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Spinster City? Never, for Here 's the Story
That Proves She's Primping Like a June Bride

BY DE WITT HARM.
AINT enough to constitute a lake,
flowers enough to run a riot of col-

ors over a township, shrubbery
enough to embellish a wide-spreadi-

farm, grass sufficient to carpet many
miles of coontryslde all manner of
trimming's and embellishments have this
season been lavishly distributed over
tha face of the Hose City in the biggest
crusade of "primping" tha city has ever
experienced.

The wonder of the matter is that it is
spontaneous and by many unnoticed,
yet even the most casual investigation
wilt serve to show this embellishmen
in progress throughout the city" to an
extent unparalleled in Portland's his
tory. There are neighborhoods where
practically every house has been or is
being given a new dress of paint. Ac
companying embellishments are being
made at the same time:

Property owners everywhere have
stepped into the swing of the improve
ment wave without being urged. It is
Just a reaction from the past few years,
and, without realizing it, a city beauti
ful campaign has been initiated that is
surprising in its magnitude. So much
so no one seems able to gauge the pos
sibilities or ultimate development of
the movement.

War. scarcity of labor, prices.
and other too important considerations
caused Rose City residents to temporar
ily neglect their civic duties as to car
ng for their own property in the face
f tha tremendous national crisis that

we nave lust passed tnrougn. isow
comes the reaction.

Miss Portland is waking up and look
ing around hr'rnnlf tnnihiii thnit frhr
should have relaxed into such slothful
ways after being so well trained by
nature In making her abode one of
beauty.

Palatine la the Vogue.
That taree bouses out of every four

in the city had been neglected as far as
painting was concerned during the past
three years was the estimate given yes
terday by a city contractor. The prop-
rty owner knows that he cannot allow

this to continue. With every item that
enters Into the construction of a house
increased In value from SO to 300 per
cent people are beginning to appreciate
as never before the economy of keeping
the surface painted, for to save the sur
face is to save the whole structure.
There is more incentive than ever to
apply a coat of paint.

Investigation of the paint situation
shows that the market is a rising one
with little indication of any decline to
cheer the property owner contemplat-
ing improvement. The war developed
an enormous demand for flaxseed and
oils, and now, with the tremendous
work going on of rehabilitation In
Europe, further large demands are cer-
tain. Linseed oil has reached an un-
precedented price.

Other conditions unfavorable to the
low market prevail, and paint ingre--1

dients in every case are soaring, mak
ing high prices certain for a long tlm
to come.

"The northwest Is Just Initiating
clean and paint-u- p campaign of a mag
nltude that we have never before ex
Derienced." said C. B. Woodruff,
manager for W. P. Fuller & Co.

"In this work, as is many times the
case, Portland is taking the leadin
part, with the result that this year we
are doing a retail paint business here
that was only equaled by the prosper
ous years of 1910 and 1911. People are
prosperous and they are making up for
their enforced neglect by an unparal
leled use of paint All stocks and ma
terials in our line of business are very
much higher than ever before in our
history, but that does not apparently
deter anyone in the necessary good
work. They are becoming used to high
prices, and with all indications for
higher paint ind supply market they
are stepping ulj now, doing their trad
ing, and getting their work done before
there Is another raise."

Painting, everybody's doing it, ex
claimed E. D. Timms of Tlmros-Cres- s.

There has been little outlet for our
business during the past three years,
and with all available help ir. the trade
engaged that are to be had in the city
we figure that It would take at least
18 months' steady work to catch np
once more. Three out of every four
houses In the city need painting, and
4bey are getting attention as rapidly as
the. owners can get to it. Painters are
scarce and all seem to be working.
Business Is 25 per cent better than the
normal."

Hla-- Prices Ignored.
S. C Rasmussen, of Rasmussen & Co.

stated that "with commercial work
stopped for practically three years and
slowed up for longer than that it is no
wonder that we have a flood of busi
ness, now that conditions permit tne
much-neede- d work to be carried on
once more. Neglect does not pay and
owners realize this,-an- for self-prot-

ion they must ' keep their property
in the proper repair, as deterioration
is serious and rapid and upkeep ex
penses Increased tremendously if there
is any neglect."

But it is not only the paint that en
ters into the campaign here, though it
must be admitted that paint is the big
and most needed factor. Flowers,
shrubbery, lawns and the inside of the
home are all receiving their share of
necessary attention. The impression
must never get about that Portlanders
are satisfied with a beautiful exterior
for their homes to the neglect of the
interior. It Is doubtful If any other
place in the world has such charming
homes as here. With all the manifold
attractions of weather and environment
that home life has to offer Portland is
essentially a city of homes, and with
every owner taking the proper amount
of pride in his little place the competi

tion Is usually exceedingly keen as to
keeping up appearances.

With this made as easy as here it is
generally found one of the greatest
of pleasures to aid and abet Mother Na-
ture in making the home surroundings
as beautifuul as possible. Florists and
landscape gardeners are having one of
the busiest seasons of their career, an
trade is increasing day by day. Th
work, dormant for so long, must be
handled no matter what the cost, an
so, people reconciled to high figures fo
labor, materials and the like are giv
ing the contracts when they are lucky
enough to be able to get a contractor
or. In many cases, getting on the job
for themselves and getting results.
Whatever we may say the experience o
the past several years has not injured
the American in further developing his
spirit of for he has
learned by now that he can only rely
on himself for most things, so he goes
out and does his own painting and gar
dening.

' Owners Do the Work.
Along this line there is a further in

centive, that of costs. They are prac
tically prohibitive for the small em
ployed home owner. Then he has
learned of late that his spare time
labor has a value that be never dreamed
of before. Bis garden in the back yard
realized him table foods worth hun
dreds of dollars all assets. Just so
his work about the home. He cannot
get the labor now so he turns to it for
himself, and he Is not unaided, for the
whole family team get on the Job.

Father comes home in the evening
aTfeT Staffing" the painting Job the
day before and finds Florence on the
ladder busily plying the brush and
with half the end of the house finished
He did not know that she could paint

house, and neither did she, but it
had to be done, and without telling
all her secrets she had been watching

painter at work nearby and picked
up some of the tricks of the trade. The
rest was easy, there was the paint
ready mixed, the brushes, the ladder
in place where it was left, what aim
pier than to slip on a pair of father's
overalls and have a try at it? So she
found that she could do it, and then
that the work was fascinating for
It gave such a feeling of partnership
and help, and the hc-n-o began to look
so much better under your hand.

So the family forms a close company
and, with all in the work, it is a real
game and each one becomes a specialist
in some branch. They do not ride their
hobbles to death and there is always
some interesting little thing to do and
it all adds to the general ensemble.
The house and grounds begin to take
on that appearance only given by lov-

ing care, and from being an ordinary
dwelling In ordinary setting It begins
to take on an Individuality of Its own,
and to some extent reflect the charac-
ters of those living within. Take thei
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home of A. Ruppe Illustrated with this
article, fehmbbery, flowers, paint and
the labor of the family meinselvea
created this metamorphosis in the short
space of three years. Anyone could ba
excused for being proud of an accom-
plishment of this kind, and It serves
as an apt illustration of the possibilities
of home beautifying. Mrs. W. R.
Funk's home, also shown, is the result
of only about IS months' work.

Charms Are Enhanced,
The Idea Is not copyrighted and al-

most every home owner in the city;
seems imbued with It. America is en-
tering on a campaign to capitalize her
scenery and tourist traffic is soon ex-
pected to open up as never before.
Portland may experience the first of
this new tide this year and she intends
to put her best foot forward. With tha
natural beauties enhanced by the clvio
spirit of the residents an irrlslstibls
combination will be formed that will
make the charms of the city difficult
to resist.' With beauty as an asset,
Portland unlimited capital.

Neighborhood clubs have taken up
the beautifying of the vacant lots in
their districts, both as a measure for
making their localities more attractive
and to remove the fire menace from
hlfrh, dry grass and weeds. Unlimited
possibilities are opened up in this man-
ner. Many people living near vacant
properties have made arrangements
with the owners to utilize the grounds
for flowers and shrubbery, but more
often vegetables. These vacant-lo- t
farms are a great asset to families who
develop them both as means of keeping
healthy by the outdoor work as by tha
money saved by ""the" weTcome ire's a
vegetables.

Owing to the scarcity of labor, tha
city park commission has not been
able to much more than keep up with
their necessary work for several years,
but many improvements and better
ments are under consideration or belne
started at this time. A
meeting of three clvio bodies called
last week by Mayor Baker initiated a
movement for the utilization to the
utmost of all available city property.

first good fruits of this meeting
and the spirit engendered was in the
determination to develop the seven
acres in front of the Franklin high
school.

The school board, working with the
Park commission, giving the park com
mission permission to use the grounds
and improvements about the school for
the public, including even the baths
in the building, In consideration of tha
park body Improving the grounds and
caring for them. Doubtless other im
provements will be evolved.

city it is felt, .can
hardly afford to behind the citizen
in the crusade for the beautlflcatlon of
Portland. The crusade is on, full
swing, and Portland is fast emerging;

city.
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