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PRICE FIVE CENTS.

BUILDING DELAYED
BY ADMIRAL GAPPS

Steel Ship Construction
Long Held Up.

W00D WORK IS HANDIGAPPED

Southern Pine Producers Un-
able to Deliver Timber.

COAST MATERIAL NOW USED

Chairman
Board,
Corporation, and Others Testi-

of Shipping

of Fleet

Hurley,

Charles Piez,

fy at Senate Investigation.

-

WASHINGTON, Dec. —~—Testimony
of Shipping Board officials in the
investigation of delays to the
programme, disclosed that tiee
start on construction of fabricated steel
vhips was dslnyed two months by the
usal of Rear-Admiral Capps, for-
merly general manager of the Emegrg-
ency Fleet Corporation, to close con-
tracts negotiated by his predescesasor,
Ljor-General Goethals, until many
rations 1n them were made.

he fabricating construction dJ&slay
and other delays to the programme
were brought out In guestions maked
by ths Senate commerce committes con-
ducting the inguiry of Chalrman Hurley
and John A. Donald, of the Shipping
Eoard, Charles Plen, naw general man-
snger of the corporation, and Rear-
Admiral Bowles, his aide.

Some of the causes for thes general
deiay In both steel and wooden con-
struction were glven by the witnesses
ns changes In specifications, differencea
beatwesn Admiral Capps and pullders,
and slow delivery of materinle. The
cumulation of delays, Mr. Hyurley ad-
mitted undar questioning, brought
nbout the recent reorganization of the
flset corporation which endead in Ad-
miral Capps’ resignation.

Sonthern Pine Deliverfes Slow.

The wooden bullding progiramme was
held back largely, Mr. Plex testified, by
the Ilnabllity of sogthern pide producars
to dellver timber. The condition of af-
falrs was uncovered by an_ inwvestight-
ing committes headsd by Mr. Ples,
which made a tour of the yards for
the Shipping Board.

“Whose fault was that?™
was asked.

“I do not know,” he replied. I undar-
stand that the Sontharn Pine Associa-
tion promised to deliver the timbers
and thean fall down on the order.”

*“What are you dolog to correct the
situation?'

“We are having fir drought from the
Pacific Coast.”

today

Hennte's

Mr. Ples

Many contracts already let for
wooden shipz in the East will bave to
be.transferred to the West, Mr. Plez

mdded, in order to get the vessels com-
pleted, as sufficient timber cannot be
had in the East.

Sepator Nelson @irected a long serles
ol guestions at Mt Flezx to learn why &
practical shipbullder would not be &
proper man for general manager.

“Are you a shipblulder?' asked the
Eenator.

Flex Not Ship Buildes.

"No,” replisd Mr. Plex, “but I have
haed large experience in organization
and manufacturing work.”

“Den't you think It would be better
to have a2 practical builder at the head
of the shipping programme.™

“I bhave sdngineering tralning and
have a force of .experts under me.”

Finally Mr., Plex azald somewhat
eharply:

"I want you to understand, SEenator,

{Continuasd on Page §, C‘-olumﬂ 8.)
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NEW YORKDOWNTO
DAY’S FUEL SUPPLY

DRASTNC CONSERVATION MEAS-
TRE ENDER CONSIDERATION.

Commiitee Will Be Appointed to De-
termine What Industries Will
Be Allowed Coal.

NEW YOREK, Dec 21—With only
about ‘a day's supply of fuel in the city
in excess of Its needs, drastic consarva-
tion measures were under considera-
tion tpday st a confergnce between Al-
bert FIl. Wiggin and Reeve Schley, fuel
admimistrators, rspectively, for New
York State and New York County.

“We are not going to be drastic to
the exten! of causing an {ndustrial
erugtion, however,” sald Mr. Wiggin
in announcing that a conservation com-
mities would be appointed, three mem-
bers of which were to be coal men. This
committes, in acoordance with Instrue-
tigns from the Federal fuesl adminls-
trption, will determine what Industries
are to be supplied with coal after do-
maestic needs have been met.

“The cutting off of heat and light to
puch places as skating rinks and cab-
arets, the dimming of electric advertis-
Ang sign= and the ellmination of excess
Ughting in public places are under-
rstood to ba some of the measures which
probably will be taken to save fuel

While these precautions were boing
considered. coal dealers announced that
more coal for New York Cilty reached
New Jersey tidewnter points today than
had been received there In any llke
period this Winter.

HOTEL BUS FELLS MAN

Unidentified Pedestrian Run Over at
Sixth and

Davis Streets.

An unldentified pedestrian about 50
years old was badly injured at €:30
o'clock last night by belng struck by
the Oregon Hotel bus, driven by Ches-
ter Eilllott, at Sixth and Davis strests.
He was taken to St. Vincent's Hospital
at 7:30 P. M.

The chauffeur reported to Harry P.
Coffin, chalrman of the publlie safety
commission, that he wag driving north
on Sixth street about 12 miles an hour
when the man stepped out from be-
hind another machine. The fonder of
the bus struck the pedestrian, carried
him a few feet and then dropped him
under the whaala.

GERMANS AGAIN TRY RAID

One Hostlle Airplane Forced to De-
scend In England.

LONDON, Dec. 22.—An air rald was
attempted on the Keéntlsh coast shartly
aftar & o'clock tonight. One ralder
was forced to Gescend closs to the
coast, the ecrew of thres being cap-
tured alive. No other machines have
come over land at this time.

A second attack developed about 8:30,
when a few bombs were dropped in
Thanet. The raiders did not psnetrate
rurther inland. No casualties or dam-
age resultad.

GERMAN LOSSES ASSERTED

Krupp Plant Reported Quadrupled
to Keep Submarines Supplied.

GENEVA, Dec 22.— The Krupps
have recently quadrupled their naval
plant near Ki¢l, sccording to a dis-
palch from Beriln by way of Berne to
La Bulsee.

This was done at the request of the
German government for the purpose
of making up losses in submarines,
which, the dispatch asserts, have been
heavier than thea German Admiralty
admits

101 VICTIMS OF SUBMARINE

British Armed Stea);ncr Torpedoed
in Irish Channel.

LONDON, Dec. 22.—The British armed
steamer Stephen Furness has been tor-
pedoed and sunk by a German subma-
rine in the Irizsh Channel, It was offi-
cially announced today.

Six ofﬂcert_ and !k_'- men were lost.

FURIOUS ASSAULT
REGAINS ASOLONE

Italians Drive Back
Teutons in Night.

FIGHTING TERRIFIC ALL DAY

Sleeping Garrison on Summit
of Mountain Surprised.

SERIOUS MENACE REMOVED

Italinn Sailors and Marines, Land-
ed From Fleet, Attack Enemy At-
tempting to Cross Old Plave at
Nearest Point to Venice.

HEADQUARTHRS OF THE ITALIAN
ARMY IN NORTHEREN ITALY, Dsc. 21.
—{(BYy the Associnted Press.)—In a suc-
cession of brilliant attacks throughout
Yesterday and today the Italians suc-
ceaded In dislodging the enemy from &
Ereat part of Monte Asclone and driv-
ing him back more than two-thirds of &
mile along a three-mile front.

Aselone Serious Menace. 3

The enamy's occupsation of Asolons
was regarded as & ssrious menace, be-
cause It gave him partial contreol of

San Lorenzo Valley, leading to the
plain and Bassano.
A dstermined effort was made,

therefore, to redeem ths position. The

first attack was in darkness at 4
o'clock yesterday morning, when =
emnall detachment of thes Seventh In-
fantry climbed Monte Asclone and

made & furious charge on tha sleeping
garrison, For a timea the little band
was beyond tha summlit, but was
finally driven back by superior num-
bers,
Fighting Furfoua All Day.

The day attack began at 10 o'elock
In the morning, when the Alpin! and
Seventh Regiments

mdvanced on a
three-mile front, having Asolons as ita
cantér. The left and center moved

stralght ahead, while the right exe-
cuted a turning movement which par-
tially enveloped the enemy position on
Asolone. The fighting was furious afl
through the day and into the darkness
of last night, when the Italians had
again mastered the strategic pointa of
Asclone, and the enemy was pushed
back for nearly & mile,

Marines Drive Back Enemy.

The enemy's effort to cross the old
Piave at the nearsast polnt to Venlice
has been thrown back by Italian
snllors and marines. The enemy used
armed flatboats carrying a storming
party. The Italians landed a party
from the fleat and enguged In the
epemy, driving him back and sinking
ona of his armed boats,

BOMBS WRECK FARM HOUSE

Samuel Blesel, Wife and Five Chil-
dren Receive Warning.

EUGENE, Or., Dec. 23,—(Special)—
Bomba were set off on thres sides of
the house ocoupied by Bamuel Blesel,
wife and five small children an Cedar
Flat, near Hendricks bridge Thursday
night and Friday morning. Bleasl found
a warning, with skull and crossbones
and the words, "Move ontL”

The explosions occurred at about 11
o'clock at night. One destroyed the
woodshed and the others damaged the
housa and broke thse windows

The offlcers, working under the di-
rection of Bheriff J. C. Parker. ars
making an investigation. Blessl 1s sald
to have had some trouble with reai-
dents of that mnelghborhood aver the

_9’0 of the range.

INDEX OF TODAY'S NEWS

The Weathar,

TESTERDAT E—Maximem temparaturs, B7
dagreaes; mintmum, 47 degreea
TODAY'S—Unassttled, probably rain;
erate winds, mostly westerly.

War,
Russfans quit peace conference with Ger-
manm, ﬁ report. BSsetion 1. page K
American women working to restores devas-

tated  districts of France. Bectlon 1,
page 8
Itaffans In furfous assault regaln Mount

Asolons. Sectlon 1, page 1.
Forelgn.

Cangda bars ilguers to =ave graln. Section
1, page 2

Main Krupp plant at Essen reported dam-
aged soriously by fire. Section 1, pages 6

Japan declares reporta of army mobilization
groundiess, ESectlon 1, pags 6.

War shaking passiviam of German publle.
Section 1, pago 5.

Bx-Premier Calllaux, of France, will be
tried for treason. BHection 1. page L

National.

Steel alip conatruction delayed by action
of miral Capps. Section 1, page 1.
Crozler berated (n Senate Army Inguiry,

Saction 1, page 2.
Domestlc,
New York Is down to silngle day's fuel sup-

piy. Bection 1, page 1.
30 suspected dynamiters arrested in Sacre-
anio, Hection 1, page .
2000 men train at Ban Diego school BSec-
tion 1, page

162 enlisted meon Wwill mttend third officers’

training eamp. Section i, page 17.

Court declares George W. P. Hunt Governor
of Arisona. Bection 1, page 9.

Confession reported in notoricus Keet kid-
nuping case. SHection 1, page &

Fackers® side Illnes widely ramify in Com-
gressional Inquiry. Section 1, page 6.
Sports.

Beattle's fighting fireman s stur, Section

2, page 1.

National Colleginte Assoclation me#t Friday,
Hectien 2, pagae 1.

Btato swimming and Alving meet 1s January
1. Sectlon 2, page 2.
Mount Angesl basketbsll team's
bright. Section 1, page 2.
Judge McCredie asks fans to help plek man-
ager for Colts. Section 2. pagp 2.

Basketball prospects At Eugene gloomy. Bec-
tion 3, page 2.

Phliadelphia angry over sale of Alexunder
and Klllifer. Section 2, page 3.

Athiletics, benafit soldiers. Bsction 2, page 3.

“Blg Ten' fix track and basebail schadulea.
Bection 2, page 4.

Gotch’'a weork on mat unsurpassed.
2, page 4

Californla boxers gain good reputations in
FPortland by wvictories. Baction 2, pags 4.

Hockey ssason opsns hare. SHocotlon 2, page 3.

FPacific Northwest.

Many would bs Seattie’s Mayor to succeed
Hi1 Gill. Baction 1, page 7.

Astoria people send telegrams to Washing-
ion protesting egainst proposed femoval
of trou from Fort Stevens. Sectlon 1,
pago 1

Two members of Publle Service Commission
oxpress opposition to propossd zone-fare
plan. Eection 1, page 10.

Commercinl and Marine.

Expected advance in potate prices does not
materinlize. SHection 2, page 1l

Government scopes present wool values as
inflated. Eeotlion 2, puge 11.

Coarse gralns close higher in Chicage mar-
ket. Seotion 2, page 11

Forelgn war bonds Eron;ar In Wall street.
Section 2, page 1

Mock court fines aboard stesamer Rose City
aids Red Cross fugds. - Section I, peago 13,

Henry Jacobsen, of Tenth Enginears, writes
from France. Bection 2. page 12,

Five hundred thousand anen mre wahted to
man blg emergency fleel Esctlon 2,
page 12,

Portinnd ‘buliders, respond to Nation's plea
for more ships. Section 2, page 12,

Portland snid Vielnity.

Sixteen-year-old Fiopsie Coffman found
when Itallan confesses. Esctlon 1, page 4.

E D. Cumick wants Hepublican nomination
for State Treasurer, Saction 1, page 6.

Fortland's gift of 23 ambulances buay on
French battlofields Section 1, page 11.

Bhrinera spread Christmas cheer. Sectlon 1,
page T

Two sons of Dr. Benjamin H. Figsher enlist.
Section 1. page 11,

Dr. Luather R. Dyott digs. Bection 1, page 12.

Japan fetes Hardy, Perry expedition sur-
vivor. Section 1, page 18

Mayor Baker lays down rules for vice sup-

prospects

Esactlon

pression. Seation 1, page 13.

¥. W, Volger discusres functions of big
distributor. Eection 4, page 8

Fathers of Oregon men Iin sarvica to
form permanent organization. BSection 1,
page 14,

Classification of questionnalirea keep boards
busy. Section 1, page 15,

Lucy Carter's companion held for her mur-
der. Section 1, page 185.

Cornelius Lane spared tragic fate by trans-
fer from li-fated destroysr. HSection 1,
page 14

Fifty-doliar prize attraction of coming State
Teachers' convention. BSection 1, page 16

Fortland completes plans for dntertalnment
of thousands of soldiers and sallors. Sec-
tion 1, page 16,

Colonel Dizque glad to have spruss ocut here
if miils esn handle work satinfactorily.
Section 1, page 17.

Promotion le fast for successful students in
radio classes. Section 1, page 17.

Life in Swise war colony portrayed by Mrs.
Juns Richardson. Section 1, page 18,
Many rumors current os to raliroad changes.

Section 1, page 20.

German {3 seized on answer In questlon-
nalre. SHection 1, page 1.
Red Crosa race mapid In Oregon, but Ports

fand lags. Section 1, page 12,

Portland will be host to loyal wons in serv-
lce for Christmas, Section 1, page 1.
Wanather report, data and forecast. Section

2, page b.

CAILLAUX WILL BE
1RIED FOR TREASON

Immunity Is Revoked at
ex-Premier’s Demand.

AGGUSATIONS MEET DENIAL

French Deputies Suspend Par-
liamentary Right, 417 to 2.

CROWDS ATTEND SESSION

In Impassioned Speech Before Body
of Chamber, Man Charged With
Dealing Treasonably With
Enemy Demands Inguiry.

FARIS, Deac. 22.—A resglution was
adopted in the Chambar of Deputles
late today depriving ex-Premler Joseph
Calllaux of Parllamentary immunity in
the accusations aguinst him for allaged
treasonable dealings with tha enemy.
The vote on tha resclution was 417 to 2.

A aimilar rasolution in regard to
Deputy Louls Loustalot was adoptad
with a show of hands by the chamber.

The chamber adopted the resolution
in regard to the ex-FPremier after the
latter had miade a long address in de-
fense of his position and alleged ac-
tions, and had asked that his Parita-
mentary immunity be suspanded so that
he might be tried and receive “justice
concerning all the calumnies™ to which
he had been subjected.

____ Public’s Interest Intense.

“l demand trial,” exclaimed the
ex-Fremier concluding his address, “so
that my volce may not be stifled by the
rolling tumbril of a new santerre.”

The proceedings Iin the Chamber of
Deputles when the report of the Cham-
ber's committee on the guestion of the
suspension of Immunity of M. Calllaux
and Depuly Loustalot came up for dis-
cusslon interested the public Intensely,
as was Indlcated by the fur-clad groups
of men and women walting in the
freazing stmosphere outside early to-
day for the Chamber to opean.

Caillapx Makes Reply.

Almost all the seats were occupled
when President Deschanel's bell rang
and B Palsant, for'the Investigating
committee, rose to explain its findings.

M. Caillaux entered at this juncturs
carrying a bundle of letters and docu-
ments, Deputy Loustalot was next
heard, reading a brief declaration In a
tremulous volce, expressing his Indig-
nation at belng accused of complieity
In tréeasonabls transactions, M. Caillaux
then rose.

“1 will reply to the accusations of
which I am the object,” ha said, “with
as much reserve and as much self-con-
trol as possible.

Country Served, Is Asserted.

“I am mot accused of betraying my
country for money, no! But for ambi-
tion,” the former Premier continued,
and then declared with emphasis:
‘Never have I tried, directly or indirect-
ly to come into contact with our an-
emies. Never have I used subterranean
paths to succeed in a foreign policy.

*“I have always to the full measure
of mYy powers served my country.

“The only reproach anyons could
make to me is that I have been too re-
served.”

The Chamber listened {n absolute si-
lence while M. Calllaux reviewed his
various relationships, which have bsen
regarded by hls accusers as suspicicus.
He danied having sent Bolo Pasha
abroad or thaut he had anything to do
with Bolo's seeking of funds In the
United States to buy the Journal.

As for the Bonnet Rouge, that wes a

political affalr, he asserted, and then
entered into further explanations. In
regard to the Foreign Office docu-

___{Concluded on Pags 2, Column &.)

GERMAN IS SEIZED
ON DRAFT ANSWER

FRANK MEYER SAYS HE WOULD
FIGHT FOR EAISER.

Restaurant 26, Checks
Himself In Questionnaire
as Allen Enemy.

Worker,

Frank Meyer, German resident of
Portland, Is belleved to be the first Ore-
gon registrant to have put himself in
jall by means of questionnaire answaras.

Meyer listed himself an allen enemy,
Now he lr In Multnomah County jall
and is to be Interned for the duration
of the war.

“There iz no 506-50 In me” Deputy
United States Attorney Robert R. Ran-
kin reports Meyer as having exclaimed
as he was being guestioned regarding
his sworn allegiance to Germany.

“Then you mean to say that you
would, If you had the chance, return to
Gormany and take up arms against the
United States? Mr. Rankin interro-
Eated.

Meyer balked, and had to be shown
the right of the examiner to ask this
question. Convinced on this polnt he
blurted out:

“Of course, 1 would™

“Marshal, take the man and hold him
for internment' rejolned the Govern-
ment Inquisitor.

Meyer was arrested yesterday morn-
Ing by Deputy United States Marshal
B, T. Mass, at 251 Burnside street, In &
restaurant, where he was employed
The arrest was due to the nature of
the answers the young German had re-
corded in filling out his questionnaire.

In the questionaire Meyer, who gave
hils age as 26, checked himsslf as an
allen enemy and answered “yes”™ to the
query a5 to whether or not he was
willing to return to his native country
and “enter its military sarvice*

PATROLS KILL TEUTON SPY

Had Drawings of Troop Camps, Fort
Bliss and Other Fortifications.

EL PASO, Tex., Dec. 22.—Charles H.
Felgs was shot and killled by United
States Army patrols when he attempted
to cross the river to Mexico hers late
today. Felge waa belleved to have been
A German spy, and when hls papera
were examined a notebook, drawings
and ground plans of troop camps, Fort
Bliss and other fortifications near here
were found.

He also carried a camera with him
and was belleved to have been obtain-
ing military information for transmis-
slon to Germany through Mexlico.

PACIFIST GETS YEAR IN JAIL

Leader of Conscientious Objectors to
Be DPrafted

After He Serves.
BALT LAKE CITY, Dec. 22.—John W.
Hils, pacifist, Soclalist and exponent of
the doctrines of consclentious objectors
aguinst war, was sentenced to one
year's Imprisonment by Judge Johnso
Iin tha Federal Court today for failure
to present himself for physical exam-
ination Iin connection with the draft.
Rils will bes avallable for military
service when his prison term explres.

NATURE STUDENT BURNED

Miss Opal

Whitely

When Coaloil Ignites.

Inhales Flame

EUGENE. Or.. Dec. 23.—(Spscial.)—
Misa Opal Whitely, well-known naturs

student, who is attending the Univer-
sity of Oregon, sustalned painful
burns of the face here today. Ths ac-

cldent happened where she has been
rooming while attending school.

Miss Whitely was carrying tweo
quarts of coaloll near a stove when It
ignited. She i(nhaled some of the
flames, but It {s not belleved her in-
Jurles are of & permanent nature.

Republicans to Confer.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 22.—It was an-
nounced at Republican National Com-
mittee hezadquarters today that Chailr-
man Wilillcox has called 3 meating of
the committes In St. Louls February 12.

It 18 understood Chalrm:n Willcox
recantly has told friends pressure of
other business makes it desirable for

BOYS INKHAKI WILL
PA33 HOLIDAY HERE

Advance Guard of 1000
in From Camp Lewis.

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT APPARENT

Great Free Attraction to Be
Staged at Auditorium.

BANKS REWARD EMPLOYES

Santa Claus Will Bring Gifts to Lit-
tie ¥olk Marooned on Trains and
Everywhere Plans Are Golng
Ahead for Merry Day.

This wlill be
Christmas.

Two special trains of soldlers from
Camp Lewis reacned Portland last
night, bringing about 1000 men in ollve
drab, who will spend the week end
here, and a large proportion of thsam
will be abla to stay over for tha holl-
days.

From Bremerton, Fort Stevens, Van-
couver Barracks and other military and

essentially a noldlers’

naval camps roundabout will come
largs numbers of men In the sarvice
of the Nation, who will turn to Pori-

land for Christmas,
Big Entertnlnment Planned.

The municipal Auditorium will atage
a big entertninment for soldiers Christ-
mas day, with dancing and theatrleal
atiractions, and refreshments at in-
tervals, from noon until midnight. Sol-
dleras and sallors, with thelr families or
swoethearts, will be the only ones ad-
mitted. For them, of course, there will
bo ne charge, and none others can get
in at any price.

Girls of the Honor Guard and dthers
will attend to make It an especially
big hollday for the visiting soldiers.
Local veudeville houses will cantribute
acts and four bands will supply music
for dancing. Tweanty-five men of the
aviation saction stationed at Vancou-
ver Barracks wlill serve as the floor
committea,

Chriatman Spirit Noted.

The Christmas spirit may be sald to
be already here. It was evidenced in
ths stores and on the streets yesterday,
{n home= and busilness housas. The
shops '‘are aglow with the tinsel and
greenary of the season and there are
more Christmas packages being shut-
tled about the city for delivery than
tha town ever saw before.

Santa- Claus invaded Portland banks
yesterday, when usual Christmas gifts
for employes were distributed. Tha
United Statea National gave each one
on the staff half of one month's sal-
ary as a reminder of the sea=mon, and
the Northwestarn Natlonal Bank gave
each one §26. Tho Flrst Natlonal re-
members {ts employes at Christmas by
paying up for another ¥year the pra
mium on the group life Insurancs pol-
fcy In effect throughout the institu-
tion. The Bank of Callfornia has dis-
tributed as a special Christmas token
half of one mont's salary.

Bonuses to Be Glven.

This delightful Christmas custom will
be observed widely throughout the elty.
Many business houses will recognize
that their prosperity Ia due largely to

the loral work of employes, and will
reward It with glfts at this season.
Many of the biggest firms will dis-

tributs special bonus gifts, but the an-
nouncements will not be "made untit
tomorrow or Christmas daoay. Numerous
other establishments make thelr bonus
payments on New Year's

Travel has noever been so heavy at
this season as now. All rall lines re-
port full trains with former records

{Concluded on Page L Column 1.)

CARTOONIST REYNOLDS GIVES US THIS PICTORIAL INTERPRETATION OF SOME RECENT NEWS EVENTS.
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