[SOLDIERS WRITE OF TRIPS ON HIGH SEAS AND BATTLE LIFE

France Declared Beautiful
as Western Oregon.

Edcutenant Gregx. Former School
FPrincipal, Writea From Front.

in

can remamber,
not 1 should have.

"“The trip was very pleasant. And
since arriving, about a month or more
I have bean over the greater part
Some of the time
troops and part of tha time
1 have been In eommand two or
for some time In each

REo,
of France by traln.
1 was with
Rione,
three times, and
Instance.

“To say we work hard Is to put It
mildly. But I shouldn't mind if we
worked harder, as it is all worth it,
and we have nx beautiful country here.
It Is just as pretty as Oregon (west-
ern), and with much the same cllmate.
There Is little dust and plenty of parks
and gresapn trees and grasa. And the
ocean Is closs with a emall bsach that
will perhaps be used for swimming

whera to I very hat
course I could notl sSay AnNywWRy even

seldom

OR saveral years Lileutenant John
P, Gregg served as a principal for
various =chools of thia city. Now he
a First Lieutenant in Troop X, of
tha 15th Cavalry. Parts of a letter
which was received by Airs, Friank Pat-
ten., 1203 Garfleld avenue. follow:
*Have 1 written you a letter aince
arrival In Franee? I'm blest If 1
But I think I did and Iif

later on in the summer,

“But it may be that we will move:
to say, and of

'

though 1 knew.

"French towns are very funny. One
walks on the sldewalks—nearly
alwayn on the sirect; and the streets
are about as wide as n good big side-
walk. The houses are all of stone and
with no porches and few yards; and

this 15 & country for yards.

"All of us are making a great effort
10 learn to understand and speak the
It Is very hard; they speak
s0 fast ona can catch & word In ten
which makas little mense. But 1 ean
make mvself understood somewhat and

langunge.

that Is a whole lot

“There are many girls, but T have
met very few., The men are all away
to war, as ours will soon be. If we
should send over a coupla or thrae mil-
this war would soon
ba over: that s my opinion gathered

Hon trained men

from what the French say.

“"Tonight I met s French first llau-
tenant, who is golng to the front to-
morraw, and he is of thatl opinion.
mat a French lleutenant, an aviator,
who has hrought down nine German
planes, and has the cross of the Leglon
the highest honor that the

D'Honneur,
French give. He I8 but a 1ad, too.”

Alxo

Write More Letters, Plea of
Fighting Man.

W. H. Kennedy, Former Ticket
Salesman, Now in Navy.

When he hears the |

W H. KENNEDY, one of tha most
e Wwidely known of the old-
time ticket saletsmen and traffic so-
licitors of the Pacific Cofist cities, for-
mearly located fn Portland, has writtan
whera he is chief boat-
swain's mate at ths United States naval
alr station, to E. B, Duffy, now asa-
sistant to the purchasing agent of the

from Frange,

Denver & Rio Grande.

Rennedy's letter s v!neﬂy an ap-
penl for latters from Rome folks and
old-time associates, and closes with a

poam on the subject:
There's a time in

of the day are f{ormotten
And thair troublies and worrisse decamp.
And their faces light up,

rit laughing that taill

= itz own tale,

t's tima to distribure the mall

Now their fac e rhow waried emottons

¥ SCAn every page.
hat I\urn a out with laughter,
th face set and gErave.

they
n

mad-eyed maean.
longing and hoping
That somecne would wiiie to them,

a follow
gona out to battie the foae,
r pen and white him o letler
t his heart aglow.
s lifs meem brighter,
i lift llke a wveil
Kle calling,
*it's time to distribute the mafl™
Lost ¥ou forget

While I'm in the land of No Man's Land

The clouds

And you in the Iland of Luxury,
lattar from You to me
Will bring back old memorias,
W. H. KENNEDY,

Chie! Boatawain's Mate, T
tion, France.

the day with our mallora
Be It somewhere In France or in camp,
That ths triais

be the method of their coming. I con-
sider it a fortunate coincidence that
the palr I drew wera knit by the
mother of Matt Stonestreet. My ac-
knowledgment and my thanks are
somewhat tardy, but you must bellave
that they ars none tha lssa sincare.
Since I was a youngster, hustling pa-
pers, I have not owned a palir of hand-
knitted ssocks, and I enjoy them now
with a pleasure and sentiment that
goes deoeper than their mere valus or
their superior usefuiness.

“As they reach us over here thess
gifts of socks and cars and sweaters
represent to us the efforts of our
women to do something to help our
cause in the great war, And It strikes
me that it is one of the best things
that you could possibly do. It is the
sll-womanly, motherly act that means
a great deal £f0 the boys In France., Wa
may be clumsy In expressing ourselves,
but just the Emxme we feel warmly
grateful for all the things these stand
for. Letters and clipplngs from home
papers are full of *wheatless, meatlesa
and heatless days.' We know all about
thu scarcity of sugar and the coal situ-

;
i

mer Primeipnl of Portland
Schools, Now In France,
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I Lirutenant John P. Gregg, For-
=

ation, which have mades an unusually
hard Winter all the harder to bear. Wa
know a whola lot less, almost nothing,
in fact, about the condition of the
American troops up north zt or near
the front, but those of us who ara
down here in the forests are entirely
comfortable and well fed. We feel not
a little gullty when we think of the
sacrifice our people are making to fur-
nish our allles with tha necesslties and
ourselves with these comforts of life.
“Our lifa may ba a littla rough on
some of the fellows, but for others—
like ‘Stony’ and myself—who have besan
accustomed to outdoor work and =a
rigorous cllmate, it I8 nothing but the
same old story, and wa like It

“Once morse let me thank you and
assure you that the work of cur moth-
ers &end wivea and sweethearts back
home is appreciated, absolutely and
fully.”

Centralia Youth Tells of
Trench Life.

Lloyd Dysart Passes Eight Days on
French Fighting Froent,

bright and eager

& bugle cills out elear and welocome

s some who watch with a long-

N. Alr Bta-

Boys “Over There” Appre-
ciate Gifts From Home.

Charles Kraebel Writes Thanks teo
Friend's Mother for Sox.

CHARI.ES J. KRAEBEL, who was

formerly a forest assistant engaged

by the Disatrict

tional forest,

for her work:

“About two weeks ago, while I was
headquarters, a por-
tion of our men wersa presented with
socks which were knitted for them by
woman back home and which found
their way to us, I balieve through the
LI-“«-u-esr Service. But, whatever might

down at company

Forester in Portland to
investigate work on the Wind River ex-
periment station of the Columbia Na-
worked side by side with
Mathlas Stonestreet in France. When
he recelved a palr of sox knitted by
Mrs, T. J. Stonestreet, mother of his
Army friend, he wrote her the follow-
ing letter, which she charishes mors
than any largess she could aver receive

ENTRALIA, Wash., May 21 —(Spe-
elal.)—Judge and Mrs. George

Dysart, of this clty, ars In recelpt of
a letter from theip pon, Lisutenant

Lioyd Dysart, a Marine Corps officer

and former Unlversity of Washington
athlete, telling of an eight-day period

he spent in the front-line trenches in
France. The sector the young officer
is In has seen soms of the hardest
fighting of the war, Its history, dating
back to 1914, belng written on thou-
sands of gravea that dot the valley.
Lisutenant Dysart described a raild
inte & German trench, which he and
another officer, Lisutenant Church,
made with a party of French. The
Americans had excitement golng and
coming, as on their return they got
in lilne with the filre of a French
machine gun directed nt o Boche
party that was discovered In the al-
ited lines,

“I have gotten pretty well used to
shells while here,” writes the offi-
cer. “Fritz used to throw over quite
a few ‘minnunwefers, or aerial tor-
pedoer, a shell about four feet high
and eight inches In diameter. It sounds
ke a milroad train coming through
the air and turns over about a haif
acrs when it strikea.”

Lieutenant Russell Louden, a mem-
ber of tha 1914 class of the Centralla
High School, Is at Empire, in the Pan-
ama Canal Zone, with the Fifth United
States Infantry, according to a letter
recelved from him today by his mother,
Mra. M. A. Louden. The offlcer de-
scribes the canal zone as the “land
of tomornrow, a tomorrow that wiil
never come as long as the blus blood

the people.” They are the poorest
class of people he ever saw, writes
tha soldisr.

Lieutenant Louden snlisted in June,
1917, In the 161st Infantry. Just bee
fore the reg!ment salled for France
in December he was sent to an offi-
cers’ tralning camp at Fort Leaven-
worth, whema he received a commis-
sion as First Lisutenant and was as-
glgned to the regular Army.

_ =

FORTLAND DOCTOR COMMISSIONED

FIRST LIEUTENANT.

Dr. .\, Cahill.
Dr. R, W. Cahill, 1380 East Four-

teanih mireet,

been

Medical Reserve some weeks ago

Ban Diego.

who ha=s besn practicing
n Partland for the Jast four yvears, has
commissioned First Lieutenant in
the United States Army and has been
aordersed to the bass hospital at Camp
Kaarnay. Dyr. Cahill enlisted In the
. Mra
Cahill and their son will live in San
Francisco while Licsutenant Cahilll is at

Letters and Paydays Are
Scarce in France.

Edward Walsh Writes Interestingly
of Life Oversenas.

D J. WALSH, Company A, 146th Ma-

c¢hine Gun Bsattallon, American ex-
peditionary forces, has just writien to
Captain G. H. Seaton, Deéputy United
States Marshal In charge of the Federal
building at night, teilling of his expe-
riences In France. He writes:

“I have just received (May 2) your
card dated December 31, but, no matter
how late the news is, all news from
the States looks good. The scarcest
things here are letters and paydays. I

through a town on my way ‘some-
looking fine. 1 hava been over a good
part of France. The country s ex-
ceptionally thickly populated, but with

i= mostly small villages and the farms
are all rather small.

French people are a friendly lot and
the boys get along well with them.

look as If they had been built by Noah.

just a nice day's job..

France Is Wonderful, Writes
Portland Soldier.

Through Beautiful Country.

R. AND MRS. F. F. NEIMEYER, {85
bave received a
letter from thelr son Melvin, formerly
of Company C,
Company D, 116th Engineers, In France.
The letter was dated April 29 and was
received May 31.

“We had a fine trip through very In-
I am very slad 1
my opinlon Of

Rodney avenue,

1624 Infantry.

teresting country.
did not have to
France entirely upon the place we were
long hike into
the country and the colors dn beautiful
France are wonderful, and the people
here, too, are much more interesting.
“A-funny thing happened hlong the
A woman was pushing a baby
buggy along tha road and it contained
' taking them to
market to sell,
Is colder hers and
sweater came in handy.
candy the other day and 1 gave It to
some of the children,

Had & box of

they enjoyed it
They are o great help to us
here and are as polite as diplomats
and as lvely as jumping-Jacks,

“As you will seg by the address, 1
tranaferred to a different
branch of the service. Six of us weare
tranaferred because of our Knowledge
We left our com-
pany at & in the morning, and Captain
Cronly was up to bid us goodby,
one of the finest barracks
a large city where thes
people who tour visit there in a chateau
that it took over 300 yeard to bulld.
down the rear

of a ceortaln

are holding
platform of atrestcars over here,

houses all around
have quite = time
It is wonderful,
the weather and the old buildings.'

Ensign Jay H. Keller Writes
of Experiences in Service.

town and we
looking over old
the scenery,

Portland Naval

Officer Now Sia-
tioned at Washington, >

N ORDER to save time and station-

EAYS Are BCATOS in
r centeare, and stlll give a great
doal of Information, Jay H. Keller, for-
consulting engineer
. Who is now an ensign In the Unit-

Washington,
aceount of hils experiences since
enlistment to M. J. Colaman.,
the form of a ship's log,
tracts from which follow:
1817—Joined class 4, Nu-
Resarve Force.
1817—Called

13—Reported for
Was given a place
on & receiving wship
1 continued to do for a
to drilling recrults,
land and bullding
1 was next des-
United Btates

also clearing
tonments with them.
talled to Annapolis, Md.
Naval Academy. to be trained as an of-

28—Wnas detached and pro-
ceeded to Portland, Or.

“July 1—Left Portland.

“*July b—Reported
tendent of the Nawval Academy,
weeks of hard grind followed.
minute of the day from 6:30 A.
taps at 11 P, M. taken up, with inten-
glve training.
15—Graduated from
Bhook Thands
Secretary Daniela. My highest awarda
there wers for my athletic abllity and
I qualifised as a marks-
man, sharpshooter and expert rifleman
and held the highest score
Made numerocua friends there
left with high recommendations.
Mest my wifa In Baltimore.

“Septembar 16—Proceedad with
to Philadelphia and apent three happy
days visiting relics and loafing around
One thing I have noticed in my
with the peoplé here
thelr marked Indiffersnce to charging
you double or more for everything.

“September 2Il1—Procesded
York and was surprised how easily I
obtuined accommodations after hearing
about the congested conditions there.

“September 21—Spent four glorious
daya and nights viewing little old New
York for the firat
I was royally
this mecca by a native,
Lehman, whose acquaintance I made
in Portland thres yaars ago.
is a wonderful fairy land, full of de-

markemanship.

time and with
plioted around
one Sydney

L

FORMER ATHLETIC INSTRUC-
TOR AT B'NAI BFRITH NOW
IN FRANCE WITH THE
FIRST TANK CORPS.

of Spaln flows through the velns of

Irwin Salm.

Previous to his enlistment In
the United States Army Irwin
Salm was the athletie instruotor
Now he is with
ol’ the Firest Tank
now in France.

“I am drwtnw & tank dally and
am dolng fine”
sides what I have mentloneﬂ
have =ignal drills,
hike about four mliles a day,
you see our days our quite full
and wea 4o not loaf. We have real
men for officers and they are
They work just ans
hard as the men and must qusl-
ify In everything just as wa do.

“Long before this reaches yon
1 shuill have besen Iin the Army
It surely does not seem

Company C,

fatigue and

met Barkus a week ago while golng

where.' We had a long talk and he is real soldiers.

the exception of a few large citles it

“The land seems to be falrly good. It
Is not to be compared with the farming
land In the States, however. The toals
are A hundred years behind the times
nnd every farmer has & donkey and a
jaunting cart. The sight of thess carts
and donkeys puts me in mind of the
song. 'The Rocky Road to Dublin.' The

“We had an athlatic meet Sat-
urday and I got mecond
high jump, ne place In the shot-
and played in the zoneball
It was a great meet
we have them often.”

Private Balm has written sev-

particular being printed
“The Stars and Stripes' the pub-
lieation of the American expe-
ditionary forces,
Girl Over There™ Another posm
by him is called “To Mother."

Thelr homes are of mud and stone and
It is called "My

“The soldisrs are working hard and :
drilling a lot. Tell the bovs who are
coming over that a ten-hour hike is

lights for the moneyed viaitor. 1 took
gix hours of breathless happiness aut
of lfe at the Art Museum, four short
evenings 1 spent at the theaters and
restaurants. Money waent like water
through the Casoades, but what Is
money when one has but a week to
Hve?

“Soptember $5—Le&ft my wife at the
Pennsylvania Station, I to proceed to
my ship, she to the West Coast.
“SBeptember T—I1 reported In good
time aboard the U, 8 8 Kentucky and
arrived during coaling. During coaling
one breathes dust, eats dust, that is,
when one finds time to snatch any-
thing to eat, sieeps In dust and spends
the next three days to wash dust out
of the varioum creviees of hia body.

“1 spent six eventful months cruis-
ing the high seas on the U. 8. 8 Ken-
tucky. The work came easy for me
and I made numerous friends whom 1
was sorry {o leave.

“April 1—Received orders to report
to Washington, D. C,

“April 2—Left Kentucky. Spent a
day and night In New York.

“April 5—Arrived In Washington. I

r
r
r
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Melvin Nelmeyer, of Portiand,
Who Is Now In France With
American Forcea,
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sald before that I disliked the East
Now I falrly loathe ft. Here they lack
the friendly, brotherly open-hearted-

Customs and Costumes in
France Are Queer.

Mark Likes the
and Life In Army.

HEY build thelr housea of stons and

front them falr upon the nidewalks
in the sunny land of France, according to
the obaervationa of Dalias M. Mark, a
Portland boy with the American expe-
ditlonary forces. He |a contrained to
remark thelr quesr costumes and cus-
toms, but he likes the country and he
ilkes his job.

“When I tell you that I am well and
have a good place to stay.”
in & recent letter, “and that there are
no streetears here large enough to hurt
it they ahould overtake ¥you
on the street, you will know that 1
am all right
1 like the country?
is odd—much different
Nothing there done the same as
houses ara different.
built of stone and will stand for years.
All ara even with the sidewalk,
like the business section of a city In

“You ¢annot imagine how much good
the Red Cross 1s dolng.
tell you all about it
what the mothers and
America are doing through that me-

I wiash I could
It is wondarful
sweathearts of

“How would you like a letter writ-
1 can speak quite o

us can maks our
is intereating to
and listen to some one trying to
a dinner in =
“*One fellow trying to order egEs wWas
80 he climbed
upon a chalr and flapped hils armes, as
though they weare wings, and began to
1 don't know why they want
to call everything by such funny names
and twist thelr mouths out of shaps
when the good old American language
sounds so well.

“Ballave me, this I= some busy place
about now, and 1
vou ail mabout
The papers will do

wants known,

ne headway,

it—but what's the use?

it as T would.
remember this—eavery fellow
on tha game.

“It's just llke a real foothall game,
does one Eood to have a part

for a time and are over here with tha
united purpote of winning the

neas of tha Weast. They are what 1
term financially patriotic. Nothing is
too good for & service man If he has
the monay to pay three or four times as
much for it as it Is worth,

“Arriving at the depot, I strolled out
to & taxi and drove to that ‘beautiful’
hotel, the Willard, If that hotal had
bean erocted in Linnton, Or, it would
have been tearmed third class. and it is
the best our glorious capital possessen
Could not be accommodated and
couldn’'t get A room anywhere salse.

“April 8—Got leave from my com-
manding officer to find a place to live.
This time I had batter luck. I localsd
one way out in the suburbs In a private
house,

“April T—1I am propably marooned
here for some time. Washington Is full
of uniformed men., every ons outrank-
ing me, 80 you can imagine why 1 have
doveloped such blceps in my right arm

“My address Is Apartment 17, Mint-
wood Apartments, Mintwood placs,
Washington, I». "

Portland Boy Views “Blue
Devils” of France.

!llshly Trained Men Cheered by
Troop nat Fort Myer.

ERTRAM HALI, son of Mr, and Mrs.

Madison M. Hall, Is an orderly In
the headguartars office, 39th Engincers,
at Fart Meyer, Va.

In a recent letter to his mothar Mr.
Hall tells about the visit to the fort of
the “Biue Devils,” of France, and also
sends a pleture of the hundred heroes
of the Chasseurs Alpine, as well as an
Reoount of thalr reception by the Pres-
fdent, taken from a Washington news-
paper.

Mr. Hall writas In part:

“The “Blua Devils’ of France, of whom
you have heard, came to the fort to-
day, 100 strong, and they sura wers 8
slght to behold. 1 never saw such a
healthy looking lot of men and trained
to the last degrea of efficlency. It was
grand to see them march in full parade,
headed by the four buglers with thelr
big trumpets.

“The American flag and the French
fing, with a guard of eight men, fol-
lowed by the rest of the men In full
uniform, carrying kits on their backs
and wearing trench helmets, Thelr
guns, are much longer than ours and
welgh 13 pounds, while ours welgh
nine; thelir bayonets, long and sharp,
are carried stralght up. Thelr forma-
tion was perfect and you should have
seen thier drill., with such snap and
uniformity.

“We think we cocan rlrill and really
are not bad for the time we have been
at lt, but we are like Boy Scouts as
compared with these men, Just before
they laft the thousand of us who wara
watching them gavae such a hearty
three cheers that I think it could have
been heard in Washington, D. .

“Then they gave three chears for us
Thess men are real soldiers and each
one wears some medal of honer. It
gave ma some thrill to ses these brave
men march by, escorted by the band.
Belleve me, I am glad they cams to
Fort Myer."

Auxiliary Is Tharked by
Boys in France.

Candy, Tobacco, Toweln and Gun
Hags Deciared Acceptahble.

French Railroads Described
by Cove Soldier.

Cars Are Smnall and Engines Are of
Anclent Dealgn.

26.—(Bpecial.)—

Ingram, Com-
Twenty-third
Cove boy now In France, under date of
i4, glves this information in his
first letter homeéa:

“Our ahip anchored out In the harber
and we weérs taken off by small steam-
tha afternoon.
three and four

One of the first of the many
strange things that impressed me was

miles to the

compared with
United States

rallronds are marrow gEauge,
whoels having spokes,
queer. The cars are short, and the drive
engines are atrips
steel about two inches wide. That little
engine on our Central Oregon
would be a glant besida them.
ench have o
they blow at
" unnecessary for they move very

horn which

Speaking of the trip ancross, he says:
few days we sulept In our
redlize I had been
under any straln
, until we saw land
and I knew we were out of danger.,”

Reed Student Says Yankees
Are Up and Domg.

Corporal Guy Randlen
dress to Suany France.

Changes Ad-

RINCIFAL: HOFPKIN

Jetferson High School, has recalved

letter from Corporal
Guy A. Randles, formerly'a student at
is now somewhere
line trenches in France
with the 28th Aero Sgquadron, American
Expeditionary Force. Extracts from the
lettar follow:

“Somewhat over a year ago I left the
spacious halls of our school. Bince than
it has stayed in
of my heart reserved for such
life has made the very
of those four yvears which 1
spent there priceless to me,

that school,
near the front

;

RESERVE RECRUIT IS
GIVEN SEND-OFF,

EMEERS of Company F Auxiliary

of the 1624 Infantry, who have
been sending gifts to the boyas and
thelr company, as wall as giving ald to
other uniforméd men, ars thanked in
n letter received lant week from Cap-
taln Eugene C. Libbey, commanding F.
Company, now stationed In England.

“On dehalf of the men and officers
of this company.” the letter readsa, *“I
wish to offer you our sincers thanks
and to assure you of our thorough ap-
preciation for your kindness In send-
ing the candy, tobaeco, towels and gun
rags which wa have lately been re-
ceiving from you.

“Nothing could have been more ac-
ceptable,. Candy went out of existence
on this slde several months ago, Ameri-
can tobacco s almost unprocurable,
dish cloths are a neceasity threaes timas
& day and gun rags are always noaded.

“Thene are all items which It is dif-
flieult or imposaible Lo secure over heres
and your judgment as to what to send
is commendabla.

“We certainly ndmire the aspirit
which Impals you to give Your timae
and efforts to asszist us, It Is en-
couraging to know that thers is rome-
body In ‘God's country’ who is think-
ing of us, not only In spirit but Iin =&
material way."”

The Auxiliary of Company F meets
every Tuesday at 2 P, M., at the Meler
& Frank store. sixth floor, and will
weltome all relatives and friends of

Lths boys of Company ¥,

J. D, Brophy.

Employes of
shipyards held a send-off party
Friday night, 3
of J. D, Brophy, of Chicago, who
camas here early this year to do

and is now enlisting in the Naval
After a number of con-
gratulatory speeches Mr.
was presented with a box of sil-
contained $67
used for the purchase of liberty
bonds and thrift stamps.

friends In this city, was formerly
the American Ra-
ns salesman

employed by
diator Company
thair Chicago msales district.
installed the exhiblit of the Car-
negle Institution at the Panama-
Pacific Expoxition in San Fran-
His father, who has charge
the guards at the Field Co-
lumblan Museum In Chicago, was

for 12 years In tha British and

B PEEE SISt SIS ISP I It et et SIS et Sttt sttttetistttsetittes
. . . i z
»,
| SR aaaa————— SR SR ST A S S S S S S e S A S e e

Jefferson High Scheal paper) arrives)
for me

“According to one of the last ‘Spec-
trums.” I am some place near Fn—tl
Worth, Texas. | am several thousand
miles from there at present Sunny |
France Is my address now, but I have|
not noticed the sunny part yet. My |
varied aero experiences have been ne-
cented by bombs and #sheills which )
"Fritz’ donates to us now and again,
and also a lttle shrapnel from the
"Archiea." Our alirdrome Is one of the
clomest to the front line.

*During the recent drive of tha Hun
on this front we had plenty of work to

should. On every side I hear only com-
pliments for their work. We seem to

of the tales which the allied soldiers
who have battied side by side with our
Infantry, tell,

"Our squadron is with the Royal Alr

planes are ready. “u need all the meén

1
s
i
s
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Dalilas M, Mark, Whe Writes In-
tereatingly of Army Life In
Franece.
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wa ocam g=t over here. Tha men who
held the Hun off during the last drive
say that they were coutnumbered by the |
enemy 10 to one.

“Thare are about three times as many

are representatives from RNY -\rhr-rl
state, and s0 some gEreat arguments |
about our homes develop among us
Oragon or Californla always wins, even
against New York.

“*On my first leave I am planning to
g0 to Rome and If the war lasts long
enough I'tl try to see Parls and London,
Althouagh wea went through England
we entirel missed the capital. Let's
hope for a speedy end to this horrible
mix-up.”

Soldiers’ Life Not All Shell
and Barrage Fire.

Boys Owver There Sometimes Have
Holldays and Esjoy Them.

T 1an't all bursting shells and barrage

fire for the boys in France. On
their days off they have pretty good
times if they are located bhehind the

trenchea I. A. Thirkell, Company C,
1624 Infantiry, writes entertainingly of
& holiday hs recantly ern_oyed C. L
BuBols, 88 Front streat, Is the recipleant
of the letter, from which tha follow-
ing extiracts are taken:

“Yesterday, belng Eunday, we had the
afternoon off, so thres of us took a trip
acrons the river to a little town. In
order to ge! there you have to have a
spacial pass, so not many of thea sol-
diers get over thare, and conssquently
the people have not yet learned to put
prices up. They will learn soon enough
After getling off the ferryboat you can |
either hire a coupe, ride in a hotel bhus
or on the traln. We hired a coupe;
that is, we hired a vehilcle that at one

time was considered a coupe, and rode
A couple of miles up 1o another Ilit
burg, the ride costing us two france—
26 cents In American money.
“Consldering sverything, we had ex-
tremely good luck, as mnone of the
wheels came off and the horses troltted
the full two miles without falling dead
The road was a fine one, and on each
mide of It wera little ocottages or
chateaux, all of them as pretty as r..r
tures. Talk about your landscape g»
dening! Why, thess French peog
have gardens the llke of which wyou

people in America. Of course, they ure
small, but they are fine., All the housas
are bullt of white masonry, with red
tlle roofs, which, when set in A grove
of evergreen treem, mnkeg them look
lilke the places you read about, but
never saxpsct Lo saa.

“After roaming around for a couple
of hours, taking In all the sights, we
declded we wanted some refreshments
and headed for the nearest cafe. In
the place where we are qguartered |t
conts more Lo drink than it does

by the slight cost of refreshments.
“The round trip on the boat coat 45
centlimes, or 9 cents In Amarican
money. We had a very pleanant after- |
noon,.the only Lrouble being that the
last boat left about 6:45, when we
wished It wouldn't go till midnight.”

Soldier Mixed Up With Con-

crete in Frmce.

Jease M, Hutson, of Meod River, Fas
Mirmculous Escape From Denth.

-

00D HIVER, June 4. —According

to letters arciving here from other
Hood River boys, members of Company
F.. 15th Engineersg Regiment., now In |
France, Jessa M. Hutson, of Parkdale, |
A member of the unit, had » miraculous
escape from death recently when
caught In & concretes mixer. The incl- |
dent Is fully desoribed In the April
isaus of The Splker, a publication in- |
sued monthly by the men of the 1s5th
Regiment, as follows

“Roosevelt dlscovered the River aofl
Doubt., Peary the North Fole and other
great sxplorers covered other unknown
sections of the earth's surface, but it
remalned for Jesse M. Hutson, of Com-
pany F, to explore the varlous nicks
and crannies In the interior of a con-
crote mixer.

“The day's work at the mixer wasx
completed, and Huston crawled into the
drum of the machine to give it a thor.
ough washing. About that time one
of tha boys caught the idea of warm-
ing up the engine a little and gave or-
ders for the mixer to be started. After
Hutson had been thoroughly mixed
with conecrete and water by ssaveral
revolutions of the drum, he was dis-
covered by the sngineer and the ma-
cehine WAS stopped, giving him a
chance to crawl out with a slight limp,
but unperturbed. He s of the opin-
jon, however., that any spaed records
praviously held by squlrrels for going
around wheels has been beaten by
him. Ha decinres that It was worse
than wrestling with Alva Hardman

“Hutson says he intends to publish
his memoire, telling of his narrow es-
caps from becoming a portion of the
conerets work of the new dock.”
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