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HAVE come to Hariford, Conn., teo
I tell you about the automatic pilatol
which Ia dolng such good work In
the hands of our boys In the trenches.
It is the favorite American weapon,
just as the knife is the favorite wenpon
of the Italian and the h=nd grenade
that of the German. The latter cholce
is hecause the German does not know
how to shoot.

Mors than one million of these auto-
matles are already in the hands of our
soldiers, and each has eight shota for
the Kaleer. In all they have §,000,000
bullets—ready to fire, and hundreds of
miilllons more in reserve, in clips for
immedinte uss=.

During my e&tay here I have had a
ehannes to ses what these pistola will
do. One of the best shots of the United
Btates 8 A J. Geskle, of Connecticut,
the head of the target division of the
Colt Firezrms Manufacturing Company.
He gave me an exhibition of the pistol,
firing It in a half dozsen different ways.
He started in with an automatic lIn a
leather holster strapped tight to his
side, just as it ls earried by the soldlier
while in the trenches. The leather top
was fastened, but Mr: Geskie unbut-
toned the flap, grabbed out the gun and
fired seven shot !n the space of three
seconds, He next pleked up a pistol
from the table and fired seven shots in
one sscond, the cartridges going off so
fast that I could hardly count the indi-
vidual sounds. He then shot at a mark
46 yards away, and s=ent seven bullets
into a bullseye as bhig around as thes
bottom of a tin cup. It took him-only
12 seconds by my watch to aim and
shoot. Later_he shot seven shots in six
seconds, hitting the bullseye each time.

I am told that Mr. Geskis can (ake
seven cartridges in his left hand and
the pistol, loaded " with seven morse, in
his right. He can throw the seven loose
gartridges in rapld succession into the
alr to the height of a two or three-
story house, and hit an averags of fAve
out of seven of them before they come
down. In this ¢ase most of the car-
tridges willl explode when hit, and those
that ate struck on the end of the bul-
let ara crushed when they reach the
Eround. He has a record of having
shot 156 cartridges with his pistol In
the space of one minute, and has put 21
shots into an 1E8-inch “bull” within
eight seconds. Any one that knows
anything about pistol shooting will tell
you that this s “geolng some.”

This plstel is the one adopted by the
United States Government for ths use
of the Army. It is known as the Colt
antomatic, caliber 4B, Government
model. It Is the Invention of J. M
Hrowning, of Ogden, Utah—the same
man who invented the Browning mn-
chine guns, which are now being used
by our Army. It is smaller, lighter and

mors easily handled than other makes
of revolvere of the same caliber, which
it ia rapidly displacing; and it Is much
more efficlent In the hands of the sols
dler The gun welghs just about two
and one-half pounds, and the barrel is
about five Inches long. The length of

the barrel and handle is elght and one-
half inches; and the handlie |5 so shaped
that it contains seven cartridges, which
are automatically forced into the Eunmn,
one flying out each time that the 1’15—
gaer is pulled. The gns exploding the
first cartridge is the motive power
which throws the second into position,
and the same s done with the other
cartridges each time the trigger Is
pullad. In addition, another cartridge
may be put in the barrel, making ths
capacity of the gun eight cartridgss for

away slde by side with the men, and

the first fire. stiil there iz but litile conversation or
The chief parts of the pistol are the gossiping going on. The output fixes
recelver which hold the cartridges, {the pay and so both time and work
the barrel and the silide. The gun shoots § gpe money. Some of the girls are
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can he loaded and fired so rapidly that
it {2 invaluable to our men In defense
and in going over the top. Indeed, one
man has fired 1000 shots with this pistol
in 38 minutes, In another test 10,000
shots were fired from one gun without
cleaning, and after that a clip of seven
cartridges was shot at a target and
every ball struck the bullseve.

Thaze pistols are now being made by
the Colt Firearms Manufacturing Com-
pany here Hartford. The same firm
has been making firéarms for the armies
of the United Siates and other countries
for several generations. It was found-
ed by the man who Invented the re-
volver. This was Samuel Colt, the son
of a Massachusetts eilk manufacturer,
Young Colt was sent to Amherst to
echool, but he grew tired of hila booka
and shipped before the mast in a sall-
ing vessel from Boston to Caleutta It
was while on This trip that he whittled

at

out the first model of tha revolver,
which later bacime known from one
end of the world to the othar. Upon

his return he tried to Interest his father
in his inventlon, but the old man put
him to work In the dyeing and bleach-

Ing department of the silk mill in-
atead While there he had to study
chemistry, and within the course of a

Year was able to start out as a lecturer
on the wonders of sclence. He did thls
at 18 years age, assuming the titie
of *Dr. C a& his stage name, He
made 0 much out of his lectures that

of

he W.L able to take out patents for his
revolver, and within a few years thers-
after he had estnbll shed a fircarms fac-
tory at Patterson, N. J, and was mak-

ing the revolvers whioh our troops first
used In the Mexican War. Later he got

other 1tracts with the United States
and foreigen npowers, and during the
Civil “.Lr he furnished thousands of
plstols and guns for the Union Army.
In the meantime he had remeoved his
factory from Patterson to Hartford and
formed the foundation of ona of the
largest firearms piants of the United
Btates. It is of this plant T am writing
today. It Is now making machine Buns,
Colt automatic revolvers and the Colt

automatic pistol invented by Brownlng.
I cons=ists of many great bulldings of
brick nnd steel. Its floor €pace covers
acres and the number of men and wom-
en employed runs high into the thou-
eands, Included in them is'an army of
expert mechanics, All are working
away night and dany making small arms
for our soldiars in Enrope.

rish I could show you ons of the
factory rooms where the pistols
are made. You wil have to have =
photographic pase to gain admission
and rou will be stopped again and
again as you walk about from one ma-
chine to another., I visited on® room,
which was as long as a good-sized city
bleck, as wide or wider than Common-
wealth avenue, Boston. I figurs that it
covers something like two acres, and
ity walls of brick and glass and its
saw-toolthed glass roof throw a bright
light on the maze of special machinery
buzzing below.

Bianding at one end of the room, 7T
looked t.d‘smgh a thickst of the ﬂylng
wheels and moving belts, which, run
by electricity, keep the muachinery in
actlon. There are wheals overhead and
wheals near the machines. At first
you can hardly distinguish ths ma-
chines, and It takes a momoent or so
for you to see that every belt runs a
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machine, and that nearly every ma-
chine has a man or woman standing
before It. There are more than a thou-
sand hands at work in the room, and
there are more than that number of
these speclal machines, many of which
are operated by women. As you go on
you see that the women are doing all
kind=s of work Someo of them are
rounding with hammers, others sare
using flles apd others are gauging the
parts to see that each Is accurate to
the splitting of a halr. Many of the
women are operating machines, and
girls of 18 are managing four different
machines at one time, putting iAo and
taking out new parts =0 quleckly that
not the stroke of a lever nor the bite
of & lathe goes to waste.

The company is speeding its work to
the ptmost, and it does allyit can to in-

crease® the output of the individual
worker, Everything is paid for by the
plece, and the laborer who turns out

the more work gets the more wages.
This Is true of both women and men,
and the women are pald exactly the
same &8 the men and according fo the
amount they produce. For a time
there was a fear on the part cf the
girls against speeding up lest the price
per plece should be cut, and in the end
they should be doing more work for
the same money. A gang of about 40
women was employed on & certain part
of the pistol, Each was turning out
about 500 parts per day, when the su-
perintendent urged them to  Increase

thelr output to 1000, saying he would
guarantees them the same price per
plece. That offer was made two weeks
ago, and the girls are now averaging

900 per day, and soon each will be mak-
in_: 1000.

There has bean a declded speeding
up of the work since we entered the
war, and that on the part of the men
and women themselves, The most of

the employes are enthusiastic patriots,
and the women especially feal that
they are dolng thelr bit In the war,
There are flags in every room which
werea bought by the employesg.and
both men and women are subseribing
largely to the Red Cross and the lib-
erty loan.

I have been eoxpecially interested In
the work of the women They labor

an account of the domestic servants
leaving and going into the munitions
factories. One of the highest offlcials
or this pistol-making plant recently
had a-warning from ons of his house-
maids that she was golng to leave,
He asked her what was the matter.
She replied zhe was golng to work In
Colt's facjory, where they would glve
her more wagess. He said, “They won't
give you & job; and If they do I'li fire
you." But he thereupon raised her
wages so that they were egqual to those
of the girls In the plstol plant, and
I am told she is =till on the job,
The officials say that the women ars
sieadier than the men and thal they
lose less time. They are in such de-
mand that in certaln of the firearms
factories of thia region any woman may
ecome In and work for a certain num-
ber of hours per day &t piece-work.
All that s required Is that she must
tell just when she will come and that
she be there regularly for the time
fixed. Bome women work from 10 Lo 12
in the morning, and many school teach-
ers add to their income Ly putting In
two or three hours a day after school
i8 aver. I am told that the people of
New Haven are worried for fear that
after hours’ work of the teachers In
the factory may decrease their effi-

cieney In the schools,
The Celt plant making automatle
pistols Is a nine-hour shop, but the

emploves are urged to work longer
and are pald for thse amount they turn
out. Some of the men stop at b o'clock.
some at § and some at 7 P. M. Many
of them lay off the day after pavday,
and on Monday It Is especially Jdiffi-
cult to get a full force. The women
are more conscientious and they lose
but littls time.

The Army needs mors and more pis-
tols as fast as It can get them, and
at present the production depends upon
more tools and more labor. The com-
pany ig bringing new machines of all
klnda, and it needs all hands that It
cur get to run them. One of the chiaf
aofficials says that there i 2 mass of
floating labor moving about the United
States from shop to shop at Govern-
ment expense. The men will work &

while in one factory and then get
transportation—~free, perhaps—to an-
other factory in another part of
the country. The anxlety to get
the work done is 80 great that
all morts of inducements are offered

by the private companies manufactur-
ing for the Army, and men are bribed
to leave one plant for another. The
m.an who told me this beileves that mu-
nition labor should be drafted and kept
on the job just ns our soldiers are
kept on the job in the Army. He says
it iz no worse to draft o man to make
a platol than to draft him to shoot it
Ir. one case he loses only his sweat,
while in the other he is liabla to lose
his Elood and his life. NMoreover, the
man in the munitions factory is pald
from $5 to $10 a day, whilse the man
in the trenches gets barely $1 and
keep,

The work of making an automatic
pistol is enormous compnared with the
sige of the weapon. The pistol is so
small that you could put it up your
sleeve or drop it Iinto your coat pocket.
Nevertheless, it has 53 different parts,
ranging In size from pins as fine as
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