
PROBLEM OF STOLEN

AUTOS IS HARD ONE

Amazing Total of Car Thefts
in 18 Cities.

MANY NEVER RECOVERED

Portland Stands Twelff b in XJst

With Total of 1088 Cars
fetolen Last Tear.

Tn 18 western and midwest era cities
2.273 cars were stolen in 1918, accordi-

ng- to the business league of several
motor car underwriting stock insurance
companies. Detroit heads the list, with
2637 cars stolen; Chicago second, with
2611, and St. Louis third, with 2241.

Kansas .City led in the list of total
percentages of stolen cars unrecovered,
46 per cent. St. Louis was second, 40
per cent of its stolen cars being- lost ab-
solutely. The tabulation follows:
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As a result the National Automobile
Dealers' association directors have ap-
pointed a committee to confer with
manufacturers to arrange a plan for
better identification of motor cars by
& more complete numbering of the com-
ponent parts of motor cars. Usually the
engine number is all the owner knows
by which to identify his car, and thieves
chisel this off. The dealers believe that
if several of the component parts of a
car were numbered and records thereof
kept by the manufacturers, by the deal-
ers or by the owners, the work of iden-
tification would be greatly simplified.

Flans for the development of a na-
tionwide bureau of registration, to fa-
cilitate recovery of stolen cars, are be-
ing considered by the association. The
association also recommends that deal-
ers pay greater attention to the prose-
cution of motor car thieves whenever
arrests are made.

Five years is the "list price in St.
Louis for motor car thefts. Until sev-
eral months ago it was almost impos-
sible to obtain a conviction. But deal-
ers have become interested in such
prosecutions. One year was the term in
the first conviction. This was followed
by letters to the prosecuting tttorney,
commending his office for the diligence
shown. The next sentence was two
years. Then came more letters of com-
mendation, and the next conviction was
lor five years, which is the rule.

OREGON XOW IIAS 80,000 AUTOS

Law Itcqnirinjr Licenses in State
Kn acted in 1905.

SALEM, Or., July 19. (Special.) Al-
though the records of the secretary of
state place the total registrations of
automobiles in Oregon at 1 2,848, it is
the belief of officials that there are
now in the state approximately 80,000
cars. This is based on the assumption
that several thousand autos have been
registered since the last report of
regitrations was completed on June 30,
IS 19.

Motorcycles registered tip until June
30 totaled 3100; chauffeurs, 2386;
motor vehicle dealers, 516, and fees re-
ceived 9542,840. Chauffeurs were not
required to register prior to 1911 and
the first law making it incuanbent upon
dealers to register became effective in
1914. The law requiring the licensing
of motor vehicles was enacted in 1905,
nearly five years after automobiles had
become a source of conveyance in the
Ctate.

The first five automobile licenses
granted in Oregon, bearing date of May
19, 1905, were issued to H. V. Thompson

f Kugene; rr. W. B. Moore of Salem;
tieorge II. Graves of Salem, and two
to J. D, Matlock of Eugene.

COOS RANCHERS WANT ROAD

farmers Agitating Means of Travel
Other Than River.

MARSH FIELD, Or., July 19. (Spe-
cial.) Ranchers of North and South
Coos river are again agitating the con-
struction of a highway to permit them
entrance to Coos Bay by land, as well
as by water. There are no roads con-
necting the fine dairying district on
the rivers with the outside world and
all traffic is done by launches and
Steamboats.

The ranchers propose to petition thecounty court for a water level highway
from Daniels creek, on South Coos
river, 'to Eastside, and from the Con-iro- n

place on North Coos river, to the
forks which are seven miles from
Marshfield, there to join the roads by a
bridge.

The entire distance over which thepetition will ask for a highway is ap-
proximately 14 miles.

XICGHSON' BRANCH TO PICNIC

Oswego Lake Destination for Outing
This Sunday.

Enfrloyes of the Portland branch of
the William L. Hughson company and
their families will accompany Del
Wright, manager of the branch, to Os-we-

lake today on their annual picnic
and outing. They will have a picnic
lunch there, ice cream, watermelon
and the like, and will put on a pro-
gramme of games and athletic contests.
They will leave Portland at 8 o'clock
this morning in cars and return late
in the afternoon.

BRANCH TAKES MORE ROOM

Del Wright Has to Lease Additional
Quarters.

Though the William L. Hughson
branrh in Portland covers a wholequarter block at Broadway and Davis
Ktreet. with two floors, it hasn't room
enough. Manager Del Wright has closed
leases for 40 feet more frontage next
adjoining the branch in Davis street.
His parts department on August 1 willoccupy the stores at 325-32- 7 Davis, now
occupied by the Pthl Transfer company
and the Ahiberg Bearings company.

REST STATIONS ARE URGED

Motor Association Concerned &s to
Motor its Comfort.

A ramnairn is ahniit (a K a in nnk
by officers of the Oregon tate Motor
association for establishment of rest
stations along the main highways ofinp si ate.

Directors of the association will urge
the state hichwav rAinm imin t
O it ire small parcels of land adjoining
tne nignways. iney contend that now

is the proper time to buy Bites for the
proposed rest stations, inasmuch as the
engineers who are busy laying out new
roads have excellent opportunities to
select suitable locations. They urge
that the surveys could be made at the
same time the new grades and cutoffs
are staked out and data as to rights of

ay acquired.
Motorists will watch with Interest

the association's campaign in their be
half.

EUROPE CLAMORS FOR AUTOS

Demand There Can Hardly Be filled
in Next Five Years.

American automobile manufacturers
are In the predicament of having a
home demand that pl&oes them months
behind in their orders at Just the time
when foreign business is insistently of-
fering. The time was never so favor
able for securing foreign markets as
now and naturally they are all keenly
interested and for the future success
and reputation of American cars abroad
much depends upon the way in which
the present situation is met.

The South American and far eastern
fields are developing and exports to
those countries very rapidly Increas-
ing, but their peoples are less well
educated to the advantages of motor
transportation and their roads as yet
far from adequate for extensive use
of motor cars. Europe on the other
hand appreciates more than ever since

BACK FROM THE WAVY TO HIS
OLD JOB.

E , ,.A .

Robrr S. Hnsbson.
They called him "that west

coast chief in the navy when
they couldn't think of his name,
lie is Rober S. Hughson, chief
machinist's mate, who has just
returned to his old Job as mana-
ger of the service department
for the Oregon Motor Car com-
pany after a year and a half In
the navy. Iurinjar his period of
service he served as instructor
in airplane motors at Columbia
university and also at the Great
Lakes station.

the war, the utility and even indis-pensabili- ty

of automobiles and is
abundantly prepared with suitable
highways. Further, the European
manufacturers, as pointed out by C. C
Hanch, secretary of the National Auto
mobile Chamber of Commerce, in a re
cent report covering: his trip of lnvesti
gration to the allied countries, cannot
supply the demand there existing for
cars, for five years to come.

The people are clamoring for cars
and paying exorbitant prices for used
cars. The pressure they are bringing
to bear on their governments to admit
American cars is having its effect.
France has recently removed its re
strictions against the importation of
cars and England promises a recon
sideration of the question September
1, when it is hoped that the prohibi
tions there may also be removed.

President Clifton of the National
Automobile Chamber of Commerce has
appointed George M. Graham (Pierce
Arrow Motor Car company), a member
of the highways committee, of which
Roy O. Chapin is chairman.

"Buy now, but buy wisely, Is the
slogan urged by the United States de
partment of labor to get business go
ing as it was before we entered the
war.

FERRY XOW FROM Jf AHCOTTA

Autos Can Cross Willapa Bay Xoh
on Ocean Beach Highway Route.
SOUTH BEND, Wash., July 10. (To

the Automobile Editor.) It might be
of Interest to some of your readers to
know that Pacific county. Washington,
has established a ferry service during
the summer months between Namah, on
the Ocean Beach highway (formerly
National Park highway), and Nahcotta,
so automobiles may run entirely
through to the beach. This office willgladly furnish schedule cards and anv
other information desired to anyone
who may be interested in this delight- -
rui trip. very truly yours,

OREX C. WILSON.
County Auditor.

Storage batteries should be exam-
ined every 15 days and distilled water
added. This applies also to ca t laidup for the winter and the Wttery
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ANNOUNCEMENT
It is with distinct pleasure and pride that we announce we
have secured the franchise to sell Canton and Blackstone
Tires in this community.
Most of us are alike in the respect of wanting the best that money can buy without
paying any more than the assurance is worth; we advocate it; we admire that class
because we do that very thing in this business :
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Cord Tires

Those who have used them buy them
again; that's because their merit has
been proven. Sometimes the initial cost
is seemingly a little more than other
tires, but then they say that the unusual
wear and service that they give makes
them easily the cheapest tire in the end.
That's our reason for handling Canton
and Blackstone tires ; there are many, as

should be charged at least once a
month, otherwise the plates will buckle
and an be made necessary.
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HOWELL-SWIF- T TIRE PACIFIC TIRE & RUBBER
445 St., and Phone Broadway 290

Satisfaction

overhauling
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AUTO ELECTRIC
EQUIPMENT CO.

Allen Bros.

BROADWAY AND FLANDERS
Phone Broadway 1073

Now home, Broadway
and Flanders. give
service Prestolite
storage batteries. give
free battery service modern
way.

Formerly Located and Burnside
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S I M P LEX
Windshield Wings

MADE FOR EVERY CAR

Easily installed movable directions
adjustable

Prevents draughts (
Adds to comfort g
Keep wind and rain out jj
Insures ventilation

careful substitutes before buying,
that buy Simplex Wings.

Simplex Wings Co.
Broadway

Opp. Benson Phone Broadway 2994
fiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiw
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know, but are everlastingly after
quality best that money can buy.
When say Canton and Blackstone
Tires speak our know
what they are just what they will do

know thoroughly and without dis-
pute.
Both Canton and Tires are
fully guaranteed.

CO. and CO.
Stark Bet. 12th 13th.

OUR POLICY
100 Quality 100 Service 100

Willard

wing

Make

1
Hotel

you
the

Grease Cups Are
Obsolete!

They're ten years behind the times in com-
parison with the car you are driving. Sooner
or later you will have us equip your car with
the modern

ALEMITE
SYSTEM

which abolishes grease cups and all the hard,
dirty work connected with that old unsatisfac-
tory greasing method, making it possible for
you to grease your car in from 15 to 20 min-
utes. Don't delay, but call and let us demon-
strate, or phone Broadway 3500 and 'ask to
have our representative call and explain fully.

Alemite Lubricator Co.
of the Northwest

432 Alder Thone Bdwy. 3500
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