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OVER THERE'" THE MEN IN KHAKI FIND TIME TO WRITE
Water Sports Popular With

Soldiers in France.

George McFaul Says Weather Haa
Been Very Warm Overseas.

A. McFALL, rormerlyGEORGE in the O.-- R. & N offices
as statistician in the traffic depart-
ment. Is now corporal in Company A,
116th Engineers, located at St. Nazaire,
France. He recently cent a most in-

teresting- letter to his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. M. B. McITaul, of 120 East Twelfth
street, as follows:

France, May 22, 1918.
"Dear Family: Just a line before

starting: to work. And speaking of
work, 1 am now chief clerk in the of-
fice at night. Part of my work is mak-
ing statements and answering ques-
tions from 8 o'clock until 11 o'clock in
the evening. The desk part of the
work is one of the bost features, and
being on night shift gives me an op
portunity to go swimming every after-
noon.

"We go out and take a swim and
then do a little running every after
noon. The result is I am feeling fine
and have a good appetite. The weath-
er has been very warm and I am get
ting a fine coat of tan. Jimmy Ritchie
Is still working days but ho thinks he
will probably be transferred to the
night work.

"We have been very busy the past
two weeks as everything is being
rushed so that the United States will
be able to take over her share of the
fighting. I hear from the boys on
other detachments quite frequently
and they all seem to be taking a great
Interest In their work.

"There is a new order out now that
we can tell where we are. So get the
atlas and look up St. Xazaire, my pres
ent residence. It is on the Loire River,
which is quite famous for its beauty.
Though I can't say that I appreciate It,
as the Columbia has it cheated to
death. It will be six months this
week since we last sighted the Statue
of Liberty and I wonder how much
more than elx months it will be before
we eight It again. The time really has
gone fast and so far we haven't any
license to complain.

"Well, enough for today. I must get
In and earn my 11.83 3.

Oregon Soldiers Welcome
News From Home.

Major White Expresses Pride In the
State's Liberty Loan Record.

town news comesHOME the Oregon boys in France,
according to Major George A. White,
now with General Pershing's staff in
France and former Adjutant General
of Oregon, in a letter to Mayor Baker.

His letter, in part. Is as follows:
"I was mighty glad to hear from

jrou and to get the interesting outline
of local affairs and conditions. we
are not very closely in touch with af
fairs at home. The only news is in
letters and clippings contained in let
ters. I am unable to get any home
papers. We do not know to this day,
for example, who has been nominated
Governor, although I feel confident of
what the result must havo been, con
sidering the present public attitude of
mind.

"That news will get here along about
the middle of this month or the first
of July. Newspapers do not appear
to follow a man when he is moving
about and it would be a good idea if
people with relatives in France would
enclose with their letters clippings
from the home papers Ehowlng news
of particular interest.

"Letters invariably reach their des
tination sooner or later. I got one
myself this morning, dated March 8,
which had traveled about so much that
it had to be tied together with a piece
of string. But since I have been mov
ing about a great deal in the last
five weeks, it was inevitable that my
own mall should be delayed.

"Oregon broke into fame with its
last Liberty drive, for I saw an item
In the continental edition of an Eng-
lish newspaper saying that Oregon had
led the charge over the top. It made
me feel more proud than ever of the
state from which I have the privilege
of coming.

"As much depends on the army at
home as on the army afield, as you
know full well. Oregon will look
mighty good to all of us, but I don't
know of anyone who will be ready to
return, or have the slightest yearning
to return, until this job is finished, as
it will be in due time."

Railroader Has No Fear of
German Bullets.

"Whispering Tom" Wilkinson Writes
of Life In France.

Wash., July 6.CENTRALIA. Benedict, Jr., is in re-
ceipt of a letter from "Whispering
Tom" Wilkinson, a former Centralia
railroader and real estate dealer who
enlisted in the Canadian army shortly
after the war broke out. Mr. Wilkin
son, following an Illness, was dis
charged from the service, but has fully
recovered and is now back in the
ranks.

Mr. Wilkinson, who is known to
railroad men all over the Northwest
and who acquired his name of "Whis
pering Tom" as the result of a lost
voice in a railroad wreck while be was
employed as a conductor by the O.--

R. & N., is of the opinion that the end
of the war is in eight.

"It will come suddenly, he writes.
"but before it ends there will be thou
sands of lives snuffed out and thou
sands maimed and disfigured for life.
If I get mine, I am satisfied that I
shall have passed out in a good cause,
and It's a glorious ending. I have
flirted with a violent death for years
and it is fitting that I should be
wedded with such a death at last. My
only hope is that when I go I shall
take a German or two with me."

George Stoney 'Grows Young
in Canadian Army.

Former Orcn-onia- Cop Header la
Tranf erred to Infantry.

in a forestry camp in England,LIFE war workers are getting: out
material for the trenches, is vividly
described by George F. Stoney, for sev-
eral years a copy editor on The Orego-
nlan, and now a memoer of the Cana-
dian army. Mr. Stoney, who just man
aged to squeeze Into --he army on the
top age limit, apparently has found in
military life a fountain of youth.

Writing from Sunningdale, Berks,
England, where he has for several
months been in the forestry camp, Mr.

I Stoney says:
"We landed here last Thursday and

started in at once preliminary training
(Mr. Stoney has Just succeeded in being

I transferred from the forestry to the
Infantry) under a man with 'pep'
enough to make an army of lame men

I walk straight, and under his constant
tongue lashings we are beginning to

I forget we have Just come from the
woods. We had been doing fatigue

I duty planting spuds, helping in the

sawmills, where7 huta are made and do-
ing other such work. So far I have
been touring the world as a guest of
the Government and would be glad to
feel that I could give some return for
the investment. It is a cinch I couldn't
if they left me in the forestry as I was
about as useful there as a stretcher
bearer in the aviation corps.

"This part of England is beautiful
and the past month was perhaps the
best. The rhododendrons are out now
and they grow here in great profusion.
This camp is in Windsor Park and was
beautifully kept until the war started,
so it still shows thaA care was bestowed
on it and a lover of nature could find
something new to admire every minute
if he stayed here 30 days. Then every
tree and hedgerow is the home of sing- -
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TCorporal George A. McFauL I

lng birds and from the break of day
until midnight the song of birds de-
lights the senses end gladdens the
heart.

"I haven't been outside the camp
since my return because I have been
tired enough each night to rest and
Sunday was not a very propitious day.
Besides I was on guard Saturday night
and took it easy. Rut that tired feeling
is just sufficient to take me to bed
early and make me feel like a child.

"I am usually In the blankets by 9:80
and have to get up at first bugle at
5:30, for there is much to do before
breakfast at 6:30. After breakfast we
have an hour of physical training which
is hard on an old rooster like mt, but
I thrive on it and find that I am more
agile than a good many boys of 20, and
when I do feel a kink I just push a lit-
tle harder because 1 feel the benefit isgreater. I expect to come back 10 years
younger than when I left and I wasn't
on the shelf then. I weighed ISO just
before I left Scotland and weighed 120
when I arrived there and I expect to
lose a little here, but may get it back
again.

"The" only sign of war we see is air-
craft by the dozen whizzing around. Our
papers are mere handbills and I get
more news out of The Oregonlan than
all the English papers combined."

French People Courteous to
American Soldiers.

John W. Copper Tells His Mother of
Kindnesses Shown.

RIVER, Or., July t. TheHOOD of the French people and
ther efforts to please the American
soidiers, many of whom are billeted
at their homes, is something that John
N. Copper, former University of Wash-
ington student, will never forget.

In a letter to his mother, Mrs. J. W.
Copper, the young soldier, member ofan engineer regiment, writes:

"Let it be a comfort to you to know
that I am just as well off here as
though I were In some American camp,
except that I am necessarily away
from you.

"I have been in some homes where thehospitality was such that I felt they
were overdoing the thing in an effortto replace in a way what we had left
behind. No more beautiful sentiment
could be expressed than that one by
the unknown French lady who sent
flowers to Comrade Gramps when she
learned that he had died, the bouquet
accompanied by the simple worijs. To
the boy who had to die so far from
home.'

"In one of the homes where I go
here they try to find out how I do
things at home, then have me do it in
the same way here. An amusing inci-
dent the other morning I started to
eat asparagus, then hesitated, to see
hew they did it. We caught each
other waiting and were honest enough
to fess up.' "

French Children Decorate
Graves of Americans.

Earl Hewitt Writes of Failure of
German Gas Attack.

HEWITT is In France withEARL. E, 117th U. S. Engineers.
He is the eon of Mrs. J. H. Murphy, of
606 C street, Vancouver, Wash.

"Two nights ago the Germans sent
us over some nice gas," he writes. "We
did not care much, though, for we put
our gas masks on until it evaporated.
Although it got several of the boys,
most of them are O. X. But we cer-
tainly swore at the Heinies just the
same and tried to think of what we
would do to the next Hun that we met.

"We had memorial service last night
at 8 o'clock at a little cemetery. Sev-
eral American soldiers are burled there.
The French school children decorated
the graves of the French and American
soldiers."
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George Yan Patten, Tillamook,
Or. Boy, Who Has Been As--
aisTaed to Submarine Chaaer. f

Whiff of Portland Roses
Would Please Soldier.

France Looks Beanttful to Edwin
Korene. bnt It Is Sot Home.

KE those Portland roses wouldJ lo-j- and smell mighty good to
us about now," writes Corporal Edwin
Nor en e, from "somewhere in France,
to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. C. J.
Norene, 6440 Eighty-fourt- h street
Southeast. "The weather continues
pleasant and otherwise. Usually the
sky is clear and the air warm, some
times very warm. The flowers In full
bloom, the trees with their green
leaves and the fields of 'green grain
are beautiful under the clear May sky.
By the time this reaches you. Fort- -
land will again be the famous Rose
City and you folks will have quite a
few In your own garden.

"This being Sunday we were free to
sleep as long as we pleased," continues
an Interesting part of his letter. "This
Is something which comes but once
a week, but we had advance informa
tion that the cooks were preparing
bacon and eggs for breakfast and that
was stimulant enough to get us up by
7:30. Ton can always depend upon a
soldier when "eats are to be served.
I guess that is a failing of all of us.
though.

"Bicycle riding is very popular with
the American soldiers, especially on a
holiday, and unless a fellow speaks for
a wheel beforehand he is liable to have
difficulty in renting one. That is whathappened to three or four of us thismorning when we tried to rent some.

""There has been nothing or impor-
tance happening since I last wrote you.
Every day brings work and the days
are much the same, but, of course,
there Is no certainty as to how long
this will last. Just now we are all
well and happy. I am feeling fine,
have a healthy appetite and workevery day. Sounds good, doesn't H7"

French Foresters Have It on
Meat Packers.

Willis G. Corbett Writes of Life
In Service Overseas.

i C REKCII foresters have the meatr packers of the U. S. A. beaten
when it comes to using every part of
their product," writes Willis G. Cor-bit- t.

formerly of the Portland District
Forest Service, now In France with the
Twentieth Engineers. The packers are
said to use all of the pig except the
squeal, but the French use all of thetree, even the bark."

After this pleasantry, Mr. Corbitt de-
scribes some of the things that North-
western foresters are up against in an
interesting letter to A, G. Jackson, of
the U. S. Forest Service.

"We have been on this work for a
little more than three months," he
writes, "and we have had an oppor-
tunity to work In the woods under al-
most every variety of weather condi-
tions. When we first started to work
there was snow on the ground, thetemperature below freezing and we
had a hard time keeping warm on the
job. During March the bright sun-
shiny days cheered us up and we were
glad to be out In the woods. Then
came April with 'beaucoup' rain and
that reminded us of the Spring weather
around Puget Sound. The brush heregets Just as wet as it does at home,
but now we have 'tin pants' and 'stag
shirts' to wear, so we get soaked thor-
oughly. Since the leaves have come
out it is worse than ever and we have
been marking time in place, as it were,
during the worst weather.

"This Job of marking hardwood trees
Is quite interesting work but I doubt if
we will have use for our experience
when we get back to the States, at
least not for several years, unless the
Forest Service adopts the French meth-
ods of forest management.

"It Is quite a sight to see a forest
that has been cut over by French
woodsmen. After they have finished
it looks like a clearing made for a
park, for the stumps are cut flush with
the ground, all branches and twigs
disposed of, most of them being bound
into bundles one or two meters long.
All sticks from three-fourt- hs to five
inches In diameter they saw into cord-woo- d.

Trees over five Inches are used
for railroad ties or lumber.

"In the hotel where we are staying
now there is a fireplace in Bill's room.
and In the evening we start a little
blaze there. It reminds me of the Sum-
mer evenings I have spent in some old
log cabin in the woods where we filled
the room with smoke In order to drive
out the mosquitoes. The people here
usa stove wood very sparingly and I. ,Mrr,.. wnnrio how th.. ,.
enough heat to cook a meal.

"But they do it somehow and the
food is always well cooked and greatly
enjoyed by us. especially after a day's
work of fighting our way through the
brush."

Army Camps Comfortable
an France.

T. I Montelth Writes of Improve-
ment In His Physical Condition.

rp L. MONTEITH, formerly an em-- A

ploye of the Northwest Steel
Company, now "somewhere In France,"
with Company E. 18th Railway Engi-
neers, American expeditionary forces,
in a letter to his mother, Mrs. E. M.
Hendricks, of Gresham, tells, among
other things, how Army life has bene-
fited him physically.

Extracts from the letter follow:
"We all have good camps over here.

We have plenty of clothes, overcoats,
heavy shoes, rubber boots, slickers, oil
hats and underwear. Uncle Sam keeps
us in fine shape.

"What I have seen of France la pret-
ty, but the United States looks better.
We get passes on Sunday, so I get to
see some of the sights.

"We are all getting along fine. I have
to get a size larger trousers the next
time they issue them. I have a pair
from the last Issue that won't meet
around my waist.

"I have Just been eating fruit cake
two months old; also the cookies and
nuts you sent. Gee, but they tasted
good. Swets are scarce here."

Life on Submarine Chasers
Has Plenty of Zip.

George Van Patten Takes Part la
Chasing l"-- Away From the
Atlantic Coast.

VAI PATTEN, the son ofGEORGE Mrs. Charles Van Patten,
of Tillamook, Or., who has been at
tending school In New York and Phila
delphia for the past eight months, sue
cessfully passed the examination for
U. S. engineer, and has been assigned
to a submarine chaser. He is now on
patrol duty in the New York harbor.

"We certainly have had some excit
ing time here with the Germans trying
to get into this coast," he writes. "We

have been out more th.an 200 miles on
the Atlantlo trying to locate them, but
never caught sight of one. But be
lleve me, we had things to defend our-
selves.

"We have been In New London,
Conn., and Bensonhurst 'getting ma-
chinery and have everything ready to
go across as convoys. It was not very
pleasant when we were out at sea for
we had to keep all portholes closed
so as not to show any light, and the
fumes of the gas made three boys sick
and they had to go to the hospital. It
came very near to getting me. There
was not any light on Broadway or
Cony Island for several nights.

Our boats are very small but they
surely can go. We have very strict
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Corporal Edwin ftorene. Who
Longs for Smell of Portland
Rose.

inspection. But I like it all. I do not
know for sure as to when we will go
across, but believe me I am ready to
do my bit to help defeat the Kaiser."

We Are Ever Ready, Writes
Einar TV Pettersen.

Letter to Folks at Home Says Sum-
mer Campaign Opened.

and Mrs. Wllhelm PettersenREV. received an lnteresting'letter
from their son, Einar T. Pettersen, who
is in France. The young man's father
is pastor of Bethlehem Norwegian Lu
theran Church and the family has many
friends who are interested in Einar.

"Well, the Summer's work seems to
have stirted," he writes. "They try to
give us a licking continually, but we
are ever ready and certain to turn their
proud parade Into ragged rout. Never
fear, we will hold them, we will ad
vance and we will conquer. We are
ready any time for the bigger advance
which everybody expects.

"The allies also have a card to play.
General Foch seems to be a patient
man. but there Is a saying 'Beware the
fury of a patient man.' We all have
confidence in him and in One, the great
est of all."

PORTLAND MAN HpMB FROM
ORIENT ON FURLOUGH.
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Caeater Pike.
Chief Pharmacist's Mate Ches-

ter Pike, formerly of Portland,
who has been stationed in the
Orient for the past three months,
was home on furlough last week.
He Is the son of Mrs. E. W. Pike,
1117 Cleveland avenue. He was
originally a member of the Ore-
gon Naval Militia but was trans-
ferred to the National Naval Vo-
lunteers at the declaration of war.

Oregon Cousins Reunited at
Front in France. .

St. Johns Lads Meet on Battle-
field 'After Years of Separation.

W. METER, a St. JohnsRAYMOND recently written his
parents. Mr. and Mrs. Fred A. Meyer,
of this city, that he has met his cousin,
Charles Jarvls. on the battle fields of
France. The two boys especially en-
joyed their reunion after years of sepa
ration. Young Meyer's brother, Rus
sell, graduated with high honors from
James John High School this year.

'We are at the front again," writes
the young soldier, "and we are pretty
busy, but have a good place to etay
a bombproof cellar with electrlo lights.
On my first trip I had a couple of
close calls. The first time a shell land
ed about 100 feet away and burst. The
second time I was In the T. M. C
with shrapnel bursting on all stdea
Pieces came through the roof and
through the back walls. There was a
regular rain of shot at the door.

'We have one regiment in this divi
sion that is certainly making a reputa-
tion for Itself. It has given the Boohes
a beating every time It has clashed
with them."

Thomas Duffy Anxious to
Face Treacherous Hun.

"Mother" Kidder Receives Letter
Filled With Beautiful fkrases.

LETTER teeming with beautiful
L phrases, high literary qualities

and sensible prophecies has been re-
ceived by Ida A. Kidder, librarian of
Oregon Agricultural College, from Priv
ate Thomas P. Duffy, with Company B,
25th Engineers, American Expedition
ary Forces, "Somewhere in France."

Mrs, Kidder and the sender of the
letter are strangers to each other per-
sonally, except through correspondence.
Mra Kidder haa said: "I have read his
letters to his brother and was so much
Interested In his fine mind and beauti-
ful spirit that' I wrote him a letter.
Extracts from his reply follow:

"I need no introduction to you, for I
had heard of 'Mother Kidder long be
fore I ever thought of being in France,
but don't you again dare to call your-
self 'old.' That applies only to people
who have ceased to be Interesting,
who have outlived their usefulness and
are social liabilities, not to such
dynamos of kindness, sympathy and
understanding as you.

"Mother, you never will get old. for
the companionship of your Incorrupti-
ble boys and girls and the Immortals
that live on your bookshelves has en-
dowed you with a personality that de-
fies the march of time, and those boys
I saw In this historic Old World call
you "Mother Let me tell you of It:
One cold night last Fall, at a French
seaport, I came upon a group of your
very own Oregon Agricultural College
boys sitting around a campflre recall-
ing their lives at the 'old school.' They
had left its books, the buildings and
the campus on the shores of anothergreat ocean, but in their hearts and
on their faces they brought a phlloso
phy that is more beautiful than lust of
conquest, more powerful than Us
sword.

"When you spoke of 'the Huns you
used Just the right expression. One
cannot come over hero and see tSem
as they are without being convinced
that this ts a holy war. It had Its
start In politics, but the sickening hor
ror in the wake of the cruel German
armies Instantly made the defense of
humanity the work one of crssaders.
not soldiers.

"These French people Just force
themselves Into our hearts. They are
so courteous and gentle and eo abso
lutely lacking in that fierceness that
we always associate with successful
soldiers that we find It difficult to ac-
count for their military excellence, but
I guess their strength Is behind the
friendly smile. It was they that gave
us the colors of our flag and the
statue of Liberty, the most wonderful
sight I have ever seen.

"Standing right out of the bay. with
her back to America and facing the
east and the greatest tragedy of all
time, with her proud, massive head
towering far above the watery horizon.
with arms held aloft, holding ont to the
forlorn exiles of the world the asylum
of justice and liberty. Illuminated by
millions of candle power of electric
light till she glowed like an incan
descent god. and as her soldiers drop
down the bay on their way to sea they
say good-by- e and pay homage to her,
not In words and cheers, but In awe-bou-

silence.
"I am not where the great battle Is

being fought, but am just as anxious
as the rest of them to get there, and
it Is not Impossible that our wish will
be satisfied. Troops going to the front
always eeem so Impatient to get there
they make one think they are afraid It

ill be over before they get there.
What do you think of this big German
drive? Seems to me as though It were
more a political operation that a mili
tary one. as It is hardly likely the
Kaiser is yet ready to risk the for
tunes of the fatherland on a single
throw of the dice.

"Of course our cause will be vie
torlous, but the immediate balance of
power, if Indeed there Is a balance. Is
so small that It creates a situation In
which probability haa no place for the
present. Would like to tell something
of my part in this great project, but It
concerns a phase that Is strictly 'taboo'
with the censor. It Is constructive In
nature, but, like every other phase, It
has destruction for Its final aim.

"When exercises are over, do yon get
a vacation, or Is your time taken up
with. Summer school work? The ex-
perience your hoys who came over here
as soldiers will get will easily be
worth a couple of years In college to
them, for the very magnitude of these
crashing worlds of sotlon cannot fail
to leave Its Imprint on the broadness
of their vision.

"Here they will, meet the soldiers
from all the seven seas, for France Is
host to a world in arms, and when they
go back they will think and act In
terms of' internationalism rather than
In terms of province. .

"When do you think It will end and
what will be its permanent results?
Looking back on the crimson history
of the past, it seems certain that' the
next movement is always forward, even
the civilization at times appears to be
going from us, and humanity will
yet reach its Utopia, even along the
clgzag highways and byways of arti
fice and chance."

All Declared- - Losers Who
Don't Get Into Army.

Hood River Boy Wrltea"of Great Ad-
vantages Afforded.

RIVER, Or, July 6. SpeIT ciaL) The brief military train
lng that he has had at Camp Lewis,
where he was recently assigned for
duty with a local draft quota, has
caused Hans K. Hoerletn to consider
the young American who fails to get
Into the Army today as a loser.

In a letter Mr. Hoerllen. formerly a
student at Reed College, says:

"We of Hood River who recently ar

rived here are where all new men go.
In the Depot Brigade. For three weeks
we are in quarantine. Here we learnthe rudiments of kitchen police, and
the Sergeants teach the men why
sweeping the barracks floor Is so Im-
portant.

"Here we enjoy the effects of 'shots'
in our arms. Incidentally, we try to
absorb what the officers teach us aboutmilitary drllL

"For those who have had military
drill, as I have, the work is not quite
Bo fearsome, and we take an interest
in helping the fellows along who don't
know how.

"The men who live through this war
and develop their efficiency and per-
sonalities to the uttermost and become
accustomed to command and obedience
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Raymond W. Meyer. Portland Boy
Who Met Cousin tn France

' After Long Separation.

will be back In the civil ranks running
things.

"So it is for those at home to realise
that the reaction from this war will be
as tremendously beneficial to them as
to the men getting experience going
through it. And the experience will be
of the kind that will demonstrate the
need for the dominance of Ideals, the
need for higher morality standards, for
an adherence to the principles religion
stands for.

"Lastly, realize fully that money col
lected for Y. M. C. A. or K. of C huts.
used for soldiers' entertainment. Is well
spent on a great and necessary thing.
These places are always full of men.

"The fact that you people at homeget the letters you want as often as
you want Is because of the facilities
for writing them.. So do not lay down
on the drives for recreation funds.

Allies Spend Large Sums in
Base Improvements.

Major Joseph Jacobs Writes of War
Development tn France.

D. C. Hemny, consulting engineer,
Spalding building, has received an in
teresting letter from Major Joseph
Jacobs, Service Battalion. 609th Engi
neers, American Expeditionary Forces.
Extraots from the letter follow.

"The A. E. F. has established a series
of bases over here, including an Im-
portant port in each base, and In con-
nection with these they have outlined
an amlbitious programme of develop
ment to expedite the movement of men
and munitions from these base ports to
the front. These developments em
brace river and harbor improvements,
installation of enormous railroad yards
aggregating many hundreds of miles of
trackage, construction of warehouses
on a scale heretofore unprecedented.
Installation of many water supply and
sewage systems for forts, hospitals,
etc. and the construction of a series
of fine hospitals extending from near
the battle front to the sea.

"All of this means enormous expendi-
ture, of course, but it will not only
serve our Immediate purposes, but will
be of Immense value to France when
peace again prevails.

"Our present camp is cosmopolitan.
We have American white and colored
troops, about 1000 German prisoners
guarded and worked by a company of
British troops, and among the civilian
labor Frenchmen. Spaniards. Moroccans,
Algerians and Chinese. They are a
polyglot of color, odor, language, etc

"Athletics and excellent services of
the Y. M. C A., with some sort of enter-
tainment every evening, afford the
recreation of the camp.

"The work here la not only formulat-
ed on a magnificent scale, but it is be-
ing pushed with feverish energy and
everyone Is keyed up to the Importance
of the task and the necessity for speed-
ing Its completion. I tell you this so
that you will understand that wo on
this side realize the seriousness of the
situation, the magnitude of the work
before us."
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Jack M. Elliott. Portland Boy. In
Franca Wltk 147th Field

Hutching' Pen Picture of
Front Vivid One.

Portland Boy Puts Real War Tints
In Letter to Brotker.

"Weather mixed: health good; pie
scarce; cigarettes now and then:

mud lots of it" Is how James Hutch-lng- s,

of Company F, Tenth Engineers,
A. E. F., sums up conditions at his
camp near the French front. How a
slx-reel- er helped to break the monotony of fighting also Is told tn an Inter-
esting letter reoelved by his brother,
C. E. Hutchlngs, of 1693 Hartfordstreet.

"War is very different from private
life," the. letter re da. "We don't al-
ways find time to do the things we
wish everything is figured out for us.
We work toward some certain end it
is not for us to ask why. This Is as It
should be.

"Remember the fires we used to run
from at the rock quarry? Multiply
these by ten million add a millionyells let your Imagination run wildput funnels in your ears eo you can
hear more then you'll have some idea
of what's going on over here.

iou spoke of burlna-- llbertv bonds.
Did you know just how much good you
were ooingr it you at home could see
a few of the things that have beendone, you'd dig up all your spare francsand buy bonds or stamps and you'd
be spending your money right whenyou did It.

"I'm an oldtlmer now six months In
the war sone of the foreign kind andwearing a little mark for It proud of
it, too. lou don t know that kind ofpride, but, boys, down lneide of my
icainer vest, aeep a own in my Innerworkings, there Is some pride personalpride for the decorations I'm weartnirand that I worked for.

"I ve seen one pie and a six-re- el rlr- -
tnre show since I lit here. The how ofthe pie is a secret, but the picture
show was the goodness of the Y. M.
C. A- -. and don't tell me that it dldn-- t
eeem good even if It did go blink inu 'ast reel, it s such little thingsor things that used to eeem little thateeem so big, so good, oyer here.

"buch things satisfy the hunter forsomething to change the line of thought' aeems to do witn us always. Itseems to point us toward things thatare or our nomes things that ourcountry's freedom has let us like."

Wonders Are Achieved by
Americans in France.

Engineers More Than Provo Worth.Casual Hard Labor Disappears
and Mighty Cranes Take Places.

A TEAR ago at a certain port In
France there were a few wharfs

approached by a channel capable of
admitting vessels of light draft- - Lead-
ing up to the wharfs were a number
of stub-trac- ks on which ran the tiny
French freight cars, each capable of
holding little more than one of ourlarge motor trucks. At the end of each
track was a turning table, by means
of which track and car would be re-
volved 90 degrees, allowing the loadedcar to bo shoved off to another trackwhere the turn of another table wouldstart it back in the general direction
from which it came.

Vessels which came Into that port
were unloaded In a leisurely manner by
hand labor, were refilled with cargo
and the necessary amount of ballastand their return supply of coal. Thenthey moved out to sea once more.

That was only a few months ago. Onthat same site today there Is a muchdifferent sort of a plant. Instead of afew small wharfs there are now fourgreat docks where 18 heavy cargo ves-
sels may rest at the same time. A
channel leading up to the wharfs anddocks has been deepened by persistentdredging. The docks themselves havebeen completed with the aid of a full-gro-

American piledrlver. which has
Jammed something like SO. 000 piles Intothe soft ooze and furnished a base forthe upper construction work.

There are In various stages of con-
struction 150 warehouses, each 60 by
400 feet, each with concrete floors andsteel walls and roofs so that an avi-ator soaring overhead would see some-thing like S.OOO.OOO square feet of mod-ern metal roofing. The railway tracksare built and operated after the Amer-
ican method, which allows for quickloading and unloading and the speediest
possible departure of trains.

Casual hand labor of 1917 has dis-- .
appeared and haa been replaced by thethunder of mechanical cranes, each onedoing the work of many men and doingit much more effectively From "TheGreat Work of American Railroad Men
In France," In the July Scribner.

Nothing But Victory Can
Jack Elliott See.

Portland Lad Ooses Confidence andPraises French Artillery.

JACK M. ELLIOTT Is In France with
147th Field Artillery. Previous .

to his enlistment he was In the employ
of the' Carman Manufacturing Company,
of this city.

"We have been firing for the lastweek with the French 75 rune." hesays in a recent letter to his motherand sister. "The French surely havesomething to brag about. If anyono
says the French do not know any-
thing about guns, please tell them for
me that they are crazy.

"About two weeks ago we werewearing our overcoats to drill In. Now
we go out In our shirtsleeves and try
to figure out how we can take soma
more clothes off and keep within regu-
lations.

"The paper said that Germany
wanted peace. That Is. a "piece" of theUnited States. Well, she'll get it, butnot in the way that I think she wants
It. She will have a piece of the United
States Army doing guard duty over
Berlin if she Is not careful."

MANY ARE PUT TO WORK
Jane Busiest Month of Public Em--"

ploriuent Bureau.

June was the busiest month thus far'
in the history of the Public Employ-
ment Bureau, conducted In
with the United States Government, ac- -'
cording to a report made publio yes- -'
terday by A. B. Brown, director.

The report shows that 7878 men were
placed In positions during the month.'
10.960 men placed in the shipyards, and
140 sent to the farms.

The labor market, while a little short
of common labor. Is in a healthy con-
dition, according to Mr. Brown. The
Idlers' ordinance has been enforced
and is proving of benefit, he said. Many
men who formerly worked at short Jobsor not at all now hold steady positions.

Farmers' Meeting Arranged.
CASTLE ROCK. Wash., July 6. (Spe-

cial.) The management of the West-
ern Washington experiment station, at'
Puyallup, has invited the farmers of
Cowlitz County snd of neighboring
counties as well to visit the station
July 22. This is an annual event and
one of Interest to the farmera All
the West- Side counties are arranging
for excursions to ths station this


