they man-
aged to make known their deaire to|
sea how it was made The Vonams nt
once begnn to chew brulsed rice and
millet., each taking a tiny bhit at a time
As each chewer [inished masticating
his marsel, he spat It into an earthen
jar It farmented guickly, water was
addad, and the drink was mnade

Another Formosan tribe, the Pepos,
weroe not in sgch a hurry They pPar-
tinlly boiled rice and then put into
a vessel. Upon the boiled rice, which
occcupled about two-thirds of the recep-
tacles, water was slowly pourad untll
the vessal was full. Then it was sealed
asirtight and buried six or seven feel
underground. It was left there for a
year and then the liguor wus presasd
from the rice with the hands, In a
week the fermentation was over and

| think

a liguor about as strong as wine was
procured.

Liquor Sacrifices Offered to
Gods in India.

Danger of Induigence In Hot Oll-
mnte Copses Falling OFff in Drunk-
eaness,

Tiii". prevalence of drinking in India
goes bhack to as remote a period as
it dosan In China. During the reign of
King Ajatnsatru of Maghada, who lived
in the fifth ceantury B C. and whone
midnight pllgrimage to visit & maiden
whom be loved, is depicted in the paint-
ig above, the eraving for aleohol waa
80 wWidespread that it was already a
Vice,
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the Rig-Veds runs a
stant stream of wide. The great god
Indra. most beloved by mortals of all
the pagan delities, evidently oad an in-
=atiahle thirs: re Rig-Veda con-
=stantly warns believars in India to pour
out generous sacrifices of intoxicating
fiq him

. callad soma ssems to have
been Iy a's favorita beverage. When-
ever he fo ght against the forces of
avil he prepared himeelf for combat by
getting into a condition that would
be described as gibriously drusk If he
had been s mortal And whenever he
was most intoxicated then were his
feats mosat wondarfal In ome hymn
aach stanza concludes with the lines,
~In the intoxication of soma msee what
Indra has done.” Ho la praised for be-
ing so0 intexicated that he could hard-
stumblé along. ane once he = =ald
to have drunk so maca soma that he
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Somue, the drink of the gods and re-
stricted to the priests and the waalthy
among mortals, was made from the
julce of a creeping plant, which was
diluted with water, mixed with malt
und warm milk and then allowed to
farment.

The poorer classes drank A stronger
Iiquor which was called sura This
was manufactured from a tall grass,
but contained other ingredients—waler,
mualted butier, curds and barley.
At & lator period it seems to have bean
made from rice, barley., black pepper,
lemon Julee, Einger and hot water,
whileh does not Impress one as & oool-
ing drink for such & hot climats as
that which prevalls in India. Numer-
ous other Intoxicating drinks were
known to India 2000 years ago, made
from dates, honsy, sugar, rice and a
variety of palm.

Today the people of India as = rule
mizht be considersd vary
The upper and middle ciisses drink
little If at all and they rank high for
sobristy among all peoplea of the
world. The lowsr classes lndulge more
and the drinkers among them Are eape-
cially fond of arrack mnds from rice.
The English soldiers and officiala in
formerly drank heavily and in
consequence proved quick victima to
opidemica o. cholara Todny, however,
the danger of Indulging In hard
liguore in a het climate has hean 6o
well impressed upon thelr minds that
drunkenness s much less ln evidence

Wine Used by Samaritan in
Cleansing Wounds.

within him aa

Instances af Early Use of Alcoholle
Beverage Found in New Tewta-
ment.

N the New Testament, as in the Ol4,

there ia frequent mention of wine.
One of the most familiar of theas in-
stances is found In tha parable of ths
Good Samaritan, althougt the wine
spoken of there was not used for
drink. The Good Samaritan, sccording

to tha book of St Luke, took compas-
shon upen the man who had bean reb-
bed “and bound up his wounds, pour-
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The Greekx word “oinosn™ which is
transiated as “wine” in the New Testa-
ment, occurs 36 timea Some commen-
tators have maintained that it means
unfarmented grape juice and not in-
toxicating wine, but this cannot be an
invariable rule. It has besn pointed
out, for sxampls, that in this story of
the Good Bamaritan alesholle wine
would have an antiseptic valoe in treat-
ing wonnds, but grape juice would be
quite useless. And It would alsc have
been difficult for tne venelactor. in
those daya when ligquida ware carried
about ia skins, to have had unfer-
mented grape juice with him whan he
chanced upon the woanded man at some
diatancs from the nearest inn.

In the first epistle of Timothy St
Paul declares that dascons must be
“not given to much wine.” Heare the
word “cinos™ alse must refer, It would
ssam, to an alosholic haverage, as It
would not be very likely that St Faul

is an old one and
ancient Helbrew

in
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would warn deacons agsinst drinking
too much grapes Julee And whesn BL
Paul writas “It i= mood neither to sat
fleah, nor to drink wine,” it alse seems
probable that ke mist
an slcoholic drink Yet
word, “olnos™ which is translated =as
“wine” Iin the passage of advice to
Timeothy. “Drink no longer watar, but
use a little wine for thy stomach’s
sake and thin often Infirmitiea”

Much bas oecn wrilten about Lhe
conversion of water nto wine at the
marriage feast In Cana of Gallles, and
there will always be a sharp diversion
of opinjien about this St John uses
hare the same word “oines™ that is
usually rendersd as “ sine’ ‘in transia-
tiona. 1t has been sturdily maintained
that the water in the six water pots of
stone which Uhrist changed Into same-
thing «lse becams 1in reallty sanler-
mented grapa juice.

Others have insisted that the water
was transformed into an alcoholic
drink. basing their contentrmon upon the
remark of the rualar of the feast, who
sald to the bridegroom: "Every man at
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