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CLASSIC WRITERS EXALT GRAPE BUT TELL OF O

RGIES

Wine Well Known to the Heroes Who Fougﬁt Under the Walls of Troy, and Long Before the Time of Chares Dru;kenness Was Not Uncommon in Greece.
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THE PROFLIGACY OF CHARES, THE TUMULTUOUS ATHENTIAN GENERAL, WHOSE DRINKING BOUTS SHOCKED THE GRAVER
CITIZENS OF ATHENS, BUT MADE HIM MORE POPULAR WITH THE MASSES.

A GREEK SYMPOSITUM, FOLLOWING THE LAST MEAL OF THE DAY, WHEN DINNER TABLES WERE REMOVED AND REPLACED

WITH STANDS BEARING CLUPS AND BOWLS,
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Alciblades were credited with Dbeing|tbose present look turas in speaking.

BA ROMAN VINTAGE FESTIVAL, FROM THE PAINTING BY ALMA TADEMA. DURING
THIS WAS A GRAVE AND BEAUTIFUL CEREMOXY, BUT BATER IT BECAME A RIOTOUS DEBAUCH.

Even at these gatherings a great deal
of wine was poured down thirsty
throats, but as the favorite drink ap-
pears to have been two parts of wine
five parts of water, it took
longer for intoxjcation to set in.
Plato describies one of thess symposia

at great langth, and he tells us that
avan at this assemblage of philosophers
thers was much drunkennesa At ths

end of the party, which had lastad all
ny of the guests had de-
1d most of the rest had fallen
ver thelr wine. Tnly Socrates,
ans snd Agathon remained
ursing. Finally A tophanes nod-
and was soon asleep, Agathon soon
lowed hiz exampl And then Soc-
rates, as [reah as though he had been
sleaping Instead of drinking all night,
walked out of the house, went to the

night, m

bath and spent the day in his usual
manmner,
‘The usual! symposiom was probably

and | much more of a debauch than thix one

that Flato tells wdbout. There was a
good deal of singing and music, which
was orderly =t first. but which became

i vary disorderly as the wina went to

the heads of the guests. The Gresks
seem Lo have been fond of pluying a
great many trivial games at thess par-
tlex. At x Iste hour of a symposium an
admirer of Greak ctlture who looked
in upon one of these gatherings would
probably have récelved a rude 'shock.
He would have =een a number of able-
looking men lolling upon couches In
various stages of intoxication. A few
of them might ba discussing learnedly
and some might be playing games of

skill. But most of those present would
probably bs seen chesring the feebls
jokes of professional entertainers or

trying to upset nutshells floating in
water by throwing upon them drops of
wine. »

Sometimes the guests at one of these
armposia would form a proesssion and
march through the strests, singing and
dancing with the giris who furnished
the music, playiag all sorts of nolsy

THE

practical jokes and often getting into
fichts with reputabls eitizens

Alexander the Great Is Noto-
rious Drinker.

LEXANDER THE GREAT was a

EARLY PERIODS OF

THE EMPIRE

THAIS SUGGESTING TO ALEXANDER THE GREAT THE BURNING OF THE PALACE AT PERSEPOLIS. ACCORDING TO PLUTARCH,
ALEXANDER FELL 1IN EAGERLY WITH THE PROPOSAL AND, B EARING A TORCH, LED REVELERS IN SETTING FIRES,

in Greece the festivals wero
joyous gatherings, almost un
dissipations. Slowly at first t
as Rome Egained in power
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The Romans, howeavar,
became gdepts In dist
twean warious kinds of wine.
demanded sge in their winss and w
willing to pay high prices for products
of favored places,

Wine was spparently known in Italy

beforsa Rome was founded, as th

[ﬂxunder’o life.
| cotoriously wunhealthy, the conqueror|
|drank freely at a feast held in the lL‘A}"-|

me. But lnstead of going to bed he
ed up 3ll nizht and drank steadily
til dawn. He srit the next day

un
sleeping off his drunkenness, but that|

night he again spent in heavy drink-

.y |InE. It is not remarkable that, with|

glaring example of the hard @rink-|he germsa of fever gmiready In his

ing that Had becoms so widespread in| blood, he hardiy ross again from his
the days of the decadence of ancient Cﬂiilh- s " 5 a3

S . : Athens and all tha other/| n consldering the influence of alco-|

Gobaom e ims A O tiad to/|BOL 2P0 tory, this last debauch of|

roud little states were e . | Alsxander's vy bs regardsd as one|

vield submission to tha -\v-“'e‘i‘-’“m"-frhnr, had tremendous resuits. He was

Tradition eredits Ajaxander with being|only 32 years of sge when he died. He

ing an enor-|had a sound constitntion and he had|

ablo to finish at one s=ijtt
mous cup of wine that held no less th
a gallon and & half. After one of the e |
feats it is galid that he complained of |
not feeling wall, which seems a rather
naive remark

Alexander did not, despite the preva-
lence of hard drinking in Greece, ac-
quire his taste for alecochol In Europe.
Whila there bhe was noted for temper-
ance botlf In eating and drinking. In
the intervals bétween hls Asiatic con-|
quests, however, he yielded mors and{
to ths temptation of the wWwine
It was on one of these occaslons|
his stsunchest fol-

more
cup.
that he slew Clitus,
lower,

The two most famous of thess esca-
pades culminated in the burning of the|
palace at Persepolis and in the con-
queror’s death. The first of these fur-
nished the subject for the palnter who
Plotarch

depicted the scene above
says that Alexander and his warriors

had been drinking deeply when one of |
the giris present, & Greek named Thais.
suggested that he revenge himself
upon the anclisnt enemiss of Attica by
burning the Perslan palace at Perse-
polis. Alexander Tell in eagerly with
the propos=al and. with his hesd bound
with flowers and beiring a lishted
torch., he led the band of revellers, who
set fires in the corridors of the mag-
nificent structure. All the ravelers
were in various stazes of intoxication.

steeled his body by his numerous hard|
mpaeligne. It seems more than prob-|
able that h ght have récoversd from
the fever if he had not indulged in this |
protracted orgy.

With his indomitabls energy and his |
lust for conguest It is not likaly that
he wounld long have remained content
with peace. But there was no formid-
able é&r ay left Bim In Asla, and only
Eom=a in Europe had €trength enough
to attract him. Hed he lived he must |
almost inevitably have warred against
the growing power by the Tibur. Most
historians believe that Rome at that
period +hind not become strong enough
to have withstood him and that had
Alsxander lived, no distinctive Roman
civilization would have arisen., What
might have happened i(n that event Is
something too big for speculation, but
it would have been something that
would have affected the destinies of sl-
most everyone llving today. The whole
coursa of human history would have
been wrested away from the path that
has followead.
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Ancient Romans Worship,
the God of Wine.
U:\‘DBR the name of Bacchus tha

ancient Romans worshiped the

god of wine very much aa the Greseks
bad pravicusly dome. At first, just a=

The drinking hablits of the z2ge 'are
well (llustrated in ths last days of M-J
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| that Roman citizens of his day

mantion of & king of Etruris,

about the same imes as th
slegs of Troy, who demanded as his

prica for aiding one tribe againsat an-
othar all the wine that thers was In
Latium. In the very earllest period of
Rome thers is evidence that the people
had already recognized thst alcohol
might be an evil, for women wers for=-
bidden to drink it. While Romulus wi
king It Is related that a husba
brought bafore him charged w
murder of his wife Ths ace
forth as his*defense that his
been drinking wine, and thi
parently regarded as suf §
tion, a8 he was acquitted

Many Fencrations later the sams law
waz in effeot. But the women of Iic
had managed to aequlre a ta
what was forbldden, sand Cato

their wives and thelr women r
not 80 much {rom nffection but to de-
tect whether they had besn drinking

| wine in secret.

A compiler of annals In the third cen-
tury B. O. says thst one Homan Jady
was deliberately starved o desath by
har family becauss she opened a purse
to get the keys to the wine czllar. More
lenience was shown by a judge who
decrsed that another Roman matron
had drunk more wine than wie good
for her, but hs merely condemned her
to lose her dowry.

It la evidant that for a good
ecenturisa there was little real
of alecohol In anclent Rome. But when
the tide turned it turned with over-
whelming speed and force Drunken-
ness and Its attendant evils became 0
common that they almost ceased to
attiract attention. For many genera-
tions wine had baen scaree, but by the
first century B. C, it flowed almont as
fraely as water. One wealthy eltizen
1eft 10,000 casks of it to kis helr, each
cask contalning 30 gailons. Its use led
1o extravagance so unbounded that Ap-
jelun, who has spant $3,600,000 in in-
vanting rare and costly dishes com-
mitted suiclde when he balanced him
accounts and found he had but §350.000
jeft. He could not see how It was pos-
sible to live on such a plttance, al-
though' $260,000 then represenled very
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A DEDICATION TO BACCHUS AT ROME, A l-'B!!T‘IV".\L TO WHICH ONLY WOMEN WERE ADMITTED AT FIRST, ALTHOUGH 1IN
TIME MEN TOOK PART, AND THE CELEBRATION EVENTUALLY BECAME A TIME FOR UNRESTRAINED OHGIES.
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Degeneracy of Romans Due
' to Drunkenness.
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This is a great contrast to ths later
s, when Rome was begioning to
unmistakable aigna of degen-
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The hardest drinkers of our colonial
days shrink to paleness when contrasis

ata sll sorts of hizhly
i an <nor-
mous thirst. Some of them even swal-
lowed powdered pumice, or large quan-
tities of sait, ao fearful were the¥y
that they would otherwise fall to drink
all ths wrine they wanted,

But the most astounding of their
habits was that of teking a doss of
hamlock bhefore they started a drink-
qE bout. Hemlock Is a slow
but the wines of the anclent
wara sufficlent antidote to it If they
wers taken In excessive amounts. Bo
guesta at & proapective banguet delib-

Th

sepaoned dishes to stimula

cudence.

poison,
Romans

erately polsoned themsalveas to make It
ecertain, that they would not shrink
from drinking even whan thay had
had more than enough.

The wealthy had grant callars fliled
with wine, but this was of coursa, be-

vond the powera of the poor., The
stats, however, established for thelr
(Concluded oo Fage T
r.



