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PUBLIC EXPRESSES VIEWS ON WIDE VARIETY OF TOPICS|

WORK FOR BONDS

Arguments Agnlust Road Issue Are Un-
worthy, Says Writer.

THE DALLES, ®r., May 25.—(To the
Editor.)—Unless a great deal of edu-
cational work is carried on throughout
the =tate beétween this time and the
date of the specinl election, there is
serious danger that the road bhond lssua
will bhe decimively beaten. The defeat
of the bend issue would be a serious
blow to the best Interests of the state
at large, and woyld be pecullarly
calamitous o The Dalles and Wasco
County, and it Iz amazing that there
#hould be indifference and apathy
emong among local peopla concearning
n proposition of ®so much wvital and
direct interest and benefit to this com-
munity. We reallse that people are
interpsted in the great war Into which
we have gone, but we should not per-
it that to cause u= to overlook other
things which are of great concern to
us

There Is no argument worthy of con-
elderation that can be advanced agalnst
the woting of the bonds, as a general
proposition. The ssue. ia different from
any loecal or county bond issue in that
it does not mean any additional bur-
dens in the way of taxation, and the
cenemies of the present proposition con-
code the ndvantages to be derived from
goodd roads, and thelr erving necessity
in this state, o0 the people do not have
L O educated along the linea of the
advantages and henefita aceruing from
tha construction of hotter rouds
throughout the state, and if &ny edu-
cation or demonstration were needed
ril" that would be necessary would be
to point to the state of Washlngton on
the north and the state of California
on the south, where great sums of
money hava been eoxpended for road
construction and betterment.

Never before has a proposition been
submitted To the people the ncceptance
of which would mean the raising of
large revehue for improvement with-
out providing for an increass in tax-
mation. The bond lssue to be settled
Juna 4 does not provide for the in-
creasing of taxes in any way or man-
Ber, and It simply provides for the
taking of the enme-fourth mill levy al-
Fendy provided by law and adding it
o the automoblle liesnse fees, and
thereby creating a fund which will
unquestionably meet the Interest on
tha bonds and provide money for their
retirement, and the taxes of the clti-
sens are not inereased one cent, and
the only burden that s added on any
citizen im the Increase in the license
fees to be pald by owners of auto-
moblles, and this will be more than
offset by the saving in tires and re-
yairs: It may be that the ense and
simplicity with which this fund is to
bie raised under the provisions of the
proposed bonding law causes some to
loak with susplicion upon the propo-
sition, as It ssems too easy and noth-
ing of the kind has ever been presented
boefore.

If Orogon i to keep pace with bhor-
dering states she must begin some
comprehensive plan of road construc-
tion and get out of the mud and dust,
and theae F6.000,000 bonding proposition
f5 the best method that has yet been
presented, and tha important faature in
the scheme Is that it does not increase
taxation,

While the peopln of this city and
county should support the measure on
nccount of the general benefits to be
Exined, yet there are peculiar and par-
ticular reasons why citizens of The
Dalles and Waseo County should rally
to Its support. Wa are on the line of
the Columhia Highway, and have al-
roady voted bonds for road congtruc-
tion throughout the county and are
prepared to receive direct and im-
mediate benefits from the money de-
rived from the bonds, and we will bhe
among the first to be favored, as thers
in no way we can ba prevented rom
receilving immedliate benefits under the
law, and local people should bhecome
thoroughly aroused to the situation and
sen that our people hecome aroused
and yote for the bonds and thereby
help the state generally and our own
section particularly. H.R. BUTLER.

IS TURGED
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£4,000,000 BOND

Jeanlngs Lodge Writer Tells Why He
Will Not Vote for Rond Moner.

JENNINGS TODGE, Or., May 1%—
(To the Edltor.)—We take it for grant-
ed u very lurge number of the cltizens
of Oregen are In favor of good roads,
The only guestlon is how to go about
making them. Of all the speakers wea
have heard and of all the articles wae
have reiad the proponents do not admit
thare is any other feasible way than to
issue bonds, $5,000.000 of them, interest
and principal, according to their fig-
ures, amounting to §$12,000,000 or $13,-
000,000, and that no tax will ever ha
Jevied to take them up. They guaran-
1a to prove by conjectural figures that
the automobile tax will pay it all. Yes,
and have mopey left, that is, with tho
2: mill now levied.

Now, In the first place, the act pro-
vides the counties shall be taxed for
the grading. The tax will not be a
small amount. 1f the proponents are so
tlead sure the auto licenses will mest
the bhonds, why In the name of reason
do they not put up thelr guarantes to
the 4 per cent money loaner, It ought
10 be as good to him as to us, instead
of wanting everyone of us te sign a
yromissory note, which everyone whao
votes for It does if the issue carries,
xes, and those who vote no also,

Maybe the bonds will not sell at par.
WMay be in a short time after we havae
slgned this promise to®pay the bonds,
the sutoists will get tired of paying so
high a licensa and go beforae the Legis-
Jature and get the auto tax reduced.
Jt Is commeon In politics.

Mayba there will not be the con-
Jectural Increase In auto lcenses which
they are figuring on. Bome who own
autos now find they cannot afford to
keep them, It Is happening every day.
OUnly a certain per c¢ent of the people
cever will own one.

They did not tell us It cost $25,000 to
rollect the leense Iast year and have
not figured off the future amounts.
The engineer’s apportionment and cost
of collections alone will take up over
31,000,000 of It. Tt will not cost less to
distribute It even If generous Mr, Ben-
won and & very few others donate us
their time and ability.

No doubt the money will be spent as
Judiciously as possible under his super-
wvision, but 1t is and has been for years
nnd vears the history and experlence
of all state-cvonducted Improvements
that only from 40 per cent te 65 per
cent ever goes Into actual construction.
That im, we will not get our $3.600,000
in actual construction, nnd-taking their
figures at §10,000 per mile it will only
glve a little more than one road clear
through the state, north and south.

1s it not paying ton dear for aour
whistle, $6,000,000 for §3,600,0007 Were
it not fur better for the proponants to
use their time. enargy and money In
indueing each road district to follow
the plan begun five years ago and fol-
lowed up to present date of road dis-
trict 47 of Clackamas County. We have
i main road, the river road, from Sell-
wood to Oregon City, about eight milea
long, and have put down n good bass
nnd hard ofl macadam surface not only
the whole distance but on all the main
cross ronds in the district. The present
levy will finlsh all except some cross
sitreets. Already from 20 to 75 automs
pass over the river road each hour of
the day, Summer and Winter. We will
altogether likely have it hard surfaced
beforas the state will bulld fts 350 or
400 miles and at very much lesa ex-
Pense.

When a district pays its cash out It

ISSUR I8 HIT

will get better work done and much
cheaper than the state can. Every one
Is scanning every move closely. A dif-
ferent phase s now on than when the
projéct was started. Wages will be
much higher and laborers fewer. What
a howl will go up when three-fourths
of the expectants do not get any road.
The money did not reach them and then
the larger crowd who did not expect to
has to pay their note.
P. D. NEWELIL.

FLAYGROUND PLEA

Is VOICED

Henry E., Heed Says Marguam Gulch
Should Be Cleaned.

PORTLAND, May 26.—(To the EA-
itor.)—Deserving of the faveorable con-
sideration of the vopters at the June
election is the proposed charter amend-
ment appearing on the city baliot un-
der the numbers 124 and 125. It s
commonly known as the Marquam Gulch
playground measture, oDecauss the first
produect of a special tax which jt au-
thorizes must be spent to clean out the
pest spot of Marquam Gulch and equip
it a8 n modern playground for the chil-
dren of the district. It is.a good pro-
posal and should be adopted.

Marquam Gulch was once one of the
attractive apots of Purtland. That is to
say, In it8 wild state it was in the
same class with Tanner Creek. John-
son Creek, Balch Creek and other shady
nooks well known to all the oldtimers.
When I attended the Harrison-Stroet
School 40 years ago., tha gulch was the
playground of the boys and girls who
lHved In the southern section, In the
district where the Falling School was
Inter bullt. Along about 1880 the
scavengears began to make a dumping
ground of it, Into it has been heaped
an Immense assortment of rubblsh—
broken planks, discarded street paving
blocks, crockery, manure, strest sweep-
fnga, and even the night soll of the
days when Tortland did not have sew-
ers In the streets nor patent sanitary
appllances in the houses. Few persons
realize what a mess of reeking filth
fing been piled into this spot through
which there once threaded one of the
prettiest crecks that supplied pure
water to many a Portland home,

Sauth Portland, which even a gen-
eration ago was a charming resi-
dentlal section, has received very lit-
tle consideration in the matter of mu-
nicipal expenditure. It has mot had a
real playground sines the early "80s,
when the march of progressg divided the
ald sheep pasture into building lots,
and the scavenger, forced to the outer
rim of the elty, placed his defiling
band upon Marquam Gulch. In recent
vears the southern section has filled
up with & ocosmopolitan poepulation,
which has been drawn from many lands.
It 18 the children of this district, the
cltizens of the next goneration, who ark
this playground, They should have It.
A vote 124 yes will give them what
they are entitled to.

HENRY E, REED,
County Assesaor.

ROAD BONDS ARE CRITITCISED

Nehalem Writer Declares Labor Bears
All Burden.

NEHALEM, Or., May 24 —(To the
Editor.)—Thers Is but one source of
wonlth, productive labor, and from that
all debts must ba paid. Tha attempt
by the juggling of words to shift a
burden from the producer to the waster
of wealth should be evident to anyone.
An {Mustration of the point of view is
Lthe oft-repented asssertion that the man
who owns an nutomobile pays the l-
cense fee, He |8 merely the agent that
shifts the payment to the producer,
If an auto Is run for pleasure IL be-
comes a waster of time and monsy us
well ‘as 2 menace to the community and
a destroyer of roads. If, on thea other
hand, It Is a commerclal propoaition,
the owner shifts the tax to his patrons.

The proposition. thersfors, to bond
the State of Oregon Tor $6,000,000 (with
interest to double the amount befors
it ean he paid) for the purposa of
bullding hard-surfased scenic highways
resolves itself into a proposition to add
that amount to the laborer’'s burden
and as much more that will have to be
ralsed from the countiesa of the state,
in order that they may get thelr share,
all of which will be paid by those that
produce, not hy the promoter or waster,
Nevaertheless, thig vast exependiture
might be justified if we had any assur-
ance that the money would be used tc
bulld useful roads that would open to
use sectlons that would be made pro-
ductive.

On the contrary,

v
the road to be im-
proved in the southern part of Clatsop

County and the northern part of Til-
lamook County, from Beasida to Gari-
baldi, a distance of 40 miles, runs
through a sectlon wvold of productive
poasibilities excepting scenery, seaslda
resorts and posegibilities of thea pro-
moter. This section will cost at least
§400,000 to grade and get ready for
surfacing, a part of which will ba done
by the state, about 20 miles in Clatsop
County. The rest must be done by
Tillamook and If finished one well-di-
ractad shot from & warship would put
it out of commission. An alternative
route could have been selected between
Beaslde and Garibaldl over the present
road up the Necanicum, down Lthe North
Nehalem through Foley Valley and to
Garibaldl, which would go through &
land of agricultural possibliities capn-
hla of producing potatoes enough to
feed the state. E. K. SCOVELL.

ROAD BONDS ARE FAVORED

Cherryville Man Writes of Need eof
Well-Orgnnized Work.

CHERRYVILLE, Or, May 21.—(To
the Editor.)—I would like to give per-
sonal opinion as to the attitude one
should take toward the proposed road
bond question. I favor a unanimousa
support of the measure and desire to
gee It carried., T havae confidence in the
statements that the greater part of the
expenss will bo met by the automobile
interests; that the automobille owners
are willing to assume this expense and
that the - work will ha satisfactorily
executed, It will be an advertisement
for the state, showing our willingness
to pull with out neighbora ns well as
to help ourselves.

There is. however, some antagonism
being created toward the measure by
wild and exaggerated statements, One
speaker has been réported by the pa-
pers as sayving that we have expended
no oneé can tell how many millions on
roads and still have “mud, mud, mud.
Why not vota the road bonds and have
good roads?' Now any sensible man
knows that after we -have bullt the
roads contemplated it will still be,
“mud, mud, mud” for most of us for
many Vears to come, Yes, and afte
{we have spent many more bond ssue
on roads.

This proposed bond Issue and the
sajaction of the roads. to be improved
by it probably presents the best solu-
tiom for a definite beginning on a good
roadsg programme. But the automobile
drivers will not confine their driving
td the roads improved by the bond is-
sue, Moreover, they will not ba will-
ing, nor should thsy be expected to
shoulder the burden of additional bond
jgsues. Before much permanent road
bullding into the ruyral regions has been
accomplished some definite plan of dis-
trict road improvement must be agreed
upon by which roads will be projected
from markat centers out into producing
areas. A8 such roads will have to be
bullt a little at a time, the taxes for
meeting the bonds should be graduated
and so disiributed over the territory
benefited by tle building of the road
that those who were immediately and
most completely served would pay a
higher rate. This high rate would fol-
low out as the road was gcompleted and

as the bonds matursd and were paid
off the taxes for various sectlons would
be reduced to that required for main-
tenance.

Al the property In any way served
by the heginnings or the contemplated
completion -of the road is benefited to
somes extent and should be taxed. But
the tax should be in proportion to the
service. It would put a high rate of
tax on smail Tocalities, but they are the
ones who pget full value for thelr
money. When the whole country Is
supplied with hard-surface roads we
will then all have paid our propor-
tionate share of the costs. When we
drive over them we will forget about
the price. But It galls a man to pay
for something that requires a long ar-
sument to convince him of Its bene-
fits. The good roads movement will be
advanced when we are through gush-
ing over it and come down to facls,
even though It means-a much greater
cost to to those immediately served.

Sincerely yvours,
GEORGE B. COUPER.

FPRISON BETTERMENT NEEDED

Present Not Time to Centend Over
“Prison Labor.”

PORTLAND, Or.,, May 26—To the
Editor.) — Having carefully studied
every phase of the proposed prison bet-
terment plan that {s to be voted upon
at the coming election, 1 will, for the
baneft of the many readern of The Ore-
gonian, offer what assistance I can,
s0 that they may vote intelligently,
and not let the apirit of political acri-
many interfere with falr judgment

To the members and dependents of
organized labor I wish to impress the
fact that the proposed mnew prison is
exactly In line with the efforts we en-
tered upon in 1611, Untll we cemented
*he Interest of the Oregon manufac-
turers, prominent merchants, and the
membership of organized labor toward
the protection of "Oregon industry’” In
1811, and appeared before the Legis-
lature with & roll of petitions showing
our unity in this cause, the system of
“penology.” as practiced In the form
of a state institution In Oragon., wWis
mbout the most feeble expression of
righteousness swithin the human mind
that could be Imagined,

We felt grateful for the substantial
backing of such men as Senators Gell-
ing, Sinnott, Olliver, Locke and others
in the Senate. We felt deeply thank-
ful to the many representatives in the
House for starting our ball rolling to-
ward the goal, and we doubly appreci-
ated the act of the Governor, who was
personally impreased with the rawnesa
of the old order of things, and who
abolizhed the unfalr trafficking In hu-
man lIabor, even more o unfair be-
ciausze rendered helpless were they who
labored, because the laws of Oregon
eondoned and forced them to submit
to slavery in the interest of private
individunis.

We who took up this effort in hehalf
of Oregon Industry, became soon ac-
quainted with conditions that had for
#0 long been matters not intended for
the general public's consideration. It
hecame apparant that the principles of
Oregon's cltizenship should not be held
responsikle for such conditlons, and
publicity began to bring to light the
low standard that our state was at-
tached to in the real meaning and pur-
pose of handling the criminal to so-
claty.

In the yenrs since 1911 the people of
Oregon have been hrought closer in
touch with the conditions that must
be improved, and 1t goea without say-
ing that the newsgpapers have done
thelr part nobly In bringing matters
to light. If the great army of readers
of The Oregonian could have I(nvestl-
gated actual everyday conditions con-
nected with the Oresxon prison, In per-
son, as dld the writer, while com-
missioned for this purpose, thare would
ba no need of publicity in installing a
more medern Institutlion.

When |t Is realizsaed that the present
ifnstitution s exactiy upon the prin-
ciple of & filthy sore, that under present
conditjona is merely belng allowed to
enlarge and become cancarous, then It
i surely the common-sensical idea to
take the proper maeans to control its
action and use datermination In heal-
ing the ulcer as readily as possible;

Don't argue the feasibility of prison
competition now; don't place & stum-=-
bling hlock in the way of etarting upon
& common sensg programme that both
a Democratic and Republican adminia-
tration have declared absolutely neces-
sary. Industry and Iabor will ba qual-
ified to pass upon tha problem of
“prison labor"” when the time comes
for actlon. The administration, in ap-
pointing a commission to Investigate
fully and report, has fellowed the very
ldean that the writer has strongly
urged, and the report that comes from
these three men of promingnce in Ore-
gon is an able showing of the [nterest
they have taken in tha work.

EDWARD G. BARGER,
FIRST NEHED

SHIPS THOUGHT

Traic .\Im!nn-r Sars Fortland Must
Une Its Waterways.

PORTLAND, May 10.—(To the Ed-
{tor.}—Rallroad  trained and expe-
rienced ig transporimtion matters for
25 years, It s a pleasurs as a cltizen
justly proud of her to ses that Port-
iand 15 about to leave the cradle and
take staps, rveanl, even though baby
steps, toward the sttainment of a su-
premacy that has slways been her
award from nature.

Prees articles concerning the need of
additional payrolls, crying complaints
against the ralliroads and the instito-
tion of many uselass sults before the
Interatate Commerce Commiesion for
tha purposa of forcing more favorable
rail rate adjustments have run their
course and a real awakening and de-
termination to “Put ths Port In Port-
jand” appears to be on,

About slx weeks ago H. L. Corbett,
prosident of the chamber of Commerae,
was quoted as expressing viewa favor-
ing a constructive poliey for the futurs
at variance with the apirit and manner
in which Portland transportation prob-
lems have been handled in the past. Thia
{s the right idea, emanating from the
proper source. That =a responsive
chord was struck is evident from the
interest manifested oditorially and
otherwise in the press and among ship-
pers and recelvers of freight and man-
ufacturers concerned with transporta-
tion costs,

Porlland’s transportation predica-
ment is not of a day's making, nor yet
of a decnde of years., Her rail rate
troubles will not cease as long as the
Columbias and Willamette rivers make
the way for commerce to her door from
the great producing sections they tap,
unless use of her great natuural system
of transportation, the Ceolumbia and
tributary rivers, im developed in comn-
nection Wwith her offshore commerce.

Such development I8 the real key to
the forward movement qf Portland;
her Alasken and muanufacturing trou-
bles, ra well as her more immediately
apparent rate difficulties. The present
and past utility of our waterways rail-
road, directed and controlled, without
proper offshore connectlons, have buat
served a railroad trans=portation end,
and something of political graft, in the
stifling of such actupl compatition and
use as might otherwise have appeared.
It has been merely a rallroad buffer
for artificlal rate structures, both look-
ing to the same end—rate control with
river control.

System4 of water serving [nland
communitios are direct competitors of
rall lines, They are natural enamies,
fully appreciated by raillroad managers.
“Good roads” are the natural feeders
for walerways and as the “good roads™
movement has progressed in Oregon
Portland's transportation troublea hawve
srown,

roads™ movement has caused her ad-
vantages of the past to magnify and
to be more keenly sppreciated by rail-
road managers. The railroads ,de-
serve praise, not censure, for the per-
ception of these advantages, as obsta-
cles In their way, Artificial rate struc-
tures against her Is a tribute of hixh
and Intelligent recogmition of her
prowesa, The answer to such struc-
tures Is not “peace at any price” nor)
lawsults, with attendant and uselesa
expensze of the past. Competition is
the remedy. Real, live, active compe-
tition. We have the rallroad recog-
nized means of compaetition. A free
gift from the Almighty, improved by
Government for our particular benefit,
Al enormous expense. Insufficient as
i the amount of §1.000,000 approprinted
by the Legislature for the purchase or
building of =hips to be operated by the
FPort of Portland in the interest of the
port, it is nevertheless a start in the
right direction. The Initintive taken
by Portland in the matter will ulti-
mately be effective In enlistment of the
support of eevry river town and coun-
ty in Oregon and Washington, for stata
control and operation. For Portland'sa
problem Is tha problem of every such
county and town and of the states at
large.

The enormity of advantage to acorua
to these commonwenalths from state
ownership and operation can be thor-
oughly relled upon to accelerate the
movement Initinted by Portland for
utility of natural means of transporin-
tion.

Fortunately tha start has heen made
before the entry into the ficid of pri-
vately owned bottoms, and while the
rallroads through car shortage condi-
tions should almost feel disposed to
welcome and facilitute effort in this di-
rection.

We want ships—publicly owned ships.
Mr Houser Is right, we want “good
roada.” Publicly owned river craft to
feed the ships. Good roada to feed the
river craft, Good roads from the whent
fields of Bastern Oregon and Washing-
ton to the riversa. “A Portlander” is
kight, we want facilities, but before
facilities we want good roads and
ships. We want raillroad Intelllzence
and mnot rallroad fights, We want a
traffic manager competant to procure
nand direct our traffic matiers. We want
A manager of transportation who can
bulld up traffle worthy of the great
free way, that alds us none at all flow-
Ing silently past us, but will carry
every pound of burden that we put
upon her,

We want rallroad intelligence and
rallroaqd resulty for the future. Results,
not "bunk."” L

A TRAFFIC MANAGER.

REAL MOTHERHOOD NEEDED,

Writer Sarys Women Must Keep Nn-
tlon's Standnrd High.

DUNDEE, Or.,, May 24.—{To the Edl-
tor.)—To the woman who Is dlscour-
aged with housework and bables, T
wonld repeat these words of Billy Sun-
day: “If the womanhood of America
had been no better than its manhood,
the devil would have had a fence
around cur country before now.” Let
ma Ask “Discouraged” what s more
honorable than motherhond? What
words are sweaeter than home, swaeet
home? And what ts a homs withont
n mother? Homa s where mother is,
therefore I would say that unless the
home has a real mother In It (what I
mean by a real mother is a mother
Wwho really loves har children and takes
i real Interest In thelr welfare). this
home cannot be what the word Iimplies,
but back of the mother and children,
of course, T think there should be a
real husband and father.

S0 many of our men are lacking In
the qualities required of a good hus-
band and father, that the mother somu-
times has to do mora than her shares
of the home-making, but wo must have
enough of tha mother love In us to do
this and to do It chearfully and with-
ot complaint, Fathers often give up
the struggle and go to “boozing™ or
commit suicide, but thea real mother
will stand by her children and home,
even If cooking, dishwashing and
serubhing the floors does seom lke
drudgery. In my estimation {f wa love
our "husbanda and children and our
homee as we should, our household du-
tirs will not seem as drudgery, for lave
lightens labor and makes it & pleasure.

The work of a wile and mother s
the greatest work in the world in its
far-reaching importance,

Far above all others iz the taslc of
moulding hearts and lives and shaping
characters. Some wise man has sald,
“If yon want to find greatness, don't
go tao the throne, but to the earadle.™
When Jesus wanted to glve his discl-
Pplesn an impressiye lesson he took =&
lttle child and sald: “Except ve be-
come as one of these little children.
¥e ahall In no wise enter into the king-
dom.**

The work of rearing children ia so
important that God would net trust it
to the fathers, but gave it Into our
keeping. Consequently we must do
what “Diseouraged” coalls *“other dis-
agreeable things” on the side, and if
mothers would exercise aa much care
regarding the company thefr children
keep, the bhooks they read and the
places they vislt, as they should, I
don't Imagine there would be much
time laft to worry about the “drudg-
ery” of home-making:
“The bravest battle that

fought,

Shall I tell you where and when?
On the maps of the world yowu'll find

it not;

'Twas fought by the mothers of men.”

MRS, E. O. DILLINGER.

ever wnas

MEMORIAL DAY SACRED EVENT
Ladles of G. A. M. Ask More Thought
for Soldler Dead.

MILWAUKIE. Or., May 25.—(To tha
Editor.)—Memorlal doy with all its sa-
credness is near at hand. Do we real-
Ize what it means? Do we consider
how {t eame to be and why? Onece each
yvear are the soldier dead remembered
with flowers and flags placed on their
Iast resting place. But have we not
gotten Aaway from the ldea that Me-
morial day (May 30) was that day set
aside for the purposa above mentioned?
Have we not got Into the habit of
making it more a day for placing flow-
ers upon graves of all frlends gone?
A good act, of course, but lat us not
forget the men who fought and died
for our country, our flag, that you and
I might enjoy the freedom we do to-
dayv., It Is time the patriotic organiza-
tions do mot forget this.

And then, too, have we mot gotten
to look upon the day as mbre of a fes-
tival time than ona for sad reflsotion?
This Is due in large measure to the
fact that Memorial day is Improperily
cnlled Decoration day because of plac-
ing of flowers and fiags upon the
graves, and then, too, of the bestraw-
ing of flowers upon all graves, as well
as those of war veterans, Let uas think
of this and hold more sacred the
Memorial day—and not a day for fes-
tivities,

The Ladles of the Grand Army of
the Republlie at thelr last conventlon
passcd the following resolution:

We would ask all patriotic religious
bodies to co-operate with us In making
Memorial day so sacred that the duties
we owe to those brave men gone and
to those remaining by Joining with
them in this day is impressed upon the
minds of the growing generation:

“Resolved, That we ask, through
press and otherwiee, all religious and
patriotic bedles to co-operate with us
in holding more sacred the memory of
those for whom Memorial day was
designated, by discouraging the various
sports =0 much Indulged in by the
growing generation, and by impressing

upon the public minds the ucredneaal

To put it another way, "gvodh

of the day and the duty all patriotic
citizens owe thelr country, thelr rlag.
and to those who fought and saved it
for us pnd those who gave their lives
that we might have the country, the
home and the freedom that we enjoy
today.”
We hope for your co-operation In
this worl. VALERIA G. BENVIH,
Department President 1. G. A, R.

COUNCILMANIC PLANM FAVORED
Commisaion Govermment Plles U'p Taxes,
Writer Says.

PORTLAND, May 26—(To the FEAd-
Itor.)—A great deal has_ been written
of late about the merits and demerits
of the Commission form of govern-
ment, and there seems to be consider-
able feellng and exchange of person-
alities amongst the defenders of the
system, as against these whe lfavor the
Councilmanic administration, formerly
in vogue here, and as & heavy taxpayer
I trust that you will grant me suf-
flelent space to relate my reasons for
favoring the latter plan of city gov-
ernment, | e, represantation of the
various districts of the city by sep-
arate Councilmen.

I have read with great interext the
reports issued in your paper about
the address of G. 8, Shepherd made to
the Montavilla Community Club on the
Sth Inst, and while for want of time
I am not in a position to argue eithar
pro or con as to the correctness of the
figures given by Mr, Sheplhierd or those
Issued by Mr, Bigelow in refutation of
the former, from a general survey of
our financiagl conditions it must be
painfully evident to even any disinter-|
ested obzerver that there Is is some-
thing radlcally wrong in the enormous
growth of our city expenditures and
the excessive bilrdena placed upon the
iocal taxpayern

Unless 1 mistake the signs of the
time, and ludging from the many ex-
preasions that have come Lo My <ears
from - fellow citizens, the  experimaeaent
with the Commission form of govern-
ment hasg proven a decided failure, and
will met its final fiasco at the coming
June election,

There is no doubt in my mind that
the opinlon generally prevalls amongat
the property holders that we are a tax-
ridden community, and leaving out of
consideration the heavy burden which
we soon shall all have to meet as o
patriotic duty in conssquence of our
country having epntered Into ths most
glgantic struggle the world has ever
seen, the capacity of the taxpayers to
carry the ever [nereasing burden.
which, in many cases, ara equivalent
to absolute configcation, does not seem
to have had much welght with our
Commissioners, while considering the
advisabllity of tha enormous expendi-
tures, which In spite of the many pro-
tests mnd <clamor for economy have
nevar heen appreciably reduced.

“Por Bol-meame, on peut fuger d'Au-
trul,” Is an old French proverb, and
thera are doubtless countless others
who feel llke I do regarding our local
system of taxation.

With all my property Improved my
taxes in 1811 were about $7006, with an
Incomea from the same approximating
$5000 per annum, In 191§ my taxes
hnd been ralsed to mnearly double the
formsar amount, while my Incomae from
{dentically the same property had been
reduced wuntil it barely coversed the
taxes, :

Oregon seema to have taken the lead
in any and all kinds of freak legis-
lation, and in the introduction of the
Commission form of government we
have been (nduced to» experiment vir-
tually with [rive Mayors, where we
formerly had one, and what with these
five gentlemen working at cross pur-
poses there is no telling what this sys-
tem will bring forth in the future if
the same is to be perpetunted.

I am ereditably informed that only a
short time ago a prospactive embryo
manufacturing establishment was ex-
pecting to locate here, and that they
wers from the very beginning pestered
with inspectors and thelr insistenca on
multifarious regulations that the pro-
Jectors of the enterprise quit Portland
in disgust and located in Seattle, whare
they evidently met with a different
kind of reception and ancouragement.
T doubt whether such a thing could
happen, where men rapreaenting the
various districts of the city would con-
sider such matters, with a view to the
welfare of the city at large. Yourse
truly. A, TILZER.
FRENCH REVOLUTION I8 CITED

Correspondent Discusses Advice
Starving teo Eat Grass.

PORTLAND, May 26—(To the Edi-
tar.)—A student of history may well
take more than a languld interest In
reading the rfollowing press dispatch
which appeared In your issue of yester-
day:

Hungry Germans Are Advised to Eat Grasm

Copendiagen, via Loandon, May 22 —In
view of the food ghortage in Germany Pro-
fessnr Weldner, an agricultural expert at
Pussau, Bavaria, advisea the peopie to fol-
low the exunmpie of Nebuchadnezrzar and est
grass. He informs them that both red claver
and alfalfs may ba used for the muking
of tasty dishes for human consumption.

And after reading this, turn for a
few moments to Carlyle's *History of
the French Revolution,” that marvelous
work, which depicts In language so0
graphlic that its sentences fairly burn
into the Imagination, the burstink of a
people from the bonds of a deapotic
rule. Here, too, we find that a starv-
ing people are “"advised to cat grass’:

Wn are at the 23d of the month, hardly
above n week sincs the bastile fall, when
it suddenly apponra that old Foulon is allve;
nay, that he ia here, In early moming. In
the streets of Paris: the extortioner, the
platter, who would make the people eat
grass, and was a liar from the beginning!
It in even s0. . . His old hoad, which
74 years have bhleached, la bare: they have
tied an emblematic bundla of grass on his
back; & gariand of netties and thistles is
round his neck: in thia manner, led with
ropes, goaded on with curses and menaces,
must he, with his old limbs, spraw! for-
ward, ths pitiabiest, most unpittied of all
old men. . . With wild yeolle, SaT. -
culottism eclutches him, in ita hundred
hands; he ls whirled across the Palace de
Greve to the “Lanterns’ lamp-iron which
thers 1s at the corner of the Rue de Ia
Vannerie: pleading bitterly for lfe—to the
deaf winda. Only with the third rope—for
two ropes bBroks, and the quavering wvolce
atil! pleaded—can he ha so much as got
hanged! His body s dragged through the
strests;: his head goes aloft on a plke, the
mouth fllled with grass; lllnh‘l luux‘nli as of
Tophet, from s grass-cating people,

s WILLIAM F. WOODWARD.
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OLD PENITENTIARY FIRE TRAV®

—

Time for Oregon to Adopt Progressive
Idean, Says Doctor.

PORTLAND, May 26—(To the EA4-
itor.)—Apropos of the arguments con-
cerning the advisabllity of a new State
Penltentiary, I beg leave for space In
the columns of your paper,

For the past five years the Oregon
State Board of Dental Examiners has
oonducted Its June examinations at Sa-
lem and the operative tests of the appil-
eants have been held at the Peniten-
tiary, the Inmates of tha Institution
ancting as patients During that time
as u membar of the Board of Dental
Examiners I have had the opportunity
to observe the conditions in Oregon's
stalo prison.

I will venture the statement that no
ecommonwaenlth possesses A mora an-
tiquated, dilapidated prison than does
Oregon. As has been said, the chapel
{5 n veritable fire trap. The hospital
and women's quarters on the second
floor, with their wooden floors and par-
titlons, are just as liable to fire dan-
gor, Tho chapel ia so located that if
a fire started there it would no doubt
result in a conflagration of the entire
buijlding. The only exit from the bulld-
ing Ia through the chapel. Tha morth
and south wings, where the tiers of
cells ars located, could not escape In
event of fire.

For the protectlon of the public the |

| victs,

people of Oregon should demand a new
Penitentiary., It Is fortunate that the
state houses 30 few of the really dan-
gerous type of criminal, else we might
expect & wholesala dellvery of inmates
al most any time. As it Is mo great
effort iy neccasary for an occasiconal
esCApe,

One correspondent has stated: "There
ia not a man there but could have kept
out of thers If he hadn't dona wrong."
I know of many who yet have a spark
of manhood within them; yvoung boys
who through =aasocintion and misfor-
tune, vietims of circumstances, if you
please, are obliged to serve their
“time" within prison walls, If we In-
tend to conduct such institutions along
the lines of the medieval bastile and
the English prison ship of yore, we
shounld be content with what we have.
On the other haild, If the state wishes
to take care of its prisoners as human
beings are antitled to be cared for, it
is high time for some improvement.

One of the reasons Oregon has had
to take n back seat along with its sis-
ter states in due to unprogressive idean.
And thls holds good with the State
University., Improved roads, cte.

Isan't It about time Oregon was wak-
ing up to Ity advantages as well as
its needa? IU's an absolute Impossibil-
ity for officials to render proper serv-
ice to the state under the existing con-
ditions of the prison bulldings. With
A Nmew Penitentiary the efficiency of
the officials will he increased, the pub-
e will be protcted and the prisoners
will be confined in a place not septle
wity the bacteria of yvears, If the con-
even as convicts, are not desarv-
Ing of this, then lot's suggest dispens-
ing with the prison druggist and the
hospital, with its score of bedn.

T am confident if severy Oregon voter
could wvisit tha Penitentiary he would
comes away a confirmed bellever that
# new building s imperative, About
the hest way 1o maks the “pen™ a good
place to keop away from (s to make It
a place where the inmates can't get
AWRAY.

Yes, and I pay taxes, too.

W. & KENNEDY,D. D, 8§
JOHN RIGHDY SOLVES
Congreas Told How to Make Farmer
Produce More Food.

VALE, Or.,, May 24.—{(To the Editor.)
~—The campaign for *“food prepared-
ness” would be laughable were It not
tragieal. The Government,
the county and the city all join In at-
tempts to help the farmer. "Dear Mr.
Farmer, put in mors land and we will
help you to take care of IL” “Who are
“weT" "We,” In-the main, are those
who know not a plow from an apple
treoe, & harrow from a separator, a hay-
rack from a flying machine, and whose
acquaintance with a pitehfork has
been through articlea in the Saturday
Evening Post by someone who naver
saw the fork.

At 10 coents per hour for the labor put
on the wvarious nroposed industrial
cansus the cost will be mors than $100,-
000 for the Stite of Oregon, and as of
much value to the farmer as & flying
machine for him to usa for plowing.

Our astute Congress could help the
farmer with ten lines in any of thelr
proposed bills by puttlng one man In
charge and let him place a Mmindmum
price on graln and potntoes of §1.50 per
bushel for wheat and $1.26 per sack
for potatoas delivered alongside our
raflroad switches, and then provide
transportation. Our dear farmer will
tuke care of the remainder of the deal
He will swamp ths world with grain
and potatoes ile will find labor, for
he will ba ble to pay for it. If he can-
not find it, where will the census taker
find L2

You want the farmer to produce? Pay
him for his product. What discouragen
the furmer Is to see¢ tho wheat ho sold
at $§1 and $1.50 per bushel selling for
$3 per bushel and the difference taken
hy & man, or men, who never saw a
hushel of whaeat, who never owned n
bushel of wheat and who never did a
day's work with anything but their
volee and a4 lead pencil.

It would be lmpolitic to take & dl-
rect and certain course to accomplish
any object. Thera would bhe necded no
nwnrmy of inefficlent traveling non-ex-
perts, nor 85 county agriculturists ab-
sorbilng thelr unearmed increment, If
our Government wotild guarantesc
prices for flve yoars, or for three years,
or for two years. There would be no
need for demanding unpald labor to
furnish abracadagra for school echii-
dren to ponder over and endeavor to
extract sense. Say to tha farmer:
“Produce and we will pay.” "“"Produce
and we will distribute.,” and get out
from under the crops; ship them to the
alliles and to the neutrals and to Bel-
gium.

We pass monopoly controlling laws
which incroase monopoaly. We daumn the
speculator and pass laws to help him
while the monopolist and speculators
may be made to hoe potatoes for a liv-
ing If the Government would guaranten
prices for thres vaars. *“Not good poli-
™ Right you are. Half the lobby-

PROBLEM

tlos?
ists would disappear from Washington,
nnd heotels would wonder what hit them
were tha speculetor abollshed,

. “Ah! but that Iz sociallsm,"” savs the
politician, All right, call it sociallsm;
call It centralization of power; call it
anything you like, but it will producs
resulta; it will produece wheat, corn and
potatoes, and that's what the allles
need.

We are not dodging the issue, here
Iin Vale, we will conform to the wishes
of the Governor. Wa will endeavor to
do our part as we are advised. We have
sent 21 Inte the Army out of less than
1000 population, and others are ready
to ¥o; but wa reserve the right to ask
that our strength and. intelligence be
directed to produce results favorable
to our enterprise of destroyving Kings
and Princes from off the face of the
earth and substitdting peace among
men for war for monarchs.

JOHN RIGBY,
UP TO CONSUMER TO GET BUSY
Only Relief From Food Expleliatien
Can Come Through Orgmnization.

ST. HELENS, Or.,, May 34.—(To the
Editor.)—The hilgh cost of living
gseema Lo _hé mobody's business. Uncle
Eam Inserts the probe and there stops.
He has neither power, authority nor
desire to go farther and relief i=s not
Iin sight, It I8 nobody's business how
much unwarranted misery and desti-
tution the trusts, combinations and
food gamblers create, just 5o the un-
earned millions of blood money are
coming their way.

War prices are bad enough without
this unwarranted acceleration, The
foollgh consumers do mothing te help
themselves, They call for expensive
deliveries; they Joyride Instead of
working in thelr garden or canning
fryult and vegetables; they are waste-
ful and extravagant; they object to
none of the projects of the trusts and
food gamblers; they do mot organize
and put up a fight for their own ex-
istence; they have no volce a= to what
the price ia to be: it is nobody's busi-
ness how many manufacturers’ asso-
ciations, jobbers’ associations, retall-
ers’ associntions or gentlemen’s agreo-
ments or how many meatpackers’ as-
soclatlons or how many cold storage
associations or other combinations
are united to rob them—they
do nothing more than murmur,
It will take more than a murmur to
end this mefarious business. It will
take zome good, clean, hard fighting,
put up with a vim, Lo put an end to It
Wa must have an open, unfetterad
market, open to the world so far as
food is concerned.

False crop reports must be stopped.
There must de an awakening and an

the state, |

¢cnd to all things.
must be stopped and the consumer
must stop it. Others will not. The
consymers must organize a most all-
powerful organization to fight the
greatest mendce of the age. 1L {2 no-
bhody's business but the consumer's to
fight the food trust.' Organize a con-
sumers’ league In every center. large
and small. Unite and fight s the
only ald to relief. Ald in produetion,
eliminate waste and bust ths trust;
open an unfettered food market, llmit
profits, stop gambling In
Appropriate legisiation
acted, The consumer mi
Others will not. J
S ————
LAW AGAINST PLOTS TO DESTROY

——

Food exploitation

rain.

nust bha en=
enact it
ALLEXN.

Do Opponents of Consplracy Ordigance
Approve Ralds? Is Asked.
PORTLAND, May 25—(To the Ed-
itor.)—The proposed trade consplracy
ordinance is being opposed by defenders
af picketing, boycotting and llke activ-
ities on the ground that It {s & measura
direcled againat organized labor and
almed to curtall the Jlegitimate rights

of expression by labor sympathizers.

Before accepting these assertions ons
might read the text of the ordinance
with luminating resulta. It will be
found that the measure does not re-
strict the logitimate exercize of ths
constitutional right of free speech, and
furthermore, that 1t is not directed
agalnet organized Iabor to the exclusion
of all other-claments aof society,

One of the complaints of ita op-
ponents is that it is class legisiation.
In its strict wording, the ordinance
denls with only one clasa, but that is
not a clasa drawn along the Hnex of
industrial organization. It {5 mimed &t
conspirators of any kind who pre-
pare or exeouls plots to destroy or
injura trade and business

The strong objections advanced by
Inbor agitatora against this conapiracy
legislation is, after all, a rather damag-
Ing confession of the weaknesa of their
position. Since the ordinance providea
protective measures only against con-
splraclea to wreck or Injure legitimata
trade, If the labor acitators are not,
the practice of pickets,
parties to such consplracles,
they so afrald of o measurea which
framed only to deal with conspiracies
against business?

Their opposition really seems to ba
an admission that they are conscious
of engaging In piratical ralds upon
bupinexs in the community, and that
they resent o measure which de-
signed to protect the community from
such raids. E. B. HAZEN.

PICKETING.

ia

WRITER OPPOSES

War Declared Hindered by Annoyance
at Ship Plants.

PORTLAND. May 26.—(To tha Ed-
itor.}—1t is high time that we peoplo
of Portiland and < of Oregon
stop quarreling over
our undivided cffort
ergy tp the European

We would resent any
wa might in any way
tha eause of Germany,
Inwing the amployer and
to Irritate esch other to
efficiency In thas

2 bone and devota
and fighting en-
slituation.
statement that
be working for
weo are al-
the employn
the end that
shipbullding line i=
mueh lmpaired, This is in a measure
due to the fact that pleketing of the
plants is allowed and the only thiag
that comes of It meore irritation be-
twaen the differsant factions.

The trades conapiracy ordinance,
coming up for settiement June 4, is
no longer & local, bhut a National prob-
letm and our loyalty to the flag of our
country only allows us to vote onae
way, to support the measure, No one
questions our lovalty, so of course wo
will vote to pass the ordinanca.

As one of thes states beat fitted
build ships wo are doing a great work
in the cause of liberty for humanity.
Let us do atill more and better wark
for that canse, for as sure as the peo-
ple of the T'nited States do mot cease
quarreling and begin fighting, mnot
among ourselves, but against the forces
of the XKz just po sure will the
flug of Germany float over this land of
ours,

Without infringing upon thes consti-
tutional rights of anvone, we can, by
our votes, do a great deal for the coun-
try In time of need.

Lot us prove our patriotism by our
actione and thus remove one greatl
cause of local bad feeling.

LEE DAVENPORT.

yet
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PUBLIC ROAD CRITICISED.

Moad to Newberg Shows Need of Bond
Ismue, Says Writer.

PORTLAND, May 26.—(To the E4-
ftor.)—I wish that tha peoplsa who are
against the 26,000,000 bond issue would
tanko a pleasure ride from here to New-
berg and back. A public road through
a beautiful valley connecling our most
Important valley towns with a larga
city, to have a road such as one has to
travel over, is a public disgracs and
if a person after taking this ride will
still vote pgaithst the roads they must
have o marble heart.

The writer had occasion to transact
some husiness beyvond Newberg and
thought he could easily go in his own
car and not be tied up to the rallroad
schedule. The trip was made, hut (it
left him In an exhausted condition at
the close of tha day, trying to guide
the wheels of the automobile in daep
ruts that had been made by trucks and
other wvehiclem

There has heen enough money spent
upon this road in the past years to
have hard surfaced it 40 feet wide from
herse to Newberg. 1t wpuld pay tha
Realty Board or the citizena of the
valley to give o pleasurs axoursion to
Newberg and back some nico day and
let the people sea what the traveling
public is up agalinst, and, bellave ma,
the man that {s against tha Improve-
ment aftar making the trip would bo
an undesirable citizen.

More Donations Timely.

PORTLAND, May 26.—(To the Ed-
ftor.)—In line with the recommenda-
tion from Charles J. Schnabel, found-
ed on the fact that the war cenausx is
to he taken without pay by the mem-
bers of the registration board, it seoms
to me that the =cope of his thought
is entiraly limited. Kindly add
these suggestions and ablige:

Test the patriotism 87 all of us. Let
the members of the election boarda on
June 4 pay for thelr meals as well as
denate thelr sarvices. Patriotic land-
lordes should give frea usa of premises
for polling purposes. T believe that
all employea of the city drawing $76
or over per month, including the
Mayor and the Commiamioners, and that
all professional men, ke lawyers, ed-
ftors and doctors, practicing In this
¢city, ousht to contribute one-twenty-
sixth of thelr monthiy income, the.>-
by benefiting the municipality many
times the $10,000 suggested by Mr
Schnabel. T. J. NEALOND,

736 East Ankeny street.

too

Washington Herd Lavwe.

FOREST, Wash., May 24—(To the
Edilor.)—Flease answer the following
questions regerding herd Iaws of
Washington:

(1) A pastures hia eattle, but they
break out, getting into B's fleld. Cah
he lawfully retain them?

{2 He has mo fences. Can ona be
fined when they get onto publle high-

way acclidentally?
J. H. NEDERLANDET

{1) No.

(2) It depands on tha provision of
the closed district iaw which may be
fn affect there. Such Jaws vary in
different disuwlels,




