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[odern ClothesAre[aking Venuses Sy Artists

High Praise for the “Liberty
Clothes” Now the Fashion
and Promising Finer Figures
for Women—But James
Montgomery Flagg Says
“It Won't Last”

BY NINA CARTER.
OMEN'S clothes hava been
bated since the beginning of
time. Jayond a doubt Adam
fault with Evs's. Or he may
admired her taste. The certaln
is thq he mades remarks,

Men do n agree about women's
clothes, But, then, neither do women,
Women's eclothes will continue to the
and of time to be noticed. talked about,
wrangled about,

Every change of style
pheseas of dispute.
Once the corset
of the solicitous
them aBny mores

de-

W

found
havs
thing

brings fresh

distressed the pouls

Nobody talks of
Once the length of
skirts was a mutter of grave import,
People have forgotten such matters—
or content the clves with saying, as
& man did the other day, “"Length of
skirts? They have no length.”

The truth is that the clothes of
women never ronged go freely and so
svidely the whole gamut of beauty and
of comfort ¥es, womean have begun
to Insist on belng comfortable. Thelr
clothen, insides and out, hang from the
shoulders In mosl instances, Thelr
walst Is fres. Bhort lengths glve them
m Ires walk Greek dancing fashions
have taught them to admire the ele-
mental garb that once we rave
shocked. The beauty and heailth of the
Tigure rather than the flummeries of
the clothea them ves now begin to
meem like & gont ideal.

Faahlon's Liberty of Cholee.

"When disputes or sllences happen we

tists to find out-where we
are L. hay growl or they sxclaim
with pleasure, according to the testi-
mony. 1 bellave they try to be hon-
est—eas honest as men can be when
they ars discussing anything of In-
gteoreat to women. BSo I have discussed
the guestion with wvarious prominent
mrtists, !

Mr. Balvatore

F. Bilottl, whose
Benutiful sculpturs la well known to
lovers of art, tock occeasion to glve
high praise to the American girl's fig-
ure, This Is what Mr. Bllottl says:
“In speaking of the American woman
a8 having tha best figure Iln the world
time, I mean the Young
with a few exceptions,
have grown up during the past four
Years. The young girl who went into
the fashionable clothes R Erowns-
up or a semi-grownup WwWoman four
¥aara dgo has had the wondorful ad-
vantage to develop that her sisters of
vears beafora to the then
prevalling ned,
If you rem enrs ago, and
even 10, the style don *d high bust,
long-pointed waist, la hips and Iong
skirts. Add to tLhi: high collar
then prevalent, i ‘have the
human form so0 risoned that thers
i= no chance ature to do bher
work. Tha rle shoved hore and
there by the corset had no
freedom Of mover At WaSs
compressad by a Really,
such clothes w tor
ture, and the r abnormal
fig and usu 1L
hen led to
shorter long
high oo th
that
rather
point of
wWomnn
off her

women.

of

e
the
same and
vogue,

had

most £ carriage
The had
from

with a
halaunce in-
the

had

tlon. **Well, I cannot tell youn in thres
words.

“One thing that has greatly Iim-
pressed me 8 the women's grace, and 1t
has undoubtedly heen highly brought
oiuat by the new style of danclng that
1 see has bheen in v 2 here for some
time past, Take th interpretative
dance, for inatance. This no
belongs to the professional world alone.
It has been taken up and made a fad of
by society, which has proved sociely
very wise, Indoed. This free dancing
has done much to develop not only the
form, but grace and g keen senss of
rhythm.

“No one can do one of these dances
in n corset, hence the corset has been
abandoned in many Instances, or when
worn at all Is the merest excuse for
such a thing, and supplles only the
necessary support for clothes.

“Thess corscts leave the dlaphragm
fres and the women are breathing as
their maker meant them to breathe.
This means chest and throat develop-
ment, and, though the American woman
has always been noted for her beautiful
neck, It Is more beautiful than* ever
now.

“I have never seen such fresdom In
walking, ‘The short skirts have much
to do with this. The step oan be
springy and wide, not mincing, as
though one weare not able to walk well

“All In all, the fashions of the pres-
ent day are working a very great good,
and I know all who have artistic sense
hope they will not be soon overthrown
by some finicky, foolish twist that is
going to undo all tne good that has
besn accomplished."

But now comes the skeptic. If you
think for a minute that you are golng
to get Montgomery Flagg to agres that
all Is rose-colored, you nre mistalken,
Mr. ¥Flogg has been drawing girls for
a good many years and knows the girl
proposition from A to 2. Belng a mod-
est man Mr. Flagg docs not boast of
Enowing much of women as women,
any mors than thousands of other men
would dare say that they know “wom-
an,"” not at all

“"Don't tell me,"” sald Mr. Flagg, and
It sounded almost threatening; *“don‘t
tall me that women are going to remain
sensibly dressed for any length of time.
Don't /tell me that they are golng to
give thelr digestive organs a real
chance to mrke them strong, for the
first thing you know they wlll succumb
to the fad of banting if it Is tha styls
to be thin. They will get themselves
11 by rich foods If it is the styla to
be largs, they will pinch in thelr walsts
or let them out or do anything that
the time want®s them to do. Anything
they think will make them attractive
to men. Half of the time they dont
know how ridiculous they are making
themselves look."”

Mr. Flagg Is Skeptieal.
“But,” Mr. Flage was asked, "are
there not some women who are sene
and sensible? Hnave not our clothes of

lunge.ﬂ

todny done something toward making
women better formed?

“Parhaps, perhaps.” sald
half grudgingly: then he added em- |
phatically, "But it willl not last, s0
what's the use talking about 1£7"

Now what are you going to do with
a man who won't give you a concrete
expreasion? Just keep on asking gues-
tions until he does; so Mr., Flagg was
nsked:

“Do you think that
has done anything
Mr. Fiagg look

said wearlly:

“I'm so tired of seeing

Mr. Flagre |
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disgusted, and then
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in tha woung who }
following the tashlons before that time
waonderful mens of womanhood,

o had pand 2 to

ic and anwhole-

o 1 improvement.

Y.at s yOpe t ent fashiona

remalin in vc their important
fundamentals—forever.™

Praise for American Grace,
Alexander 32 1 to America

girls

sp

v L 1 K« 1=
shortly after the beginning of the war
Ar. Zeltlln 18 o sculptor of wide repwta-
tion In Paris and during tk short tlme
he has be in this his work
has rocoived ention This
sculptor's 1 very happy
lines In he Inter

tha smile 1 is po

fng more than

us moods

ry

made
and his four
1  from an Ameri
example of this s

me to tell yveon
omen of this countr
AMr. Zeitlin to a que

You
¥ think of the w
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women floating around ‘twixt heaven
and enrth arraved In a plece of bath
towel that I can't express what I fesl,
but”"—was he golng to ny something
favorable nt Inst? He was. “But the
daneing has given the woman more
grace, and 1 dare say has developed
them along rathsr good lines But it
won't last—they'll just up and do some-
thing to upset all the good they have
been dolng.
The Eternal DMscassion.

“There hus never an age In
which women's not been
liscnsasad. baclk in the

Greek fault found.
Besldes, I Nowing
ments were becoming
the women then than they would
now. Of course, It Is far preferable
that women should wear corsets that
let them breathe a&as they do today than
that they should wear affairs that they
usad to affect., I don't llke the over-
athletic woman, the mannish woman.
| don't like Lth Lydia Languizh
type. I like

sensible,
balanced woman who dresses alway
moderation, wlk

not run to ex-
tremes In sty i1 think you will
find that all men—save the jaded old or
fellows—like the healthy, sane

been
clotnes have
I dare =ay thut
times there was
don't believe

any more

*8

YOung
WOmnnn.
“Yes, admit that f—mind
¥les last and the
they will give

of older women
bettar formed—but,
as I have s=ald ore—Iit won't lasat.”
And Mr. Flage 1wok his hoead and
sizhed In resignation Aefors 'ning
Id some is bold, free strokes

e figure of 2 young girl in o short

¢ duncing dresx that he was draw-

I must
you, I Bay ‘if'—ths
women hbecome
us o strong I
and they wlill be
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But all artists are not
I may r rt that
conving iat the Venus figure has 5
better chance of coming sincs “Liberty
Clothes" came In than it ever had be-

fore.

skeptics anad
most of them are

ART CIRCLES STILL STIRRED
OVER ‘STAR-SPANGLED BANNER®

3 Firat Page.)

of this present crisi=z In art and history
could heave beren lmagined In o
reasonable thinking <ouniry It may
Do that *“The angled Bannar"
does not lle cusil) thin Lthe comprss
of the volee for singing by the masses,
but it is a glorious and noble cutburst,
a true tonal and word piocture of just
what it symbolizes—and what is a Na-
tional hymn If mot a symbol?

It scems rather n pity that the Gov-
ernment should have been influenced
to the extent of calling together o body
of musicians to make uny sort of "ver-
slon.'” It may however, thaot this
decision comes s & mere doesire to
standardize it. so that It will never
mgnin be arranged according to the
faney of the player, as in canse of
Dr. Muck's performance on Thursday
night, when the violins weére embroid-
ered Into it In the same manner as the
bacchenale figure is worked into the
Pllgrims® chorus in “Tannhauser:” Those

never

be,

the

commissioned Into this service are Wal-
ter Damrosch, John Philip Sousa, O. G
Sonneck, formerly musical Hbrari of
Washington, D. (.; Messrs, Smith and
Earhart, who will establish an orches-
tration and band arrangement which
will be accepted as the standard and
which must always be used, instead of
lenving it to the judgment of the public
At large. It is at least to be hoped that
no wviolence will be done the slmple
"Star-Spangled Banner,” which has for
over 100 yeurs thrilled those who love
it for what It is and for whom it stands
as patriotism stands above art, culture,
education and even home.

- - -

More serious is the conditlon of grand
opera, now that It has seemed
sury to ellminate all German works
from the repertory, but inere 5 no
little talk and a growing demand for
Wagner Iin English. This doe= not
mean all German opera In English, al-
though what more delightful Cliristmas

neces-

A Typicﬁl- Evening Gown of the Present
Fashion, Draped From the Shoulders
in Graceful Freedom.

e

The Free Flow of Modern Drapery Is
Well Illustrated in This Evening Gown
Picture of Norma Talmadge.

JANES

The Lithe Modern Figure as Sculptured

by Salvatore Bilotti.

offering has been than
“Hansel and has al-
ready been in h many
times by the Aborn algnal
suce . That the wuss
work should done janguige
which would th ood by
the audience This
country has not yvet ar he cul-
tural pinne whare 12 I
ceases to offend
which reason we
the musical joy
in the musical
that the dl tion
will be offerad =a
can musle lovers to sive
Wagner works In Eng
be any of our own E
singers who object to a
could be found who will
and able to sing the roles
The engagement at the Motropolitan
of Louise Homer, announced this week,
will restore an artist whose presence
will go far toward making English
Wagner productions ponsible, Mme.

be
make

ix

wh un di=zpens

Is undarstiood
Motropolitan
from Ameri-
S01n of the

It
of the
petition

speaking
restudy many
be willing

Fremstad, Mme. Matzenouer, Florence

there |

Easton, Lila Robeson, Julin Claussen
are all flgures In the operntic world
who could dellver Wagner ns well in
English as in any otheéer langunge.

. . .

With much German music out of the
way one might expect that the artists
who supply the musical pabulum to this
country would turn to French works us
néver before, Instead of which there Is
a strong tendency in musical clrcles
to do away with French music alto-
gether. This attitude Is brought about
by the really exorbitant price asked by
the agents or those clalming authoricy
In behalf of the Association of French
Composers and Authora, In-a day llke .
this where the burdens of eoncert giv- that oflered the greatest outlet that
ing have grown so great that one mar-| SOUntry ever knew.
vels at the courage of any one Lo enter -4
the fleld, It {8 much easler to leave The return of Alice Niclasen to the
out such works as can be performed|light opera stage brought out an au-
only “by arrangement with the associa-| dlence at ths first performance that for
tion, etc.,' sald arrangements to be the | brilliancy and size seemed more like
payment of anything from $10 to $25|the opening of the opera season. “Kitty
and more. Ameriea bhas done herseif| Darlin',” based upon the David Belasco
proud in the dissemination of French|play, “Sweet Kitty Bellaire.” brought
musi¢. There are few clties in thnhlm r.oted stage manager into the musi-

country where the music, as well as
the names of Debussy, Ravel, D'Indy,
Duparc. Duboils, Saint Saens, Chausson,
Chabrier, are unknown, and the pro-
rrumme  is considered nas Incomplete
when French masters o not figure
strongly. Bul the old and homely
ldlom of killilng the goose that lays the
golden egg Is very near the surface at
the present time, =and the powers
2 to establish a lasting relation

this country and the art of
France were never In a stronger posi-
| tion to do so than nmow when of neces-
sity Oerman musle will be reduced to
a minimum on all programmues. In all
studios, on every stage In tha country
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The Metropolitan Opera Company g
nounced a brilliant week begin
last Monday night: following the
cessity to change arrangements things
have been resumsad as usuanl at the
Metropolitan where they are plunning
many revivals not anticipated prior to
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HomEpnMERY FHASG

James Montgomery Flagg Likes to Draw Pictures Like This When Romantic [llustration Gives Him the Excuse—But He Is Sure That Women Won't Wear
Sensible Clothes (Such as They Are Now Wearing) Very Long Without Being in Danger of a Relapse.
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