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SALEM.

The Oregounian had a reference the
other day to a proposed reunion of
former residents of Salem, to bs held
next Saturday, June 29, at that city.
It gave credit as inspiration for the
affalr Lo a compilation in The Ore-
gonian a yvear or two ago, by the late
Eimer E. Mallory, of former male resi-
dents of the capital ecity for the decade
of 1580-90. Let us modestly disclaim
now any such important volece in so
interesting an event, though assigning
1o ¥r. Mallory all his due. It was a
remarkable feat, being both a demon-
stration of the power of memory and
an expression of friendly interest and
sentiment toward individuals and com-
munity. Tha llst Included several
hundred persons, and gave a record
of their present whereabouts, g0 far as
they could be traced. Many are dead.
But of the living, it Is noteworthy that
the great majority are no longer at
Salem, having sought other flelda.
This Is no reflection at all on Salem,
but it is the natural and usual phe-
nomenon of the changing years, espe-
cinlly with the American people, whose
habit from generantion to generation it
is to seek new homes. The drift, too,
is inevitably from the smaller places
to the Ilnrger. It is probably true that
there were more names in tha Mal-
lory roster now belonging to Portland
than to Sulem.,

It is fitting that there should be a
home-coming day at Salem, or in its
guitable time at any other place. Yet
it may be sald, without invidious in<
tent, that Salem has more of historic
and, perhaps, of romantic interest to
offer to 1ts sons and daughters than
most citiee of the Paclfic Northwest.
For at Salem, or thereabouts, is the
seat of the earliest permanent Ameri-
eun settlement, and the beginnings of
tha irresistible movement that as-
sured the permanesncy of the Ameri-
can title to the great Oregon country.
The first American settlers came into
the distant and doubtful lnnd to clvil-
‘fme and Christianize the Indian; they
ramained to build and hold a common-
wenlth,

The definite foundation of the town
of Salem dates from 1840, The Wil-
lamette Valley had then only a few
white people, and Portland was vyeti
to have iis start. Tt Is sald that the
entire Willamette sattlement consisted
of nol more than forty men, chlefly
with Indian wives, and half-breed
ehildren, from what s now Wheat-
jland for an indefinite distance toward
the south. Rev. Jason Lee, superin-
tendent of the American mission, who
had labored against great odds for
severnl years in the '30's to show the
true way to the Indians, set out for
the East in the Spring of 1838, and
returned via Cape Horn, on the
Lausanne, early Iin 1840, with & party
of fourteen men and their families, and
four unmarried women—Ififty in all—
1o be a reinforcement to the mission, It
was an event of lasting consequence to
" Oregon, for It gave great impetus and
azsurance to the colonization of the
territory under the American flag.

The party., which consisted of five
itinerant c¢lergymen, two carpenters,
one physician, one blacksmith, one

cabinetmaker, one bookkeeper and
four or more teacHers (women), was
for the most part located on the east
bank of the Willamette River, a little
woy south of the site of Wheatland.
What there was then of Salem and its
vicinity wns known as Chemeketa
Prairie. During the Summer of 1840
it was concluded that the location of
the mission school near Wheatiand,
on the bottom Iand, was unhealthful,
and it was declded to seek higher and
better ground. A sawmlll was already
under course of erection in what is
now North Salem, and here was the
nucleuas of the future clty, destined to
become a great
vducational, politienl and commercial
influence and activity, capital of the
terrvitory and state of Oregon. Who
thnt sees Sniem today in its many as-
pects of physical beauty, and its nu-
morous evidences of cultural and in-
dustrial progress, can fzil to be grate-
ful to the fathers of the Methodisi
church who hand the vision and wis-
dom to choos¢ such a sjite?

It iz but falr to =ay that the germ
of the Amearicanization idean did not
rest with the emigration of 1840, As
early ns 18328, when the tenure of the
Hudson's Bay Company, dating back
many vears, was still powerful, a peti-
toin, slgned by L. L. Whitcomb and
thirty-five others, memorialized Con-
gress to set up a territorinl govern-
ment in the remote Northwest. It was
taken BEast by Jason Lee. In 1839
another petition, signed by Rev. David
lLeslie and seventy others, and written,

probably, by Robert Bhortess, or by
Shortess and Leslie, depicting the
nead=s and conditlon of the country

and "praying for the high privilege of
Amarican cltizenship,” was also of-
fered at Washington. With real elo-
aquence the memorialists described the
“mountains covered with perpetual
snow, pouring into the prairies around
their bases transparent streami of
purest water,” and “the white and
black oak, pine, cedar and fir for-
ests,”” the “prairies convenient for
farming purposes,” the “various bless-
ings of the delightful
alimate,” the rich mines of coal, the
quarries of limestone, sandstone, chalk
and marble, and the salmon of the
rivers. If these loyal, enthusiastic
and courageous Americans of the sarly
day overlooked anything of the nat-
ural resources of the country, it was
because it was not then visible to any
human eye,

The coming of numerous sattlers In
the early ‘40's brought logically a
change in the purposes of the evan-

and healthfull
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gelists, and what had been a mission
for the reclamation of the savage be-
came a school for the education of
white youths and maldens. “On the
17th of January, 1842, a meeting was
called by the Rev. Jason Lee, at his
own house at Chemeketa, now North
Salem, for the purpose of comsulta-
tion upon the subject of English edu-
cation n Oregon, and to prepuare the
way for the establishment of a liter-
ary institute which would meet the
wante of a growing community,” is a
note from a historical sketch of Salem.
Thus the association of the trustees
of Oregon Institute came into being.
It was the forerunner of Willametta
University, which has held its place
s a dominant educational force in the
West—Ilong the dominant force—for
saventy-odd vears, The Impartianl
chronicler of the course, of ovents
within this flald must go back to this
meeting at Jason I.ee's home, and
back of that to the humanitarian and
patriotic conception of his mind and
soul, and the minds and souls of his
zealous assoclates, to find the well-
spring of education and civilization in
the entire Oregon country. There have
been seventy-five annual commence-
ments at the institute and university.
Thousands of students and many hun-
dreds of gradusates have gone from
its venerable halls to take mn active
part in the affairs of state or com-
munity. They have leavened the en-
tire lump of progress and wealfars In
zll the states of the West.

The other day at Salem there wns
a reunion of the clasa of 1888, belng
the fiftieth anniversiry of their grad-
nation. Out of the original fifteen,
seven are dead, four ‘were present, and
others were unavoldably absent. No
other institution, with a single excep-
tion, perhaps, has a history or a tradi<
tion like it.

At the risk of running counter to
the opinlons and superlor knowledge
of the local historians, it may be said
that the early story of Salem divides
itself broadly -into successive perlods,
marked first after its settlement by
the establishment of the town and
of Willametta University, the location
of the state capital, the construction
and operation of the first woolen mill
on the Paclfic Coast, the establishment
of steamboat sérvice on the river, and
the completion of the rallroad about
1870. Let the present generation tell
its own tals about the transformation
of the clity from the rough material
slgns of the ploneer community to the
lovely and well-ordered city of today.
But they should never forget the debt
they owe to the far-seeing founders
of the town, whose first interest waa
the mission and then the university,
for the ideal of sound education which
they there established, and for the
magnificent plan of & real metropoli-
tan center which they laid out.

Let home-coming day at SBalem be a
great occasion. It will be, undoubt-
edly. The call to coma back, even for
a brief time, makes a tender appeal
to the sentlment of many minds and
hearts long separated from thelr early
environment, and apostatized by new
duties and neceds, It will be an oppor-
tunity for felicitntion, for congratula-
tion, for jfoyous remembrance, and,
perhaps, for tears over names and
deeds which have irrevocably identi-
fied themselves with the past.

STOP FPROFITEERING; ON WITH THE
WAR.

Proceedings by wholesale against
men charged with profiteering by re-
ceiving and paying contingent com-
missions on war contracts asre the
Government's answer to thoss illogi-
cal persons who would stop the war
with Garmany beocause some parsons
profiteer. The Government, by- its
nets, says: ““We will stop profiteering,
but will go on with the war." That
is the only legical, sensible thing to
do, and If the people who ralse an
outery against the war becausa there
is profiteering had been honest or
sensible, or both, they would have de-
manded this action.

Opposition to the war on the plea
that some persons make excessive
profits has not a logical leg to stand
on. Almost invarianbly it springs from
opposition to the war itself, inspired
by desire to help Germany or to bring
about the downfall of the Unlted
States Government. If we should stop
the war because some men profiteer,
thean we should repeal the law aguinst
burgliary becaouse some commit bur-
glary; we should abolish the police
force becnuse some policemen are
corrupt; in short we should abolish
the Government because some offi-
cials are corrupt or Ineompetent. The
SBocialist, I. W. W. and Non-Partisan
Lengue agitators howl about war
profits in an appeal to those persons
whose class prejudice has deposed
thelir reason, -

Their object Is not to stop profitesr-
ing, but to foster their own political
schomes by encouraging discontent,
regoardless of offect upon the Nation's
couse. By bringing ths profiteers to
justice, the Government cuts the
ground from bencath the feet of these)
agitators, stops waste of millions of
money, sweeps a gang of parasites
from the body politic and adds to the
efficiency of war industry.

THE BODY FORGETS.

A British corporal who has long
been attached to a London militars
hospital as orderly and who has made
a study of the effect of war experience
upon the temperament of the man,
writes about it in the Ninsteenth
Century and After. In his opinion our
fears of “‘our mentality being omi-
nously modified by the war"” may have
been overdrawn. He says that hate
and Jjealousy may alter & man, but
that physical suffering, unless it is
long sustained, leaves him in the long
run much as it found him. *“The body
forgets,” 1Is the way he putas it. If
this is true, it is plain that plans for
the reconstruction of the wounded
will be Incomplete if they do not lay
stress upon the mental phases of war
effect. The surgeons have made won-
derful progress in the physical repair
of men and the alleviation of pain,
and a hopeful outlook on life is the
only remaining necessity to make the
cura complete.

Corporal Muir makes some interest-
ing observations upon the effect of
blindness as the disability most likely
to alter character, Personally, he has
little patience with those who preach
of the “spiritual discipline of suffer-
ing.”” Ha himself would rather have
his sight than Aan ocean of spiritual
refinement, but he finds that many
blinded men have in some mysterious
manner been genuinely benefited by
their affliction. ©Of all those whom he
has encountered, he does not know of
one “of whom,” he says, "I should not
surmise that he is, broadly;, a ‘better’
man than he was before,” The cor-
poral says that even in a material
sanse this improvement sometimes has
been astonishing.

He cites the case of a man who
before the war had “‘a certain small
position in a business.” When he lost
his sight the usunl efforts were made
to teach him blind men’'s handicrafis,

~have confessed their ioability to con-

but he was dispirited and falled to

learn. Then the commanding officer
of the institution, who was a genlus
in his way, persuaded his former em-
ployes to give him back his old posi-
tion, with a seecretary at his disposal,
The effect was magical. Where be-
fore the war he had been n hack
worker at low pay, he “threw himself
into the business with such zest, such
sharpened intelllgenee, that he has
risen to a far more important posi-
tion.” He is now drawing a salary
to which in former days he would not
have dreamed of aspiring.

The man is to all intents and pur-
poses unchanged, except that his dis-
ablility bas caused him to concentrate
more Intensely upon e=sentials, and a
really close-up view of work has
shown him that there may be joy In
it. In his new interest he has found
an antidote for the bitterness of hope-
less reflection. He is the mame man
he was before, plus an Incentive for
bringing out the latent talents that lay
within him.

The incidents which Corporal Mulr
records relate to British soldlers.
Other writers have given testimony
to the fact that war has nelther
quenched the spiritual morale of the
French nor fostered the spirit of un-
reasoning hate. It {s altogether com-
pllmentary to thess peoples to held
that war has not changed them, that
it has only given expression to quali-
ties which existed, more or less sub-
mergod, before. But what shall be
sald of Prussian character if all are to
bs measured by the same rule?

WISHING MISERY.

The fantastic stories of soefal con-
ditions in America that are now being
published in Germany are probably
evidence of the same psychology that
causes a drug addiet, for example, to
seek 1o earry others down with him
by leading them to form the same
habit, The offender feels that he
would not despise himself quite so
much if he could belleve that there
waore others fust as bad.

German newspapers only recently
have printed statements that in cer-
taln parts of the United States
“bachelor lifs is officially prohibited. ™
Bingle women, the account goes on,
have the privilege of demanding a
husband, while no single man is per-
mitjed to refuse so long as it can be
shown that he Is able to support a
family. *"In desperate cases a com-
promiise may be made, by which the
man, MTstéad of marrying, may sup-
port three orphans or two cripples for
the duration of the war.”

Knowing as we do how far these
stories are from the mark, ws can
only surmiss that they arisse from a
state of mind which is ready to go to
any lengths. But the siternativa to
foreed marriage of bachelors last men-
tioned would seem to be pitifully in-
adsquatas.

POTENTIAL MATHEMATICIANS,
The statement of n noted astronomer
that it is "“utterly impossible to give

the faintest coneception in lay terms
of Einsteln's theory of relativity”

seems only to have whetted the appe-
tites of laymen for more knowledge
of the subfect. One of our corre-
spondents insists that we explain the
Einstein theory, regardless of the facf}
that the masters of the higher sclences

vey an ldea of it to the common mind.
The foult, it appears, is not with the
scientists, but with the public, which
has mnot kept pace with their lan-
guage. This same correspondent fur-
nishes us with an llustration of the
astronomer’s point in the course of his
letter, when he eays: *“Phllosophy is
tha Bisyphus stone which the specu-
lative thought of man has always
been trying to push to the summit of
infinitude, but just before it reaches
the top, down [t rolls again."”

1f the writer of that sentence will
attempt to transiate it, for example,
into Chinook, so that it will be per-
fectly intelligible to the Indlan, he
will apprehend some of the difficulties
at which the astronomer hints. Teach-
ers of mathematics are familiar
enough with the problem, through thelr
handling of pupils who have studled
their rudimentary mathematics only
when they could think of nothing else
to do, for the pupil who has sllghted
his early steps Is under n perpetual
handlicap, The langusge through
which the higher sclences are handed)
down must be studied diligently and
constantly. It is hard to tell a lay-
man about the import of the Einstein
theory of relativity for the same rea-
gon that it would be next to impos-
sible to explain the workings of a
steam enging to & Choctaw. Certain
prellminary understamding wonld re-
quire to be assumed, which nelther
the layman in the one instance nor the
Choctaw in the other would possess,

8till another flald of speculation Is
entered, however, by another corre-
spondent who, while he agrees that it
may be desirable that the study of
mathematics shall be mades more com-
prehensible and more popular, goes
on to say that he doubts that the
number of mathematiclans could be
muck increassd by another system of
teaching. He assumes that *“*Provi-
dence does not produce enough poten-
tinl mathematiclans’ and that mno
school or colleze can supply innate
capacity. “Perhaps not 5 per cent
among the male population, and cer-
tuinly not more than 1 per cont among
females, have what are termed mathe-
matical minds,"” he adds. And this
brings us to a concrete proposition
which is easier to comprehend than
the Einstein theory. If the Iatter
theory does, by being sustained, con-
found all our present notlons as to the
lnw of gravity, it will cause no more
profound disturbance In some quar-
ters than will o showing that women
are “innately’ less able to understand
mathematics than are men.

Professor J. H. Minnick, of Colum-
bia University, has contributed an en-
lightening sarticle on this subject to
the School Review. He remarks that
“the assertion 1s frequently made that
mathematics s peculiarly adapted to
the minds of boys,” and he proceeds
to annlyze the result of an investign-
tion of tha work of 1560 boys and 243
girls, pupils of the Bloomington, Ind.,
high school during a full course of
four vears. It appears that the aver-
age grade of the boys was 81.83 per
cent, and of the girls 81 per cent, cer-
tainly a negligible difference in favoer
of the boys. But there were offsets,
Of all the boys who took mathematics,
49.9 per cent were retarded by that
subject—that is, at some time falled
In mathematics—while only 46.3 per
cent of girls, once they elected mathe-
matics, failed to pass every examina-
tion. There is a curious table show-
ing that of all the puplls retarded for
one cause oOr another, the retarded
girls did better work in mathemames
than the retarded boys. The conclu-
sion of an intricates series of opera-
tionas is that, “taking tho entire stu-
dent body into conslderation, the boys
and girls do about the sames grade of
work In mathematics.” The same
writer also compares the mathamatical
work of boys and girls in college, con-

cluding that smaller percentages of

girls are conditioned and fail in math.
cmatics, while on the other hand the
girls as & group do not malntain their
standing in the university quite as well
as It appears not to be true
that “the achilevements of girls In
this subject are decldedly inferior to
those of bhoys,” which was the state-
ment which Professor Minnick set out
to Investigate.

It probably is true that there are
more “born mathematiclans” in the
world than we are at present aware
of. The United Stutes Commissioner
of Education, In his report for 1911,
reviewing the educational progress of
the first decade of the present cen-
tury, sald that “geometry ls gaining,
and algebra occuplies a large share of
time and iz steady.” It already had
been observed that there had been o
remarkable advance in the study fo
mathematics during the nineteenth
centory In most, If not all, of the
civilized countries, There has been
a good deal of what 8ir Oliver Lodge
has called the “shameless ignorance”
of the average person as to mathe-
matics, but this has not been due, as
a matter of fact, to lack of approcia-
tion of the wvalue of mathamatics or
to lack of capacity for that branch.
It has been rather a pose. The man
wheo boasts proudly that he cannot
“add two figures, one on top of an-
other,” usuilly does not mean quits
all that he says, Heo does, howaver,
exhibit a reflex of tha feeling for
which his schooling may have been
responsible, that mathematica as a%
study Is bound to be 4Ary as dust and
cannot possibly be made otherwise,

As for the law of gravitation, the
world will run on even if our con-
ception of it is revolutionized by the
Zinsteln theory. It will not be the
first time Sir Isaac Newton has heen
shown to be wrong. He had a mis-
conception as to the proposition that
i continuous curve always must have
A tangent at every polnt. But we are
in a sad plight when momentous
theories ares being developed, and the
world at large has no language in
which 1t ean be told about tham. We
refuse to bellave that there Is any-
thing “innats” about the common de-
ficiency in this respect. It i1s more
likely to be a defect In the system of
education,

-

IMMEDIATE RENEFITSE.

It iIs not easy for one who reads the
letters written by our young men in
the training camps and at the front to
escape the conclusion that the life
agrees with them. One letter after
another tells how the writer has
guined in weight, or has recovered
from some minor malady that used
to vex while It did not disable him,
and it is worthy of especial remark
that almost all letters from soldiers
are optimistic.

These are all good signs. They also
furnish justification for a policy of
universal military training in time of
peace. Purely as a health measure It
would be worth all that it costs, not
to mention the goclal value of the
mingling of all classes of men, and
the educational advantages to n cer-
tain number who are in need of rudil-
mentary education.

This blggest mobilization in our his-
tory has been big in more senses than
one. It has done a great deal to make
America safe for enlightened democ-
racy and has put end to all talk of
class war after the war.

C“NON-ESSENTIAL" SPORT.

The ruling by Provost Marshzal-
General Crowder that a professionnl
baseball player is engaged In a “non-
essential"” occupation within the splrit
of the work-or-fight order will be ne-
cepted by the country, whatover may
have been the views of Individuals in
the past. It probably is true that in
the Natlonal crisis the husky young
men of draft age who make a living
by playing the game can do greater
direct service in other flelds of en-
deavor. But this is not saylng that
nt other times the ballplayer is non-
essential. As the exemplification of a
form of sport which has both grown
out of our National character and at
the same time helped to mold that
character, the ballplayer in peace is
distinetly a producer. Thero are other
things in life than food and clothing.
There 128 education, for example, of
the moral senses, and there are the
Imponderables which wa oall the "re.
finements of , civilization.” Baseball
as we play it In America is an educa-
tional institution.

The polnt is made by Willlam Hey-
linger, o writer of boys' books, that
the unfairness, the cruelty, the almost
total lack of humanity in the German
method of warfare is due In no smalil
measureé (o the fact that Germany has
no national sport. “Consider,” he
says, “that German boya have no
books deallng with fair play and with
boyish standards of competition., Per-
haps that i= why Germany stands
convicted today of the foulest crimes
against decency and fair play.” There
is In the German tongue no counter-
part for the Anglo-Saxon ery: “A falr
fleld and no favor."

Mr. Heylinger might have gone on
indefinitely to contrast the German
conception of "“honor" with that of
Germany's present enemliss. The world
has not quite forgotten the Zabern
affair, In which it was brought out
that an armed German officer consid-
ered himself disgraced if he per-
mitted a civilian, though an unarmed
and crippled one, to lay hands on him.
The sword was made to be wielded
againgt the adversary, no matter how
puny. There was no consideration of
the evenness of the contest, of the
relative equipment of ndversaries, no
allowance of a "handicnp,” no notion
that there might be possible dishonor
in the physical triumph of an armed
soldler over an excited shoemaker,
The gymnasium and the athletic traln-
ing which Germuan youths there re-
ceive do not take the place of & nna-
tional game In which the spirit of
falrness 18 absorbed. The college duel
was the nearest thing the Germans
had to a national sport.

Mr. Heylinger makes an ingenious
point of the German lack of concep-
tion of the real meaning of the un-
played Ilanst half of the ninth Inning.
“They can't understand,” he says,
“that the last half of the ninth |is
often unplayed, not becauee it would
be no use to play it anyway, but more
because the victors have no desire to
rub in the dqfaat. of thelr opponents.'

To a nation of sportsmen—eamploy-
ing the term in 1ts bhest sanse, and
including fair play and realization that
the adversary must be worthy for the
triumph to be worthwhile—there 1is
something extremely pitiful in the
spectacle of a people whose boys have
no opportunity to learn the rudiments
of the game. If this had been in-
cinded in the system of “kultur,” the
story of this war would have bean dif-
ferent, if, indesd, there had been a
war. It is true that somes of the sol-
dlers now In the German army have
played Anglo-Saxon games, but they
began too late. They lack under-
standing of the genius of ¢lean sport,
as events have shown.

The professional baseball player, as

&

= =

has been sald, is a symbol of our sport.
Our people are given to playing the
game themselves; they pay admission
to the ball parks to see it In its best
tor‘m: and everyvhody knowsa that no
player, and no nine that habitually
played “dirty ball™ could draw a
erowd. Our insistence on fairness ex-
tends also to football, and, in the case
of our British riends, to cricket.
There undoubtedly is & good deal to
be =ald In favor of the ballplayer as a
moral force,

Thisls not to saythat tha husky young
men of the dinmond cannot be spared
to the Army. It ls now a question of
using men where they will do the ut-
most good. But in any event it will
be hoped that good luck attends them.
We are going to go right on playing
baseball after the war is over, and for
the shke of the world's future it is to
be hoped that the German people will
adopt this or some other form of clean
sport for the education of thelr boys
In the amenities of clivillzation.

A LANGUAGE IN FLUX.

The facility with which our Ian-
Fuags selzss upon new words or frag-
mente of words representing a new
shade of an old idea, or giving a novel
twist to the thought that we oftéen
have heard expressed before Is likely
to be lllustrated agaln when our men
come home from war, bringing not
only new experience but new elements
of a language with them. Americans
even more than the English are pronse
to Indulge the whimsicalities of slang,
but there are other factors than slang
which ecater into the change. The
word “Hun,” already fixed in both
England and the United States as the
most appropriata term by which to
designate the German soldier, is an
example. “Hun"™ was a wholly good
word before this war begun. It was
the nonme of & people who onca had
actual existonce, and who under their
barbarian leader, Attlla, gained un-
dying notoriety by their ruthless
cruslty. But It was the Kaiser him-
self who fastened the word upon his
people when he urged them to emu-
lata the Hun, and the Britlah were
quick to selze upon the word. It Is
sald that sensitive Germans now re-
sent the appellation, but they are too
iate. Newspaper headline writers, sver
on the lookout for the short and ex-
pressive word, have nided in the tak-
ing of It Into the langunge, and it i=
aafe to predict that It {s there to stay.

As we got "Hun" from the British,
80 we have adopted “boche” from the
French. One of the interesting fea-
tures of this word 2 the mystery of

ita origin, although it Is not necos-
sary that the mystery be solved to
guarantee the word a long lease of
life. One explanation is probably as

good as another. A plausible ona is
that mads by a French writer, who
goes back to the very beginning by
saying that the French word for Ger-
man Is “Allemand,” aond that the men
corrupted this to *“Alboche,” taking
the first ayllable from “allemand’ and
selzing upon the second in the pure
spirit of derision, bucause chanced
to rhyme with such words of con-
tempt as ‘“‘eaboche.” *““Moche,” *“'bi-
doche'” and others. Then by a process
familiar to phiiologists, but not al-
ways worked out so quickly, the first
syliable was dropped and only “boche"
remained. The French meanwhile
find less use than aver for thelr
“allemand,” but It has entered into
English in n few songs, such as that
quoted by Coningsby Dawson:

I love to hear the munic af the old whis-

is
at

hang,
Playing In the trenches of the Allemand.
Even though the explanation aof

“boche” seems fantastic, the word haws
come to stay, too, “Boche” and “hun'
represant the contributions of two
nations to our home language, the
one depleting the stupldity, the other
tha barbarism, of our enemy.

The purely technical words of the
soervice are quites llkely not to survive
the occaslon for them, but there are
a host of others that will. It would
be altogether rash to attempt to pick
the survivors now. “Slacker.,” which
had its first currency in England In
this war, 1s dotng full duty in America
today, and s covering & wider field
than ever. Wa have food slackers
and work slackers, ns wall as wlackera
In the exclusively military sense, For
our part we have contributed “hoover-
ize.,” which is beginning to have a spe-
cinl meaning In England, and w= have
passed along "hlke."” which was good

American a century ago, but dates
its present meaning probably from
the Spanish ‘war. Kipling made

use of it before that time, and those
who like to go back to the beginnings
of things may see an analogy between
"hike" and the Scoteh word "“hiteh.”
employed to convey the iden of walk-
ing jerkily.

Thera |18 merit in the adoption by

our men on the other wslde of the
French *tout de sulte,” which is not
slang at all In French, and is the

equivalent of our *"immediately,” ex.
cept that our soldlers have adopted it
in the spirit In which they would say
“In a Jiffy,” when “immediately” would
secem too stiff and formal. Incident-
ally, it 1= aald that they have angll-
cized the pronunciation. And thnt
wholly good French phrase, “allex-
vous-en,” transiated as *“Be on your
way,” 1is also pgoing through the
process of transition, while “je m'en
fiche,” which ia slang even in France
and means that the speaker doesn't
Eive a “"something-or-other” about the
matter under discussion, is already In
the mouths of & number of Americans,
which cannot be stated without vio-
Iating the precautionary injunction of
our Secretary of War. Our men who
had seen previous service on the Mexi.
enn border occaslonally use the word
“hombre.," but only among them-
selved, The French have showed no
tasts for it, probably because it filled
no want. As has been noted before,
wea have worked “eamouflage” to
death, and it is quite likely to go the
way of groeatly overplayed favorites.
It has been mnde to serve too many
purposes. It is nelther the equivalent
of “bluff.,” nor *“front,"” although it
is in a very special sense the designa-
tion of that which sesams to be some-
thing which it is not. ‘There are signs
already that it will soon lose its pic-
turesqueness and become an entirely
respectable and reputable military
term.

Thers are persons who deplore
slang in any form, but they are the
type to whom Volapuk would be a
godsend because of it immutubllity.
That Inrge middle cla=s who more
wisely keep ayves on the linguistic side
lines until they are sura which way
the ball is golng, and then root heart-
iy If the play deserves it, wiill not be
disturbed by the turn of events. One
thing is reasonably certain. and that
is that our new words will form a
bond which will help unite every sec-
tion of the country. Feor the North
and South and the East and West are
learning them together. And the
American soldiers are also acquiring
the verbal pecullarities 6f one another
—or else dropping their own provin-
clallsms. It used to be true that a
budding dialect writer needed only to
sprinkle his books with “I swan,” or

“we-uns," or “put her thar, partner,”
to give a sufficient hint of the geo-
graphy of his tale. But this, It ¥
be “guessed.” to use another provin-
cialiam, will not work well after the
boys have come home and have had
time to make an impress upon local
maans of thought-communication.

Interesting revc&uom of the atti-
tude of the German mind toward
agreements which it were not profit-
able to keep are made by Dr. Clarence
D. Ussher Iin a recently published
book, "An American Physician b
Turkey.” Dr. Ussher tells how, In
1905, there came into bis fiald at Van
severnl German missionaries, with
whom a compact was made as to d)-
vision of the work. Thia satisfied the
Germans and for n timd they kept it
biit after a time they broke it, and In
unswer to protests replled, as if It
were all a matter of course: ““Oh, you
cannot expect us to keep that agree-
ment, now that It is no longer to our
ndvantage.”™ This agreoment, which
thereupon became a scrap of paper,
was made, not by members of the
Prussian military caste, but by mis-
slonaries presumed to be teaching
morals, and under no kind of obliga-
tion te the military authority. Dr.
Ussher mentlons the Incldent appar-
ently to show that the doctrine that
the end justifies the means Is qulte
generally accepted in the country with
which we are at war, and that It crops
out in places where 1t would be leant
expected,

The quality of desperation may bo
added to the present Austrian offen-
sive by the fact that the people of
Austria are finding it lmpossible to
obtain Summer clothing and are come
pelled to fnll back on thelr heavy
Winter garments, such nas they are.
Where a whaole sult used to cost aboul
$8.75, now the coat alone of the same
aquality, when it can be procured at
all, costs §40, The authorities are
unable to comfort the citizens with
promises of paper substitutes, since
the paper clothing fiasco in Germany
became widely advertised. The paper
textile In question lacked the single
quality of resistance to wnter. Ona
exposure (o a shower ended [ts use-
fulness, and this wvastly limited Its
scope. Indeed, 1t would be dificult
to lmagine its extensive use by a peo-
ple not entiraly given to indoor living

The first Governmaent shell-filling
plant began operation June 8, the
second will begin befors the end of

June, the third in July and the fourth
in August, and they are expected to
load daily nearly 200,000 shells of
various sizes from sevenly-five mill-
meters up. Twelve private plants are
also loading shells, three are loading
fuses, a fourth will soon begin and
four Government plants will be added.
Five plants are loading a total of 75,.-
000 shrapnel a day, machinery hav-
ing replaced hand labor in many oper-
ations.

One example of speeding
worlk s that the new
powder piant at Charleston, W. Vi,
hns begun operatilon two months
nhead of time. This plant and the one
at Nashville will maks sulphuric and
nitric acid, and will produce ans much
smokeless powder ax all other Ameri-
can plants combined. A new town of
5000 bulldings was erected and 30,000
persong will be employed at Charles-
ton.

up war
Government

One of the undiscoverable things is
why an officer imperila his standing
by Indulging in petty graft. Few do,
but the instance is cause for wonder.
The Ilatest sold empty flour sacks to
civillans, what In ordinary civil life
would appear a harmless transaction;
but as the transgressor probably kept
the money, It made all tha differance,
It"s one out of a hundred thousand—
may be more; not a bad record.

A boy of 12, who arrived here In
Febhrusary, four months ago, not know-
ing English, won the essay prize of-
fered school children by a loecal bank.
The subject was “Thrift.” He had
opportunity Iin Russia to become (n-
millar with the nccessity for thrift
With such material as this boy Hal-
perin going into the melting pot, the

Keaiser is a fool to think he ean beat
América now or any time.
Balvage work In the Army = esti-

mated to reduce lssue of new clothes
one-third and of shoes 40 per cent,
Vegetnble gardens are planted In the
camps to supply soldlers, saving 50
per cent of the cost of productlon as
figured by farmers, and they use much
of ths manura produced, the rest
ing sold.

he-

Portland hnas a glory roll from the
Indian wars, the Clvil and the Spanish,
and it will be greater Iin the presant
conflict. Some day will arise o me-
mento with the names graven in stone,
testifying that each £hall not have died
in vain,

There will ba nothing of the *slow
musie” character about that wedding
march that John Philip Sousa has
promised to compose. It will bo espe-
cially appropriate for the bridal cere-
monles of old manids.

Deporting anarchists to the coun-
tries of thelr origin looks like a shabby
trick on those countries, but In times
like these we must expect one another
to =oftle family affairs at home.

It is a good plan to pledge onesclf
to buy as many war savings certifi-
cates as he thinks he can afford. and
then to try to exceed the limit as much
as possible.

The new Army boxing regulations,
putting a penalty on sidestepping,
ought to result in a new brand of
politicians after the boys come home.

The women who are now wearing
their fura in the Bummer time may
beo storing up calories so that they can
conserve food and fuel next Winter.

The corset Industry, It seems, Is
menneced by shortage of steel, and as
most of the women seem to be going

to work it probably doesn't matter.

Bread is quoted nominally at around
a dollar a loaf in some parts of Aus-
tria, but actually the people are lucky
to get & plecée at any price.

No doubt there are o pood many
German soldiers who envy those Ber-
lin ecivillans who made their getaway
in airplanes.

“Speeders are wasrned,” says o head-
line. It seems= to us that we have
seen those words somewhere before,

The Red Cross sulvage bureau pro-
poses to show that every little incon-
sidered trifle has a value of its own.

—_

Even the most confirmed purist
would rather be called a patriotcer
than a profiteer.

-

The Peripterous.

FPeripternus—A Structure Having Rows
ef Columns oa All Sides.—Dictionary.

(Synopais of preceding synopses)
The OCregonian, s :l“'lt moming neaws-
paper, empbioys & fstinguished lltlerary
architect 1o construct a peripiersus
lis does i I has rows of eslumns on

eanl. wesi, narth and south.

The Feripterous becomes a Fres Audite-
riums for the expression of Incompeteat, ir-
relevant and Immateria! eopinlon, Dew
verse and anacdotes

g —

THE DEVILS MAN A LOOSE,

When the war whoop struck the wige
wam ’
= The plpe of peace smoked out,
Get in your braves for Uncle Sam
Says Raln-in-the-¥Fave, the scout,
Here comes the blood gorged Tyhes
from Fatherland
To murder squaw and dear pappooss,
Hell gun our Tillicums kill of the band
For he in the Devil's Man a Looas

He will desecrate our totem poles
With his Prussian tanned shoes,

He will shell our tepees full of holes
And torpedo our canoes:

He g::i polson the lovely
reams,
Grab all the buffalo deer and moose,

For blood and brigandage is his dream
Thia Devil’'a Man a Loose.

fishing

He will never camp on our grand old
plains
While 1 wear
claw,
No Prussian kultur, no imperial! chailns
Wi ever shacklie & brave or a squaw,
Wil tomahawk his crown upon the
scalp
By the shades of war clouds vamooss,
And will dance around the Kalser's
senlp
For he s the Devil's Man a Loose
EDWARD KILLFEATHER
(Passed by the Natlional Society for
the Suppression of the Metric System.)

my American eagla

War Menn Hints

The deocision establiah herein
doepartment of domestic eclence
been received with particular approval
by those who have viewed with alarm
the wvanishing quelity of cafe menus,
and by otherz who enjoy variety.

The following novel and dainty sug-
gestione will be considered a welcome
addition by the hard-pressed house
wife and all restaurant keepers.

Walnut Ice Cream—Put a leaf of let-
tuce or a paper dolly In u plate, Serve
any flavor of lce cream In as near the
size and ahape of & walnut as ponaidle,
This Ia now very popular at all loe
cream parlors—that Is with the pro-
pristors:

Jam Bandwich—FProcure a good, strong
hack saw. Cut two thin alices of war
bread and jam them together. Eat
when v-e-r-v hungry.

Holothurian Soup—This recipes can-
not be glven In full as it was sent
from Shanghal and the eompositor has
run out of Chiness charactern. But it
is made of trepang, which In turn is
made of sea urchins. Like bird nests
and analls, 1t {s sald to be found de-
ilclous by those who do not know what
they are eating,

Useful Hint—Enterprising restaurant
keepors now provide after dinner cof.
fee spoons with strawberry ahortcake.
Theroby three bites possible In
place of two.
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Sartorial Bug Discovers the Amorette.

Prolfesaor Josh Allguyer, who is con-
tinuing his sartorial and other sclen-
tific Iinvestigations, reports again from
Antoria as follows:

“Hotel Halco, Astorta, Or., June 13.

“Dear Peripterous—In re the Amor-
ette bug, we find it Is one of the frst
discoversd microbes. It has such virll-
Ity and ia 8o prolific that !t eannot bhe
controlled or exterminated. Its sting
peculiar, the effect Is often delightful
beneficial, and again may be
most disagreeable and harmful

“it affects both younk and old, ones
way or the othar; some get wise after
belng stung once, cthers 2eem to ba
different and make no effort to avoid
being stung repeatodly

“This bug works day and night, 363
days In the year, Sundays, holidays and

and

all; but s most active In the Spring-
|'.m.e and the rare days in June, af-
|fecting the Young man especially,
whoss fancy lightly turns to thoughts
of “Mary's Ankle”™ or to cohtemplation
of Georgette walate.

"This walst I not supposed to cause
n total eclipse—only partial. Persons

gazing long at heavenly objecta should
lu:\.e smoked glass, There Is danger of
contracting astigmatism or something,
in straining ths naked
tinuousty."”

eye, 1oo
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Huslness as Usaal,

Among all the threatened
brought about by war conditlons, =
palm-leaf fan famine |= to be expected,
gsoecording to a report from Consul-Gen-

famines

|eral Geerge B. Anderson, Hongkong.
Chins.

Also there in a shortage of leamons
and sugar, yat circaoses come and go

Terrors Yet to Come.

Of all emoke nulsatcan, I cansider tobaces

the vilest, most viii nous, unnecesaEatry, un-
healthy on earth The average user of the
weed I s hog of the most hogxlsh ¢h
ter If he woull enly crawl into a
puiling the hole I after him, neaver coming
out again ke the ¢plum fend until the
beastly smoke had killed him, no honest
parzon wonld object

Epeed the day when women galn the
right to vote Perhapa enough of them will
remain honest to help the decent men wipas
out or send (o the rear a few villaimous
viees of civilizauon. Rum, tehacco, gar
bililng, horse-racing, dancingyg and Irins —
Missour! Trmavelsr.

A\['\rf}‘ women deEpise rum, IaDasco,

gambling and horseracing.

WORM
fallin

TOBACCO
Tha rain was

SQUASHED.
thick and fast,

K

The wilks were very wet,

A gray-halred mothar stood upon the
card,

BEhe watched the crowds go hurrving
past

And every one she met

Was mccosted by this rather plaintive

blurb:
CHORUS:
I didn’t ralse my shoy to be a salesman,
1 never let him see no railroad maps,
1 wanted him ta be
From are and trouble
A or & motorman, perhaps:
in't raise that Kid to carry samplea
apend his dear young life in Pull-
men CArs,
I'd give up every cent
If never he had want
And got a job a'selling them cligars

free

“Twas st the King Strost station.

The tralns were coming in,

Her son was coming back from f{ar
awny.

At Iast he came and they did meet

And he waxs pals and thim,

Observing which she then to him did
BAY

CHORUE:

T didn't ralse you, kKid, ta be a salesman,

For they are bold and naughty, too, 1
think,

I want you, If you can,

To be o livery stable man,

And not a flirting, psriumed drummep
gink;

I didn*t ralse you, kid, to ride the brake
beams

And bhreathe the dust from rattling
railroad enrs.

So pleass, kid., if you are ahle,

Go and buy a livery stable

And throw away your cabbage-filled
clgara

Robert Watson Boyce in Seattle Argus,




