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FIREMEN RUSH ON DECK, ENGINES STOPPED,
AS U-BOAT IS SIGHTED; GUN DRIVES MEN BACK

From Government Records.

Difficulties of Naval Gun Crew Aboard Merchantman Described—Writer Relates History of Campaign, Gleaned

Gurz Crew 0= Peck
e oF zrarted SsEafes
' = Merchar1Erl ez,

BY RALPH D. PAINE.
PART ONE.
Firat to Meet the Foe,

(Compiled from records of Navy

partment.)
most part, the Unlted States
s still preparing to launch its attack,
vast In men and resources, against the
German Empire. Armles that will be
counted by milllons, money rolling up
into the blllions, and the Industrial
energies of the Nation are mabllizing
to smash a battie front overseas. Geot-
2Ung ready is grimly earnest business
which lacks the thrill and pageantry of
sothar American wars when, almost as
fast as they could be mustered Into the
service, the reglments went marching
off to engage the enemy. In the pres-
ent crisis the rirst martial note was
strucek when Pershing's foreea wvan-
ished In a night and reappesred -some-
where in France, but even thers it was
the' same arduous programme of train-
Ing, walting and preparing for the
word,

Meanwhile,

De-

For the

for mors than
year, thero has been brisk fighting on
blte water, singls ship actions walked
with the da=sh and courage of the best
Yankee naval traditions, and eptsodes
to recall the fame of those privatesrs-
men of the Revolutlon and 1812 who
fought for glory as well as for cargoes.
To and fro across the Atlantic, defying
the German submarines, the merghant
steamers under the Sturs and Stripes
have made hundrads of voyvages with
Navy guns and gunnera aboard, and as
ons of these fing lads might tell
“We are giving the country the first
run for itz money."
Armed merchantmean’
eloquent of a
history which this

half =

The phrase is
ari of maritime
ganeration has gal-
most forgotten, when Columbla, not
Britannia, ruléd the wave, and New
England skippers fought with pike and
carronade to defend the freedom of the
sens. A century ago, when thelr stout
Hast Indiamen explored new trade
routes on the other side of the globe
and salled In qusst of ports mysterious
and unknown, there were always rows
of guns behind the Wulwarks 1 crews
trained to man them. A peacefu] vov-
age was a novel experience. Thesa tall
merchantmen wwre harried by plrates
and privateers of a dozen races, and
they expected to swap broadsides or
pile on canvas in a stern chake all the
way from the Bahama Banks to ths
ports of China, Sumatra and the Indles,

Thess American mariners were the
sons of the eariler race of Colonial sea-
men who had saalled and traded amid
dangers so. manifold as to make their
hardihood astounding. In wvessels not
much larger and far less ssaworthy
than the lifeboats which hang from a
liner's davits, they had dared distant
voyages and the swarming freebooters
of a bloody, lawless upon salt
FELar,

And © yet,
maritime

bridli

uge

through two csnturiea of

canflict, there was never an
Americean merchantman sunk with her
crew and p engers by priviteer ar
Jetter-of-marque =hip, no matter what
volors she flew - French, Spuanish,
Putch or Engiish. Such barbarity was
practiced only by the outlawed pirate
with the bliuck flaz at his mizzen, and
far leas often than I=.commonly sup-
rosed. In fact, most real pirntes were
meres thieves who preferred plunder to
<utting throats, and fought 1o more
than they had to.

It wapg restrved for the imperinl Gear-
man government, exponent of a Z0th
cantury clyilization so superior to all
others that it had Its own distinctive
name of Kultur, to,achieve an infamy

msunique In all the history of the sea,
=the wholesaje slaughter and drowning
“of merchant craws and the people in-
trusted to their care. The drunken
privateersinian and hils crew of gallows
corapings, or the red-handed buccaneer
of “Tortuga, Wwould have viewad such
<rimes as abhorrent and Incredible.
The great war in Europe hans turned
military sclence upside down and
tossed most of Its precepts Into the
rubbish heap.. Invention has resolved
““it into a struggle of three dimensions—
in, the alr, on the lamd, Yend#ath the
soa—a - clagh of new factors hitherto
undreamed of. Battleship fleets which
ware to decide ths muostery afloat ride
ldly at their moorings. Nothing re-
mains that cun =o viwidly remind us of
- Other days as this story of the armed
merchant ships ‘which in 1517 ara
staaring owt to win their way to port
“in order that precious merchandise may

‘-

-

be conveyed to those that sorely need
it. They are armed not as privateers,
but solely to defend themesasrves against
uniawful attuck, precisely as were

man contrdllaed by
and owners.

her capiain, erew,

It was new business for tha Navy to| ==

undertake and the demand came at

those old American merchant fleets of | short notice, in the midst of a rush of

a vanlshed era

During the long debate in the Senats
over the armed neutrality bill the lssue
wne befogged by the "little group of
willful men” The President asked
nothing mora than was :justified by
American history and precedent. Hun-
dreds of vessels used to sall heavily

| easily

| events of
you, |

armed out of Salem and Boston and
Portamouth in times of nomlinal peace,
nor did any forelgn government con-
slder it a hostile nct. They were hon-
est merchantmen in duty bound to
protect themselves against lawlesa ag-
gression. And it was these same
prmed marchant ships which were
swiftly commissioned as privateers at
tha outbreak of the HRevolution and
swooped the sea llke hawks They
captured §00 British: ships, audaclously
hovering in the English Channel and
the Irish Sea, and dealt the epemy’s
prestige a  deadller blow than' dila
Washington's armies by land. It was
in merchant ships authorized as priva-
teers that Captain Jonathan Haraden,
a figura to stand beslde John Paul
Jones, captured 1000 cannon upon the
hizh seas and he took them all In the
smoke and flame of gunpowder.

Just why thi=z stanch Amearican doc-
trine was revived agninst Germany Is
understood by recalling certain
the last two years. It was
postponed bhecause the Imperial gov-
ernment gave promises which were in-
tendod to be broken. The United States
wnans reluctant to bellave that the
statesmanship of o great nation conld
be bullt wholly npon perfidy, dishonor,
and brutality. The pledges of decent
behavior wrung from Germany after
the tragedies of the Lusitania and the
Sussex were wantonly violated. in the
sinking of the Cunard liner Laconia

The German announcement that all
merchant ships would be sunk without
warning inskle a2 barred zone was the
conclusive proof that all international
law was regarded as a scrap of paper.
Thi=s “unrestricted submarine war-
fare” was misnamed. It was pilracy.
pure and simple and of a kind so base
that Captain Kidd would have blushed
for It The Presldent of tha United
States, by means of the power which
he has the right to use without any
special authority granted by Congress,
notified all nations through the . De-
partment of State on March 13 that "In
view of the announcement of the Im-
perial Gérman government on January
31, 1%17, that all shipms, those of
neutrals Included, met within certain
zones of the high seas, would be sunk
without any precaution taken for the
sufety of the persons on board and
without the exercise of vislt and search,
the Government of the United States
has dstermined to place upon . al
American merchant vessels sailing
through the barred areas n = armed
punrd for the protection of the vessals
and the lives of the persons’'on board."

Now, the distinction was very care-
fully muade, that thess wére not armed
ahips, but merchant ships cocarrying
armed. guards. This was.becausa the
guns and gunners were o be furnlshed
by the United States Navy as a part
of the Government, In ‘order to re-
taln "their status as merchant ships,
their akippers were to continus In
command and the gun craws were to
attend strictly to their own business
of trying to sink as a pirate any sub-
marine which should fall to observe
the laws of boarding. and searching for
contraband. It was perfectly clear
that arming a ship for defense was a
right and not a belligerent act, and
that the presence of defensive gun
crews did not make vessels elther
auxiliary crulsera or ships of gvar.

The old-fashioned mariner had no
&uch techinlealitles as these to bother
his head about. His own craw fought
‘his shlp as wall €5 salled her, and he
conld find plenty of men tralned to the
trade. In these days, howesvr, the
Navy is the only resourca for armlng
a ship. What seems llke splitting hairs
in the matter of the “armed guard*
was therefore a legal device.to let the
Navy do tha work and yat avold any
confusion as to the charactar of the
vessel. No matter how many guns she

might mount, shs was still a mere!nnt-1

routine preparations for
every,officer was falrly working hils
head off. To key the fighting flest to
the highest posslible noteh of efficiency
was the one thought In mind. Here
was the armed gunard, to ba organized
overnlgh! as a separate department of
the sarvice, llnérs ad cargo steamers
tied up at the docks and plamoring for
thelr guns and gun crews, the country
very Impatient and unfalrly accusing
the Governmeént of going to sleep on
tha job.

To lay hands on scores of guns of
the smaller sixes required WARAS Ono
phase of the problem put up to the
Navy. They were not piled up In stor-
age, like the old 12-pounders in the
East India warehousas of Salam a
hundred years sgo, War was impend-
ing, apd It was shown that a great
number of these secondary batiery
pleces would be required to arm trans-
ports, the Ilarger patrol vessels and the
rest of,the auxiliary Navy list. Arm-
ing” merchanimsn was an additionsl
task and a very large ones The guns
were found, however, and excellant
gouns they ware, nor were ships
kept walting any longer than was nec-
essary to bulld the platfor and
mount the long weéeapons ition.

When It came to getting guns crews
there were complications The six
men who put a four cor five-inch gun
through its paces are trained to work
together in highly perfscted team play.
The word went to the flest that so
many gun crews were to drafted for
the armed guard and detached at once.
Thare were, lamentations and protests
In wardroom and on quarter-deck—un-
official. of course—nand rumblings
among the chief petty officers. A good
sight setter or pointer was worth his
welght in gold to any ship. The de-
stroyers. could not bear to 4
theirs, becaunss thoy would
netion when the war rea
rivalry among the great
of battleships was oo kee
thelr being robbed of men who could
put & hole through a target. It was o
situation rather up to the. private con-
zclence of the commanding officer. If he
had a Puritan ancestry he obeved or-
ders to the letter and sent & picked lot
of gunners. If he let his professjional
geal stand in the way a bit, the draft
he forwarded was—well, not quite so
well tralned. Not such an ensy matter
to decide when theres are never enocugh
crack gunnera to go round.

However, there came to these first
armed merchant vessels a wonderfully
keen lot of youngsters, long enough In
the service to know what was required
of them, directly In charge of chiaf
sunners’ mates and chief boatswalin's
mates with three or four "hash marke’
or enlistment stripes on thelr sleaves
seasoned vetsrans who ara to the N ¥
whut the First Sergeants are to the
Yegular Army. Their officers may have
been reluctant to mee these drafis leave
the feet, 'but the spirit of the Funnars
wans guite otherwisc. Instead of driil-
1€ In harbor they were to put to sea
and’ get the chance 'of action. They
were sthe envy of the shipmatesn left
behind. Shooting up submarines was
the proper stuff. S®me sport to that!

That ships were sinking every day,
with never an opportunity to fight
back, torpedoed from ambush, ocrews
blown up In their bunks or engine-
rooms, or shelled in the boats, or freesn-
ing and drownlng hundreds of miles
from land, falled to check the en-
thusiasm of these enger blucjnckets
A gun properly trained on Fritz and
his submarine would blow him to
hades, where he belonged.

It was a sport they knew nothing
whatever about, nor could their officers
teachk them the lessons of expericnce.
A target =o smalll elusive and momen-
tary as a submarine was bevond their
conception. Some of them wera natives
of Iniand states, who had been sent
from the Great Lakes Training School
to the fieet, where they had thelr first
Ellmpse of ealt water. Crossing the
occan was n great adventur= in itself.
Defensive action sgainst submarina at-
tack required schoollng of a special
kind, but there was no time to or-
ganize prellminary Instruction among
these first gun creaws so hastily drafted
sent:aboard merchant ships.
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The Unsurpassable Gift

F THE IDEAL Christmas gift is that which best combines

the qualities of beauty, long usefulness and sentiment, then
surely a musical instrument is IT.

A “little grand” piano, or a good upright, for
your musically-inclined wife or daughter:

Such as the “Milton” or “Wel-

lington,”

high -

rade instru-

ments, but not high priced.

A first-class player piano, for the husband or

son who li
instrument:

es music but canrtot play any

Such as the wonderful

s “Euphona’ or the unmatchable
“Apollo.”

A gift which, while it insures long and pleas-
ant recollections of the giver, still leaves the
recipient the power of personal selection—

Such as

“holiday order’”’ for

music rolls or phonograph rec-

ords.

Or a talking machine,

for the inexhaustible

enjoyment of every member of the family,

giving

musice. That is—

The Victor

admission to the whole world of

“Victrola” or the

Edison Phonggraph.

In any of these lines we can
meet practically any demand.
Our terms are easy, our guaran-

tee of satisfaction reliable.

If

vou seek the Christmas gift un-
surpassable, it is here waiting
for you, at the price and on the
terms you desire.

Wiley BAllen @

Morrison St. at Broadway

Other Stores: San Francisco, Oakland, Sacramento, San Jose, Los Angeles, San Diego
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a tremendous fighting force, lving be-
tween decks with a thousand disel-
plined men. Now they were to work
out their own salvation, perhaps no
more than a domzen or so in a ship,
and it was fight, sink or swim for it
¥From the fleet most of them were sent
to the Navy-yard at an Atlantic port,
whera the bharracks were alrendy
crowded with blusjackets and marines.
There was no place In the organized
scheme of things for theses rough rigers
of the sea. They ware berthed abdard
interned German ships at the plers,
shifting thelr bags from one to an-
other, cheerful vagrants of the service,
until quarters could bes found for them.

Then the curtain of secrecy wns
dropped, for the newspapers acted as
their own censors at a word from
Washington. The next news published
was that the American liner St. Louls,
with & battery manned by naval gun
crews, had safely made the passage to
England. TL was an event thrilling
interest to the Natlon, me _rable as
an overt defiance of the German doe-
trinea which made the freedom of the
gseas 3 ghastly farce., It was In keep-
ing with the maritime traditions of the
United Statex which had sent Prebls
and Decatur to destroy the nests of
Algerian pirates, who, with all the in-
solence of a Hohenzollern of today, had
terrorized the merchant shipping of
the world at the gatewny of the Medi-
terranean. It sesemed to mccord with
the spirit of a2 Farragut who had cried
“Damn the torpedoss!" and then or-
dered full speed smhead. And it was,
clean cut and decisive, the act which
was shortly to m-an the declaration of
a righteous war,

There was a certain dramatio fitnesa
in the fact that ons of these American
iiners shotld have been first to mocept
the German challenge. Two of them
were bullt In an American yard, and
for 20 years they had plied across the
western ocean, leaving it for a time to
serve ag crillsers In the Spaniash War,
When Jlaunched" they embodied high
hopes of a restoration of a merchant
marina which should break the monop-
oly—English, French and German—aof
the ocean trade In American porta
Buch hopes were doomed to disappoint-
ment, bocausa this world war was
naeded to convince the people of the
United States that ships are as vital
to thelr welfare as factories,-rallroads
and mines, At enormous cost they are
agaln learning to think in terms of tha
SeE.

The first voyages of thess armed
liners were the spectacular features of
the weeks before the war began, but
ng less important was the arming of
the humble cargo boats. The Illuers
had speed to protect them, their decks
were specially bullt for mounting guns,
living quarters for ths gun crews were
readily avallable and a body of highly
intelligent and experienced merchant
officers were prepared to co-oparate
with the fighting force, These fectora
made the problem comparatively simple.

It was more essential, In fact, to
safegunrd the frelghters and oll tank-
erss, which wnallowed deep Iaden, at a
much slower galt, to the ports of Eng-
land, France and Italy. They were
crammed to the hatches with supplies,
with food and fuel and steel, with the
resources whaich Europe reguired to

New Houston Hotel
Sixth and Everelt Streets.

¥Four blocks from Union Depol.
Near busineas center.
and Moders.

keep the allisd armies in the flald and
maintain her industries at home. Fab-
ulous freight rates had recalled to
service every vessel that counld stay
afloat and turn her engines over, Boms
of them were amall, with barely room
encugh for their own crews. and no
gquarters whatever for a naval guard.
Temporary deckhouses had to be con-
structed, decks cleared of thelr gear to
make wayv for the guns, a hundred de-
tails arranged to insure the health,
comfort and efficlency of the gunners.

There was one nervous skipper whe
commanded an ancient tub, which was
held together only by her palnt. To
the chief boatswain's mate in chargs
of ths bluejackets he came beseeching,
na the steamer passed out fto sea, that
they do without target practice and
shaot at no submarines uplesa they
positively had to. His ship was old.
he explained, and she counld never stand
the shock of those guns. They would
shake tha rivets out of her at the first
blast and she would just open up llke &
basket and head for Davy Jonea.

Now, the Navy is a wonderfully
adaptables organization, by no means
so fettered with red tape and precedent
as many Jandlubbers suppose. The
armed guard was rapidly evolving it-
self ns a separate branch of the service,
Ehipowners found that they hag to
den]l with a number of Lieutenants and
Ensigns, Kkeen, energetic, very much
on the job, who were ready to advise,
inspect and [ssue commands (f need
be. Standing behind them were offi-
cers of higher rank, including nawval
constructors, who recelved their gen-
e¢ral Instructions from Washington and
say that they were enforced,

Tact and diplomacy were Dprime
requisitas. Ths merchant skipper who
had been an autocrat on his own bridge
was apt to resent any |(aterference
with his suthority., He suspected that
these Navy gunners would clash with
him, and he proposed to show them
who was hoss, There Were owners
who objected to the extras outiay of

fitting out the shins
from the ldea of fee
Navy men, Here and
who Ve Httle
an armed guard so long
and chArego were wel
other hand, most
meade the task aasy @
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Seattle’s Famous Hotel |

Fine central location.
Every modern appaint-
ment, Cafe one of tho
finest en the Coast.

RATES

MANAGERET per day and ap with r.¢ of bath.
52 per day and up with privacc bah.

OMFORT & CONVENIENCE

GLYCERINE MIXTﬁRE
FOR APPENDICITIS

Portland people can prevent appendi-
citis with simple buckthorn bark, glye-
erins, ete., ag mixed In Adler-i-ka. ONE
SEPOONFTUL flushes the ENTIRE bowel
tract so completely it relleves ANY
case sour stomach, gas or constipation
and prevents appendicitis, The IN-
STANT, pleasant action of Adler-i-ka
surprises both Jdoctors and patients,
Leaves stomach clean and strong.
Woodard, Clarke & Co., druggists, cor.
Alder and West Park. Skidmore Drug
Co., 151 'Third street.—Adv.

ME-GRIM-INE

STOPS
HEADACHE .nq
‘NEURALGIA

AREMEDY OF POSITIVE MERIT
Sold at all first-class Stores.
Sample sent for £ cenlis postage.
Pla:.‘ give your ist's Dame,

Co.
821 K. La Fayetio Strest, Sswth Dond, iodiams

STOP
AT THE

HOTEL

Geary Street, just off Union Square

Breaktast 80c  Lunch 60c Dinner §1.00
Sundays: Breakiast 75¢ Dinner §1.25

Municpal car line direct to door. Motor
I Bus meets principal trains and steamers.

rIrl San Francisca

STEWART

From $1.50 a Day

y

SaswArmaR®  not only Stops
Toothache, but cieanses
the cavity, removes ali
odor, prevents decay.
Thercare imitations. Sce thst you
get Dent's Tocthache Gum.

All Dengglees, or by mail 15a.
C & DIN: &00. Debrort, Mich

LAWOF THE TITHE

The Lord’s Revenue System.

By Dr. JAMES E, TALMAGE
Of the Councll of the Twelve, Church of
Jesus Christ of Laiter-Day Salnta:
Salt Lake Clty, Utnh.

Fayment of tithes was required un-
der the Law of 3Moses. Indeed, the
prominence glven this requirement
in the Mosale eods has led to the in-
correct assumption that tithe-paving
had its beginning in an Israelitish stat-
ute. Tithing s older than Israel
Abraham pald a tenth part of hls gains
to Melchizedek, who woas King of Salem
and priest of the Most High God (Gen.
14:20 and Heb. 7:1-5); and Jacob madas
A covenant to devote to the Lord's
service & tenth of all thrt would comse
into his hands (Gen. 25:22),

Following the development of the
! ehildren of Israsl into a theocratic na-
tion, the practise of paying tithes In
Kind became one of the features b)
which they, the worshipers of Jahovah,
wera distinguishad from all other peo-
ples. The requirement was explicit-and

application general, to rich and poor
Thus we read:

“And nll the tithe of the land, wheth-
er of the sced of the land, or of the
frult of the tree, Is the Lord's: it Is
holy tnto the Loard,. . . . And concern-
| tag the tithe of the herd, or of the
flock, even of whatsoever passeth un-
der the rod, the trath shail be holyr
unteo the Lord* (Lav, 27:30, 32),

A= long as the paople falthfully com-
plied with the law of e tithe they
| prospered;: and when they failed the
| land was ltmger sanc led to their
good. He tnhe (see 2 Chron: 31:5-10)

1 (Nel 3:10-13) reproved

3 negligence In the

them to the

and, Iater

of Jehovah ir

forceful admonition, and

encou nri relative o the
paymn 3 Lord's tenth:

“%Wil a2 man rob Ged? Vet ye have
robbed me. Buat ye say. Wherein have
we robbed yef In tithes and aofferings.
Ye are carsed with » curse: for ye have
roblbed me, even this whole nation.
| Bring ¥e nil the tithes into the atore-
house, that there may be meat in mine
house, nand prove me now herewith,
anlth fhe Lord of hosts, If I will mot
open you the windows of heaven, and
pour youn out s blessing, that there
akall not be room encugh to recelve 1L
(Mal, 3:5-10).
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mand t In the matter of the
1 theologlans, min
iaymen: and the re-estab-
of tithe-paving as a religlous
as heen strongly advocated. It is
Important to know that the Church. of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints hnas
phserved thiy requirement from the
early days of its history—not because
It was operative In ancient 1lspael, nor
bectuse It was law and custom among
1 the but bhe-

sters and

the
and delined
the tiche s n tenth of individual
possessions; “And this” said He, “shall
be the beginning of the tithing of my
people. And after that, those who have
thus been tithed, shall pay one-tenth
of nll thelir Interest apnunily: and this
shall he a standing Inw unto them for-
ever, for my holy Priesthood, salth the
Lord.” l!'l.\ti"ll}r & Coveanants 11°% -4}
The manne? in which the tithes
people are to be pald, and the cl
through which the contributions are to
be distributed and used work
of the Church are specifics r‘-.rrh.
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BETTER THAN CALONEL

Edwards’ Olive Tablets are
a Harmless Substitute,

Dr. Edwards’ Olive Teblets—the sabsti-
tute for calomel — are a mild but sure
laxative, and their efiect on the liver is
almost instantaneous. They are the result
of Dr. Edwards’ determination not to treat
liver and bowel complaints with czlomel.
His efforts to barich it brought out thess
little olive-colored toahlets,

These pleasant little tablets do the good
that calomel does, but have no bad aifter
effects. They don't injure the teeth like
! strong liquids or calomel. They take hold
of the trouble and quickly correct it. Why
cure the liver at the expenze of the teeth?
Calomel sometimes plays havoc with the

-] gums, Sodostrong liquids., Itisbestnot

| to take calomel, but to let Dr. Edwards’

| Olive Tablets take its place.

| Moinstrhcadachm, “duliness™ and tbar;
lazy feeling come from constipation an

In disordered liver. Take Dr. Edwards’
Olive Tablets when you feel “ and
“heavy.” Note how they “cl clouded
brain and how thcy;pﬁerk up” the spirita.
10c and 25¢ a box. druggists.




