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AMERICAN QUAKERS UNDERTAKE WORLD’S
BIGGEST RECONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME

For Past Four Years, Without Flare of Trumpels, Almost Without Publicity, Society of Friends Has Been Carry-
ing on Extensive Reconstructive Work in France to Express Sympathy for Cause of the Allies.

!

the Quakers are doing, they ars enab-
ling him to get “back.”

The villages they are rebullding are
Min the thoroughly desclated and bom-
barded region of France, lying between
Clermont-en-Argonne and Verdun. Al-
though at one time one of the finest
snd most populous farming districts in
France, when the Friendsa took hold of |
the wark of reconstruction, it was n de- |
sorted and unoccupled country: roughly
ft runs from a little beyond Clermont-
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rs in France

of duty. they
volunteer rvices nd thelr
means in this cause, working in econ-
function with the American Red Cross
The assista they gave in half a
| red d4if ent directions was tre-
mendous, but the details of that part of
the story belong to the war, wbt
past, and as said in the beginnin i

reconsiruction.

iIs A ¥ of today—of

France Recognises Work.
therefore. to say that the
was 0 Impre=sed

Sufficient.

French government

with the help the American Quakers
had rendered to the str en petple of
¥France during the terrible days of the
' comflict, that when the war wais over

tt refused to let them go home. instead
t 4t immediately selecied these salf-
- same Quakers to put in operation and
to & suocessful conclusion the

CAITY
viggest of all reconstruction plans,
pamely. the rebuilding of no less than

nk of 49
guess and yni-
sriaken by th

queneéss of

Quakers, gay right he |
wi ut any intention of invidious com- |
parison, et it be understood, that while
other bodies of Amerjcans have also|

wonderfully helpful recon-|
struction waork in ce, that the way
they and the Quakers are going about,
feregt. The Quakers are not r_-n!y:

undertaken

Fra

1g the very lurge sum of monay |
on

ed to carry tha work, but they|
1 the work
not only |
hloning lr.-tni
eded for they

thempelves 1
sawing, planing and
propr shape the lumber =

houses in factories th have estab-|
lished in France, but their young men|
are repairing all those houses not be-

vond 1t or moving the ruing of the|
dwellings In e dagarted villages, am!'l
digging tha cellars for the new ones|
and then building the homes. That is
not all. They have aven gone so0 far as
to estabMszh and operate factories in

France for thy manufacture of plain,
but

serviceabla furniture and other
vid fixing= to put into the homes
ake them livable and atltractive
‘ r are finished. ¥Finally they
gre distri ng these things as needed:
il this labor calling for hundreds of
workers s volunteer, so that the cost
of mdministration is only about 35O
{or every 3100 sxpended. That is §3650
goes to actual rellef and reconstrucs
tion.

The rank and file of the Quaker
workers receive board, clothing, trans-
portation, but only ome franc a day in
actus] wages. Cnder these circum-

¥40 more or less important Fremeh vil-

stances, It i3 easzy to understand the

atiached to hi's own part of France, his
own commune snd his own plot of
ground. All his polftical lifs centers
sround his heme, A man does not sy
he comes from the Meuse, or the Marne,
or the Somme, but from Lorraihe,
Champagne or Plcardy. Consequently,
he feels himsel! a forelgner when he
goes to another part of France, and
the native feels the s=ame about him;
he coneiders himself an exile and his
one deaire 1s to get back. That is what

en-Argonne on the wast to the left
bank of the Masuse on the aast, right
up to the edge of the town of Verdun
which Is itself excluded. The southern
Himic inclndes Futeaux, Clermont,
Auzeville, Jubecourt, Nixeville: snd on
the north the district stretches toward
Montfaucon, from which helight the
crown prince watched nls srmies ad-
vance to hideous and useless slaughter
in the spring offensive of 1918 and Lo
Varennees, famoue In history as where
Louls XVI, fiyving from the Tuilleries
stayed too long over his lunch and was
brought home in (gnominy to Parie
The northeast corner of,the depart-
ment of the Meuse falls within the
limits of the oid duchy of Lorralne, and
this anclent loyalty is remembered to-
day by the inhabltants, who refer to
themselvas as “Lorrainae”™ When Maria
Leczyneks was dragged with her father
out of a German jodging house to be-
come the wife of Louis X1V and helress
of Lorraine, she crossed from Lorraine
inte France, amid public holiday, at
8t. Menehould, a few miles to the west
and little did her fiuttering heart sus-
pect the boredome and misery that
awnited har at Versailles. It was in
the Argonne, the detfile or Grandpre on
the northern edge of the Quaker dis-
trict, that Napoleon, at bay in 1814, held
back the united forces of Europe.
Portable Houses Are in Une.
In the towns where it [s Impossible
for the Quaker workmen to restore and
rebuild the rulned houses, they are
building maisong—demontables or in
plain English wooden peoeriable houses.
Such dwellings will last lor years and
have the advantage ovar stons dwell-

inga that they take but lttle time to
consiruct and thus the refugees are
more quickly abls to return to their

old homes and establish once more the
hearth= around which they can begin
to reconstroct their family life.
These sectional houses are manufac-
tured by the Friends at two big fae-
tories at Dale and Ornans in the Jura
mountiain region. The factories havae
an output at present of about 16 com-

pleted housegs & week, but this pro-
duction is belng rapidly increased. An-
other =hop at Ornens isn entirely de-
voted to the making of ail kinds of
furniture at about four-fifthe of the

wholesale price, Thus the people are

abla to keep their independence.

The method of Its distribution is In-
teresting Just a* s=oon as=s sufficient
dwellings in a village are mads ha
table, the people begin to return; then
the Qunkers plle 4 lound of furniture

and other thing= on a motor lorry which
ispatched to the village. The mayor

been told of the vislt

village crier to announce

drum has been jost, llke everything
el=e, he usas old tin. Upon the ar-
rival of the women in thelir

tan Aprons a ack shawls crowd inlo
an improvised shop to buy ax much as
r means will allow; and the shop
to meet thelr needs. Besides plain
it sells sewing machines,
ds and tools. Perhaps the providing
of garden seeds for the whole area un-

der its direction has been one of the
soundest, I not the biggest plece of
truction work, the Quakers have

Bee Ralsing Promoted.
Bee raising has been in active prog-
rosa the Friends in Fr e, during
the past year and their beskesper now
has enough bees ready for anyone who
kept bees before the war and who very
sariously wishes to take it up agsin.
Mention should also be made of the

by

stockralsing farm at Vanault-|
in the Marne, operated by the
where chickens, rabblts and pl
being ratsed 1 wher SHMo
ho and cow betr
for future distrib the Ar
region
The agricultural service of the
| Friends has started an equipe at Bra-

| bent-en-Ars The system has been

ine,

| adopted of ploughin up one large
biock to be used as a communal gar-
den for vegetabloes and oats by the

farmers and villagers. Agricultura

equipe=s have also bean started at Dom-
basila-8

onne and Neuvilly to work

n-Arg
I reund about

Ten

the vi

The e central base of the Quakers
agri ure sarvice located at La
Grange-le-Comte, w h has been put

disposal of the Friends by the

prefecture.
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Jimmie Higgins, by 1plan Sincialr. Heal &

Liveright, Naw York City.

One of what economie writers call
“the submerged tenth.,” striker, social-
i United Stutes soldier, motorcycls
afrer, a Chateau-Thisrry fighter,

wounded in bajtle, martyr In Russia

—these are a few of the stirring oc-
| cupations that fall to the lot of this
hero, Jimmle Higgins, who 18 pletured
| with boldness and vigor.
| "The story opans In the manufactur-
ilnp: town of Leesville, somewhere In

the middle American west. Jimmle has
E been left to care for himself at an early
|age, and he became & natural wan-
derer and hobo, He drifted into Lees-
ville mnd by great Inck was taught the
machinist's trade. He married sarly in
life a girl of Bohemlan family, a girl
of the streets. They have three bables,
.|Orl page four, Jimmie is described thus:
| “Jimmie was just an ignorant fellow:
undersized and under-
H A 1 bad teeth and rough-
sned hands; and with no gifts or graces
to recommend him.” Jimmile attended
soclalists’ meetings and was one of the
officials. He hated the monied classes
and was tausht to look on them as
enemles and oppressors

| Suddenly into this industrial hive—
stalks the German war. Munition shope
multiply In town and wages g0 up by
leaps and bounds. Strike= happen and
when settlements are effectgy, Jimmie
and his class lose. Jimmie hRtes Lacy
Granitch., son of a local rich man, a
worthless idler and o dissipated, wicked
young man.

| E.
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| Hvers

his
lery officer.
Jimmie next gets lost

maps an

a
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meets dirty, hs nch goldiers who
are operating = e gun. Jimmle
Joins them and help: nn to shoot Ltha
advancing Huns. Jimmie is shot and
badly wounded. Just then up coms the

Huns are de-

American marines and the
feated.
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18 years: ghing 110 pounds,
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Sir James M., Barrie, aunthor of
“Aljce, Sit by the Fire”

English, are somawhat
It Is stated that [o the
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Joseph P. Mulder, tenor, will sing at
the morning service and 3Mra Jane
Burnk Albert it the evening.

The church people have taken a
prominent part in-the church federation
work, explained to the chureh congre-
gation last Sunday morning by Rew.
Roy Guild of Naw York, who also madas
the principal address at the church fed-
eration mesting at the Y. M C A [ast

Mr.
the

Vauox,
word

the chisf of her divirion.
who often makes use of
*hum™ in his conversation.
The susplelous letter 18 addressed Lo
one Herman Lauffer, of a number on
Madison avenus, and by braaking open
Lauffer's store a code-book f= discov-
ered by which iz found information
concerning the salling of United States
transports from France. The letter
alse states that an American named
Eay McKay had escaped from a Ger-

Monday.

periodical to represent the interests of
the propossd organizsation.
—_—

Edueation in Anclent Israel, 1o 70 A, D, by
Flatcher Harper Swift, The Opan Court
FPublishing Co.. Chicago.

Our distinguished, lsarned author Is
professor of education, college of edu-

cation, University of Minnesola.
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One eventful night Jimmle hurries Y in the rol
home to find that his honse and uiso One freezing night Mis Lo | exercise, posture, e of
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One of Jimmie's chums, Comradae|the identical McKay. in the draft, nstructions
Stankewits, who has joined the Ameri- On recovering his sen=es McKay tells | tanued to rejee » mat-
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