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Raymond B. Fosdick, Chairman
of the Commission on Train-
ing Camp Activities.

BY EDWARD FRANK ALLEN,

Author of “Keeping Our Fighters Fic.™

HE girl he left behind him is one
T of the Ideals for whinh the
Americgn soldler Is fighting. He
wears the souvenir of her devolion as
the knight of old wore hizs lady falr's
tocken into the jousting tourney. Thsa
American girl of today Is a modern
Goddess of Liberty, holding aloft a
boacon to light his way Into battle—
and back again.

In the average tralning camp there
ars 40,000 men, a large proportion un-
married and betwean the age of 21 and
21, the courting age, if you will. They
are men who, In civil life, have heen
in the habig of enjoying the society of
women. They would come home from
business and after dinner put on =n
<lean collar and take the One Girl to
the movies, or perhaps a dance. Many
of them would don their evening
elothes, order the family llmousine,
and take her to a box at the opera.
But no matter what their stratum of
society, they Jooked upon feminine
companionship as gn important part of
life, one of the most readily accepted
normalities of everyday Ilving.

Tha camp is abnoarmal in this re-
®pect, as in some others: It ls a good-
slred city without any women, and
evén the most conflrmed woman-hater,
4f he =tops to consider, will have to
mEgres that In thia situation there ia a
Pproblem. It brings to mind what Xip-
ilng said about single men In barracks
‘ot developing !nto plaster salnts

A Countented Army.”

The reply to any fault-finding among
the soldiers In France {a, "“C'ast la
guerre’’—it ia war. That Is well
enough provided the condition cannot
be remedied, but 1t Is not the attitude
taken by the Government at present.
They are golng on the principle enun-
ciated by Napoleon when he sald, "A
contented army Is a fighting army.”
They are irying to provide just as
many of the wholesome things that the
men havea besn used to before they
became soldiers as military tralning
and discipline will allow. The com-
missions on training camp activities In
Washington were appointed by Becre-
tary Baker for the War Department
and by Secretary Daniels for the Navy
Departmént, for the purpese of looking
oyt for the well-belng of the fighting
men, and Raymond B. Fosdick, & man
Proad in hils wvislon as well as experi-
ence, was made chalrman of them
both. .

Women in large mumbers visit the
cemps to see thelr sweethearis, broth-
ers or husbands and Mr. Fosdick fore-
saw the need for providing a place
where they could make their headquar-
ters and meat the men under com-
fortable conditions. The Young Wom-~
en’s Christian Association was invited
to take charge of the matter and this
organization began to erect buildings
whickh They called Hozless Houses, blg
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In the Camp of the “Fighting Sixty-Ninth.”

‘ono-ﬂorr bungalow affalrs, stained
brown, and with a distinctly homelike
appearance both outside and in. They
presented a striking contrast to ths
unpainted military bulldings.

At first the grizzled cld warrlors of
the regular Army expressed them-
selves in no uncertain terms as to the
invasion of camp by such a ‘“flossy"
institution. It was unprecedented.
They didn't want feminine ‘influence
brought Into the military environment.
Don't people know we are &t war?
C'est la Euorrve!

In certain of the camps wheare =n
Hostess House has not yat bean arected
these game officers are now complain-
ing because they think their camp has
been diseriminnted agninst. They
have had a complete change of heart,
o! judgment, on hearing of the suc-
cess of the Institution where It haas
been tried out.

When the Beat Girl Comes.

Nothing gives the soldler guita tha
thrill that comes from having his best
girl come down to camp to see him iIn
the midst of his new environment, He
knows that, in case ha cannot meet her
at the train, there will be A woman
there whose duty it is to direct her to
the Hostess House, and he knows, too,
that at the Hostesz House she will be
made comfortable whilse he s being
sent for. When he arrives he may
greet her with whatever degrea of ar-
dor their friendship may warrant. for
the hostesses are ussed to sceing meat-
ings of all temperatures of enthusiasm
and they will find a msecluded corner
where they can plan what they will do
when the war is over—or possibly be-
fore. Bome of the Hostess Houses have
gone so far as to provide especially
plannad cozy corners, where, scroaned
from the casual curiosity of the rest of
the blg room, engaged or nearly en-
gaged couples may discuss the strategy
at the wesatern front.

But what of the soldiers in camp who
are too far away from home for their
women folk to visit them? -In a city of
40,000 men it ia easy to understand
that a fellow who has been used to
home life gets to wishing very hard
that he might just sea and talk with
somebody’'s mother or sister. Military
procedure takes but littie cognizance
of the domestic slde of a soldier's
makeup, but putting a man In uniform
and teaching him how to bayonet Huns
does not change his attitude toward
women. So many of these soldlers fre-
quently go over to the Hostess House
just to see tha people., They can al-
ways talk with the hostesses, too. and
that helps a lot. A Southern boy said
to one of them not long ago: “You-all
don't know how much you are doing
for us. I reckon you've kept R good
many of us out of the guardhoussa."

The Weekly Danece.

They have weekly dances In soms of
the camps. At the Marine Barracks In
Quantico, Va.,, thers is a big recreation
tuilding that helds 3500 people com-
fortably, and every ¥ridiy evening
from 7 until 10 o'clock it is the ascene
of a party that cannot be matched any-
where. Any girl who attends one of
these affairs and falls to dance as much
as she wishas |s hopeless. There are
two marine bands, and when one stops
playing the other bamn.-!:. and the girls,
of course, are in the minority., Chaper-
onage g provided by the Y. W, C. A,
hostesses, and a committee of enlisted
men act as floor managers In the
hostess-room, which occuples a corner
of this big bullding, light refreshments
are served, and there also a marine
may sit out a dance with his falr part-
nar.

Isn't all this a bit sentimental. s 1it-
tie too refined, for men who are going
to Franoca for the express purposs of
killing? Shouldn't thelr minds be kept

on fightlng? Why mix up scclety stuff
with the stern business of war?
People of no Imagination have asked
me s=yuch guestions They have naver
heard Napoleon's maxim. They have
never paused to consider that our draft
Army s a cross-section of American
society, and thut the *“‘soldisr type” |s
simply the average young American,
and in no way different from them-
galves except as he s better off by
reason of his training. He needs 4ai-
version, and he need# to come in con-
tact with the right kind of women;
mnd the fast that the Goverament Iis
helping to supply thosa nseds through
an especially appointed commission
ghows that we, as a people, have made

How Romance and
Efficiency Go Hand in
Hand Through the
Splendid Work of
Raymond Fosdick

- and His Camp

"Activities Commission

Two Arms of the Service.

a stand for the consecration of i{deals
as well as the promotion of military
efficiency.

HOUSEBOAT ON THE STYX

(Continusd From First Page.)
trouble with my poem, if any? That's
what I want to know."

*iIt lacks climax” sald Ralelgh. “A
true poem should work up to some.
thing forceful and -

“Redolent,” sald Jonah., “Like Ka-
zinskl."

“An the bigger that something is”
continued Raleigh, ignoring the Inter-
loper, *“the finer the poem. Even a
limerick must have a point—a sort of
a stilng at the end "

“"Like a bees,” put in Jonah.

“Precisely.” sald Byron.

“Well, I've got it sald Xidd,
umphantly. *“I've got a grand
that's a knockout.
I read it:

And finally,

O hegemonle Sea,

I'd like to taks thes In a pall,

Stirred by the wrath of some herreadous
Enle .

Of dark and lowering mien,

And pour thee on black Kalser Blllum's bil-

ious hean:

And sweep him from his throne high In ths
nir

Ten blillon squilllon leagues from Every-
where,

Where he may rest upon an Exila’s shelf
And contamplate himself,
And sizz

With flaming shame to think he's what he
in!

“That,”
should
gent.”

“So fine, Indeed” sald Ralelgh, "that
if I were you, Captain, T should be
content to rest upon my laurels, and
never write another line s=o long as
the world shall last.”™

Whereupon Kldd
with Joy, and Casslus with envy, while
Jonanh called the waliter and ordered
four welah-rabbits, and five cans of
plekled lobster.

“Great Heavens, Jone,” sald Raleigh,
“are you trying to commit sulcide?”

“*No,” sald Jonah, “I'm golng to
write an Ode to my Whale, and I'm
just laying the foundation for tha at-
tack.”"

"*Cioah, George.” sald Ralelgh, turning
to Byron. “Can it be that these plkera
have at last discovered the sources of
our inspiration?®™

ALMA GLUCK PLANS AID

(Continued From Firet Paxe.)
“Well, please don’t let that troubls you:
that is the name T use on the stage, My
name is Mrs, Zimbalist.™

Mr. and Mre. Efrem Zimballst have
preéezanted their lovely home on Lake
George, complete In every detall, to
Professor Leopold Auer, who has gone
there with 26 puplis. Fisher's Island
will be the richer for the presence of
the delightful srtist palr.,. who will
begin operations to become acquainted
all over again with thelr little daughter,

tri-
finally
Listen hers while

geald Byron, "is what 1
call the Apostrophe Magnifi-

nearly awooned

- - -

The extracrdinary success of Ravinla
Park has demonstrated the possibllities
of a Summer scason of Grand Opera to
Pittaburg, where some of the most
noted of the operatie stars from the
Metropolitan and Chicago opera com-
panies have been engaged. TwO optras
will ba presented esch week at ths
Alvin Theater under Harry Davis, the
well-known theatrical mansger of
Pittaburg.

- - -

The famous French Military Band
“La Musique Militaire Francaise,” under
M. Gabriel Parea, known in this coun-
try as conductor of the widely-famed

Garde Republicaine,

which was heg=4
&t the St Louls

Exposition and the
Panama-Pacifle Internaticnal Exposi-
tion in 8an Franclsco, haa arrived In
America, The Band, which has come
under the auspicea of the Y. 3. C. A
to vieit the American camps and can-
tonments, will apen with a concert in
Carnegle Hall Thursday evening, June
6. Immediately upon its arrival it con-
tributed its services to the Red Cross
and marched In the Ereat parade. It
was also heard upon several occaslions
in connection with Red Cross and other
patriotic work.

All the members of the organization
have been in service at the front and
many have been wounded or otherwlse
disabled for immediate military service,

There are 60 men in the band, many
of whom have won prizes in the Paris
Conservatory. To pay a highly appre-
ciated courtesy to this country, the
band landed *“Somewhere In Ameriea”™
playing The Star Spangled Banner.
While in this country the band s under
tha supervision of Ciptain Andre Tar-
dieu, High Commissioner of France.

Pralse aof Open
Atlantie.

To many of ug plain bread-and-butter
persons, praise of open fires somellmes
seems 2 littls too warm and comfort-
able-——too smugly contemplative. We
ke open fires, We would have them
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A Pleasant Little Social Event at a Hostess House.

Soldier.

in every room In the house except the
kitchen and bathroom-—and perhaps in
the bathroom, where wa could hang
our towels from the mantsi-plece (as
gallant practical gentlemen, now some
canturies dead, named it by hanging up
thelr wet mantais), and let them warm
whils we are taking our batha, We
o as far as any i{n regarding the open
ire as a welcoming host in the hall, an

undisturbing companion in the library,
an encourager of digeéstion in the din-

'rraateu of the arts, and that every
in the guast-chamber. But we fln“"‘-lf.\-no of us, no mattar what his walk of
follow the essayist who speaks con-|ife may be, |8 engaged willy-nilly for
temptuousiy of hot water pipes. “From |a good part of his time in teaching
the security of ambush,” says he, “they | Surely every father and mother l=s en-
merely heat, and heat whose source in|gnged in It: and I am persuated that
invisible ia not to be coveted at all™ | he wast majority of children address
Oh, merely heat! themasalves 1o the problem of teaching
thelr parents that the life of thelr day
Teaching Is Greatest Art. iz wholly incompatible with the meth-
Atlantle, ods of a generation past. The master

It seems to me that teaching is the  'who learns how ta handle men is taught

ing-room, an enlivener of hospitality

iles. The Senator
the throes of thelr
& teach

gues . what they
nnd their constitu-

av T 1o

their honorable c
take to be wisdom,
ents they endeavor
passioned patriotism Whenever
endeavor (o poersuade any o
we want him to do, we t 1o teach
him. Teaching Is the universal art,
and the grealest of them all

to tell of their im-
we

to do as




