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VICTIMS OF RIVER
ALLIED OFFICERS LEAVING CONFERENCE.

PRESIDENT WILL

DISASTER OVER 150
,r .v--

i
BLOCK $2.40 WHEAT

Sixty-thre- e Bodies Recovered Agricultural Bill Carrying Price
From Wreck of Excursion Fixing Rider Certain to Be

Steamer Columbia. Vetoed.
v
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MANY DEAD STILL IN WRECK CONGRESS GETS NOTICE

V - flfi.m

6corcs of Prostrated Survivors Are Officials Estimate That Increased
Taken to Hospitals at Peoria and Figure Approved by Both Houses

Pckin; Search of Ill-Fat- Would Add Three Cents a Loaf
i J 5 slk c .Vessel Continues. to the Cost of Bread.

PEORIA. III., July 6. With 63 bodies
recovered and the total number of dead
tonight estimated at 150 to 200 per-
sons. Government, state and county of-

ficials began searching inquiries Into
the cause of the wreck of the excursion
steamer crolumoia .Friday night.

Survivors have charged that the big
steamer, carrying 600 passengers on a
return trip from Peoria to Pekin, 111.,
was driven against a sandbank scarcely
10 feet from shore and about five miles
south of Peoria, during a heavy fog.
.First reports were that the craft had
struck a snag or submerged log.

White the orchestra continued to play
on the dance floor which proved a
death-tra- p to most of the 200 dancers,
the vessel, it was said, backed into deep
water, where it suddenly broke in two
and immediately settled on the bottom
of the river with only the pilot-hous- e

and part of the superstructure appear-
ing above the water.

EiccMHivc Drinking Reported.
Harry Smith, chief of police of Pe-

kin, said:
"Reports have come to me that the

drinking on board the Columbia the
night of the tragedy was carried to
extremes. This phase of the case will
receive rigid attention after we have
buried our dead. The results may be
amazing."

The Columbia was condemned eight
years ago. just before she was pur-
chased and repaired by Captain Mehl,
according to R. V. Downes, Federal in-
spector of hulls, of St. Louis, and his
assistant, G. R. Bowers, who have be-
gun an investigation of the accident.

It was on the return trip to Pekin
from Peoria Friday night that a faint
jar, extending from stem to stern, gave
the first intimation of the onrushing
tragedy.

The tragedy came without warning
when the 500 merrymakers aboard,
after a night's outing at Alfresco Park
in Peoria, were ending the evening's
entertainment with dancing and con-
certs by the orchestra.

Seventy-fiv- e survivors are in hos-
pitals of this city and Pekin. There
were 497 persons on the boat.

Passengers PanicStricken.
Soon after the steamer struck a

panic occurred among the passengers,
and many jumped into the water with-
out securing life preservers. Those
who could swim reached shore, which
was only a few feet away.

The second deck of the boat, where
the dance hall is located, was crowded
when the crash came, and it was there
that many were crushed to death in
the panic.

Ray Jones, fireman on the steamer,
estimated that between 160 and 200
persons were on the dance floor when
the boat struck, and he believed that
many of those had perished.

When the boat settled on the bottom
the water reached the staterooms im-
mediately below the pilot house on the
listed side'.

The pilot, when he found his boat was
sinking, sent distress signals, and with
in a short time boats from various
directions hastened to the rescue and
began to pick up those struggling in
the water, but on account of the dark-
ness their efforts were badly ham
pered.

Search Resumed at Daybreak.
Search for bodies was abandoned at

4 o'clock this morning until daylight
came. Approximately 20 had been re-
covered, only a portion of whom had
been identified.

With the break l day two divers
went down into the sunken wreck of
the Columbia to bring up bodies of the
victims.

Almost at the same time hearses be-
gan arriving in Pekin from the scene
of the disaster, bringing the first of
the bodies of the victims.

A large crowd gathered at the morgue
In the little river city and there were
many pathetic scenes. Members of the
Home Ouard arrived in Fekin early to
preserve order.

Out of the first 24 bodies recovered,
only one was that of a man; two were
children and the majority were those
of girls between 10 and 20 years old.

ivers chopped a hole through the
deck into the main cabin and hauled
out the body of a woman whose hands
clung tightly to the handle of a baby
carriage. The carriage was empty. A
little later a baby was removed.

Watches Record Disaster.
The bodies of two women wearing

wrist watches were removed by the
divers. Each watch had stopped at ex-
actly 12:05 o'clock.

Diving and wading knee deep in
water between decks, volunteer work-
ers prosecuted the search for missing
bodies.

Shoes, hats, dancing pumps, sweaters
and wraps of all character were hauled
from the water-covere- d checking-roo- m

in the dance floor lobby.
Torn, bruised and bandaged men.

women and children, survivors of the
wreck of the steamer Columbia, today
gathered about the little store In the
heart of the business district which
had been turned into a temporary
morgue to receive the bodies of victims
of the disaster. The tragedy had
brought all business to a standstill.

Officers of the boat said that a faintjar was their first intimation of the
approaching tragedy.

Captain Tells of Wreck.
"It was not a hard blow," said Cap-

tain Herman Mehl. "We were headed
down stream and it was awfully foggy.
The boat had worked over pretty well
to the Peoria side. When she hit, I
went up to the bridge as fast as I
could.

"She backed off, squared away and
headed down stream again. Many of
the passengers rushed to the starboard
side and she listed a bit.

"I ordered one of the crew to go
down into the hold and he yelled that
there was two feet of water there. I
told the passengers to hurry upstairs
and instructed the crew to keep order.

"Then the lights went out and she
settled in a couple of minutes."

PEKIN, 111., July 6. After a day
spent in collecting the dead from the
wrecked excursion steamer Columbia,
many citizens, excited by the harrow-lu- g

scenes tonight, gathered in saloons
and other places and threatened to
wreak vengeance on any of the ship's
officers whom they should find in any
way at fault for the sinking of the
thip with the loss of a hundred or
more lives.

Extra Patrols I Tatabllshed.
Precautionary measures against any

mob violence were taken by the city
ponce, extra patrols were thrown
about the streets, and the closing of
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These four officers, leaving the conference hall at Versailles, near Paris,
the seat of the inter-allie- d council, where conferences are held almost daflv.represent America, France, England and

rom left to right, front row, are: General Belln. France; General Robilant,Italy; top row, left to right, our own General Bliss, accomnanied bv an Encrlishofficer, unmentioned.
These are Just four of the many officers who confer at the hall for a
and quick winning of the war.

saloons was threatened if any untowixd
actions were starteo.

Although no official inquiry has been
made to determine whether the fatal
accident was due to the negligence of
the navigators of the large steamer
bearing some 500 persons down the
Illinois River, relatives of those lost
and others loudly condemned members
of the crew as responsible for the large
loss of life.

"We have sensed trouble an made
our arrangements accordingly," said
O. W. Frederick, captain of the Pekin
unit of the Home Guards. "Tt is likely
it will be necessary to close saloons.
Many residents of this city were victims
of the disaster and our men were angry.
They believe that the crew of the Co-
lumbia had been drinking and were
negligent."

Saloon Crowds Noisy.
While stretcher bearers carried

bodies up the main street, scores of
women and children, most of them in
tears, lined the curbs, trying for a
glimpse of lost relatives. As each ad-
ditional body was brought up the noise
in the saloons increased.

At dusk more than 60 bodies had been
brought down the river and placed in
the morgues for identification. Vir-
tually all were from Pekin. A major-
ity were women and children.

Old-tim- e rivermen were being inter-
rogated tonight by officials investigat-
ing the disaster in an effort to learn
the condition of the sunken steamboat,
which, they asserted, was condemned
15 years ago.

They said the Columbia was placed
on the ways for overhauling a few
months ago, but little was done toward
repair, with the exception of painting
and interior decorating. The vessel
was launched at least 40 years ago, ac-
cording to local rivermen.

TELEGRAPH CONTROL HELD
(Continued From First PmK- -

termine when th hearings should
begin.

Shortly after 6 o'clock, after the in
terstate commerce committee's meeting,
the Senate, on motion of Senator Over-
man,- of North Carolina, closed its doors
for an executive session for a general
discussion of the situation.

Recess la Tikes,
After a short session, the Senate re

cessed until 8 o'clock tonight. In the
meantime the interstate commerce com-
mittee will meet again to consider a
programme and If possible determine
how long committee consideration of
the resolution will require.

The House then recessed until 8:30
o'clock tonight to await final deci-
sion by Senate leaders as to a recess
while the hearings on the resolution
are being held.

The interstate commerce committee
at a meeting immediately after the
Senate recessed until 8 o'clock decided
to begin hearings on the resolution
next week.

Senators said they expected Senator
Martin, the majority leader, to offer a
concurrent resolution tonight for a re-
cess of Congress for 30 days while the
hearings are in progress.

Prohlbltloa to Front Agim.
With the failure of Congress to ad-

journ tonight until next month war-
time prohibition will have the right-of-wa- y

in the Senate when the upper
house meets at noon Monday and lead-
ers are prepared for a bitter contest.

Prohibition advocates won & prelim-
inary victory in the Senate tonight.
Senator Sheppard, of Texas, undertook
to have the Senate consider the 00

emergency agricultural appro-
priation, with its prohibition amend-
ment, but was blocked by a motion for
adjournment until August 12. Later,
however, the Senate voted to give themeasure right-of-wa- y after the recess,
which then was expected.

Alleged Disloyalist Arrested.
CHEHALIS, Wash, July . (Spe-

cial.) John Ioe Johnson was today
landed in the Lewis County Jail hers
charged with making disloyal remarks.
in effect that he hoped Germany would
win the war, cursing the President and
Government. Johnson was drunk when
the alleged offense was said to have
occurred. He claims some pro-G- er

mans have framed a charge against
him. United States Commissioner
Westover bound Johnson to the Federal
Court. Officers left hers today to ar-
rest Ralph Taplett, of Morton, charged
with evading the recent June draft.

Italy.

LIQUOR PROVES COSTLY

TACOMA BOOTLEGGERS CAUGHT IN
ACT AND HEAVILY FINED.

One Is Federal Officer, Whose Duty
Was to Prevent Violation of

Prohibition I.avr.

TACOMA, Wash., July 6. (Special.)
Albert Ostrum, of the United States

Naval Intelligence Service, and Azro F.
Graham, employed in the bookkeep-
ing department of the County Audi-
tor's office, were arrested today by
Sergeant T. S. Roper and Private C. S.
Williams. of the 14th Infantry, water
front guards, at Ruston. a Tacoma
suburb, charged with having 100 quarts
oi liquor in a sack which they took
from the steamer St. Cecilia late lastnight. Both pleaded guilty today andwere fined 1150 each.

The men were first seen as thevwere loading the goods from the ship
into a launch. Sergeant Roper let
them finish their work and then lev-
elling his rifle at them ordered themto halt, according to Captain Myers,
who has charge of the waterfrontguards.

Graham has been emnloved in theCounty Auditor's office for severalyears, in the bookkeeping end. It wasa part of Ostrum s duty as a United
btates iNiaval Intelligence officer toput a stop to all violations of theliquor law through vessels enteringport.

It is understood that the citizens'
law enforcement committee, organ-
ized recently to with themilitary authorities in cleaning up
Pierce County and investigating theactions of county officers, may haveoeen indirectly responsible for the arrests.

McADOO TO VISIT PORTLAND
Director-Gener- al of Railroads Is to

Be Here This Week.

Portland is to be visited this weekby Director-Gener- al McAdoo. of therailroad administration, according to
tne information brought from Chicago
by A. D. Charlton, chairman of thepassenger traffic committee, who returned from the conference
held in that city last week. Secre-tary McAdoo has been In California torecuperate from a recent Illness.

Regional Director Aishton. of the
Northwest district; J. G. Woodworth
assistant regional director In charge oftraffic, and Carl R. Gray, director oftrensportation, are to be here fromChicago, probably Friday, and will
meet Secretary McAdoo. Messrs. Wood-wor- th

and Gray are former Portlandrailway officials.
Railroad officials and representa

tives of the Portland Chamber of Com-
merce will arrange for the reception of
the visitors.

ANNUAL EXCURSION FIXED

Lewis County Farmers to Go to
Puyallup Station July 22.

CENTRA LI A. Wash., July S. (Spe-
cial.) Professor A. B. Nystrom, Lewis
County agent, announces Monday. July
22, as the date of the annual excursion
of farmers of the county to the West-
ern Washington Experiment Station at
Puyallup. It is expected more will
make the trip than a year ago. A
free lunch will be served at the station
at noon.

Professor Nystrom has just com-
pleted two silo demonstrations in the
county. One was at the farm of W. P.
Miller at Adna and the other at the
E. M. Moses farm In the Newaukum
Valley.

Running Over Child Held Assault.
ASTORIA, Or., July 6. (Special.)

H. H. z.api was arraigned in the Jus-
tice Court this morning on an informa-
tion charging him with assault with
a dangerous weapon in running over a
child with an automobile. He waived
examination and was held to await the
action of the Circuit Court grand Jury.
with bonds fixed at $250. He was later
released upon his own recognizance.

WASHINGTON. July 6. President
Wilson will veto the annual Agricul-
tural Appropriation Bill because of the
rider agreed to by both Senate and
House today fixing the Government
minimum guaranteed wheat price at
$2.40 a bushel.

This information was transmitted to
Chairman Lever of the House agricul-
ture committee today through Postma-
ster-General Burleson just before
Speaker Clark had signed the bill pre-
liminary to sending it to the White
House.

Officials estimated that if the $2.40
price for wheat were to be approved
the price of flour would be increased
by approximately $2 a barrel with an
increase of from 2 to 3 cents in the
price of a loaf of bread. With $2.40
as the basic price, wheat probably
would sell in New York at $2.75 a
bushel, it was said.

Should the President veto the bill,
the $28,000,000 annual appropriation for
the Department of Agriculture would
be tied up until Congress

The Department, however, would not
be without funds, as Congress today
adopted a resolution continuing lastyear a appropriation until the appro-
priation bill is finally enacted.

The $11,000,000 emergency agricul-
tural appropriation measure will go
over until the recess, its passage hav-
ing been blocked in the Senate because
of the Norrls amendment providing for
war-tim- e prohibition.

The House previously rejected a sub
stitute by Representative Morgan, of
Oklahoma, proposed a guaran
teed price of $2.65 a bushel. The bill
now goes back to the Senate for con-
currence and House leaders predicted
approval ' without further conference.

WIEDFORD BOY LIKES WAR

Frank Hubbard Eager to Recover of
Wound and Return to Front.

MEDFORD. Or.. July 6. (Special.)
The first official news of the wounding
of Frank N. Hubbard, son of Mr. and
Mrs. H. T. Hubbard, of this city, was
received today. Mr. Hubbard was
among the first Medford boys to enlist
in the Marines, shortly after the out-
break of the war.

A letter recently received by his par-
ents stated he was in a hospital and
expected to get out and into the fight
again in 20 days. He was wounded at
the Chateau Thierry battle several
weeks ago, receiving a bullet through
the leg.

"War is some sport," he wrote in his
letter, "and the Marines are some boys.
The only thing I am worrying about is
how long it will be before I can get
back in the front lines again."

HOOD RIVER SPIRIT WINS

Los Angeles Man Likes Celebration
' So Well That He Buys Farm.

HOOD RIVER, Or., July 6. (Special.)
The spirit of patriotism as expressed
by Hood River people in the celebra
tion here Thursday has probably won
the community another resident. C. R.
Armstrong, of Los Angeles, Cal., on a
prospecting tour of the Northwest,
came here to observe the Birthday of
Independence. Participation in the
entertainment features provided by the
ned ross chapter, in charge of the
day's celebration, won his enthusiasm.

Mr. Armstrong left for Dee Friday,
saying:

"I am going up there and buy a
ranch. The Hood River spirit certainly
strikes me just right."

Motor Truck Party Visits Hood.
An unusual Fourth of July outing

took place when Heriry Kruger. of
Hillsdale, took a motor truck party to
Mount Hood. Leaving Portland July 3
at 5 o'clock and motoring as far as the
Government Forest Reserve Station,
where camp was made for the night,
a start was made at daybreak, July 4,
for the Government Camp. After reach-
ing Government Camp the party
climbed to the snowflelds of Mount
Hood. They returned to Portland the
same day. Those who made the trip
were:

Henry Krturer. Will Lobar. Bllllo Chedler.
Bernle BrelHano, Mr. Maien, Mra. Looney,
Mrs. Adams. Mary Stalling. Mary Elssler.Mary Breatano, Anna Beck. Clara Bode.
Lena Beck. Elisabeth Brentano, Kllzabeth
Spooner, Minerva. Klrkendall, Rose Shedler,
Bertha Shedler, Anna Moor. Edna Smith,
Elsie Shedler.

Grays Harbor Youths to Be Called.
ABERDEEN, Wash., July 6. (Spe-

cial.) Youth's of 21 will be called to
the colors here for the August draft,
according to advices received by the
local exemption board. Orders for the
examination of the new registrants are
now out.

FOR SALE
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Central Oregon Bank Building
Located in Bend, Oregon

Now Leased for 10 Years to the Cen-
tral Oregon Bank.

Most centrally located in Bend. Or.
Extra solid construction, terra cotta.exterior, tile floor, eteam heat, high-
est grade plumbing and lighting fix-
tures, solid brass finish hardware,
heavy "mahogany doors, plate glass
windows; ot concrete walks, or-
namental cluster street lamps.Everything of best quality, new and
modern. Now leased for 10 years to
Central Oregon Bank.

B 347, OREGOMAX.

KTorris'on

WHEAT IMPORTS LARGE

PACIFIC MILLING DIVISION HEAD
RETURNS FROM EAST.

J W. Ganona Receives Assurances
That Northwest Mills Will Have

Protection From Government.

Importations of Australian wheat
into California continue in large vol-
ume and the movement Is likely to run
throughout the Winter.

In past seasons the Pacific Northwest
has shipped Beveral millions of bushels
of wheat to California millers each
year, and large quantities of flour, as
well, have gone south. This trade has
now practically stopped, because o--f the
bringing in of the Australian cereal,
and other arrangements will have to be
made for marketing the Northwestern
crop and the product of the mills here.

J. W. Ganong. chairman of the North
Pacific Coast milling division of the
Food Administration, who has just re
turned from the East, laid the matter '
before Julius Barnes, head of the Orain
Corporation, and pointed out that un-
der this arrangement the only buyer of
flour would be the Government, and the
mills here would have to compete with
the millers of the East and Middle
West.

Assurance was given by Mr. Barnes
that the matter would receive attention
and it is hoped that the flour purchases
by the Government will be sufficient to
keep the mills running and thus pro-
vide stockmen with an adequate supply
of millfeed during the Winter months.

The chairmen of the milling division
have tendered their resignations, which
Mr. Hoover has accepted, and the divi-
sional offices will close on August 1.

My Special .iO and SlOO
Diamond Rlnars Have

Kqual.

Bracelet
Watches

The combination of conven-
ience, utility, beauty and
smartness has made the brace-
let watch indispensable. Mi-

lady can hardly be "in style"
today without one of these
tiny, ever-read-y servants.
In this establishment you may
choose from the most compre-
hensive sock of worth-whil- e

bracelet watches in all the lat-
est and most approved shapes.
Prices range from $15 to $400.

Convenient Terms
Without Extra Charge

Lnrgest Diamond Dealer In Oresron.
334 Washington St., Opp. Owl Drug

Co.

Woodstock
6

IN
ONE

Th Leading Featur of th Lead In
Machine all harmoniously combined
In one handsome New Trouble-- f reo
WritingT Machine of the First Quality

In which you will find your own
favorite feature of your own favor
ice typewriter, and the others beald.ee.
THE WOODSTOCK TYPEWRITER

AGENCY.
304 Oak Street,

mFourth

The operations of the department will
be conducted hereafter by Fred J.
Lingham. who has been appointed chief
or the milling division or the Food Ad-
ministration, with headquarters at New
Tork.

Farewell Given Minister.
LEBANON. Or.. July 6. (Special.)

J. G. MACK & CO.

Overstuffed
Furniture

as produced in our own workshops, is
symbolic of the highest type of furni-
ture made. These pieces are distinctive
in design absolutely dependable in
material and construction.

Expert Service
rendered in the repairing
and refinishing of furniture. We also design
and make new pieces to order.

A joint was tendered Rev.
Frank James last night in the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church by the Lebanon
Home Guards, of which he had been
Captain. Rev. Mr. James left this morn-
ing for Louisville." for service as
chaplain In the Army. Addresses were

by Mayor Underwood, represent-
ing the church, and T. D. O'Brien, on
behalf of the guards.

rrj

Bet. Alder

Many New
and

Beautiful
Pieces

in
Mahogany

W. Childs.

At the End
of the Road

MOTORISTS bound Portland, anticipate
of this hotel the airy outside

rooms, the good food, the hospitality.

Portland folk, too, 'who motor out on Sundays or
afternoons, will theirpleasure by looking
forward to dinner here.

Famous $1 Dinner, 6:15 to 8:15,
dancing; special music Sundays.
Noonday Luncheon week-day- s, 50c

The Portland
--p Richard

reception

Ky,
made

and Morrison

for

increase


