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THE ALDERMAN DEMOTION,

The first officinl step In the plan
to eliminate L. A. Alderman as Super-
fntendent of the FPortland public
schools was taken when the board by
a majority vote demoted him to the
newly created job of head of war
activities. Obviously, the majority hes-
itatod at outright decapitation, elther
through somea falnt regard for the
deconcies or through some notion that
the contract under which the SBuperin-
tendent has bean serving could not
with tmpunity be violeted. Or it may
have been, and probably was, in-
fluenced by both considetations. Pub-
li¢ seatiment, after all, is a little sen-
sitlve on the subject of the schools
and their orderly administration, and
a wish to escape the terms of & formal
undertaking Is not sufficlent Jlegnal
grounds, even for a municipality,

The trouble with the public schools
ts politics—not partisan politios, but
school politles—and factlon, The Su-
perintendent has sought to maintain
himseglf by polities, and ho is the vic-
tim of politics. Perhaps there was no
other way. He would say so, no doubt.
Wao merely state the fact., The results
speak for themselves, and with no un-
certaln volce.
director who has served for
several years on the board, though
not conscecutively, but who Is fa-
miliar with the workings of the school
eystem, has been long opposed to the
retaption of Mr., Alderman. He has
found what seemed to him adequate
rensons for a change. Two other
directors, just elected, mow Jjoin him.
Neo one will say that they have acted
upon information, obtalined from inves-
tigntion and from a matured opinion.
They took the first opportunity to
register thelr purpose to effect a
chang They did what they intended
to do m they were elected. Theay
repras t 2 faction and the interests
and intentions of faction. If they had
waited until another year hnd passed,
and then, at the expiration of the
Alderman contricct, had acted, greator
confidence might have been felt in
the declision,

The Oregonlan has already sald that
the public 1s a little sensitive about
the schools; but toward some of the
manifestations of political and class
activity in the schools it would appear
to be less than even a little sensitive,
It has seon without merlous emotion
or protest the successful progress of
the movement to take real control
from ths board and Superintendent
and plnce it with the teachers., It has
observed a system of life-tenure estab-
lished, making 1t well nigh impossible
to get rid of an inefficlent teacher. It
Lhins suffored politicinns to tamper with
the orgenization, so that the rightful
ultimate authority of the board was
transferraed to another body, and so
that easy changes in personnel of di-
rectors might be made. It has then
been so lttle interested in the man-
agement of the schools that It has
suffersd a small fraction—about 10
per cent—of the electorats to control
school elections. Now tha new poll-
¢les are bearing frult. Probably wa
ehall have a new Superintendent avery
yeur or two, with each new incoming
board,

The Oregonian has had no thought
of maying that it was the duty of the
board to retain Mr. Alderman in-
definitely, or that a falr judgment of
His services might not have lad to his
retirement. It has not for some time
becn at ail sure that a change might
not be beneficial. But it has wanted
tha question fairly and lmpartially de-
termined, and it would have been con-
tent, as the public would lhnave been
content, to accept the declsion of a
board Influenced only by considera-
tions. of the highest =chool service
But It cannot boe pretended that a de-
ciglon thus inspired has now been
maede. What assurance |s offered that
tho cholea of the Alderman successor
will ba detormined by the merit of

One

u‘l appointae?

'he outlook for the schools is die-
quieting. The board can repair the
abvious lnjgst:'\'e done the Superin-
tondent by iis hasty and arbitrary act
in the elgction of a Superintondent
who will have the courago, the inde-
rendence and the experience to assert
himseclf as the real head of the schools.
The system nceds Just such a Superin-
tendent. There Is no other way out
from a decline In efMclency, leading
to downright demoralization.

TEMPORAKY IMMIGRATION.

Thera will be no quarrel with the
Federal authorities for thelr action In
suspending the Immigration laws, as
a war measurs, 50 as to permit entry
of Mexioans seaking employment. The
need of labor, especinlly on the farms,
i recognized, and relaxation of the
regulntions does not extend to Orien-
tala. At the samao time the temporary
character of the sojourn of thease
Meoxicans, admitied without refarence
to the literacy, contract labor and
head tax sections of the immigration
law, is emphasized. Xmployers of
nifons are requirad to deposit a part
of the wages of the immigrant to his
credit In a postal savings bank at the
port of entry, where it will be awvall-
abla to him with interest when he re-
turns home.

Mexican labor Is particularly needead
for the farmas and railroads of the
Southwest. It has been emploved,
particularly on the latter, for some
years, and has given general satisfac-
tion. The movement this year has
been incidentally interesting because
of its revelatlons of German propa-
ganda in our sister republic. Efforts
to obtain laborers, even at high wagsa,
have been retarded by storiea circu-
juted by the Germans that men coming

»

are linble to immediats conscription.

it goes. There are singls states which

alone. It seemns plain that Americans
will be compelled to rely chlefly upon
themselves, and with Isbor's ranks

task will grow constantly. It is recog-
nized that there would be strong oppo-
sition to letting down the bors to Chi-
nese coolies, and to aveold this coursas
pa the only remedy In a dire emer-
gency it will be necessary for all who
ars able to work to do =0 to the limit
of thelr abilities.

WON BY HOBBY HORSES,

One is again rominded that it is
only a pleasant little fiction that Ore-
gon's Initiated laws spring sponta-
neously from the people. An effort
toward more or less spontaneity was
witnessad in behalf of seven measures.
Only two of them received a sufficient
number of signatures. The one worth
most serious consideration falled, It
was an emergency war tax bill, and
without its enactment elther siate war
netivities or the ordinary operations
of state government will be hampered.
It was a bill that can ba enacted only
by vote of the peopl®. The Legisin-
ture is powerless to do mors than sub-
mit it to vote,

Of the two bilis that attained place
on the ballot one voices tha throbbing
theory that notice of tax dellnquency
ought to be porsonal instead of publlc.
The other haos something or other to
do with the scale of charges for pub-
llcation of legal notleces. Prosecution
of a great war does pot distract all of
us from the pleasure of riding a spir-
ited hobby. Some of us Iinsist on
our roecreation. So it happens that n
wealthy citlzen and publisher davoted
his money and energy to initiate a
couple of well-nourished Iideas on
comparatively inconsequential matters
pertalning to advertising. Nobody
else cared a hoot about them.

But the war emergency tax measure
was ditched. Also several doubtful
menasures, but cnas pertaining to lssues
which the people &re really thinking
about met a llke fate. Now the Issue
is 50 acuts regarding war emergsncy
funds that there 1s prospect of either
an extra Legisiative session or a test
of a new law giving the Tax Com-
mission power to submit tax measures.

Initinted measures, inatead of
springing from the peoples, usually
spring from the pocketbook. The paid
potition hawker is an essential to di-
rect legislation. Just as money makes
the mare go, it's money that rocks the
hobby harse. Yet thers are some who
ingist that a Legislature 15 not needed
in a state where the people are thelr
own lawmakers.

MORE WORK FOR AMERICANS.

One of the great revolutions in pub-
lic sentiment brought about by the
war is in the attitude of the English
people toward the Channel tunnel.
Hitherto a storm of opposition has
greeted every suggestion of the kind.
Now they are not only willing but
anxious that it be dug and they wish
to éntrust the job to Americans,

Opposition to the scheme rested on
the Iin=ular position of the country,
which made the sea its best defense,
and traditionul enmity to France,
which has survived from the wuars of
the FPlantagenet EKings and ths war
with Napoleon. Fear of French In-
vasion was revived by the controversy
which grew out of the Britlsh occu-
pation of Egypt ant rival claims In
Cantral Africa. The scheme was first
entertained by Napoleon, but was not
taken up serioualy until 1875, when
a convention between the two govern-
ments was signed, a company was or-
ganized in each country and prellml-
nary work waos begun on each slde.
In 1883 Parilament stopped work as
“not axpedient'” and the project was
not revived till 1913, when Premler
Asquith promised that inquiry should
be resumed, but no decision had been
renched when the wiar broks out
Then efforts to have work resumed
became vigorous, and the change In
public opinion was Indicated by the
resolution of Parliament on August
16, 1917, that the work wnas “not
practicable during the continuance of
the war,” in contrast with the former
decislon that it was “not expediant.'
General ¥. V. Greene In the Yale Re-
view expresses the opinlon that the
only objection of the PBritish govern-
ment is “the diffienity of finding the
money &and the labor,” the French
government having always favored the
yroject.

This change is due to the convic-
tion which the war has forced on the
British people that modern scliencs has
broken down the barriers of their in-
sular defense. BSteam, electricity and
tha internnl combustion engins have
doveloped means of communication by
sen and alr which make thelr “silver
streak’” of amall value as a barrier
agninst Invasion, while It remains a
serlous barrler aguinst common action
with France against an enemy. The
conviction has grown that common
aims have bound BEritain and France
together permanently without regard
to any formal alliance, and that the
phyeical bond should be drawn closer.
Britons now realilse the great service
which the tunnel could have done In
this war. It would have enabled them
to hurry troops to the front with far
greater speed and esafety, would have
roleasad 1,500,000 tons of shipping for
other tasks and would have sat free
o large part of the Navy to hunt the
submarine in other waters.

According to Generzl Greene, men
who are in a position to Jjudge con-
sider it not too late for the tunnel to
be made useful in the war, and it is

capitalists and contractors in this
country, who belleve it Is a job which
Americans can do while the war Is in
progress, and *“is a proper matter for
our Govermment to undertaks, with
the consent, of course, of Great Britain
and France." Engineers, contractors

to place thelr studies at the disposal
of the Government. The cost is esti-
mated at $80,000,000, and it is be-
lleved that the work could be finished
in less than four years; in fact, Gen-
eral Greens thinks it
be buiit in less than three years . . .

the war . . . certainly in time to
be & most !mportant element In re-
building the world after the war."
As to American interest in the proj-
ect, preservation of peace after the
war “will depend for several gensra-
tions to come upon community of ac-
tion between France, Great Britain,
Belgium and the United States" Brit-

and Brindisi and through them with

Ltaly, Our interest in this matier 15

to the United States, even temporarily,

The number of Mexicans thus made
available for work this year cannot be
estimated, but by comparison with the
naed of harvest hands and other labor-
ers it probably is not large. Promise
of 75,000 Porto Ricons, obtained in a
similar manner, is good only so far as

require mora than that many naddi-
tional hands to harvest their wheat

continually depleted by the draft their

being considered by large groups of

and makers of machinery are willing

“may possibly

in time to be a large factor in winning

ain must have direct rail connection
with Belgium in order to put troops
at Liege as quickly as Germany can
put them at Alx; also with Marseilles

not greatly inferior to that of the
other nations concerned. Not only the
Kalser but the Cerman people are
hostila to us. We can preserve our
liberty and Independence @ither “by
maintaining an army and navy not
only greater than those of Germany
and Austria, but greater than thomse
of any combination they can make
aguninst us, or by an alllance with
Great Britain, France and Belgium,*
to which we shall contribute our full
share. Anything which brings them
into closer union is “a distinct advan-
tage to us.” ““The stronger and more
united’, they are. “the more will Ger-
many hesitate to bring on another
war: and 1if she does precipitate an-
other war, the more quickly will they
be able to subdue her™

This demonstration of direct inter-
est of the United States in the Channel
tunnal, 3000 miles from our shores,
shows that modern inventions and the
war have broken down the Insularity
of this country in only less dogree
than that of Britain. An enemy of
duemocracy in any part of the world
is now our enemy, and we can no
longer rest secure in our isolatibn, but
must unite our forces with those of
other democratic nations, and, by help-
ing them to make thelir llberties se-
cure, must make ourselves safe,

A BASEBALL VACATION.

In the Pacific Northwest termina-
tion of professional baseball in mid-
season is apparently not primarily due
to the productive occupations order
of the military authorities. The pub-
lic has temporarily lost interest in it.
But that interest In baseball as base-
ball is not on the wane is plainly dis-
closed by the large attendance at the
Sunday games of rival shipyard teams,
The interest haos shifted from profes-
stonal to amatsur or semi-professional
ball. That and the absorption of the
publie In matters of graver,K conse-
quenca tell the atory.

The casual observer might conclude
that baseball has followed ths soldiers
across the ssax. Wa who have fuiled
to go the customary way read in the
dispatches of games between Army
and Navy and between various mili.
tary units, They are attended by
ereat crowds of American soldiers and
sallors, and the French and the Eng-
lish follow the thromngs. One must
gain the conviction therefrom that
baseball is under only a temporary
eclipse. It is spreading out of its
original bounds, and when it comes
back in this country, as It will, it will
be as a world sport.

It mqulred'uommhlng on the pres-
ent order 10 introduce the game in
England and France. There huve been
world tours by baseball clubs, but
they attracted nothing more than po-
lite attention in places where the game
had not alréndy gained standing. The
public attended out of curiosity and
wondered what it was all about, There
was not much incentive to Inquire.
More of mun essentinl to successfol
bascball than one ordinarily reallzes
Is the enthusiasm of the persons In
grandstand and bleachers. If the most
devout fan will for & moment imagine
himeelf as the only spectator at a
frst-class baseball gnme he may renl-
ize for once that it is not altogether
the science of the gnme that attracts
him.

The BPBritish and French who saw
previous ganmes were isolated. They
did not understand the sclentific as-
pects and there was not enough en-
thusiasm about them to make them
wish to understand. Now they attend
in company with a yelling, joyous
crowd of transplanted Americana.
Enthusinam {s contagious. It is one
infection that man wants to oatoh.
Without reasoning it out, probably, the
Englishman or the Frenchman feels
that whatever interests a crowd of
other persons so amazingly must be
worth while. So they are learning
baseball., After a while their boyas will
be playing it and then it will have been
established.

As for ourselves, we shall probably
be content with baseball as a holiday
luxury rather than a dally ration dur-
ing the remainder of the war., There
is work that must be dons else the
Nation perish, Recreation is essential,
but it 1s not wholly seemly that ath-
letic young men should be cavorting
in pleasure parks for pay when fight-
ing 1s to be done and ships are to be
built.

“RAD MEN" NOT 600D SOLDIERS,

The somewhat common notion that
“bad men"” make good soldiers be-
causes, presumably, they llke to fight
and possess nerve, has failed to ob-
taln confirmation from the experience
of the American Army in the present
war. It is belng made plain that the
kind of courage and intelligence
which are required of a soldier ars
of the highest type. The so-called
tough s most frequently only a bully.
If he chances to ba superior to his
neighbors Iin physical astrength he
makes the most of it, but hes does not
stand thoe test in tight placea, Hiz
lack of moral stamina s fatal to hise
success as a real fighting man.

Major-Genernl Charles H. Martin,
commandant of ons of the American
training camps, emphasized this fact
recently in a righteous burst of in-
dignation asgainst the action of cer-
tain judges who have offered crimi-
nals their cholce between golng to
prison and Jjoining the Army. The
problem in a slightly different form
is not unfamiliar. A few years ago it
was the practice of some courts to
require enlistment in the Navy as o
condition of mitigation of senteance.
High officials of the Navy Department
put an effectunl check on the practice
by refusing to accept recruits of bad
moral character. The Army s now
endeavoring to show that it is neither
a reform school nor a place of pun-
tshment. Service, whether as a vol-
unteer or under the draft, is an honor,
not to be sullied by putting it on a
plans with a prison sentence. While
n prison record may not enable &
man to escape service to the Nation,
it is belng recognized that epeclal pro-
visien should be made by which the
normally moral shall not be con-
taminated by evil company.

There s, however, an even more
important reason why the criminal is
worse than worthless on the fighting
line, mnd this i= that In ths light of
modern psychological study he is now
seen to be mentally deficlent in some
WARY. The man who dsllberately
chooses the crooked path when the
straight one lies before him, In the
face of all ths evidence that moral
rectitude actusally “paya” is deficlent
in reasoning powers. And war has
becoms & highly sclentific institution.
Iiliterates, even of good moral char-
acter, are at a disadvantage, and
there is little room for the moron,
who not only lmperils himself by his
lack of intelligonce, but may imperil
the safety of his squad or platoon.

It is necessary for a good soldler
to comprehend the spirit and pur-
poass of discipline, and while the
pecrets of grand strategy are not re-
vealed to him he should understand
tho importance of implicit obedience
en the part of himself and his unit
| The principles of sanitation, of camou-

flage, of scientific marksmanship and
of thes scores of technlcal perform-
ance in the every-day life of the sol-
dier require a degree of intelligence
now regarded as incompatible with a
deliberately chosen criminal career.

"A regiment of ex-conyicts" suys
General Martin, ““would please no one
more than it would please the enemy.”
The statement evidently is meant to
apply to the dofinitely “criminal class ™
and not to ths wvictim of temPtation
who has pald the penalty and evinced
a sincere desire to reform, but it con-
tains a sound prineiple In tha sense
which General Martin meant to con-
vey. If thugs and coafirmed ecrimi-
nals are to be employed In any ca-
pacity in winning the war, thelr work
will be far behind the front The
honor of the firlng lina s not for
them.

A ROSE BY ANOTHER NAME.

The effort to change the names of
all roses and other flowers now bear-
ing Germano names, Inaugurated by
an Eastern floricultural club, was to
have been expected, but it will be con-
sidered with caution, if it is consid-
ered at all, by enthusiasts who have
had experience with the many frauds
which were practiced before the pres-
ent system of nomencl re was sta-
bilized., Rosarians In muculm' now.
have a rather elaborats plece of ma-
chinery by which names are fixed and
opportunities for swindling by the use
of false names are minimized. Heturn
to anarchy In the naming of flowers
would ba highly undesirable.

It is proposed, for example, to rid
our rosa gardens of a hateful reminder
of Prussian kultur by changing the
namsa of the Kalserin Augusta Vie-
torin rose to Edith Cawell, the Fran
Karl Druschki to Lusitania, the Gruas
an Teplitz to President Wilson, and
s0 on. Perhaps It will succeed, but
there are difficulties. The present
names havae been saccepted by the
growers of many countries, and 1t will
require acceptance by all of them to
fix the new designations,

The frauds perpetrated by irrespon-
sible nurserymen, in the sale of non-
standard roses, have run Iinto enor-
mous sums. The business of growing
flowers Is a world Industry, and any
movement for a change of names
would require International trade ap-
proval. Somehow the result that would
be accomplished does not seam to be
worth the great labor required. We
can think of many channels In which
the same amount of expended energy
would do more toward winning the
War.

CHURCH UNITY AFTER THE WAR.

It would not be surprising If the
soldlers now in the trenches and in
training should develop o mighty In-
fluenco in the settlement of the issue
of church unity, which has claimed
increasing attention in recant ysars.
While the statement that “the soldiers
have abolished sectarianism' may be
too sweeplng, and at least premature,
there is evidence that the spirit of
co-operation has joined with the de-
mand for abolitlon of non-essen-
tials in & way altogether favorable to
the plans of the church unionists. For
the war has taught the need of co-
operation in order to do efficlent worlk.
The mistakes of the allles at the out-
set which have been traced to Ilack
of co-ordination have not been with-
out thelir lesson for those engaged in
non-military endeavors.

There I8, for example, the testimony
of leadears of the Knights of Colum-
bus, returning from France, that the
greatest feature of the war rellef work
in France Is the hearty co-operation
of the members of all denominations
The statement that where the Y. M.
C. A. and the Red Cross have lacked
facilitles in certaln Inatancea they
have been cheerfully alded by the
Knights of Columbus, and that this
assistance has been freely reciprocated
where the Knights needed it is more
than commonly signifcant. Tha Sal-
vation Army and the Church Army
have been co-operating in the same
manner. French and American Cath-
olies have been drawn together more
closely than ever. Welfare workers
in every department of the service
seem to agree that, even If the sol-
diers have not actually “abolished
sectarianism,’”” they at least are com-
ing to disregard it. And an excellent
example of the possibilities of ulti-
mate reduction of the number of de-
nominations is being furnished by the
actunl co-operation of all forces where
the desire to be helpful has been so
strong as to overcoma the selfishness
of individuals, It is hardly possible
for a normal individual to work long
in the midst of such suffering as is
being imposed upon the world by the
Hun without experiencing a modifiea-
tion of his own ego. The workers
themselves, ns well as the soldiers,
will be readier for the change as the
result of what they have seen.

It is not expected that a definite
plan of churchunion will be formu-
lated within the sound of the cannon's
roar, but it is not important, perhaps,
that thils should be done. The easen-
tial preliminary is growth of the spirit
of concesslon, of recognition of the
point of view of others, and particu-
lnrly of strong deslre that the change
should take place. At the same time
only the extreme visionaries predict,
or e¢ven desire, thgt there shall be &
grand amalgnmation of all religions
into a single denomination. But the
number of denominations of the
Christian ehurch in the United States
is now officially recorded by the census
tankers as 201, which does not take
account of a few more sects of minute
numerical importance, and there is
quite gencral sgreement that 201 de-
nominations are too many; at least
150 too many, perhaps more. The
problem s familiar enough to almost
every community. The multiplicity
of inefficient churches, sometimes of
one denomination and sometimes of
another, has long been a source of
grave concern to thoughtful religious
people.

Heav. Willlam A. Cameron, pastor of
a2 Toronto Baptist church, who has
returned from France, where he
served as chaplain with the rank of
Captain, Is ona of many who have
been Impressed by the part played by
the war in preparing the ground for
the coming reform. He is quoted by
the Boston Transcript as saying:

The ﬂut lmgrumn I sained in Eurog
was that of the -ph‘uw mhlu? -
soldiara, The great war is umn1
out qualities which the men FoasoRn 1
along, but which the church has mnever
able te ecall forth, . . Buffering and
sacrifice are reveallng greatness of char-
acter and m:ltln.{ ths saldlers rellgloualy.
There is a cemaniing. of the P 1 of God
that you haven't sesn in other p
nominations have besan vﬂeuull
away and the Y. M O, A, has play =
part in bringing this ebout. .
¥you worry sbout the cleanness of your WL

Death, suffering and sacrifice may
accomplish that which all the yeara
of peace falled to bring about. Pos-
=ible nearness of death undoubtedly
provokes reflection ypen the distine-
tion between essentlals and non-essen-
tials, but there is an sven more pow-
erful influence, and that is human
sympathy. Undoubtadiy-thers will be
better understanding of one another

hxmbnmptqu:agt_mu;m

wipaﬂ.

tolerance of the other man's point of
view. It must have been discoversd
by this time by n good many soidiers
who inherited thelr prejudices that
representatives of other denomina-
tions have neither hoofs, horns nor
tails, This enlightening experience,
and the respect born of mutual sac-
rificea and common suffering, already
are bearing fruit.

Only an over-optimist would wven-
ture the prediction that there will ba
no further discussion of the legitimate
fresdom of the prophetic ministry, or
of Willlam Jennings Bryan's proposal
that the Presbyterian church create
& body of members whom he would
call “counsecllors™ and who would cor-
respond to the bishops of some other
danominations, or of matters of church
property. Buch discussions are still
to be expected and they are quite
likely to ba proloaged, but there are
encouraging signs that they will be
conducted in a different spirit than
formerly proevalled and finally will be
decided before the bar of n changed
public opinion. Ir it only results in a
substantial simplification of the com-
plex denomipational situation, it will
be worth while. It is plain enough
that 201 denominations are too many,
but the precise number to which they
shall be reduced, in order that ecM-
clency shall, be promoted while
“healthy competition” 1s not wholly
stifled, is relatively unimportant. It
is enough to know that the movement
is well under way, and safe to predict
that our soldlers and other war work-
era will have a good deal to say as to
how it Is decided.

ALI-YEAR SCHOOLS.

In an analysis of the results mno-
complished by the all-year school in
districts where the method has been
adopted, W. E. Deffenbaugh, of the
United States Bureau of Education,
mnkes out a strong case in favor of
the practically continuous term. The
subject is particulnrly interesting at
this time because of the increasing
serlousness with which the subject of
education In general is belng consid-
ered, and because thers is a quite
widespread demand that boys and
girls shall make the best possible use
of their precious school ysars.

Commissloner Claxton has pointed
out that after deducting holldays, tho
annunal school term In most of the
American cities s not more than 180
days. This may be above the aver-
age, for in many citles and towns the
term Is considerably shorter, and in
few cities is |t longer. It means that
“children who are never absent attend
school less than half the days of the
year, a little more than one hour In
ton.”” It was not always so, as many
persons atill living can testify from
thelr own experience. A generation
or two ago not only the school day
but the school year was longer in
those districts which could afford to
pay for them, and this condition still
prevalléd in most other countries in
the normal times preceding the out-
break of the war. Mr. Deffenbaugh
remarks that in the early days of the
city school systems thelr sessions con-
tinued practically the entira year
round. Vacations, he ohserves, waoare
short and holidays were faw. He ndds:

The prevalllng custom was to divide the
school year into four terma of twelve weeks
each, with a vacstion of a week at ths end
af each term. In some cities all the vacu-
ton camas In Summer, with the excaption
of about a week at Christmas, That plan
found favor and extended within a few
years to all the cities. The Bummer wacn-
tion was sxtended gradually, uscaily about
A wealt at a tlma.

About half a century ago the com-
mon school holldays, in addition to
Christmas and New Years, which fell
in vacation time, wers Saturday and
Thanksgiving, and sometimes Mayday
and the Fourth of July. The underly-
ing reason for the gradual extension
of the Summer vacation period is not
plain. It may have been related to the
notion that study is especially difficuls
in the Summmer, but a considerable
proportion of the pupils, especially in
the larger citles, were more comfort-
able in tha schoolroom than In the
paved stroets during the heated term.
The "“holiday spirit"” was Intensified
at the same time, as the results show.
A comparison of the length of term
and dally sesslons in eleven of the
principal cities of the United Statos
in 1841 or thereabouts and at present
shows that the number of hours has
been reduced from six or seven to five,
ardfd term from forty-eight or forty-
nine weeks _to from 175 to about 160
days.

Mr. Deffenbaough saye that the re-
duction In schoel time has come S0
gradually that the extent of it Is not
realized and s rarely discussed.
Nevertheless, there has recently been
& revival of interest in the subject.
Thosa citles which have sought to
palliata the situation by conducting
vacation schools for a faw weeks,
“principally to keep children off the
streets and to supervise thelir play,”
have not struck at the root of the
matter. The Bummer sessions de-
signed to ald children who have falled
to make up thelr deficiencies have had
s more definite purposs, but have not
affected the general principle. Ap-
parently it was many years before the
schools opened primarily for the pur-
pose of keeping children off the
strect began to Impress educators with
the chlef benefits they were confer-
ring in the form of greater continuity
and a definitely shortened period of
total attendanca before graduation.

The survey also reveals the fallacy
of the old contention that the health
of pupils required long wvacations.
Curiously enough, thi= did not seem to
apply to youths who left achool to go
to work, for the vacations began to
be extanded befors child labor laws
were framed, Reports from & large
number of superintendents, according
to Mr. Deffenbaugh. indicated that
the health of children attending
school In the Summer was not in-
jured, but improved. It was found,
incldentally, that the danger from
contagious diseases was less in Sum-
mer In a school bullding with It=
natural ventilation than in Winter
when bulldings were heated by artifi-
clal means. Mr, Deffenbaugh fnds
that, In the larger cities, the health
of the puplls is better cared for upon
ths whole in schogol than out. This
condition probably would not prevall
where children uniformly went to the
country for thelr vacations, and 1t will
not prevail as to the members of the
boys’ working reserves now enlisted
for war work, but thea survey Is meant
to cover normal conditions. As to
the effect of continuous mental work
upon the mental health of the chil-
dren, the opinion of Dr. Dana, pro-
fessor of mental diseases at Cornell,
is cited to the effect that “what passes
for mental fatigue i= for the most
part due to such causes as poor ven-
tilation, poor bodily nourishment, etc.,
and that American children ean stand
more school work in the course of a
year without injory to health.”

Financial objections have becn fore-
seen by Mr. Deffenbaugh, who Is pre-
pared with data to meect them. The
tezcher, of. course, recelves propor-
tionate additional pay where the
jonger term prevalls, and he finds that
with few mqgnon- they de mnot op-

posa the change to a work-year based
upon wvacations similar to those en-
Joyed by membeoers of other profes-
sions. Statistics compiled by school
authorities show that the average
number of days lost by illness “has
been actually less for the all-year
teachers than for those taking the
long wvaecation.” No reason is given,
but =tatistics are more than usually
aloquent in this Instance. It is not
uncommon, however, for teachers im-
bued with love of thelr work to be
“giad wvacation'is over,” and to wel-|
comea Iabor as a blessed rellef. But|
sven the nddluonn] pay of teachers|
does not work out as an additionai |
expense In the education of the youth-
ful population. If the all-year school
does enabls the pupll to gain time to
do elght years' work in six years it
would appear that an actual saving
would be made.

One superintendent quoted by Mr,
Deffenbaugh says that an addiglonal
reason for the change is that a much

way through high school by the umc'
they reached the compulsory educa- |
tion age limit, and that having gone|
part way, the chances would be
greater that they wounld complete the |
course. And since the average wage
of high schoo! graduates !s consider- |
ably higher than the average wage of |
eighth-grade graduates, getting more |
puplls through high school would im-
prove the economic condition of the
body of the people, and would be jus-
tifiled, exen If it wers not accomplished
without additional expenso.

The difficulty of defining precisely
what constitutes a non-essentinl in-
dustry in wartimes is lllustrated by the
position of importance which tha piano
has suddonly attained os a ligquidator
of war debts, General Poershing hns
been buying mules for the Army In
France and also woolen blankets from
Spaninrds, thereby conserving time
and also cargo space which would be
required to transport them across the
Atlantic, but meanwhile the improved
economic condftion of Spaln as a re-
sult of the war has created a heavy
demand for musical Instrumenta, ap-
parently unchecked even by enormous
prices. A further complication shows
the Intricacy of the problem. There
is an embargo upon the export of
wool, and a small amount of wool is
utilized in the manufacturs of plano
actions. This required a special rul-
ing relaxing the regulations, for nl-
though the quantity of wool is neg-
ligible It was necessary that a dan-
gerous precedent should bhe avolded.
Exchange of pianos for less melodious
mules, however, has given general
satisfaction.

The common bellef that death 1s the
inevitable end of aviatora who risa to
be “aces' If they only continue In
thelr risky businesa long enough, has
prompted the suggestion that after o
certalin number of victories thess men
be retired with honor and not per-
mitted to go on until fate overinkes
them. But the plan takes for granted
the Inevitableness of death, which is
refuted by the statistics, and it also
fails to take account of the feelingn
of the aces themselves, who doubtiess
would be among the Iast to sanction
it. Provislon I= already made for re-
tirement with full honor of aviators
who have scquitted themselves with
credit but who feel that they have
lost thelr “nerve,” and np one thinks
lesa of those who avall themselves of
the privilege, but for a sucocessful one,
in full posseasion of all his flying
faculties, to forego the exclitament of
Just one more go at the enemy would
be almost unthinkable, The issus for
the present is safe in the hands of the
aviators themeslves,

A world baseball leagus will be the
next thing In the sporting llne with
the presidents of the republics (there
will be no more Kings) pltching the
first ball in each country and calling
upon the World Court to declde
which of them shall piteh the first
ball in the clinmplonship serles be-
tween continental leagues., The next
thing will be a world's riveting league.

Lawbreaking is hard to find In the
sale of whisky which was 99 per cent
water. The llquor was & lawfal drink
and the buyers broke no law, though
they intended to, Was it a érime for
the Hakers to represent that a lawlul
commeodity was an unlawful ons, when
the truth of their statements would
have outlawed the whole transaction?
Leat the lawynrs nrgue it out.

The death of Sultan Mohammed V
will make practically no difference in
Turkey, for he has heen a mere
dummy, tha actual rulers belng the
arch-murderers, Enver and Talaat
Poashas, who In turn did the bidding
of Germany. If the allles should ever
anter Constantinopls, nothing but a
wholesals hanging of suoch men ahould
satisfy them.

Jacoh Schiff six years ago Eave
$100,000 to Cornell University for the
promotion of studles in German cul-
ture. In view of events since that
time he has asked the trustees of the
fund to substitute the word “human*
for “German."” They are not the same
thing.

Whatever we decide upon as to the
extension of the draft ages, 1t will not
be based upon what the Germans may
think about It. Thoss who are well
informed know by this time that we
are in the war to win, and the others
do not count.

A yoar In jall and A fine of §6000
for n Seattla bootlegger ought to give
food for reflection to the fellows who
still insist that “you can get all the
boome you want in dry territory If you
only know where to look for It."

Roumania is “ready to ratify agree-
ments with the central powers,” ac-
cording to the news reporis. And she
will be a good deal readler to nnratify
them after ceriunin events have come
to puss on the western front

It Is surprising how maAany persons
are getting slong comfortably on their
1.6 ounces of sugar & day. There are
a good many things one can do If one
has a mind to do them.

It must be mighty discouraging to
Hindesburg, just as he was preparing
for a renewal of his drive, to find that
Foch is preparing to put the shosa on
the other foot.

Noon prayers aro a good thing, but
the most effective ones are thoss of
the righteous. A season of prepara-
tion might not be out of order for
some of us. -

With Uncie S8am growing slsal grass
in Hawali, the sisal barons of Yucatan
would better beware lest they kil
the goose that lays their golden egm.

The Fourth of July fire record sug-
gesta that the pro-Germans also ceale-
brated the day in their own peculiar
WAy,

With Oregon Poets.

TIME'S MEMORIAL.

Ar the mother of days—meek Aurora,
on m night of the long,. long ago,
Eadly thought of her chlldren. depart-

ed, and made ready for people below.
Her latest-born gift of the Light Hours,

for use or abuse at their will,
A volce sofly whispered above
when all was silent and stilL

her,

Most re\‘renny bant she to listen, "twas
the Groat Creator that spake:

"I have reaved on the hilis sternal a
tribute to Time for rour sake;

I pondered long on its placing,
there! in the Golden West!

A tablet of pearl to the mem'ry of your
day-children, passed into rest™

‘tis

Then again, for a time, all was ailent,
till the Sun God came Into view;

From the arms of the pleanding Aurora,
her Infant malden he drew;

| And on the Young Day's features his
larger numbaer of pupils would be part |

radiant brighthess gleamed
TIN by her reflected brilllance the
awakening world, golden, beamed

Now Apollo's a tremcherous monsisr. &
murd'rous villain is he,

Who destroys evoary child of that moth-
or, no matter how swiftly thay floe

As they steadily sllp towards evening,
and the light from thelr eyes nlowly
faden,

He inflicts the wound with shaft gold-
en—they're Eternity—thosa preclous
Days!

The while he In slowly
hide himself in the sea,
Ha bathes all the scene round about
him, ev'ry hill, ev'ry forest and lea
In the gore from his victim ocutpouring
from the tip of that tablet so falr
To the sands of the beach and the
ocean just to remind us hie's there

receding, to

Then Night. so complacent and sooth-
ing, begine her dark veil to unfurl;

And, while the world Is asleeping, with

her dews gently cleanses tha pearl.
the morn, when Aurora awakens

and again to thse world kindly glivens

Her offapring of Light and the Hours,
no sign of the tragedy lives.

In

For look. where the Creator placed it
O, ages and ages long past!

Falr reminder of Time and Htern'ty, a
gem ‘galnst the deep bluensass wvast.

In the heart of the Cascades Mountains
this immacuinte whiteness has stood

Defying the storm and the tempest, wa
earth-dwaeallers call It Mount Hood.

Bhould we not, O people of Oregon. to
tha God of all gods give great pralse

For the gift to our stats of this snow-
mount and for Aurcora, goodmother
of Days,

Who gives us the light to behold f{t,
wrapt in magnificence r™mare,

A faust for the soul tuned to Nature, as
it rests so majeatic’ly there?

EDITH J. PERNOT,
FPortiand, Or.

TO YOu.

What if the days are dark and drear,
And cloud-mists ecrowd the nky:
What If the vagrant winds blow hard,

No reason that you should sigh.
The life you llve ench day apart
Is that of the supreme test
To learn and know at the closing hour
You cheerfully did your best.

What of the storshouss of planty,
Hoarded by scheming hands?

What of the million nungry moutha,
Throughout the far-atretched Iands?

The grim-waste path you are treading
Is a finger of bated scorn,

Shadowing lives once happy.
Crushing the tender born.

What will you aay when tha tims comes
And the question is put up to youl
TWill you hang your head, not anawer,
Say—what are you going to do?
The ruat on your gold and silver
is caused by the cotuntissa tenrs,
Forever a withean agalnst you
Throughout the chalning years

What if the nights are centuries long
Walt till the gold dawn breaks,
What If the birds refuse to sing,
Noe reason the heart ahould ache.
The smiles that are glven in sarnesih
neas,
Through tractiess woods of life,
Sink to the depths of the hopeless soul,
Unalded, alone with strife.

What will you say, I wander,
When ths gueation Is put up te you?
Will you cry for the rocks to hids you?
Say, what are you going to do?
Get busy and know ths meaning
Of God and his Infinits plan;
Crush the greed that ls in you,
And learn to be & Man,
—HELEN WAY-CRAWFORID.
Springfleld, Or.
—,—
PE A BILLTKEN,
billiken!- Smille and say,
but I'm feellng fine today!™
SBalute your friend as you're passing
by, glve him a wink that's desp
and sly,
if to may
goe,
stills”
Speak of the sunshine and the flowesrs,
tell how you love all the pasming
hours;
Etrive to belleve it when you say “Ges,
but I'm feeling fine today!™
Ba a blillken!

Be a

An but—

iiving

“It's & secreat,
I'm glad that

B,
I'm

Ba a billiken!
though
small;

Muster n smile when you go to work
and sos how the muscles try to
ghirk!

Proves right away you're & cradb and
can't! Proves your hablit of rall
and rant!

Lay off the grouch and put on a grin!

Iose no time, for delay Is sini

l-ig interast tn every way, this—

“Ges, but I'm feellng fine to-

day!"

Be a billiken!

Smils at
your capita

Start,

alll
1 mighty

Pays

billiken! Try It out! Get
grip on your fret and doubt;
Nothing helps 1llke a cherry look—
boetter reading than any book;
Tells & atory that all may share, glves
the gaff to our carking care;
Helps hoth you and Your friends to
say, “Ges, but I'm feesling fine
today!l™
8o—bs a biillken!
—GRACE E HALL

—_—
WHAT THE LADS ARE FIGHTING FOR

Be n a

The otars on Glory were gleaming, the

bugles mounding so gay,

banners hrightly were streaming,

as the laddies marched away;

Though hearts were aching with sad-
ness, as they were marching
along

We waved them gresting of gladness
and cheered as thay sang this
sOngE.

The

“Oh, 1t’s not for gain or glory, we're
marching away o wWar,

*Tis the mothers, sisters, sweethearts,
the lada are fighting for:

*Tis for them we follow Glory, far mcrose
the ocvean foam,

"Tis for them that wa ara fighting, and
for dear old homs, sweet home”

“Cheer up, mother, aister, swestheart,
though our going bringe you pain,

Koep the homs fires brightly burning,
‘t111 the boys return again:

Send to us a cheery message, far across
the ocean foam,

To chu-r us whils we're fighting for

sar old heme, ;:m home.™
B.




