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Every Reasonable
Comfort and
Convenience Is
Afforded Uncle
Sam’s Soldiers

on the Big
T'roopships,

B BY CLIVE MARSHALL,
E OR many months after the Amers
E fean troops began landing in

France, all facts connected with
thelr transportztion across the ocean
wera ahroudad in mystary.

The public merely knew that trans-
ports were leaving our shores, from
unknown ports, and arriving safely, by
unknown routes, at unknown ports in
France.

And for a while as little was known
of lifa and condltions aboard the trans-
ports as of thelr routes and desfina-
tlonm.

But whils the ports and routes are
atill kept wisely secret, the ocenaors
bave recently lifted the wveil, to asome
extent, from the Interesting pleturs of
dnlly lifs aboard the transports, and
the boys In khakl have been permitied,
mwithin certain lUmitations, to describe
their experiences going across,

For the majority of them, crossing
the ocean Is as great an advantura as
it was to Christopher Ceolumbua. A
few have known foreign travel before,
but 28 out of 100 never dreamed of
Eolng to Europe, and enjoy lmmensely
an experience which probably wduld
naver havsas come Lo them except for
the world war.

Waterproof Enthusiasm.

The submarins menace i powerlass
to dampen their enthusiasm, and If
there are any hardships they accept
them in the same spirit as If they were
on a camping trip or on a vacation ad-
Yenture.

The only thing that ever gsts thelr
Fgont” Iy seasickness, and they strive
mmanfully to make a joke even of it.

Bargeant Leavitt Tilley, a South Da-
%ota moldier boy, now near the battle
line In France, wrote home to tell how
& WAg among his friends on the trans-
port ralssd hopes among the seasick
ones of nearing land whila they ware
still In mid-Atlantie,

“One morning,” wrote Sergeant Til-
ley, “Bugler Badden came down into
our guarters from the deck, after in.
spection was over and shouted to the
meéen that were only thres mlles
from land. The seasick men bright-
ened up with an immense feeling of
wellef, jand eagerly nsked:

" "Which side of the ship can we ses
it from?

" *'Well, boys, you can't exactly see It,
Bbecauss It's straight down,"™ replled
ghe bugler.

Except for tha seasickness, which no
mmount of luxury on shipboard could
change. the soldlers get great pleasura
out of the trips across. They are well
fad, sleep comfortably, have plenty of
wpporitunity for muslie and amusements,
and accept the whole voyage as a sort
of pianioc before plunging inte the Erim
business of fighting at the front.

wa

And, Indeed, everything within the
bounds of practical reason is done to
mnke them eatiefled and comfortabls

on the voyage. During the first epoch
of transport sallings, officers and men
mllke were distressed at baing kept for
#0 many days entirely without the
wews from the battle front.

When they stepped aboard the trans-
por: they were cut off from all world
mews untll

they landed on the other
mide, Somebody on one big American
Ltransport decldsd that this condition

<ould be remedied, and the result was
the dally publication on that particular
Boat of A newspaper called *“The
Hatchet,” which printed the news re-
<elved by wireless, and which was dlis-
tributed free to every man on board.
Other transports equipped with wire-
lesn, it ia sald, are planning to adopt
this idea.
An Ocean “Extra™

A copy of “The Hatchet" has bssn

®Brought to port, contialning not only
news items and communiques by wire-
Jess, but many witty contributions,
wversss and editorials dealing with life
ard ship.
“And what a scramble for It
4a¥ declarad the sallor who
*The HateLeot's” publioation.
en edition of 7000 copies and they go
in record time. No price s chargad.
Every man aboard geéts a copy free.”

"The Hatchet™ comas from an
“snemy"” press for, aboard the trans-
port, which wae one of the biggest of
Lhe seized German liners, was found a
Garman press and plenty of type.
Printers and pressmen among the sail-
ors and the soldlers aboard operate the
machinery. QCeontributlons are sqjicited
grom the men aboard,

. Xwo permanent editors has *“The

there
told of
“We print
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Khaki Clad Boys Who Have
Landed in France Send Back

E

Enthusiastic Descriptions of
Their Experience While Cross-
ing the Ocean—Life Aboard
5881 he Big Transports Intimately
B=Portrayedin Some Clever Let-
" ters Written Home:

Hatohet"—itha ship captain and the ship
chaplain. Two others it had on a re-
cent voyage—a well-known New York
hewspaper man golng across with the
Y. M. C. A, and & famous surgeon with
a hospltal on Long Island. The news-
paper man was responsible for a
“Mother Goose at Bea" every day.
Sleep in Clothes,

As the transport passed the middle
of the Atluntie and drew closar to Eu-
rope every man aboard slept in his
clothes to be prepared for submarine
eventualities. It moved “Mother Goosea"
to remark:

Diddle, diddle, dumpling, our son John
Goes to bed with his trousers on,
Campalgn hat an heb-nalled boot—
Aln't his swimming costume cute?

A chapinin with the 308th Infantry,
now in France, writing back of the
*“jolly trip" his regiment had on thelr
transport, describes life on shipboard
with vivid enthusiansm:

YAt this writing we are approaching
the end of & very jolly trip across the
Atlantic. The party is a large one,
and circumstances occasioned the dl-
vision of the three battallons. The
members of these battalions were found
to be having an excelient time and
were looking forward to an abundance
of fun the remalnder of the voysge.
The boys on our ship enjoyed the trip
fiho;oughly up to this point of aighting
and.

“Thers were frequent band concerts
on the forward deck. The band, In
fact, was a frequent source of pleasure.
The boys organlzed thelr own enter-
tainments, and showed consliderable
talent.

“The boya took up the lifeboat dArill
with sest. They showed an orderliness
and promptness that promised to be of
Ereat benefit in event of aceldent. The
earnestness and spirit of thess ~drills
awakened a feellng of youth In our
stald and dignified senlors. Asx a re-
sult Majors Martin, Nelson and Weaver
indulged In a spirited contest forsu-
premacy in ladder eclimbing. Major
Martin ecarrled off the honors”™ An-
other writer home has drawn a vivid
picture of a crossing aboard a formaer
magnificent German passenger liner
which has been seized and converted
into a transport for American troops
“Except In the oubin decks,” he says
“the liner has been little altered for
her new dutles. The red room i& just
as gaudlly decorated, and the em-
blematic paintings of the different
German cities ares atlll In position.

“The maln saloon is now the ard
room and officers’ dining-room. are
one seaE a legendary plcture of tha
futurs Germany. Underneath it 1 =
German insoription meaning, "Our fu-
ture les on the water." The only re-
mark the captaln made was 10 FUgEast
a slight change. It should have read,
he thought, ‘under the water.,' Ths

Lifeboat Drill Is a Daily Occurrence in Which, the Boys
Are Keenly Interested.

ward room was very ornatsly tapeas-
tried and HSecorated in a style too rich
and heavy.

“The big dinlng-room saloon is belng
used ass sleeping quarters, mess hall
and living-foom for the troops. The
beds can be hauled up to the celling
during the daytime. 1t is a big prob-
lem to care for the saveral thousand
goldiers, A transport wessel oonsti-
tutes a village in itself, nnd a gEood-
sized villaze at that. Amusements,
concerts, theater parties, card gameas
are arrangad by the boya themsalves
in the mess hall,

Watehing for U-Hoat,

“There is every ovidence of good or-
ganization and discipline. In. case of
an aceident, or n N:rpmﬁl. I am sdure
that heavy loss of life would e averted.

“Every precaution has been taken to
enable the transport Lo sea the enamy
first. There are officers on the hiridge,
tralned to act qulekly. There are Keen-
¢yed gun grews, accustomed to be on
the alert for any unusual objecl Above
the bridge is the lookout station, where
trained men, watching in short relays,
scan given amill  sections, reporting
everything to a eentral station. This
isacalled intensive watchlng. Glven the
spead of the ship and the manner of
posting the lookouts, It is very difMicult
for a submaring to approach."

Another lettger from a member of o
transport crew gives an amusing ac-
count of mealtime aboard ship during
heavy weather.

“Sometimes,"” he says, “"the sea runs
high aimost all the way across, buf:
feting the ship about so much that the
#tacked mesa tables and benches re-
main stacked, and the deck serves the
purpose of both. Then you get yYour
chow llke a line before a gulick-lunch
counhter,

“You hold up your plate for the cook
to try out his alm with a Iladle of beann,
and if the ship doessn't give a lurch
Just then you get the beans, but If It
doer you don't, and are hufried like a
filash past him and the other mess
cooks who are likewise engaged in the
hit-or-miss game of flinging food =t
the plate in your hand.

“As we make port the town's Inhabi-
tants great us with volley ufter volley
of cheers In Freunch, while the pretty
girls wave and throw us kisass by tha
wholesale, and people sheut themselven
hosrss, and clatter over the c<cobble-
stones in their wooden shoea,

“T'm not permitied to give a worth-
while description of the town where
the troops we take across dissmbark,
but there lan't anybarm In saying that
it reminds one of a street scene in The
Pled Piper of Hamelin. All that is
missing Lo complets the pleture Is the
ratg, The stores In betwaen the qualnt-
looking wineshopns sell ambroldered and
crocheted souvenirs, or plaster and
marble statuary., and wa boys of the
oréew never go back to the States with-
out some.”

—

Finally Arriving at a

ort “Somewhere in in France,” the Troops Are
Volleys of Cheers and Waving of Flags and Handkerchiefs.

Disem bark.ed

Get Acquainted With Ameriea,
Kathleen Hills in Leslie's.
Educating the public to the value of
“Seslng America First™ has not been
easy. And the campaign wes hardly
what could be iled sucosssful until

the war drove Jome thk meaning of
America to thousands who had naver
learned to appreciate it at Its fuil

value,

To traval now as herstofors seems a
matter of patriotism and pride. This
country has heen largely bullt up by
the greaat transportation companles,
boat and rall, which opened and de-

veloped new territory. And &8 the

roads brought bLusiness and tnuris{'(ham unprofitable. It has been saaid

travelars from one point to another,
made necessary the development of
other form of business—the tourist
tels. The wide-awake portions of the
country capitalised theair agsets In nat-
ural attractions and millions of doliars
have been Invested In advertising and
developing them and making them
]raudily acoessible. It is mot easential

it
an-
ho-

in order to win the war that other In-
terests should be neglected. To put
| our full affort in that direction we munt
have a prosperous and contented eoun-
try. We must not allow war work so to
affect viher investments as Lo rander

that the tourist
and Florida is
Etatos ax tne lron

husiness of California
ax egsential to those
and steal industry
is to Pennsyivania. California‘’s reve-|
nue from tourist travel, it is eosti-
mated, amounts to nearly 3200.000,000,
probably a greater revenue than the
states dar_pa fro many eother source.

Where to Look Tor a Wife.

Zim In Cartoons Magazines,
A good houssawifs will look at least
two square maals ahead of her nose
Tha modern system of marketing dur-

Guns on the Transports and Ac-
companying Destroyer Con-
voys Afford Protection Against
Submarines.
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PATRIOTIC WORK PLANNED

lHelp

LoSs Angeles Roiarians o

Americanize Forelgn-Born.
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Hundreds of these foreign-born real-
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struct them the laws and
moral standar Erica Aand Lo
teach them to them.

Back te Naturc.

“Why i= It, Sam t one never hears
of a darky cor 15 suicide?” in-
quired the MNort

“Well, you seeo, iU's disaway, boss:
When a white puspon has any trouble
he sels do an’ gits to studyin® "bout
it an® A-worr) . hen fird' thing you
know he's » kill hissa'f. But when
a nigger sets down to think 1t his

bl w he jea' nacherly goes Lo

Woeodard, Clark Drug Co
other good drug & dept. sirs.

ing the high-cost regime is such a fine




