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ALBANY'S SOLDIER-FEEDIN- G MACHINE
OF HUNGER-SATISFYIN- G INVENTIONS

Linn County Seat's Praises Sung in Every Section by 8000 Recruits Who Have Entered City Hungry and
Full and Contented.

r
rrf. Iipr M3- -

atV """"

"itr-- rr muT-- rritfri

4- --

Lit . c

AboveArmory at Albany, Where Red
Franc I'feiffer, Mrs. H. K. Mason, W. Barker and Fram Pfelffer. Second Row Mrs. J. J. Llndjcren, Henry Mala,
Klsh and T. H. C. Drasfleld. Others Shown In the Group Are Loner Gronp Albany Red Cross Workers.
Some of the Most Active. Shown In the Front Row, Left to Right. Are Sirs. Joseph Ralston, Mrs. Harry Cusick, Mrs.
Mary liilyeu, Mrs. T. U. LelKb, Mrs. Bert Stevens, Mrs. Richard Rodgers, Mrs.
aeer, and Mrs. J. J. Llnda;rcn, Treasurer.

BY ADDISON BENNETT. .

8000 enlisted and drafted
NEARLY the United States Army

north on the South-
ern Pacific Railway since the war be-ca- n,

and all of them have taken a meal
at Albany. So satisfactory has this
service been to the men, the railway
company and the Government that
the word has spread abroad that the
best meals served to the boys on that
treat railway have been of
at Albany. Indeed, one can go further
than that and say that nowhere in the
United States have our new soldier
boys been so well fed as in "The Hub
City," as the Albany people choose to
call their beautiful home town.

How is it done? How is it that the
boys coming north and taking from
four to eight meals while en route

that at aii of the other feed-
ing: stations the meals are, to speak in
the best possible terms, indifferent?
Those are the questions I was sent to
Albany to solve, and after seeing 500
men take dinner there, and going deep-
ly into the ways and means evolved by
those responsible for these meals, I feel
that I can tell the- readers of The Ore-poni-

a story that will be of interest
to every one of them.

First Batch Puzzles Hosts.
When the first message was sent to

the Southern Pacific agent at Albany,
which was when the first train of en-
listed men was coming north last year,
that the boys would take dinner there,
the people, as well as the agent, were
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Cross Activities .Are Conducted. Upper

in a quandary as to how they could
feed 500 men at one time and do the
right thing by themselves and the
travelers. No doubt that same ques-
tion worried the people and the rail-
way agents at hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of American cities. Neither
is there any doubt but that in each of
the cities efforts were made, and in
most are still being made, to treat the
boys right by feeding them well.

But it is believed that only the city
of Albany has thus far solved the prob-
lem to the satisfaction of the citizens,
their visitors and the Government.
Anyhow, the men in the Army, who
ought to know, aver that the Albany
people supply better meals than the
men get at any other place in the coun-
try. By the word "better" I mean to
convey not merely the idea of better
food, but better service in every way
and amid better surroundings.

The Government pays 60 cents a
meal. That is the fixed amount they
pay the railway people and that is the
amount the railway officials turn over
to the purveyors of the meals. It ispretty w;ell known that for 60 centsyou cannot, as a rule, get a good
square meal any place in the United
States. The people of Albany know
that. And the idea occurred to some
of the good people of that town thatthey might mix patriotism with their
labors and their foodstuffs and not
only break even after serving a good
meal, but have a little something left
for Red Cross work.

"Feeding; Machine" Organized.
The first train or two that fed there

perhaps did not get more than the
money's worth, for the Albany people
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were like all others facing the prob
lem But there are a lot of mighty
clever people in Albany, and mighty
patriotic are they. They got together
and evMved "The Albany Red Cross
Soldier Feeding Machine," which is the
greatest machine of the, kind in the
world! The world is a big place and I
have not seen it all, but I think it is
absolutely safe to say that the Albany
feeding machine tops them all.

And right at the very outset let me
say that the Red Cross has benefited
to the extent of over $3000 from the
serving of these meals. Perhaps
ought to have led up to the fact, but
it is really too good to hold back.
wish the reader to know it at the very
outset. Just who the one is that
broached the idea of this machine will
perhaps, always remain a secret. Per
haps the Albany Commercial Club had
something to do with it, perhaps some
of the people in other organizations
and other individuals got the idea, in
a more or less indefinite way. But the
idea crystallized first to the fact that
the men ought to be fed all at once, ina body, and that the meal ought to be
somewhat commensurate with the
service that the men were to render to
their country; that is, first class.

So that brought them to the armory
as the only place where- - a trainload of
men could be served at one time. But
how about dishes, silverware, table
cloths, napkins? Well, in Albany the
Red Cross is blessed by having about
as fine and brainy a lot of women as
can be found in the country, and they
said, suppose we take this up as
body and see if we cannot evolve
way to do the job with credit to the
soldier boys, credit to the city, credl
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to ourselves and still make something
for the Red Cross causer

Perhaps the questions did not come
UD just that way, very likely they were
not debated In that way or solved lust
in that way. But matters came around
in that way. And then it came to a
matter of personnel who will take the
headship? There were two departments
to be taken into consideration, the pre-
paring and the serving.. It was settled
that Mrs. R. E. Mason, the wife of a
wholesale druggist in that city, should
be at the head. But how .about the
chef, the one to see to the preparation
of the food? There is in Albany an
old-tim- e hotel, the Revere House. In
the old stagecoach days this was a fa
mous stopping place, famed for its
good meals and its jolly landlord,
Charles Pfeiffer, and k son of Charles
Pfelffer. Franz Pfelffer. still lives in
Albany, has lived there all of his life,
and has ever been known as a caterer
of the first class.

So. with Mrs. Mason to look after the
serving, Franz Pfeiffer agreed to look
after the cooking, and they have per
fected the machine. I don t mean by
that to take any credit due to dozens
and hundreds of others, but they have
been at the head. They have devoted
time, energy and brains without stint
until they have created a machine that
is grand, superb, unequaled.

Let me now go into the details of
the preparation of the tables. Five
tables were built, each practically the
length of the drill hall of the armory.
And the building, I will say. is not
very far from the Southern Pacific
depot. Each of these tables will seat
very comfortably 100 people, on a
pinch 125 might be wedged in. But,
as a rule, the trains carry from 425 to
500 men. For each- - table Mrs. Mason
appointed a captain, these captains be
ing Mrs. Bert Stevens. Mrs. Harry
Cusick, Mrs. Joe Ralston and Mrs. Dick
Rodgers. Kaclr captain appointed ten
lady assistants, and each assistant se-
lected one Honor Guard girl to assist
In' serving. Then Chef Pfeiffer selected
his kitchen staff, and Mrs. Mason
called' In Mrs. J. J. Llndgren as treas-- .
urer and assistant and appointed Mrs.
Mary Bilyeu to take charge of the des
sert table, with Mrs. T. D. Leigh to as
sist her.

Each Woman Provides for Ten.
Each one of the servers is supposed

to bring to the armory the dishes and
other table service. Including table-
cloth, to serve ten guests, and this is
lived up to to the very letter. So, you
see, with each of the 50 lady servers
bringing dishes, etc., for ten men the
question of service for the 500' is
solved. I might say that the tables
were built of borrowed lumber and the
500 chairs were also borrowed from
different places.

Take a glance at the table set and
awaiting the feeders. There are flow
ers and flowers and more flowers dec-
orating the board. There is Jelly, jams,
preserves, canned fruit, fresh fruit and
pickles galore. By the side of each
plate is a plate of fine salad it was
of tomatoes and lettuce with mayon-
naise the day I was there. On the other
side of each plate is a postal card,
rather a picture card of the armory,
and a two-ce- nt stamp affixed to carry
t through the mail. But I will have

more to say of these cards later on.
Then the vegetables are put in place.

the bread is on the plates, the butter,
cream, filled water glasses all is
ready save the meat, which comes on
steaming hot, just as the line of march
is taken up at the depot. The meat.
as a rule, is the finest of roast beef.
(But I overlooked the soup! At each
meal a fine soup is served, not watery.
mush or sloppy gravy as fine soup
as you will get at any hotel.)

A word about the cooking of the
meats. This is done at the bakery of
H. J. Firchau the Albany Bakery. And
there is a Mrs. Firchau! The Mr. Fir-
chau is of German descent. I was told,
while Mrs. Firchau is a daughter of
Erin! They cook the meats and make
the soup without charge and furnish
the bread at cost, taking back all sur-
plus loaves. I went through their
place and saw the great roasts coming
out of the oven, nearly 300 pounds
of fine beef, as fine as you can get atany hotel. And everything spick andspan. And not a cent of charge! Sure
ly these alien friends of the "sojer"
boys will never be forgotten.

Neighboring; Cities Not Lacking;.
I just begin to realize that I have

had rather too much to say about Al
bany and not enough about Linn Coun-
ty, for all of the fruits and vegetables
come from the country folk or from the
other towns. The preserves, jellies.
pickles, canned goods, etc., come from
Lebanon, Brownsville, Harrisburg, Hal
sey, Shedd and Scio, and some from
the neighboring sections of Benton
County and maybe from Marion and
Polk. And the farmers! Why, bless
my soul, it does me good to think of
the great loads of potatoes, beets, car-
rots and all other vegetables, besides
the thousands of jars of canned goods.
that they bring in! The only things
the- - ladles have to buy are butter,
bread, cream and meat, all other sup
plies come free from the good people
of that section. Pies used to come in
by the gross, but Uncle Sam sat down
on tha pie serving. It is no longer al-
lowed. But do the boys go without
dessert? No. indeed. Mrs. A. J. Milln,
a wealthy Albany lady, said the boys
must have dessert: so she furnishes all
the ice cream needed to give each one
a generous helping, and another and
another if called for. There is no stint
of anything, one of the Red Cross
girls or ladies, in shimmering white
seems ever to be at the side of each
eater to press more and more and more
upon him until the last.

Now, just suppose the boys to the
number of 475 have filed in and are
ready to be seated. " The orchestra
strikes up a patriotic air, the crowd
of citizens in the gallery start a cheer
and the men below Join in until the
roof of the armory is nearly lifted.
They are seated. The music of the or
chestra still goes on. The music of
the knives and forks and the merry
banter of the guests nearly drown it,
but each number is cheered to the
echo. The Globe Theatre orchestra
was the attraction Saturday (June 29).
when I was present. C. H. Burgraff
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TONS OF CHERRIES GO TO WASTE FOR LACK
OF AUTOMOBILES TO TRANSPORT PICKERS

Unless Something Is Done Immediately' to Meet the Situation. Oregon Will Fare a Shortage of Canned Fruit
During the Coming Winter Save Keynote of Nation's Growers.

many men and women of
HOW realize that there will be a

of canned fruit in many
Oregon and Portland homes next Win-
ter? How many know that tons of
cherries have gone to waste within a
few miles of Portland because the pick-
ers available to help save them could
not be furnished transportation to get
to and from orchards?

Those who are diligently striving to
help save as much of the fruit as pos-
sible say these are conditions and not
theories. The situation is a critical
one, when in a condition of shortage
of food of different kinds to, supply
the soldiers of the allied armies the
indifference or lack of understanding
of citizens of Portland should permit
the wastage of a considerable portion
of a crop that would in a degree take
the place of other products that may be
sent to our boys overseas.

Civic Orsanlsatlona Active.
Appeals have been made for several

weeks past to the public through the
civic organizations In the columns of
the newspapers and by personal effort
of patriotic men and women, for cars
to provide cherry pickers for orchards
near Portland. There have been numer-
ous responses from women and girls
who wanted to help through the wom-
en's day service branch of the working
reserve, but who could not leave their
families for a week or two. but of ne
cessity were obliged to be at home for
the evening and morning to care for
children.

It was to obtain the benefit of the
labor offered by workers of this class
that the plans for automobiles to make
the trips twice a day were made. It
was to be a service mutually helpful
to owners of the small orchards and the
pickers, but its greatest value is in
saving the crops for the community.

There are various features In the
situation that many do not comprehend.

acted as chairman. Miss Lura Nicke-so- n

was the orchestra leader. The
chairman, at the conclusion of the
meal, introduced Miss Isabel Young,
who sang "And Everything," with "He
Follows the Girls Around" as an en-

core. Miss Young has a beautiful
voice, her presence is superb and the
cheers she got were straight from the
souls of her audience. ,

Every Entertainer Does Best.
Miss Nickeson followed with a num-

ber on the xylophone, then an encore,
and-surel- she never before had such
a reception. Sh'e ought to remember
it all her life. A pretty high BChool
girl. Miss Lent Tobey. then whistled,
and Mso was encored. She Is but a
lass, but there are mighty few
whistlers In the country to equal her.
The way the boys cheered her was only
equaled by those given Misses Young
and Nickeson.

Then several tried to speak, but as
a rule they did not get very far; their
hearts were too full. It was almost
two hours since they came Into the
armory before they filed out but over
half of them had written something on
his postal and handed it to one of the
girls, telling her. as a rule, to read it
before mailing. I think there will be
no" harm In giving the text from a few
of the 6000 mailed, to date.

"Dear Mamma: Imagine a swell din
ner a", the Palace or St. Francis (San
Francisco) and you will have a good
Idea of what Albany, Or., has just done
for us."

"Folks: Just had a wonderful dinner
and reception at Albany. Or. It seems
to me that the people ol tnis pan oi
Oregon have got my state going a mile
when It comes to showing a proper
spirit of patriotism."

"This is the town that knows how.
They sure have badly beaten all the
other towns In making it nice lor us.

"Dear Girl: Have just had a aanay
dinner at Albany. The best time we
have had since leaving home. tvery
one Is so srooa to us nere, jaiiu
that it fills us full of the spirit to
do things for our country.

"Dear Sam: Yesterday for dinner we
had cow made In 1S49. This morning
we had corn-be- ef hash, and had to use
nose-guar- when we ate it. But here,
in Albany, we took dinner, and it seems
we have cut for a new deal. It was
a. real home-cooke- d

meal, and the way we put It out of
sio-h- was a caution. We will never
forget Albany."

"Five hundred boys sitting down
at a banquet in Albany, and

believe me. it is fine! The hearts and
souls of these people are surely witn
us. California is all right when you
have never been out of it, but I sure
am going to have a place in my heart
after this for Oregon.

"Albany. Finest Place on Globe."
"Albany. Oregon, the finest place and

finest people on the globe, and our
bovs have no doubts or. this question.

"Dear Folks: If you .want service In
Pa whole-heart-j- d way, come to Albany,
Or."

"Albany, best little town on God's
green earth, about being treated
rovall"! That doesn't express It In

this case. A fellow would have to
vork the whole dictionary to fitly ex- -
nress him8elf."

"Dear Sister: This card was given
me bv the Red Cross ladies of Albany,
where we had the best meal we have
had on the road the finest place In
the world. I hate to acknowledge it.
but i it is true, that the people of Al
bany put It all over California when
it comes to treating us niceiy.

"Dear Father: We are sitting at the
table at Albany, Or., having supper,
given by the Red Cross. This is the
picture of the building, and the gal-
lery is just crowded with the people
of the town, who are cheering us. Talk
about service! Nice white table-cloth- s,
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The average owner of a small orchard
Is busy every hour of the day and some
hours of the night. Farm crop condi-
tions are not especially good this year
near Portland and many residents on
small tracts are working for wages. It
leaves the handling of the fruit to the
wife, sometimes with a large famly of
small children to take care of.

In other cases it is the home of old
people who cannot themselves do the
work. Neither can they come to town
and procure help and take it back and
forth. They do not own an automo-
bile to drive for pleasure or business.

Some orchards can be reached by the
city carlines. jut the majority are too
far out. Near the end of the Monta-vill- a

carline there are a number of
orchards. At several of these the peo-
ple said they had turned away lots of
pickers. It was true, and owners of
orchards out two and three miles from
the carlines have had pickers walk out
to help pick cherries and walk back to
the car in, the evening.

More Pickers Are Needed.
But it Is the owners of orchards that

are just a little beyond walking dis-
tance for many pickers, or off of the
principal traveled roads, that are see-
ing cheat les drying up, being picked by
the birds or falling to the ground when
dead ripe and a more than usually gen-
tle breeze shakes the trees.

"Most of the pickers who have gath-
ered our cherries were small boys," said
one woman near Montavllla. "Some of
them only pick three or four pounds,
but I keep plenty of change to pay them
when they get tired. One woman has
been the best picker. She picked 150
pounds the first day she came out here,
and it was the middle of the forenoon
when she started.

"I have too much work to do to pick
cherries: besides, it keeps me busy
weighing for the pickers, checking up
on them and paying them. I am rais

silverware and china, flowers, flowers
everywhere, and everything good to
eat and lots of It, and one waitress for
every five men. We will never forget
this town or its people."

All sitting down at dinner In Al
bany. Tables piled high with every
thing good to eat. Things taste just
like mother had cooked them. Flowers,
fruit, band playing, gallery filled with
enthusiastic people. We have con-
cluded that when we capture Berlin we
will change the name of that burg to
Albany."

"Dear Mumsle: The best feed, the
best treatment, by the nicest people
since we left home at the armory, in
Albany, Or."

I have over 200 of that character.
only the most of them are longer. I
have selected just a few of the short
ones to give the reader an idea of
how the boys appreciate the service
the good ladles of Albany are ren
dering.

Satisfaction Means No Profit.
Perhaps this article will fall Into the

hands of some of the Red i.ross or
other good women of other commun
lties where the boys en route take
their meals, but where they are fed
by eating houses or hotels and con-
sequently fed unsatisfactorily, for the
purveyors, as business individuals, try
to break even a profit is out of the
question if the boys are given enough
to satisfy them. Let the good women
of such towns just take pattern after
Albany. The same thing can be done
anywher. provided the right people
can be had to head the efforts. Per
haps the Albany machine cannot be
Improved upon, likely it cannot be
quite equaled: but the Idea, if carried
out the best the community can, will
be a success wherever tried.

I wanted to say something nice about
Mrs. Mason r the wonderful work
she has done and is still doing. But
she flatly refused to give me the par-
ticulars I wished for the reason that
she feels herself merely as a cog In
the machine. "While I am at the head
of the organization and do my duty the
best I can,"' she remarked, "I am en-

titled to no mora credit than one of
the servers or any other person who
assists to the best of his or her ability.

"I have been most fortunate In mak-
ing my duties exceptionally light and
pleasant, by being surrounded by men
and women who have placed their very
hearts and souls in the work. When
I think that we have had no shirkers,
that there has been no trouble, no fric-
tion of any kind. I feel like saying
that the good people of Albany are
about as good people as can be found
in the world. And I would like to
have you express through The Ore-gonl- an

my thanks to not only those
In Albany who have assisted us by
service or donations, but to the loyal
folks of this section of Oregon. And
remember, that you are to play no
favorites by giving any one person
more credit than any other. Our ma-
chine has many parts, with each part
being just as necessary as any other."

LEADER TO BE SPEAKER

CHAITAIQIA WILL HAVES GREAT
PATRIOTIC RALLY.

Fine Musical Attractions Appear
Programme Arranged for Son

day. July 14.

OREGON CITY, Or., July 6. (Spe-
cial.) Colonel John Leader, formerly
of the Royal Irish Rifles, and at pres-
ent commandant of cne military train- -
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ing a lot of chickens and some ducksand that requires a good deal of my
time. My husband is away all day athis work and cannot help with thework, for he has to go so far to workthat it takes lots of time on the street-
cars."

Fruit Saving; Held Duty.
This illustration of actual condi

tions on one little place of an acre or'
two is but a suggestion of many others.
Orchards where there may be severaldollars worth of fruit, but with no oneto ttke care of it. lack of accommoda-tions to take- - on pickers who wouldremain to pick the whole crop ifsuch pickers could be had. will by forceof circumstances waste their wholefruitage unless every citizen does thepatriotic duty of feeling some respon-
sibility for his brother.

"It is a pleasure and a delight to see
the splendid spirit of a lot of Portlandpeople." said Volva D. Wellcr, directorof the Women's Day Service. "Let mesay. too. that the ones who are re-
sponding best are those whose fami-
lies have been divided by the distance
between Portland and the trainingcamps and Portland and France. Yes.
there is another class that may or may
not be personally connected with the
war busy men and women. It is a
curious fact that those who are busy
doing important work are always theones to be first to respond for a call forextra work.

"The smug citizen who is master of
his or her own time and doesn't have
to work certain fixed hours is the per-
son who should make a little sacrifice
of ease and comfort to help In thisemergency," and there was a decisivesnap in the eyes of Mrs. Weller as she
added:

"I hope the newspapers can do some-
thing to stir that kind of people to a
realization that they owe a duty to thecommunity."

ing camp at the University of Oregon,
will be the official speaker at Chau-
tauqua's big patriotic rally on Sunday.
July 14.

Announcement to this effect was
made by Secretary Thomas A. Burke
today. Indications are that Colonel
Leader's address will be heard by atleast 7000 people. As an added featurefor the afternoon, the Regimental Band
of the Vancouver pruce Division, willgive a big concert at 4 P. M.

With the engagement of the splendid
Vancouver organization. three fine
bands will take an active part In thecoming assembly. Thaviu's Exposition
Band, of San Francisco fame, will give
two concerts on Friday. July 19, and
the New York City Marine Band will
be heard twice on Friday. July 12.

Never in the history of the organiza-
tion has so much attention been paid
to splendid musical attractions. The
Schubert Serenade will also be
heard In stirring patriotic numbers on
the date Colonel Leader is to appear.

The well known Old Soldiers' Fid-
dlers troupe is to be the G. A. R. day
musical feature on Monday, July 15.
The Royal Hawaiian Quintette, theMetropolitan Artists. Fen wick-Newe- ll

Company, the Treble Clef Club and theoriginal Apollo Concert Company are
other prominent musical attractions to
be enjoyed on the big bilL

The morning class work will featuredomestic science demonstrations of war
foods and the use of war substitutes,
in charge of Miss Lorraln Parker, ofthe O. A. C. Extension Division.

Portland Boy Writes of Kino-George'-s

Welcome.
Sergeant Ilea a Seabrook Expects

Six Months' Overseas Chevron.

IN a letter received by Mrs. E. B. Sea-broo- k,

from her son. Sergeant Dean
Seabrook. of Camp Hospital. No. 36,
A. E. F., stationed in England, was
inclosed a copy of a message which
the King of England sent to a group ot
soldiers, welcoming them to England.
The message expressed the wish that
the King might shake the hand of each
member, of the company and wished
them Godspeed on their mission.

"We are entitled soon to a six
months' overseas chevron." says Ser-
geant Seabrook. "It is a gold braid

affali. worn on the left
sleeve about ten inches above the cuff.
The chevron worn on the right sleeve
is a "wound chevron, one for each
wound. We see many of these Tom-
mies here with five or six woundstripes, and still going."

Federal Court Fees Take Big Drop.
YAKIMA. Wash.. July 6. (Special.)
Removal of the records of the office

of the Clerk of the Federal Court here
to his headquarters in Spokane is
threatened because of the small amount
of business transacted through thia of-
fice. Clerk W. H. Hare, of Spokane.-claim- s

that the Yakima office, which
Is on a fee basis, has fallen short of
meeting expenses $300 in the last year.
The office will be closed in any event
during August and after that what
action will be taken has not been de-
cided.

Baker Deputy Resigns Place.
BAKER. Or.. July 6. (Special.) Lee

C. Bell, Deputy County Clerk of Baker
County for the past 15 years, has gone
to Corvallis. where he expects to en-
gage in business. His resignation took
place on July 1 and as yet his suc-
cessor has not been named by County
Clerk Combs. Mr. Bell's father. Rev.
J. R. N. Bell, was for many years pas-
tor of the local Baptist Church and in
recent years has resided in Corvallis.
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