e Oregon

. PORTLAND, OREGON.
Enaters] at Portland (Oregon) Postoffics as
Syvond-ciuss mall matter. ¥
Eubseription rule(nn— 1:;;'; )nh!y In‘ advance:
. ¥

Dally, Bunday Includad, one year.......J5.00
Dafiy, Bunda¥ Inciuded, six months. .... 4.25
Daily, Sunday Inciuded, thred months. a2
Dally, Sunday lacluded, ane month
Dxily, without Sunday, one year..
LDally, without Sunday, six months. ...
Dally, withoot Sunday, thres months.,.
Duaily, without Sunday, on
WaenRly, ons year . -
Suniiay, one year
Bunday and weekiy.
{By Carrier.)
SBunday Incioded, one yeatr. .. e+
¥, Sunday included, one month..,...
without Sunday, one year......
» without Sunday. three monihs
» Without Sunday, one month

How to Remit—Send postoffles money or-
der. expresa or personal check on your
local bank. ®, coln or currEncy are at
owness riak postofficn address In fall,
laciuding county and siate.

Postage Hates—12 19 pages, 1 cent; 18
to 32 pagox, 2 cents; to 45 pages, 5 conis;
L0 to 60 pages, 4 cente; 02 to 78 pages, 5
cénts; T8 to 82 pages, 6 cents, Foreign
postage, Jdouble ratem

Eastern Business Qffice—Verresa & Conk-
IMn, Brunswick bdbuilding New York. Verree
& Conklin, Steger buwilding, Chicago: San
Franelscs rapregentative, . J, Didweil, T42
Market street,

MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS.

Ths Associated Press !a exclusively en-
titind tn the uw for republication of all naws
dispatches crodited to it or not otherwise
eredite! in thias papar. and also the local
sawe published herein.

All rights of repoblieation of special dis-
paiches hersin are also Teserved,

PORTLAND,

SUNDAYX, DEC. 16, 19717.

' OURB FOUNDATION TROUBLE.
The Salem Capital Journal is im-
Pressed by certain recent observations
of The Oregontan on higher taxes and
cumbersome . and. -imeficiant govern-
ment; but it complains that no rems-
edy is offered.

It 18 not easy to devise a remedy,
which the public will accept. The
Oregonian is no pessimist, but it will
say frankly that it 1s hopeleas about
worth while reformm until an in-
formed and intelligent public opinion
demands it; and then, doubtless, it
will be forthcoming. Our jdea of the
process by which there will be an end
10 the steadily ascending accumuln-
tion of taxes—we have no thought
that there will be permanently lower
taxes for a long time to come—is,
first, judicious selection by the public
of determined and experienced offi-
ciale! second., their support while in
office; third, a refusal to accept the
cure-alls of administration and gov-
ernment constantly offered by quacks
and experimenters; fourth, no poli-
ties; fifth, a rule that no citizen with
an ax to grind shall enter the Court-
house, or the City Hall, or the State
Capitol, except at public hearings:
sixth, that it shall be a crime to dis-
cuss public affairs with a public offi-
<lal on other than public ocoasions:
seventh, renovation of the civil service.

Perhaps it may be said that these
items, some of which are remote from
mny of the plans of reform devised
and uprged by our local publlicists and
statesmen, Are offered in a bantering
spirit; and it may be go. Yet The
Oregonian will say in all earnestness
that they reveal In themselves the
essential trouble with our public ser-
vants, public service and the public
itself. The public geéts the govern-
ment It tolerates; it would get better
government if it took the trouble to
face its own problems thoughtfully
and continuously, and did not dismiss
them to the thrifty custody of the
politiclans without sufficient consider-
ation. The public indifference is ghe
politicians® opportunity; he: selzes (L
The public thinks of public problems
n few minutes on election day: and
then it translates its hasty opinloms
or conclusions into action that prefers
# candidate for office of its own po-
liticnl party, or lodge, or neighbor-
hood, or church, or social and per-
sonul group; and it does not uniformly
select its officials with real knowledge
of their qualifieations, even where the
knowledge is obtainable.

It is not intended to
people make
not at all.

say that the
ulways unfit selections;
It is intended to say that
fitmess s mo sufficient guarantes of
retention In office. Until it is, there
will ba no permaoanent Improvement in
officinldom, no lowering of taxes, no
certainty that the publiec is getting a
dollar's return on every 100 cents it
furnishes,

What I8 fitness for public office?
is not difMicult to answer. It is adapti-
tude and taste for public affairs;
knowledge of the requirements of a
particular branch of service, honesty,
resolution, industry and diplomacy.
These things are self-evident. But
even then, such an officer may find it
impossible to do good work.

Whnt does he find when he 1s in-
ducted into office, with the most ma-
tured ldeas of what is needed, and the
proper nerve to carry them out? He
finds two employes whgre there should
be one, and he finds that they are.
at least in the city and in the schools,
protected by m civil service which
makes it next to impossible to get rid
of un Inefficient employe, or to pen-
sion him. He must work with and
through the tools he finds on hand.
He bocomes soon discouraged and he
drops inte the routine of the swivel-
chalir, Ho has heen conquered by
the system, Or where there Is no sys-
tem but politics, he yields to the cease-
less importunities of friends and sup-
yorters to tunke care of this or that
job-hunter,

Equally,
good  officera

It

it eeems ns hard to get
and good government
with civil pervice as without it. In
the one Instance it is possible to put
men and women into public jobs who
ought not to be put in: in the other
it is impossible to put men and women
out who ought to be put out,

A publie official in this ecity the
other day had occasion to need an
affice clerk, who should look after
the telsphone and recelve the public,
admitting those persons who should
be admitied, and excluding the others.
It is obvious that & person of activity
and discretion was required. The
place wus under civil service, and he
was by the higher authority given
three persons in the eligible list from
whom to make his cholce. The young-
est of the three was 71 years of age.
The official managed to reject them
ail, because each falled on trial and
gave it up, and he asked for a second
list. | The ploce fell to a man 40 years
of age whose chief work had been as
farmhand.

The Oregonian = almost ready to
say that if it had its way it would put
one man at the Courthouse, and make
him responsible for the entire county
Fgovernment, and one man a* the City
Hell and make hlm primarily respon-
sible. It would give each of them &
fixed period to make good, and then,
if dissatisfied. would try another. But
it knows that such publie officiel] in
either case, would be subject to con-
stant importunity and threats, express
or implied, of the recuil; and it would,
therefore, further suggest that the
public be privileged to go there only
on jits proper business, at proper times,

and that the newspapers be permitted ;

to discuss and criticise his acts only]

at stated Intervals—at the end of his
trial term, for example, in assessment
and review of his acts. Then we might
have efficlent government—Iif we had
the right man,

—

AN ABRMY CHAPLAIN,

The need of chaplains for the new
National Army has inspired discus=ion
in the religious journals of the qunlifi-
cations which an ideal chaplain should
possess, and there seems to be agree-
ment that all-around manliness, eou-
plad with tact, is the chief requisite.

Ability as a . pulpit orator 18 not
likely to count for much, and the men
are likely to judge him less by the
literary quality of his occaslonal ser-
mons than by his behavior seven days
in the week, giving no more welight to
Sunday than to any othér day. The
fact is that belng a chaplain is even
more a seven-day job than holding a
local pastorate, and the opportunities
for exercising real influence may be
greater in the Army thau they werse
out of it.

Chureh organisations= are interested
in the guestion because, while there
is no lack of applications for commis-
slons, It is believed that future useful-
ness of the church may be affected by
the kind of men It sends to war.

DOES SEATTLE WANT VICE?

Becauss of the short length of time
remaining in Mayor GillI's term of
office and the length of time required
to Institute a recall, the Mayoralty
recall method of setting Beattle right
in the eyes of the country may not
meet the exigencies of tho situaticon.
Not having at hand informatiop as to
the ‘individual termis of office of Seat-
tle's Councilmen, The Oregonian cnan-
not definitely say that the same ob-
siacle confronts their case, but it is
likely that opportunity Ia free to use
the recall machinery as to one or more
of them.

There is always more or less con-
fusion in the public mind as to the
l_mpeachment process. The vote of the
City Council was meraly equivalent to
dismissal by a court of a complaint
without having heard the evidence.
The charges in the lmpeachment reso-
lution were specific. Through investi-
gnt!ons and reports by the Fosdick
Commission vice conditions in Seattle
have become common knowledge., In-
dependent investigations by Army offi-
cials have led to declaration of quar-
antine against that city. The argu-
ment that the Mayor of Seattle did not
know of these conditions, or if he did
could not remedy them, is prepos-
terous. The culpability as result of
its net falls also on tHe Council.

Seattle does not now have a reputa-
tion to lose; it has a reputation to re-
trisve. Upon what its cltizens now do
will depend confirmation in the public
mind of that which has been suspected
and sometimes charged: That Gill is
glving Seates the kind of city the
people of Seattle want.

_RO\T NOT TO EXPEDITE SHIPS,

The opinion is warranted, if not ex-
pressed, by William Hard’'s article on
shipbullding in the New Republic
that the programme of providing ves-
eels for transport of men and muni-
tions would have been much farther
aleng if the Shipping Board had never
commandeered a single ship or ship-
yard and if the Emergency Fleet Cor-
poration had not let a single contract.
The principal achievement of the
Board so far has been to delay work
on the vessela which were already
under construction when it comman-
deered them nnd to prevent any other
ships from belng placed under con-
tract, except far  itself,, . . Mr. . Hard
makes this direct statement and then
glves evidence in its support:

We are llkoly to have fewer new merchant
ships on January 1 than If we had never
eromted the Emergency Fileet Corparation.
We created It to ot new ships, to expedite
new ships. We are now likely to have fewsr
of them on January 1 than |f we had never
created it at all, Our yards might well have
produced more ships by January 1 If the
Emergency Fleet Corporation had never beon
brought into cxistence.

This in substance is how he proves

it: When the Fleet Corporation came
into being, there were under construc-

tobtalned

thropic enterprise, that hqm:minm1
Mr. Bauer had besn sorely afflicted
during the past two or thres
by the death, of several near :eln-I

lamented wife, Rose Bloch-Bauer; but!
he bore his misfortunes with great
resignation, and appeared inspired on’
that account to do all the more for
others, He was the trusted represen-
tative and counsclor of many impor-
tant concerns, so that his place as a
Iawyer will not bhe easy to fll. As a
cltizen and friend his passing is also
much deplorad.

OBPEN THE LAND.

Operation of the 640-acre grazing
homestead law has been delaved by
the necessity of classifyving and desig-
nating land for stock driveways and
winterholes. Henecs the present need
of meat has found the stock Industry
of the West in a transition state, and
has tended to diminish production at
the precise tlme when it should be
increased.

In anticipation of futures surveys
and of the issue of regulations, 60,000
filings have been made, covering 24,-
000,000 acres, fees and commissions
to the amount of $1,500,000 have ac-
cumulated in the land offices, and
many settlers have gone on land be-
fore they have established a claim to
it. Great areas have been withdrawn
from entry pending location of drive-
ways, Including 136,291 acres in Eanst-
ern Oregon. It is highly desirable
that there bs Do nvoidable delay in
opening grazing land to scttlement, in
order that production of livestock be
increased to meet present needs. :

The world's stock of exttle hos
bean so reduced by the was that a
large increass of breeding stock will
be necessary for many yvears, and Eu-
rope must loek chisfiy to the United
Btatesa and other grazing countries of
the New World for new breeding stoclk
as well as for current meat supply.

THE LURE OF LOST TREASURE.

An ocean bed =trewn with wrecks
of every description, and modern
progress in the art of reaching the
depths of the =ea, glve promise of a
revival after the war is over of the
fine -‘0ld industry of treasure hunting.
Demnand for ships to re-establish trade
will furnish a powerful incentive for
salvage operations and for the crea-
tion of machinery on a hitherto un-
precedented scale. From the ralsing
of ships it will be only a stép to the
recovery of gold, wvast quantities of
which, not all uncharted, lie in the
boed of the deeop.

It would, indeed., be not In excess
of expectations if serious efforts were
refewed to uncover the fabulous treas-
ure of the Incas, which have been re-
cently recalied by the adventures of
an  Ameridan, n Mnjor Brooks, re-
corded in a publication of the Royal
Geographical SBoclety of England. This
treasure was collected to ransom Ata-
bualpa, whom PFizzaro and his Span-
lards held prisoner In 15632. Atahualpa
had been captured by treachery and
offéred to fill the room in which he
was confined with gold as a condition
of his release, When the Spaniards
prétended to ncecept his oiffer, Atla-
hualpa’s followers brought in the ran-
som. The Azxtec's jnllers broke falth
agaln and executed him. But the
Incas contrived to carry the treasure
away. They dammed a river in the
Andes nnd sank the gold in the lake
they thus created. The search for this
lake has been prosecuted at intervals
ever since then. Major Brooks be-
lieves that he almost found it, and is
going to try again.

But there I8 a chance for almost as
rich a haul in the harbor of Vigo,
Bpain, where Americans have also
besnamong the searchers. The Span-
ish for three yvears prior to 1792 had
been letting thelr treasure In Ameriea
accumulate, and in that year set out
across the Atlantic only after they had
a convoy of twenty-three
French warships to protect them from
the English and Dutch who were
scouring the seas. The glimpsa the
story gives us of the conditions of
those times is as interesting as the
tale of the treasure its«lf The Spanish
“plate ships” were warned by scoutsa

tion in old wyards; which were well
equipped and well manned, and in
boom yards, built for the ocecasion,
403 ships of 2500 tons each or over,)
composing a fleet of 2,800,000 tons|
dead weight. These ships were “our
hope for this Winter.”! The Fleet
Corporation is bullding three great
emergency yards in which standard
ships are to be buiit, but *“we may
safely say that if any one of them gets
to Europe in 1918, It will be to give
sustenance to Europe and to our Army
in Europe for the Fall and Winter of
1018-19."

Therefore orders wera given to ex-
pedite work on commandeered ships,
but Instead of increasing the price to
correspond with the Increased dost of
Iabor and materinl, as private owners,
eager to profit by fat frelght rates,
would have done, the Fleet Corpore-
tion held them to their contruct price.
If the bullders hed expedited them by
putting on second and third shifts,
they would have become bankrupt so
much sooner, so they continued to
work one eight-hour shift. There is
no chance to recoup themselves on
other contracts, for the Government
is thelr only customer. The Govern-
ment by building emergency yards
draws away men from the old yards
and, as Mr. Hard gays, speaking as a
shipbullder, "steals from me my
means of speed.” He roaises wages,
and so do his competitors. Then the
Government through an adjustment
board flxes wages, but it refuses to
bear the added cost canused by itsalf,
When the builder protesis, the Gov-
ernment agrees to assume half of the
added cost If the profit should fall
below 10 per cent, though even Sec-
retary Danilels pays a flat 10 per cent.

The Government which thus drives
into bankruptey the men on whom it
chiefly relles for the first essential of
getting its troops into the field is the
same Government which some people
wish to operate the railroads. It acts
s0 as to defeat its own ends as to
ships. What reason is there to expect
that it would do any better as to rail-
rouds? The spectacle is one to make
the Prussians laogh in ruthless glee.

When a man on the active roll of a
community's useful citizens drops sud-
denly from the ranks it brings home
to nll o startling realization of the
uncertainty of life's tenure. The death
of Cecll H. Bauer, In the maturity of
his active professional career, was
such an event. He was 47 years old,
and had been & practitioner of law in
Portland  since early manhood. He
was widely known and as widely re-
spected. It is not likely, however, that
the loss would have been so great if
Mr. Bauner'= Interests had been con-
fined merely to the law. He was
ready with help, personal and material,
in benevolent projects, and he had an
intimate assoclation with affairs and
people artistle and musical. Indeed,
it was while he was at Tacoma, visit-

of the secarch for them, uand were
strongly advised by thelr French pro-
tectors to take refuge in a French port,
instead of Cadiz. DBut Kingly honor
was not then above suspleion and the
Spaniards seemed to fear that Louls
XIV, once he got them in his terri-
tory, would find a pretext for keeping
thelr cargoes. So they compromised
on Vigo, where, eventually, they were
found by the English and Dutch, un-
der Sir George Rooke, who In one of
the most spirited naval battles of his-
tory defeated them nll and sank the
ships,.gold and all, in the bay. There
is sald to haove been a treasure of
more than 27,000,000 pounds sterling,
or $135,000,000 in round figures, only
a small part of which ever was re-
covered. It was the richest flotilla
that ever reachHed a European port.
Americans were scarching for it as
late as 1904, with such comparatively
rude salvaging machinery as was then
at their command. g
There are other millions wailting in
the West Indles, although their loca-
lion hns not been s=o definitely ascer-
tained. Cocos Island has become cele-
brated in songs and story because of
the treasure supposed to have been
buried there by pirates early in the
last century. Somewhere' in the cypress
swamps below New Orleans there re-
pose certain fabulous sums m:prmsed
to have been hidden by Jean ‘Lafite”
who achieved dignity by huving an
expedition sent agninst him by the
United Statex in 1814, The kevs of
Florida and the coust of the Caro-
linas and the shores of Long Island
and Massachusetts and Maine all have
their tradifjons and their treasure
hunters, the latter convineced that they
would be made rich if they but had
facilities for prosecuting their sgarch.
The fact that most of thesa men
could make more money than they
have made If they would devote their
energies to productive channels has had
no Influence upon them. Treasure
seekers are not given to moralizing,
aor to the study of economics., The
lure of something for nething has al-
wayvs been powerful, and it Is for this
reason that we may expect, when peo-
ple equlp themselves to recover the
ships and cargoes that have been lost
in this war, they will begin to sesk
the treasures of Vigo Bay and Cocos
Island and of Captain Kidd and the
Armada of Tobermory Bay, and of
the Incas, and all the rest of them.
Thers is also waiting for some one,
on the Island of Luzon, in tha Phikp-
pines, an incalculable fortune sald to
have been hldden by a Chinesa man-
darin soon after tha British captured
the place in the elghteenth century.
Sir Francis Drake Is supposed to have
concealed the loot of oeld FPanama
somewhere along the line of his re-
treat on the isthmus, not far from the
gite of our Canal. Somewhere in
Colombia there is 1 fabulous store of
wealth to recover which requires only
the driving of a tunnel through a

ipg the soldiers’ camp, in d philan-

mountaln to draip & lake, Theore is

e - - = - T
no end of work for the treas
American who nearly solved the mys-

tives, including his talented and much-|tery of the Incas' gold, it is Interest-

ing to know, failed because he could
not go around & certain mountain in
the direction 'of the hands of a clock,
as a dingram directed him to do, and
at the same time keep the mountain
on his left hund; as commanded b

the written instructions .baquml.heg
by a dying adventurer to the King of
Spain. BSuch are the perplexities of
the seekers after buried gold. The
man who can solve this problem will
win the biggest reward In history, for
all accounts, including those of the
historian, Prescott, agree that never,
even by the rajahs and moguls of the
Far Enst, was gold ever piled so high
as by the ancient inhabitants of Peru.

The effectiveness of the medical
branch of the Army in preventing
disease among the men 1s {llustrated
in no more rorcible way than in its
“extra-cantonment” activitles. This is
a striking example of the advance
made by sclence In the past few years,
and also shows the value of organiza-
tion.

Co-operation of the Public Health
Bervice with the Army Medical Corps
In this respect s explained by Dr,
lupert Blue, Surgeon-General of the
Army, in a recent letter to the Na-
tional Geographic Society. By n com-
plete system of gathering data as io
the presence of communicable disease
in any part of the courntry, it has been
made _poesible 1o paé¥int the entry of
epidemios into camps that a few years
ago would have bden at thelr mercy.
Clvilians meanwhile have benefited by
the measiires taken to safeguard the
health of the men because thelr com-
munities have been warned in time
and have been assisted In curbing dis-
ense before it reached alarming pro-
portions. Dr. Blue gives a eoncrete
instance which illustrates the value of
the service, saying:

it was reported, for exampls, that an
epldemic of typhgld fever had hroken out
AL a city from which 100 drafted men were
nbout to depart to n cantonmant In =
neighboring state. There wore about 13
neaw cases each day, and two cases occurred
among the drafied men.

Immediately the Inboratory car Wyman,
with its full complement of officers and
man, was dispatched to that peoint Al
water, supples, lee crenm and milk were
earefully Investigated. ‘The mource of the
epldemisc, a lesky storage reservolr, was
dircovered, a chlorination gplant was [In-
stalled while repdirs were being made, and
the outbreak promptly snuffed out. In the
meautime the Surgeon-General of the Army
otdered the drafted men held until their
vaccination ngainst typhoid should have
been completed. During this period It was
ponsible to discover other .Infected Indi-
vidunlse. Thus not only weore meastres taken
for the prevention of (he introduction of
typhold fever into a cantonmen:, but, what
is perhaps even more important, Infeoted
individoalsn wera préevented from traveling
interstate nnd spreading the discsss among
civilinn communitiea

There was, Iast July, another typhoid
fever epldenfic in the immedinte vi-
cinity of an Army post at which 12,-
000 soldlers were stationed. A survey
developed the fact that the sewage
disposal system in the civil community
was very primitive and the water
supply extremely Iinsanitary. There
was no local health code; the milk
supply was uncontrolled and the
scavenging system extremely bad.

Operations were immediately begun.
The bad conditions obtalning at the
pumping station, settling basins and
reservolrs were corrected; plans were
put in foree for the extension of the
sewer and water mams; the food
depots were put in a sanitzry condi-
tion; the dairles were inspected; epl-
demioclogical Investigations were made
of the cases of tyvphoid fever; over
4000 persons were vaccinated against
the disease in the first week of opera-
tions; the medical inspection of schoal
children was Instituted, and the entire
community placed wupon m sanitery
basis which it never knew before and
which it will probably never forget.

These measures, which are, the
preduct of knowledge we huve wnc-
quired almost within a decade, have
s0 fully impressed upon those familiar
with them the value of co-operation
in the restriction of disease that it is
practically certain that we shall not
return to our haphazard methods #®ter
the war. A strong public health sen-
timent for the entire Nution, predicted
by Dr. Blue, is quite within the range
of probability.

A DOLLAR TWICE BAVED,

By buying war savings certificates
the American people will contribute
to their own success in war far more
than the amount they lend to the
Government, Every esconomy they
practice in order to save money for
this purpose will be a double benefit.

By saving food they both save money
to buy certificates, and they add to the
supply of food which will make good
the shortage of our allies,

By avoiding luxury they not only
save money to help win the war but
they save labor and material which
may be used in producing necessary
war material.

In both cases by reducing the de-
mand for commodities of which they
reduce consumption they hold In check
the rise In prices and thus increass
their savings., They also reduce tho
cost of the war, and, consequently, the
sum which the Government must bor-
row. They check the inflation which
Is inevitable in financing wur and
which makes evervthing dear,

Ona of the evils of war is that it
creates artificial prosperity, which
tampts to éxtravagance. There is a
fundamental difference between wuar
prosperity and peace prosperity. Peace
prosperity comes from incrensed earn-
ings from use of secumulated wenlth,
commonly called capital; war pros-
perity comes from spending sccumu-
lated. wealth, The morea of it we
spend. the poorer we are. If a man
spends  only money which he has
enrned during the year, he i2 no poorer
than he was at the beginping: if he
sells a plece of property and spends
the proceeds, he has a good time while
the money lasts, but he is decidedly
poorer at the finish. His case is that
of a nation which Itves luxuricusly on
its government's war expenditures.

Every American has a personal in.
terest in shortening the war, but as
the British Premiler, Lioyd George,
Sald, “theway to shorten it is to pre-
pare as if it were golng to be u long
war.” That requires us to live in nc-
cordance with war needs.  If wa do.
we- shall cut off all unnecessnry ex-
penditure, all waste, and shall devote
the money thus saved to buying war
bonds and war certificates. If a per-
son's savings in this way amount to
only 25 cents a week, they will buy
three war certificates a year by accu-
mulation of thrift stamps.

At the end of October the British
people had invested nearly half a bil-
llon dollars In war savings certificates.
In proportion to populution and to
greater wealth, the American pedple
should buy the entire issue of two
billion daollars’® worth of certificates
already authorized in one vear: That
they mayv do this, they should have
&n organization reaching ‘into every

- 2

corner of the land similar to the Brit-
ish associution of four million mem-
bers. This association should inspire
saving to provide war funds, by both
rich and poor, and should encourage
investment in bonds as well as in cer-
tifiontes. It should propagate the idea
that the well-to-do as well as the poor
can appropriately help by buying the
“baby bonds,” and it could educate
buyers of baby bonds to become buy-
ers of big bonds.

In this manner the people could be
prepared to have bonds continuously
on sale as long as the war lasts. This
would keep a continuous stream of
money pouring into the war chest and
would avold that dilslocation of the
money market which results from
sudden absorption of large sums by
the Government in a few days. The
Nation would then develop a financial
heroism corresponding to the moral
and phy=ical herolsm dlsplayed by our
soldiers in battle,

THE SUBMARINES' TOLI.

Although the Germans sank twenty-
one British ships in the week ending
December 9 s compared with seven-
teen In the preceding week, the ton-
nage was probably less because the
decrease of two in the number of
large ships more than compansates for
the increass of six In the number of
small ships. r

Calculating upon the accepted aver-
age of 4500 tons for large and 1000
tons for small ships, the total for last
week would be 70,000 tons against
73,000 tons for the preceding week,
Apparéntly the Germans have botter
success in killlng off emall, slow ships
than in disposing of large, fast ones.

To defent them wa must build more
of the Iatter class for service In
the danger zone, but that is no reason
for not bullding slower ships for com-
merce outside of that zone. There is
a wide Aeld for wooden ships In the
Pacifie, Indian and South Atlantic
oceans and in coastwise trade, both
to relieve railroads and to carry for-
cign commerce. . -

RURAL SCHOOL TEACHING,

There are 850,000 rural achool teach-
ers in the United States. One-third
of the number have little or no pro-
fessional training for their work, The
avernge rural tosacher remains in her
profession less than four school vears
of 140 days each, An average number
of 87,500 new teachers must be pro-

actually necessary to keep the country

schools open. These siriking figures
are given by the United States Bureau
| of Education in a recent study of the
educational situation, made timely by
| the growing demand for better school
| facilities in the country districets, Bet-
| tor roads, settlement of the farming
districts, Improved transportation fa-
cilities and frequent mails have left
the farmer no longer isolated except
in the respect that he still must de-
pend upon schools, which, upon the
whole, are inferior to those of the city,
for the education of his children.

This ought not to be true In a period
in which the farmer 5§ emiphatically a
leading citizen, and when to be of
highest service to the country he and
hix should have every possible facility
for training, DPemand for education
in the United States is widespread,
and any lack of it is reflected in the
rurad districts in two ways. It seri-
ously hamipers efforts to hold farmers
on the land, and it detracts from the
efficiency of those of the new genera-
tion who do remain. The farmer has
n greater measure of independence in
most respects than the city dweller-
he enrns more than the average smll
merchant, clerk or factory worker;
but the urban wage-earner even of the
lowest capacity has access, for his
children, to all the educational advan-
tages of the city schools. In this re-
spect alone the residents of most coun-
try (districts suffer by comparison.

The per capita cost of teaching is
quite obviously lowest where density
of population permits reasonably large
classes and where the primary cost
of bulldings and of supervision Is di-
vided nmong large nnmbers, This has
enabled city schools to pay higher
salaries, and, as a corollary, to set a
higher standard and te obtain better
service. But the growth of clty schools
has more than kept pace with the out-
put of graduste teachers. There are
273 public and private normal schools
in the country, and thgs.e in 19156 en-
rolled 100,325 students and graduated
21,044. “It is quite certain,” says
H. W. Foght, specialist In rural school
practice of the Federal Bureau of
Education, In a pamphlet on the sub-
ject, "that most of these found posi-
tions in the towns and cities, as did
most of those who graduated from the
schools of education in universities
and colleges.” Even If the entire
number had taken positions in the
country, they would have furnished
only about one-quiarter of the neces-
| sary quota.

Various states have endeavored, it
appears from the summary made by
Mr. ¥Foght, to solve the problem by
providing some form of training for
rural teachers in the socondary schools,
but it would seem that the systems
ure not much more than makeshifls,
although they are superior to no
preparation at all. The fuctor that in
an ijdeal =ociety would dominate in
rural teacher Instruection would be the
need of special education, almost
equivalent to the creation of a sepa-
rate profession. The rural teachor
requires not only ascademlic and pro-
fessional preparation, but highly spe-
clalized knowledge and experience of
modern agricultural life and roral
neods, It is conceivable that a teacher,
g0 equipped and assured of a life work
in the couniry districts at & =salary
commensuriate with the work required
of her, would prefer this work to
teaching In the city.

Under present conditions teachers
seldom remain longer in the country
thg is necessary to obtaln a certain
amount of “experience,"” required by
city superintendents and boards of
edueation. The drift cityward is in-
evitable at present, because of the
allurements of beotter pay und more
constant employment, and it is largely
responsiblie for the movement of the
people from the farm to town. “Going
to the city to send the children to
school” is so common @ practice in
every state in the Union that it does
not even excite comment, 1t, too,
operntes as a double disaxdvantage by
removing from the rural school one
of the elements of its financial support
and by continuing to discourage longer
terms and permanency of the teach-
ing force.

The twenty-one states which have
attacked the problem are providing
county training schools, teacher-train-
ing departments in connection with
hizgh =chools, or téencher-training de-
partments as parts of the regular high
school eourses, Wisconsin Is the only
state in the first class, Oregon |Is
listed among the thirteen states which
have training courses as part of the
ordinary high school work, leaving all
except the professional work in charge
of the regular high school lnstructors,

vided annually to maintain the supply |

’

It is Interesting to note that Superin-
tendent Churchiil is quoted as strongly
commending this practice in general,
and also as declaring that the gpurse
would be stronger if it were extended
1o a fifth high school year. The sys-
tem in vogue in Oregon at least has
the advantage of providing better
qualified teachers than the old, hap-
hazard method. But no rystem in any
of the states gives recognition to the
pecial. place which the rural schools
deserve. It i{s not the business of the
teacher s0 much tg help the pupil to
accumulate facts, as Mr. Gradgrind
would have him do, as to stimulate
his mental development, and the way
of approach to the mind of the coun-
try child differs, by reason of his very
surrocundings, from the pedagogical
methods which would be employved
successfully In town. This i= an added
reason for the special preparation of
teachers for rural school teaching as
a separate career, {

It is quite generally recognized as
an essential part of the duty of the
teacher to inculecate patriotism in his
students. It would be equally a duty
of the rural teacher to develop love
of the soll, and of the calling of the
fargner, in the country pupil. This
need not' be done in A narrow, or
parochial, sense, There I8 much to be
sald truthfully on the score of the
dignity and the importance of agricul-
ture. Teachers imbued with the spirle
of i, preaching the gospel of content.
ment and opportunity and progress,
could "do much to check the drift
“toward the centers of populntion. Thae
people would be called upon to Toor
the bill, it s true, but recent events
in the world ought to reconstruct our
sanse of values somewhat. After we
have spent billlons on war, we, per-
haps, will not begrudge a few more
millions for improvement of country
schools, L

The Government is looking to the
small creameries and to dairies in
regions in which the dairying industry
is as yvet not developed for the larger
part of the increase in butter pro-
duction which is regarided as highly
desirable. It Is not genernlly known
that =lightly more than 60 per cent of
the total of 50,000,000,000 pounds of
milk now produced annually 2 made
into butter and that the remaining
40 per cent s divided in the produc-
tion of cheese, condens=ed milk, milk
powder and other products and niso
consumed raw. It is believed that the
Tlﬂr‘gc crenmeries and the established
dairy districts are already doing near-
ly as much ns can be expeclted of
them, and every po=aible effort will
be exerted during the coming Winter
to Induce small farmers to Incregse
their herds and to foster creameries
on a smaller_scale. The threutened
shortage of fat in our diet is not mini-
mized and unless prodyction is in-
creased it may be necessary 1o put the
people on rations.

mechanics have proved
thelr eMelency aguin by saving every
one of the 103 German and fourteen
Austrian vessels interned at the begin-
ning of the war, despite the efforts of
their c¢rews to cripple them., Weork
which the Teutons belleved would re-
quire yvears has been accomplished in
weeks Instead. It i% estimated that
the tonnage of the ships taken over
was about 1,100,000, which is consid-
erably more than the entire tonnage
built in the United States in 19016,
Bome of the vessels were brought to
this country from our island posses-
sions;, and at one time no fewer than
15,000 workmen werea engiged in re-
pairing them. 1t Ils now révealed for
the first time that the contingency
that bombs might have been concealed
on board some of the ships was met
by threatening the ¢rews with extreme
penalties if they did not accept the
opportunity given them to remove
them in advance. Repair work and
reconstruction to fit the wvessels for
war purposes hove cost $30.000,000.

American

It would be a pity not to walve
technicalities in letting allvwho want
to veolunteer do so., To shut out the
boys who counted on being accepted
any time before December 15 would
be clearly unfair to them. They are
not to blame for the Government's
inability to make the necessary exami-
nations.

Even if it has been held that Red
Cross sedls should go on the backs of
letters, it will be observed that noth-
ing Is said about leaving them off the
lettars altogether. Evers letter that
goes into the mail should carry a1 Red
Cross seal.

Someono s to blame, of course, but
the fact remains that we still do not
have guns:enough Lo equip ocur men,
Let us hope the arsennls are working
full time, notwithstanding the investi-
gation.

The only thing that
more llves than & cat just
old falsehood about the Red Cross.
Repetition of it brands the teller
either an enemy sympathizer or a fool.

seems to have
now is the

ns

of the encouraging signs that
we are awakening to the eituation
the total Juck of friction that accom-
panies enforcement of the
and whealless days.

It should be remembered that when
he eats Oregon cheese the cillzen
only conserves meil, but gives a new
jlense oi life to one of our most deserv-
ing and necessary Industries,

One

meutless

Hungary's desire for peace without
annexation may be Inspired by fear
that Germany will gobble her, which
iz certain to happen If Germany should
win the war.

It is & good plan to conserve sSugar,
even when there seems to be enough
of it. There will be plenty of tomor-

rows before the world is normal again,

Bulgarin and Turkey have a few
weeks left in which to expericnce a
change of heart before they, too, are
included in the list of our encmies,

The first day of the questionnaire
has passed. It is also the first time
anvthing of ths kind has happened in
the history of the country.

It looks as if Oregon would excoed
Its “quota’ of enlistments, having done
more than was expected of it in almost
every other direction,

Cuba's declaration of war on Aus-
tria shows her entire confidence in our
ability to protect her, no matter what
happens.

The Kaisor, with the help of Lenine
and some others, is about to put ' a
capital “P" in front of Russia.

Thrift stamps make the most prac-
tical kind of Christmas presents, espe-
clally for the children,

not |

The Peripterous.

Peripterous—A Btrocturs Haviey Rows
of Colunns on All Sides—Dictionary

(S¥nopsis of preceding synopses.)
The Oregunian, a Eres: morming news-
paper, empioys a distinguished literary archi-
toct to consiruct & peripterous

He does It It has rows of columus ou
eont, west, north and south.

The Pariplerous Beeornies an Free Audite-
rfum for the axpression of incompstent, ir-
relevant  and immaterial opiniols, news,
verse and anecdotes

The Peripteroun discovers seven wonders
of Oregan,

A Department of Sclence Investigation ia
established and solves the Great Hat Rack
and other fascinating problems.

Professor G. Howe Mustie, curator
of the museum of anclent literature at
Guff University, senda In a marked
copy of the Ostian Evening Journal of
August 12, A, D. 64,

It appears that
exclitement over the
in the preceding month had not yet
subsided, The article in Ostia
Journal seems to refer to publication
In some rival newspaAper of the har-
rowing detalls of the torture of Ostlan
Christians accused of ectiing the
conflagrition. The publication of such
matters in time of natlonal crisis Is
sternly rebuked by the Journal

It publishes from §t Rome corres-
pondent interviews with two Senators
who witnesged tha inquigitien and wlio
sszert that they talked with the Chris-
tinn martyrs and heard no word of
complaint about thelr treatmeont at the
hands of the Emperor Nero. The
Journal in rebuking its contemporary
SAYS:

“"Above all,
that the

the country-wlde
burning of Rome

the

L ]

there Is full information
Ostian martyra had asuc-
cumbed by the time, if before th
story was printed in
which shows how wanton
was the circulation of a tale
serve no purpose than unduly to distress
the folks homa.™

Professor Mu#ftie's researches
prove Interesting to the st
vealing the habits of thought
unentightened people under the rule
tyrant. How fortunate it is that
in an enlightened age
in which no one need lm
and
Infllctod—but
or excused
comes after

not

Ostia, a fact
and foolish

thn rald

at
will
udent as re
of an
of
“ wa
demao
“kie 1o

1ive of
cracy
a rualer,
ordinarily
Is not condoned
cause news of

fering has ended

i
18 not

neadless suffering

wheln in

simply

the

be

it suf-

bearing
learned

plessed

somewhat of &

ary

Aa having
upon the foregoiug and
dincussion, the I'eripierous is
Lo present the following pathetic Httle

e

EYnger (L]

Alyvee Rosa-

that sweel
pseudonyin,

peom from
symphonious
lyee Rustung:

The Shiverin'® Soldiers,
t. 1 built a fire;
was so bLIame:d
up purty high;
yme words not fittin’
-

nigh
The wooul
ot raised
1 ‘used

siy.
But anyway, 1 sot flut on the floor,
while wood jules trickled out that old
stove door

night, I built a fire.

Las'

wet, my ire

far the

Lias

‘Fore long, I got pervoked,

The front snd back drafls
chokod—

A paper lald right nigh—

I almed to ¢ram it in, but then my eya

Got sight of shiverin' in the
muds,

tent floor froze
beddin' duds!

Las" night, they neoded fire.

all got

soldiers
short of

Thelr and

then,

them

yor,
it"s

I quit my grouchin’

When 1 thought of

I hain't sald nothin’

I'm glad I'm where
you bet!

I'm powerful thankful that I've got a
stove,

Three blankets, lights and yes, a floorn,
by Jove!

I didn’'t need that

soldier maen,

ralnin® now,

fire.

Now for an Interesting Neferendom,

Now that the Winter storms are upon
the gon public discussing
uvery tha proprioty
of Mr. a hatt Mr
U'Ren, known far and wide a®s thae
barehendod statesman, has been called
upon by saveral delegations of sympa-
thetic friends but 18 still in & guandry
whether to sacrifice principlea for
comfort or defy the elements and tnke
the consegquences,
The Peéople's Mower Leagus, it is un-
derstood, has offered its vast organiza-
il imited {Unds for the pur-
i uting a referendum on
vetr complicated issue.
known that thousands of wvoters
eager to vote on the guestion.

O 111

possibie

us, is
oocnglon

U'Ren's donning

#

'{ll’i.“l"
this
It

| are

fa=cinnting

"Wea wish some of the poets who are
making a of the cut-and-dried
subjects would try their hand on a
pean or two to fried corn meal mush.”—
Oregonian, December

Ode to Fried Mosh.
I sing, I slng! Yon warbler's wing

Ne'er compass’'d carol's flight,

As flne mine vintner's wine

Eer ur man to its height
No lady no sin-soiled dove,

Nor #{lv'ry song thrush
Cause this proclplm—0, swaet acclaim;

*Tis Thou, fried cornmeal musmhl

NeEN

N —nor
love,

A tinkling thing,
whisk 10 bmde—
face in the howl,

sing, I sing!
As whigkers
And In

There
For what cara 1

I

my soul,
sounds a4 serenmnde,

for Wint'ry winds—
Beneath, the browning Bluash

Of frying flr o'er remains
Of yester-morning’'s mush!

Sprends

[ sing, I sing! Poor kecked Khayyam—

| Sweel singer of the wine;

Unlucky lim, in maple swim,

Ne'er tasted Thee, divine.

love-lorn youth, before

“T'ween and ki hush—

Ark his yuestion square,
‘Cana cornmeal mush ™

The Architect of Lhe
notl Know ¢ nARme
ganjus w wrote ths
but re; the pa
editors, aone Lo
a nes Therefora
bang Aty fromm Walter Fostor,
Someéwhere In British Columbin:

The Haiser on the Phone.
The Kalser snt at the phone,

With & smirk upon his face,
And oulled, Hullo, Von Hinde

How merry chase?’
And Hindenburse answeor back:

“Der battle h
Und soon ve take

Der middle off der sunl!™

O, thy troth—

e suis"

malden o

t thou f£r)
Peripterous docs

the
prec

of responsive
ponm,
poeLry
the war
a8 slap-
of

ding

o f % of

1esk
in not L4}

Doets ha
poet hi

nburg,
Eoes der
f baguln

placen

our in

phone,
his face,

The Kalser sat at the
With a wrinkle on
And called. "Hello! Hello! Hellol ™
But couldn't ralse the place;
He heard a thud, and then a bang,
Which chilled hiin through
through
“IKamerad!
“Yankee-Dc

and

Kamerad! I*
1le-co=00!"

Then,
And

Right Up to Date.

Tt i= opportune to state that any an-
pnouncements of newe importance -will
be givan promptly in this column. If
any more stars in the firmament have
a collislon and Knock each other into
smithersens, the story will not be with-
held 20,006,000 years, Tha Pacifist
Board of Sciantists, meeting exclusive-
ly in the Peripteorous, knew of the in-
cident that that Lick Observatory pro-
feasor announces immediately aftcr it
happened. If it werd not for o shorg-
axa In Ita clerical foreo the bBoard
would dig up and guote jits recurds of
the time to prove it )




