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PULSE OF PUBLIC IS FELT IN COMMENT THROUGH LETTERS

FACILITIES niG NEED

FPortlander Tells Why Seattle Becomes
Great Shipping Center.

PUNTLAND, May 12.—(To the Ed-
ftor »- -3t pught to be frankly recog-
nized that Seattle is the leading ship-
ping center today on the Pacific Coast
because that <ity has special storing
and handling facilities, which Portland

roRT

does not have. Bo this Is & good time
to drive home the truth of the argu-
ments that better shipping facllities

and elevators for the handling of bulk
grain nre desirnble if weo wagt to com-
pete for the world trade again.

On a recent visit to the Puget Sound
1 had occasion to go into the publie
wuterside terminal facilities of Seat-
tle, and finding them so well bullt,
modernly equipped—and so bhusy—I In-
vestlgnted each of the =ix units and
Interviewed leading business men to
learn mora about the port improve-
ments,

It i3 an interesting {rony that at the
outset I ghould find In the cold storage
plant of the Spokane-street unit 250,000
cages of Columbin River salmon and
in anothker room of this same bullding
250,000 pounds of Ceolumbia River
smelt. And the dock superintendent
said the only reason the fish were in
Beattle was because Portland had mo
facilitles for storing its own product.

it is the same with graln shipped In
bulll

Paortland Is golng to vote upon a
bond Issue of §3,000,000 for the erasc-
tion of a bulk grain elevator and im-
proved eshipping fecilities on June 4.
Soattle already has these Improve-
ments—and is enlarging them. I shall
try to show how thessa publlie ware-
houses and docks have been an Impor-
tant factor in the present prosperity
of the Sound ecity. To gquote the words
of a prominent banker of Seattle: “It
was a good thing shipping forced itself
on us—for weo needed it.”

Shipping could not force itself on
Portland, because the Roae City lacked
two thing=—harbor tarminals and
ships. Ssattle had both.

It has been sald that the PFort of
Eeattle Iz operating {its municipally
owned warehouses, docks and graln
elevators at a loss The figures pre-
pared by the auditor of the port show
that thes total revenue for the yaar
15168 was 3391 053,07. The expenses
were $258,496.27. Therefore, the Port
of Benttle had at the end of the year
$132,450.80 over and above the operating
CXPanses, These are official figures.

What makes this revenue? Ig it the
product of the surrounding country or
is it the shipment of war supplies to
Russia? Both. And the Alaska trade
s well

It was sald that shippers would not
usze the municipally owned docks, cold
storage plants, grain elevator and
warehouses, They didn't—at first.
But when they found that goods could
be handled cheaper and at less Insur-
ance rates end with grenter di=zpatch,
they soon were using every depart-
maent, unt!l now it Is necessary usa
the Epokane-street wharves and the
Hanford-street dock even before they
are completed, This is the truth, for
I saw farm ftractors, austomobiles,
clams, brown sugar, canned goods anad
apples =torad In rooms where the con-
tractors were still working.

At ths Smith's Cove pler they
londing: =hips for Rusasia and Japan;
at the Bell-street wharf they were
hosting railrond cars and other eguip-
ment on Government transports for the
Federal rallroad in Alaska; at the Spo-
kane-street dock they were unloading
the Yubarl, of the Maru line, of Kobe,
whieh had 11,0 10 pounds of sugnhr
for Montreal, ¢ ia. On this Spokano-
sitreet dock they handled 50,000,000
pounds of frefight Iin one month, =

What reason {g there for Seaille hav-
Ingz this immense trade? Rallronds do
not have & water grade into the port
Ships do not hiave a shorter route from
the Orient, The city i not nesrer the
grain centers or farming communities,
Why is it, then, that Seattle iz ship-
ping as fast aw ships can be had, while
Portland, with more natural advan-
tuges, =its twiddling fts thumhbs?

The zolution 12 simple—improved
port facilities. The Port of Seattle has
spent $600,000 for a hulk graln sleva-
tor and last week let a contract for
additional circular bina which will in-
crease the capacity to 1,000,000 bushials
of grain. It has more than
4,000, in terminal units which per-
mit freight cars to run directly onto
the dock and discharge their loand into
the ship or Into the warchouse to await
the next vessel

Portland has mona of

A

to

Cl

were

=pent

thase yet.

PORTLANDER,

*ENGLISH” LANGUAGE NOT LIKED

Cnll It “United States,”

of P. 1. Dekker.

PORTLAND, May 12.—(To the Ed-
itor.)—A correspondent in Sunday's
Oregoninn says English 1s the univer-
enl language, Very well, let us aec-
cept It as =uch, but in accordance with
our conclusion, let us change the name
of ft. If it is composed of elements
from a great many other languages,
why not as well call it American or
United Btaten or Oregonian or some
arbitrarily coined name? If English =
in such world-wide use, why shounld we
call it by the name applied to but a
few million people on a small island In
the North Atantie?

True, there s a substratum of Anglo-
Baxon words In present-day Enxlish.
This {= the least valunable part of the
language. How could it be otherwise”
The tribes who settled Britain were
eeeantially marauders and plrates,
They ignorant, howling =avages,
fond of fighting, feasting and getting
drunk. at a timsa when a complete civ-
flization existed and had existed for
many centuriez in a Inrge part of the
Mediterranean basin, Hence [t is easy
to understand why Anglo-Saxon serves
no other office today than providing
names for the most elementary and pri-

In Suggecstion

wWere

miry thinga and relations of life. The
Anglo-Saxons had not developed the
complexities of civilization and the
lJanzuage reflected this fact.

The firet Influence that converted
English from an uncouth tongue into
a somewhat civilized speeech was the

coming of William the Conqueror. and
Normun-French, which was hardly
more than n Latin dialect. Sinee then
Anglo-Saxon has become progressively
insignificant in English, until nowmn-
days If we wish to describe new objects
or express the intricate things of the
mind or the nuances of feeling, we
must have recourseé to Greek and Latin
derivatives. HEuazlish has no
such as modern German has—i«
ing words from Its own roots
fore the nocessity of borrowing

rnius—

from
other languuages, sxcept where the most

ordinary commodities or concepts are
involved The sclentific and philo-
sophical vocabulary of English writers

would be poor, Indeed, {f they weore
dependent on Anglo-Saxon.
If English fs to become really a

world Ianguage, two things must hap-
pen. First, the absurd spelling must
be reformed. In place must coms =&
phonetic system. People who use the
langunge will not much longer submit
to ita Tory domination by the dons of
Cambridge and Oxford. Too much time
i# lost In Tearning tho irrational Eng-
lish orthography. Bome of the Breat-
est acholars, both in this country and
Great Britaln, favor the reform.
Second, the name of the language
must be changed. “English™ Is much
100 narrow & term. Better ecall it the
CGreco-Roman tongue—though of course
that ia Zoo clumsy a compound. Why
not rename the language *“United
Btates?' Wea have mora Inhabitants
than all the English-speaking people
of the whole British Empire. We print
more newspapers, perfodicals and books

than England. We publish more dic-
tionaries. We hnve more schools and
college=s that teach the language and
as able scholars who study its past
and Melp mold its future. Now wa are
even golng to save Great Briwtain from
being starved. Isn't it about time
that this country took the lecad inatead

to England in all things literary and
scholarly?

So0, 1 say either give the Engish lan-
guags an eéntirely new name that Is
really typleal of It—that iz, its flexi-
bilicy and mutability—or call it
“United States,” for the future of the
language rests with this country any-
WY, PAUL 1. DEEKKER.

P. 8 Thizs name iz of Dutch, got
German origin.

MEXICAN LABOR IS ADVOCATED

Many Workmen Avallable Before Japn
Are Admitted.

REEDSPORT, Or.,, May 11.—(To the
Editor.)—I notice that there is consid-
erable talk of letting the Chinese and
Japanese pour into our country. I fear
if such were done, it would be a great
mistake, which we would repent of at
lgisure. The Eastern people do not un-
derstand the problem these people are
to us on the Pacific Coast. Wo have
enough of them now.

Would it not be better to look about
and see what we have at home first?
We could take all the Japs and China-
men doing woman's work in our towns
and city and put them out on the farms
and let women and girls take thelr
places in towns, which they wounld be
glad to get.

Then take the Indians from the res-
ervations and put them on the farms
They can do an able-bodied man's
work in the harvest fleld, while most
Japs and Chinamen are not much at
having time.

Then there Is lots of the work that
can bhe done by schoolboys, and women
and girls ean be a big help In fruit and
vegetable work, and they are more
than willing to help. And last, but
not least, why could we not hire Mexi-
cang to come over here and help us out?
We perhaps could get sll the labor we
wanted there, and they make zood,
etrong workers, handy with horses,
knowing how to handles a team which
is a blg advantage over 1 Chinaman or
Jap (they know nothing about horses).

It would be doing the Mexicans a
good turn and 1 believe would help to

overcome the hard feeling they may
have townard us.
We know that they are starving

d.wn there. Why not help them in thils
way?

And as a Iast resort we could do as
France ls dolng. hire Chinamen under
contract and return them when
through. But do not let down the bars,

In a Californmia fruit district a few
years ago, they hired Japs and Hindus
to pick and dry thelr fruit, leaving 500
Indians on a reservation remain idle
A few people In that district saw the
evil of it and the next frult season
want to the newspapers and askasd them
to plead with the peopla to give their
work to the Indians who needed it, and
who would spend every dollar they
earned for foodstuffs and clothing, to
keep them over the Winter, while those

they hired the year bafore perhaps
spent a dollar or two in that town.
and when through the yesar's work

would send the bulk of thelir earnings
across tha ocsan.

The Indlans were hired, both men
and women, they did thelr work well
and left their money Iin the stores when
ready to return to the resocrvation.

If ¥ou find these suggestions reason-
able T thougzht perhaps you would
know how to get it before the proper
people and zee If something eould not
be accomplizshed In this way, F. C. 8

MR. coBB EXFPLAINS

Industrial Stagnation, Not Good Roads,
Is Opponed.

PORTLAND, May 12 —(To the Edl-
tor.)—Your editorial, “Mr. Cobbh and
Stagnation,” ino answer to my letter of
May 3, regarding the issuance of bonds
for road bullding is s0 much In wvari-
ance with the facts and so likely to he
misconstrusdgthat T ask the use of your
columns for brisf roply.

Your editorinl is based mot on facts,
but entirely on presumptions; not a
strong foundation, to say the least
Using your language for replying to
this point, I presume that it afforded
the bost argument that could be found
S0 nnswer my letter. I wrote my let-
ter not because 1 wias opposed to good
roads but becmnuse I did not think it
expedient to conatruct roadas at this
time, 1 have always thought that stax-
nation came from inactivity, that mere-
¥ a change of cocupation or a change
in the products manufactured would
not produce stagnation. Constant am-
ployment at increased wages,

POSITION

trin]l plants does not create stagna-
tion, but it does make industrial
activity.

i1 am a lumber manufacturer and

homebailder, and whether [ am opposed
to homebuilding or not makes at this
time no difference. The number of
houses that will be built during the
war depends not on what we may say
or desire but on our National Govern-
ment and the transportation companiens.
None will be built if the Government
requires the output of our plants to
thealr eapaclty. Weé cannot take orders
for houses now hecause we cannot de-
Hver them, We have several ready for
shipment that have lain in our store-
room for weeks thal cannot be deliv-
eredd on account of the car shortage
and transportation of material and
men for the Government.

This has not produced industrial
stagnation in our plant; neéither have
we stopped the making of fruit boxes
but, 'on the contrary, have doubled our
capacity to tr¥ to meet the demand.
It is evident, however, that fruitgrow-
ers and packers will not get suflfl-
clent cases Lo meel thelr regulremants

for packing frult, neither will they get
cans or glass jars, but they will not
stop the saving of fruit on this ac-
count. If they cannot can it they will
dry or evaporate it and put it into
gracks or other packages, and If re-
quired by the Government they will
furnish the boxes from our plant. (f
neceassary; but orchardists will not

stop pleking their frult becauss of lack
of cases. There would be no stagna-
tion with them on account of not re-
ceiving boxes.

Every machinery house in thls coun-
try 12 months back on dellvery of or-
ders. New machinery cannot be pur-
chased at the present time at any prices
on stated delivery. Old machinery is
and will continue to be taken and re-
paired to take care of the demand on
{ industrial plants that are increasing
their capacity on acecount of the de-
mand of the Government., Manufactur-
=r8 and raw materinl men have antici-
pated the Government requirements and
have taken thelr goods temporarily
from the market The purchase of saws
a few days ago brought out the fact
that it would require at least six
months to fill the order because the
Government had asked the manufac-
turer to increase his plant and make
plates for steel shipes as well as saws
But this will not produce Industrial
stagnation because they added the mak:
ing of platas.

Industrial stagnation comes, as 1
have observed, from non-operation. and
the product manufactured is not of any
conssquence so long as the [Induatry
im active. The Government is now ask-
ing for 00,000,000 feet of Iumber to
provide sultable quarters for barracks,
ete, and an addition 1,500,000,000 feet
for building ships. . Jf the West Const
only receives ona-half of this ordar. the
production of this material will keep

of slways playing the sedulous ape |

the mills running to their full capacity

for montha. The railropds are now
| bloceked with frelght. They will have
to transport this material, amounting

to about 40,600 carloads, and in addition
thousands of cars of wheat, flour and
other necoasities. Tell me, If you will
| how they could ecarry the material re-
quired for homes that are distant from
| the lumber manufacturers and at the
| same time take care of the Govern-
ment transportation?

The needs of tha Government in
timesa automatically stop, to & great
extent, private Improvements, but this
is not stagnation. The Government is
an additional customer and the de-
mands of the Government for war ma-
terial will require the labor of every
man that is out ©f employment, no
matter what his vocation. If this I~
true, it does not mean Industrial stag-
nation. Tonnage capacity of rallromds
and ships is going to be taken by the
Government to move the material re-
qulrad for the Army and Navy, not
only to feed them but to earry supplles
for thelr requirements. After that the
railroads will takes care of the necesasl-
ties Tequired by the publie.

The Government will not permit the
shipment of asphalt sand cement to
bulld roads with when this space (8 re-
quired for other more necessary ma-
terial, Carpenters will not build homes
because they cannot get the material,
but they will build wooden ships and
freight cars. Plasterers and briclk-
layers will ba employed In steeal ship-
yards, foundries, machine shops, flour
mills, etc, with steady employment
Aand fncreased wages This, it seems
to me, will create activity; m change,
perhaps, in occupation for the period
of the war, but this Is not stagnation.
I= the operation of sawmllls, flour mills,
shipyards, box factoriesf machine shops
to their full capacity at Iincreased
wages Industrinl stagnation or s |t
Industrial activity? The East has suf-
fered like this for nearly three yeara
but they did not call it stagnation.

8. B. COBB.

WRr

CAPITALISM IS

Socialization Deemed One of Reamits
of World War.
PORTLAND, May 12.—(To the Edi-
tor.—Let it not be considerad treason-
able, but In the order of current svents

oN TRIAL

that must come, and =sllow =2 true
prophet—the soclalist—to speak to the
people along with the many falsa

propheate that are now leading into this
world conflagration.

Writers, statesmen, preachers. poli-
ticians, all, are alike at sea In de-
fining the primary caduses of this great
war. Only soclialists have knowledge
of the cause and are able to give cur-
rent expression to rational ideas that
will bring the war to a timely end,
Their influence is seen and felt in
every belligerent country, standing out
boldly as ths umpire of tha war game
with advice that will bring o peace
that will be permanent and lasting:;
even the abolition of war as a medi-
ator of the contentions of mankind. It
Is they who know that capitallsm., in
this war, Is digging the grave of the
final burial that, In the énd, must hide
its hideous form from the asight of clv-
Ization that will arise on the ruins
of this world catastrophe,

Excesding in magnitude any
catastrophes s the waste,
fering, debt, destruction and misery of
this war. Coming, as it does, as the
direct fruits of exploltation, being the
effect of the cause for which tho war
i= belng waged, profit. competition for
world muarkets, that are made neces-
sary becauss labor is deprived of that
portion of Its earning that goes to
muke up the profits for which the
competitive game |s being plaved by
capltalist industry. The necesmary =o0-
ciallzation, by ecach bslligerant gov-
ernment, of the productive and trans-
porting resources, in order that the
government muay be able succeasfully
to carry on the war, Is the leason that
is being learmned by the worker. It 1=
teaching him how to manage the af-
fairs of government after ecapltalism
has spent its last shot in its own de-
structlon.

Labor wlill .may, after
ended—and its end wil coms
following  the lead of Russia,
posing despots, whether they be heads
crowned with civil authority or eor-
porate greed atruggling for markets—
we have learned how to avold war and
how to live the life of human beings,
instead of the brute beasts you have
made of us In following your eapital-
ist game. We will no longer kill each
other that you may make profite from
our daily Iabor. Slnee vou have
cirlized thess public utilitles for the
preservation of your private Inter-
ests, we will continue their socializa-

previous
want, suf-

this wnar i=
through

in de-

0~

larger |
demands taking the capacity of indus- |

tion for our co-operative benefit. You
Are invited to live with us for the good
of all instead of the few. Lat there he
ne- more private profits and no more
wars. We defy your authority, wheth-
er it be civil or financial, lonzer to
rob us of whit we prodace.

C. W. BARZEE

SLACKRER oN FAERM

Some Declared to Avold Duty by Pre-
tending to Proaducs Food.

DORR, Wash., May 11.—(To the BEdl-
tor.)—The most detestable coward in
the world is thoe hypocrite who tries to
ctoncenl his cowardice behind a mask
of duty. I refer to the soung bachelor
without dependents who leaves a city
job to go home to the old folks on the
farm #o that he can sneak off to the
cornfield or the potato patch and hide
when the census taker comes nlong
and have mamma tell the officer that
her boy I8 neadad to help produce food
for the soldiers, in the hope of avold-
ing the risk of active duty at the
front.

The widespread

RERBUKED

movement to plant
every avallable acre of cleared land to
crap Is a laudable and mportant one,
and the back-yard gardener will doubt-
loes prove an asset to the country of
vory #reat wvanlue. But there ix al-
ways danger of growing hysterical
through undue concentration upon any
fixed idea. Some persons are begin-
ning to think that the only ones who
count In our effort to win the war are
the poldiers, the farmers, the ship-
bullders and the munition makers.

It I8 important to bear in mind that
each person has his place In a wvast
complicated system, and that the with-
drawal of an excessiyve proportion of
workers from any one hranch or de-
partment of oor economlic life would
so disorgnnize the whole as to raduce
the efficlency of every branch, Includ-
ing the soldiers at the front and the
sallors on the sea. For every man in
uniform we must have two men on
the farm, two in the ¢lty, and one on
the railroad or steamship.

The men in the city who are ren-
dering services of vital !mportance in-
clude not only workers in munitions
and shipbuilding factories, but lawyers,
doctors, bankers, clerks, saleamen, in-
surance mean, commission men, munici-
pal employes, plumbera, garbage men,
dog catchers, and every other man who
performs a useful service.

If we are to recruit an Army whally
or chiefly from the cities we will run
as much risk of disaster as If wa were
to recrult it wholly from the farms
We should take one man from each
srlk of life except transportation,
shipbullding and munitions factorles;
and the women, If necessary, mny be
relled upon to see that the harvest
does not g0 10 waste. .

There is danger, anlso, of reducing
enlistments by placing an undue em-
phasis on the Importance of work &t
home and on the farm. Wa cannot got
away from the fact that the fellow

with the knapsack is the real hero and

has an edge on every one of us when
it comes to real service. He Is the
man who, with little chance for glory
nones for money, offers to accept cer-
taln hardship and poasible annihlia-
tlon for the sake of his flag.

His absolute antithesis is the con-
temptible cur who skulks out of the
city to his home on the farm on the
theory that he has less chance of being
called to war if he does so. When, In
nddition, the farm In question is al-
ready so unproductive that It does not
support those already living on it with-
cut thelr supplementing the Income
by “"working out,” he ls worse than a
mere slacker-—he is an economic bur-
den. ERYAN R. DOERR.

POOR CHILDREN NEED CLOTHES

Suggestions Made to Relleve Famlilles
in Distress.

BEND, Or., May 11.—(To the Ed-
itor.)—While economy 13 being urged
in every home In Amerieca, let me sug-
Eest o few things In that line which
may be of some help to the poor peo-
ple who cannot feed a famlily of chil-
dren at the present prices without thelr
being far underfed, and -buy clothing,
even enough to keep them clean.

I think it would be a good plan If
évery town would get some large
empty house or builéing, one In each

district, for the people to come and
et what clothing is neacessary for
them. They know more what they
really need than someone else, Summer
08 well as Winter, The money (hey
would otherwlse =pend for clothing
could buy jars and frult and vegeta-
bles to can. So help those who would
help themsalves by giving that old
blanket, just worn a little In the cen-

ter, you discarded, It can be covered
and will make a good quilt. It will
eave cotton or wool If it I= white it

can be made Into underskirts for school
girls and would be warm, too. Or It
can be made Into small children’s night-~
gownes, under walsts and =0 on. Eheels
the same. If worn in the middle, each
end can be made jnto a skirt for Sums
mer. More muslin on c¢hildren in Sum-
mer and blankets In Winter will save
lots of 1little llves,

Don't throw away or burn those
nightgowns, whether cotton flannsl or
muslin. You only wore them out In
part. The bottom will make a skirt
or something for some little waif. Your
gingham dresses will make a little
npron for some baby. That old streeat

of It and so0 would you. Or take some
poor little chap or Inssie home and

out of your old duds, Have it stay
for dinner, too, and the happler it ‘gels
the happier you will be,
And dear little bables!
the hot days and nights
enjoy that old erih, little bed or car-
ringe. With the ends of those sheets
Its sleep would be unbroken. People
care for such In Winter to keep them
warm. Help the little ones live
through the Summer; it Is more impor-
tant than Winter to the tiny oness. So
save the children by proper clothing
and cleanliness thiz Summer out of
¥Your scrap heap, It can be done.
MRE. CHARLES A. POTTER.

PATRIOTIC

Don't forget
One would

SUPFORT 18 UTRGED

Manila Praises Portland's
Spirit, but Advises Action.

U. 8. 8. GALVESTON, JManila,
April 8.—(To the Edior.)—I will start
by saving I shall never forget the
morning I sailed up the Columbia and
than the Willamette River and arrived
at Portland on board the Naval Militia
training ship U, 8 S Marblehead, Wa
secured at the foot of Jefferson stroet
and the “welcome™ we received was
one not easily forgotten. During my
stny, which was only a few short
weeks, I met and made many frienda
and I enjoyed myself lmmensely as did
my rhipmates, as thers are Innumer-
able placen of Interest.

During the Roso Festival and Fourth

Smilor in

P, Iy

of July celebration we sailors seemed
to be welcome wherever we chose
to go, and above all Portland Is the

most patriotiec town that an American
mon-o’'-war ever dropped anchor =t
During those great celebrations [ don't

think =n person could have found a
single home or bullding that was not
topped by the Ameéerican ensign, Old
GZlory. Did it ever occur to you Just
what the Etars and Stripes mean? 1t
stands for the greatest thing ever, “a

self-made nation™

And now that the time has come
when this Nation must preserve her
rights, why shouldn't she receive the
help? Now s the time when the young
American can come® o the front again
and prove that there is nothing greater
than "serving his country.” I left the
U. 8. 8 Marblehead at Sitka. Alasks,
returned to San Franclsco on board the
. 8 8 Oregon, and August § 1 wna on
my wiay to the Philippine Islands.

I arrived here September 2 after a
good trip, having seen
and several groups of islands.
8 1 left Manila for Shanghal, China. and
arrived the 17th. 1 had many good
timea there. We left Shanghai Tor Ma-
nila January #, arriving the 12th of the
same month. It was a rather rough trip
but it was 4 speedy one.

What I have just related shows that
a‘young man has the best chance ever
af se~ing the world and galning
| precious experisnce. Now why can't a
city like Portiand, Or. not only be able
to boast of her patriotic spirit but of
her patriotic action, which goes much
further. Now, aa the biggest and hest
paper In your city, The Oregonian
should keep on living up to Its standard
and help Uncle Sam geot his men. You
have got the spirit. Live up to it and
halp the 7. 8 A, retaln what she pos-
sesses, and when this war {s over you
will know you d4ld your share. Now 1
will elose this latter, hegging to alwavs

remain. Yours sincerely
GLENN D, OWEN,
U. & 8 Galveston, Manlia, P. L,
Aslatic Station.

CHAMPOEG 1ISSUR

Pioneer Thinks Colonel Meek Is Not
Entitled to Much Credit.
PORTLAND, May 12—(To the Edi-
tor.)—It s rather surprising that
anyone should become sxcited over the

IS DISCUSSED

moot gquestion as to whether or not
Joe Meek really d4id say “who's for
a divide” at the famous meeting nt

Champosg on Mny 2. 1543, Yet this
alleged marveloud performance s ap-
parently being depended on to send hls
name “thundering down the ages" It
is really a matter of Jittle or no im-
portance, but If the story is of enough
importance to tell it is of enocugh im-
portance to dissect, and criticlsm !s
just as proper  and legitimate as ful-
some pralse. It is probable that the
quiet little talk F. X. Matthieu had
with his friend, Lucier, had more to
do with the result of the vote on that
oocasion than any boisterous call for
A CdivideS” T. €. Elllott, of Walla
Walln, doubts the “divide” story. Thera
i= much to ind¥%cate that It originated
with Meek himsell.

People who read history want facts
and they are unwilllng that they be
lgnored to bolster up a romantic story.

Meéek was 1 man of some ability and
some importance, and rendered some
zoog service, but plonesr testimony

seema to be unanimous that he was
much given to romance and to exploit-
ing his own schievements,

Apparently the story first appearod
in W. H, Gray’'s book Issued nearly o
quarter of a century after the Cham-
poeg meeting. It was later slaborated
In Mrs. Victor's book for which Meek
furnished the material. Thornton re-

4

dress, too, Is good enough for some
dear boy or girl to wear to Sunday
school, He or she would be proud|

make over avervthing you can for it';

|

Honolulu, Guam |
Oetober |

1 >
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peated the story. B So did Bancroft.
The accuracy of Thornton along other
lines was sharply challenged by Mrs.
Viector, and perhaps no history of Ore-
gon is fuller of inaccuracies than Ban-
croft's. As far as the *“divide" story
Is concerned they seem to have simply
“faollowed copy.” We all understand
how carelesaly much history is writ-
ten, and the savidence of ploneers and
of “those present.” given over 40 years
after the event. may well have had
its origin in Mrs Victor's attracu\-e]
“romance.”

Nothing s more common than for
nctual participants in Important events
to accept, In later years, with mem-
ories dimmed by the lapse of time, an
inaccurate but sttractive narrative as
& substitute for what actually occurred.
Our every day experiences, our jury
trials in the courts and our text hooks
on mental philosophy furnish abundant
proof of this., Any story well told and
repeatedly told becomes history.

The letter of Dr. Robert Newell
quoted by Mr. Elllott, was written in
1866. He was at the Champoeg meet-
Ing and his letter was a racital of what
coccurred at that meeting. It chal-
lenged the accuracy of Gray's account
Dr. Newell was, na Mr. Elllott says, “a
real lsader among the mountain men*”
He was twice Speaker of the Lagisla-
ture of the Provisional Government,
nund was a more considerable construc-
tive factor Iin his day than was Meek,
even If he was not so spectacular,

Newall and Meek had been Rocky
Mountain trappers together, They came
to Oregon together, Meek driving
Newell's team. Both located in what
Is now Washington County. Newell
later made his home at Champoeg, and
it was there that he wrote the letter
that Is quoted by Mr. Elliott.

In this letter he goes into detall
He says that Dr. Babcock, the chalr-
man, afier twice taking an aye and
nay vote, declared he could not tell
which side was In the majority, and
that he, Babcock, then asked those
present to line up on opposite sides.

Not a word {s =aid
Ing for a divide, but he says *“there
was much pulling and heullng,” and
that It was about half an hour before
the tellers could report the result
It is probable that in the course of
the wrangle not only Meek, but a dozen
others, cailed for a divide.

Suppose we compromise on the prop-
osition that everybody wa= for a di-
vide, and let it go at that. Nobody
cares Lo strip Colonel Meek of any of
his laurels, but there i= a protest
against exalting any one man over
hunidreds of others of the early build-
erg of the state who were entitled to
equal, If not greater credit, for the
really constructive work of the old
pioneer days. PIONEER.

about Meek's ask-

ATTACK ON PURITY CRITICISED

Daly Taken to Task
About Opponent.
PORTLAND, May 12.—(To the Edat-
tor.}—A  writer, evidently Mr. Daly
himeelf or some one taking his dicta-
tion, has been touting Mr. Daly’'s cam-
palgn In the Journal through numer-
ous letters, and from thelr tenor one
can see that Mr, Daly §s the Ultima
Thule of perfection, and the most de-
sirable and best equipped. mentally,
morally and mathematically, of all
the candidates now befare the voters
for the position of Mavor.
The fact that Mr. Daly
ficlent mathematically, as evidenced
in the discrepancy between his esti-
miate of the cost of the water System
he advocates and that of three expert |
ongineers. 18 overlooked: his Juggling
with the truth {n his statement that he
was too busy serving the clty to attend
i ball game, notwithstanding his at-
tendance there, Is Ignored, and voters
re assumed to be =0 obtuse that such
buncombeé can mislead them. T have not
the pleasure of Mr. Daly's acquaintance
personally, but T am willing to put
mysell on record by stating that he I1s
a little man. Physlcally he may welgh
i Llon, et he is little. This is shown
In hia reference to one of his opponents
o “purity™ Warren.

In my youth I was tnught that purity
was something to beo desired. “‘Blessed
are the pure in heart for they shull sea
God,” was one of the verbal gems that |
fell from the Mps of Jesus In that mem-

Mr. Stand

is not pro-

oriable sermon on the mountaln “Be
¥e pure as your Father In heaven is
pure” he charged his disciples,

I have dabbled sopewhat Iin tha

filthy pool of polities: T have heard a
man's past and all the wvile acts of his
Immediate and remote relatives alleged
fgainat him, but Mr. Daly i= the first
man to allege that the purity of a
man's character disqualifies him for
public office. B. A. CHILDERS.

—_——mm—m—m—

LURE HOMESEEKER

PICTURES

Hints Are Glven Oregon on Hetter
Method of Advertising.
8T. LOUIS Mo.. May 1.—(To the

Editor.)—In The Oregonian recently
under the caption, "“Use of SCS.Oédl
Taple,” Dorsey E. Smith has something
o say concerning the expenditure of
an appropriation mnde by your Oregon
Legislature, and, among other things, |

“It is far better to get friendly |
with the men who sell the Uckeots to |
ithe tourists than to establish wn in-
dependent office in  some Easlern
clity.”

He also mentions keepi the Ber-
ger-Jones, the Lancaster and the Kiser
pletures busy In the East

Well. T have no right even to SUR-
Fest how a single dollar of the appro=
priation mentioned shall or shall not
he expended. I am only speaking of
that which will atiract me and will
Judge others by myselr

I becamn interested in Oregon
through personal acquaintances and
personal friends. Willlam MeMurray,
of the Oregon-Washington Raliroad &
Navigatlon Company, has done much to
attract me to Oregon, not by getting
friemdly with his ticket-sellers, but by

sending me truckloads of the fine
booklets published of that country,
In which, by the Nberal use of fhe
camera, actual results have been {i-
lustrated.

These booklets have been the best

investment for Oregon that you have
ever sént to the East Another poteant
thing which has Interested me has
been The Oregonian. Having first had
my attention called to that state by
the beautiful booklets. T found out The
Oregonian and the great fund of In-
formation eontalned in every lasue that
I have read has only intensified my
desire to become a resident of Oregon.

Then, agaln, some 20 years since my
father'zs cldest brother moved to Ore-
gon and became gquite well to do rals-
Ing peaches. And o word here may be
of interest to your readers in Oregon.
One of our great rallroads here was
liberal with [Hlustrated circulars of the
peach orchurds of Southeastern Mls-
souri saying that these treea sold for
from %1 to $3 for the fruit nearly every
yeEar. One of there circulars was
handed to me the day I received a let-
ter from my uncle in Oregon, and I
read It to my friend. My uncle had
wold his crop at $20 per tree.

Nor would I wish to belittle the
Lancaster plctures Lancaster was
here and showed his pletures to our Bt
Louis Advertising Club, and I thought
well enough of them to invite Mr, Lan-
caster to =how them fn our beautifol
Soldan High School auditorium. The
‘ime wns so short that after T had ob-
ained the use of the suditorium, the
wperintendent  having dismissed a
night =chool for the purpofse. on my
recommendations of the plctures as an
educational feature. I had 300 letters
gotten out at my personal expense and
muiled out, finishing the work at mid-
night. The auditorium was fllled,
rbout 4000 being present. The time
was s0 limited that Mr. Lancaster did
not get & moving ploture machine so

as to show the motion pictures. But
the others were worth while, and 1
felt well pald for my part in the even-
Ing’s entlertalnment.

But suppose some one in the audi-
ence had asked Mr. Lancaster to show
something else In Oregon than benu-
tiful scenery and good roads. Ha
would have been much embarrassed
I mention this that you may profit by
it. I have no desire to place these
Bbeautiful plctures In hiding. But I
would amplify them and show the
fruit trees laden with thetlr jusclous
frultage, this by sections of the coun-
try which have nll contributed thelr
share to make Oregon great.

In short, if 1 were & citizen tax-
payer of Oregon 1 would most cer-
tainly object to the advertising of the
states with public funds, aonly to ecatch
the tourlst. If good roands s your
chlef asset, then, of course, that ls
what should stand out where every

one could read (L

But what §is now attracting me to
Oregon is, in addition to the reasons
quoted, the great producing qualitles
of wyour Oregon =soll, the spirit of
good roads bullding now permeating
the very atmosphere of your state,
the wonderful natural resources of
your state, the rail and water trans-
portation vyou are so richly
with, the wonderful Columbia River,
whose baszsln and waters form the
Ercateat cornucopia of human natural
resources the world has sver known.
Add to these the splendid material of
American eltizenry who populate Ore-
gon, and you have the most desirable
communlity one can wish to live with.

Yes, I am coming to Oregon, in June
of this year, and it is my expectalion
to maks It my future ablding place
while on earth. But it {a not because
I think your beautiful scenery and Co-
lumbia River Highway s your chief
n=sat. 1 will ask the people aof Ore-

endowed |

cape the observation that the peoply
of the state of Oregon with an abus
dant harvest last year of wheat, po-
tutoens and onlons are now confronted
with prices for these articles so stag-
Eering as to cut deeply Into the incame
of svery househaolder

The question then arises, may not
this condition Le repeated with Mz
year's crop and the present era of sky-
high prices be (ndefinitely malntained?

In my judgment such will be the
case unleas the speculnation and gam-
bling In food products as now carried
on Is stopped by Ilaw Every day wae
read in the public press as to how
much whenat has risen on the Chicago
Board of Trade, and a consoquenceo
|!;nw much the price of whent and
| flour will be advanced here. This news
|im generally supplemented by some
flimsy reason for the cause of the ad-
vince. The truth is this Board of
Trade is merely the clearing-house for
| the blg gamblers in wheat and other
| food products. Congress should at once
fand without a moment's delay make it
a crime for anyone to deal In futures
t with respect to food products. This
one remedy alone would put such a
erimp in the gnambling fraternity that
the price ¢f whent and flour would go
toward the level of legitimate prices,
In accordance wita the law of supply
and demand

Let no one be decelved inte tho be-
llef that the present era of high prices
s wholly due to this so-called. law of
supply and demand, because, added to
that, must be put “speculation.” which
knows no law except the law of the
highwayman.,

Within 300

miles of Portland are
milllons of bushels of wheat, nearly
mll of It In the hands of millers and
IFI]\OFI(‘I‘S. the great buolk of it pur-

chased at one-half what is now charged

: imge | TOr It, and we are complacently told
gon to look at the ploture of entching | pay the price of wheat Is lkely to go
the smelt as shown in The Oregonlan|,. ¢4 5 hyshel. Of course, If It does,
of April 23, 1917, and selling for 1_ '_“n_'; jthen flour will iaturaily” go up with
a'pound. and then think of :.nnn;\.::w.l‘l; I“ t0 320 n bar Now, [ have no doubt
25 centa a pound for the same smel that the forewoinx Deices will obiaisn
lw;r:wlsh to thank The Oregonian for ti "h"—" rl":”:‘-{"" “[_‘“ are in i”““-“t‘lr‘!ﬁ‘lm\ of

g 2 = 16 wheat are not re alned from put-
this pleture, for it has only macde me tine 54 the - + 1T

hat much more of Oregon. ing it there And they wi not be
think just t M. ¥F. DOUD restralned by public sentiment For

’ ] that, they care nothing.

. . ~ - s D I have mno doubt that the price of
GETTYSBURG L‘E"“ NN wheat and flour would go to tha flgure
intimated at once if the interests
Portland Man Recounts Heauties and® wanted it to, and I have no doubt they
Interesting Polnts at Battle Scene. would want to do It except that 1t
PORTLAND, May 12.—(To the Edi- “l'!iId: not be good “business*™ L4
tor.)—One of the most interesting doesn’'t hurt 'L'f‘ much to cut the dog's
points In this country for the tourist t+11| uflr a little at o time. It Is u.m-.v
whether soldler or citizen, to visit, Is | that Congress passed the legislation
the Gettysburg National Park, where | necessary put ar to the manipu-
on July 1. 2 and 3, 1563, was fought one | lation of s gang whose trail plainly
of the greatest battles of the Civil War | leads from Portland, Or. t¢ London,
Here about $1,000 Tnion soldlers and | England, vin Chlicago and New York
about the same number in the Confed- | Working men, wao ng wonien, work-
erate army were engaged In deadly | ing children of whatever trade, calling
conflict: 23,000 TUnlon I lers \\'("-.-ivr occupation, hns ir compoensation
killed and a larger number of Confed- | been ralsed in wetsance with the
erates. making In all about 50,000, and | price of your bread? Better commance
many thousands were wounded at the other =t of the problem and
The monuments, hundreds of them, |. lower these artificial prices than throw
including magnificent statues of the  any advance Iin wages which you might
commanding General, Meade; the f get into the hands of food gamblers
equestirian statue of General ”_-l“" and speculators
on Cemetery Hill and one in the XNa- | The Iaw limits streetcar fares, rail-
tional Cemetery of General HRHeymnolds, |‘J'l\.'l'.l farss o elght and tele-
nund the beauntiful and unique desizns phone rates, ople might get
marking the locations of the \'1‘71"'\3"|;|:n!‘i.' without telophones, they mizht
regiments, companies, batteries, @€IC, [ wux Instead of riding In  the
during the engagement. are all of them strectears, but they cannot go with-
of absorbing interest out food long If it Is the policy of
Culp's Hill, one of the points OR |, 1, 1o regulate and control mat-
which the Union forces were stationed, ters of this kind it is certain vastly
Is circular in form. Here our men an- | . important that {t should regulate
trenched themselves among and bahind and control the price, production and
the rocks, “’r',c‘“ l"—tl\-"r‘ gnod r‘qt“r'l.1ii.‘*tr1hllzll’lﬁ of food
fortifications. and here our soldlers Thi= state should have a department
fought vallantly. At Little Round Top of Toods and arket with a big, just
and Big Round Top, where | ral | ona courngeous man at the head of it,
Warren commanded. Warren's bronze clothed with sufficient authoriity to su-
statue occupies a conspicuous place on pervise the distribution of food from
a high rock ov--ri-‘-uk':l“—: “1"-.:.‘_"“;;;; i lﬁ‘ time It Ienavesn the producers” hands
esque country, The statue Is et | until It reaches the consumer. That
the exact spot where In life he stood | © T g find t why one ia
with field giasses In hand directing our | man would l-_-l-n‘ (..n o 1y o -
3 P ol hiw high ale- | obliged to pay %1 for 40 cents worth o
gnllant soldiers. From £ L, * food, and what hecomes of and who gels
vation the wheat field, the peach or- S - 5
chard and the devil's den are seen to | the other 60 T":“ in, |“--r-':_'|1‘”f" _}\‘r'“'.l'l'lt
35 a h Blue Moun- | ©of the hour, Who gets the 60 Last
good advantage. an t - s 10. OO0 nof t 1 rottad In New
tain range in the distance looks like u | ¥Year 15,600 tonn of food roiiasd in New
dream, while the valleys and surround- | York ( becunuse the dealerns ~'-"'iitinlt
ing country., the flelds and the pros-|get what they wanted for . whilae
perous little City of Gettyshurg and s 1 people acroaas the \'A"."-L "T--”":"'- How
seminary, near the place whoere the zal- | much Is rotting In § --rr1.|n.r| I'o you
lant Genernl Revynolds fell, all form ."Lik.n_'-' the lnw of supply and demand gov-
most attractive panoramin erns? Not at all It's the Inw of “your
On the three mountains tops, where |rnnr.r~_\ or your life” ., B, KINDT
during this engagement so many noble 1 ¥
heroes fell, and where the blood flowed | ROAD CONDITIONS SATISFY
freely, violels, columbines, AaAnemones
and mandrakes hloom luxuriantly and | ywriter Thinks Bond Issues at This
the woods are l.‘ll’}"ll with a wealth of | Time In Not Advisable.
blossome, New York State has prob- .
ably thHe largest number, and Lthe most PHIT.OMATH, Or,, May 11.—{To the
unique and expensive monumental de- | Biitor)—For three and a half years I
glgns of any of the states, | have been n resident of Oregon and
Nedr the Warrén statue on L'.”l'f or It -sutng SenEth o thnk hicra B
T{uulzdlj‘".‘slxr‘lrn‘:l“'| nn.n.r:;:r‘::]tjll E:-.\‘\“t ::-. s readoer of The Oregoninn The Da-
ke o “lu-—l:r‘ﬂ on the surrounding |Per is one of our ““-'”‘.r'”:”‘ HROSRSIEION,
4 - . e 1 hut in s g the opinion 1 have
seanery. On the summit of Culp's HIil p - 4 1 Em i
and Big Round Top theres are also fine ";'5" I re .rl.llr .‘.-‘,I.I[“ '.‘._,.:_,‘ I|]--\:
ohservatories, and many beautiful .‘:,,;;.I.. 1':. <1 ¢ :.” _”;'1'_] ".'1.“:'“;_
monuments. f'\ur: u{. H'.-Ill: |-I:-:'h'-‘1‘1. l’-}; 'I‘“__: :r.!na:‘. ||;" rond hl-T]‘-I issue in your
the state of Maryviand is very nnigue. It Mounday's paper
represents a soldisr, reclining Iluvm.ni-? | | ,rh e <l concluslons™ you draw
the Tocks in the act of shooting "'h'fr‘-!n M. letter: arve: anythiig
rifle. ll-u[ abvious to do vou infer
There Is also a cluster of trees #tand- that Mr. Cobhb i hoiaa HELa:
g Tl feh from | that Mr. Cc home bui
ing out alone in the valley, whi I Vil'ene® 1 anslitne omes for the
& distance looks like a little Island,, | purpose of ffic 18 reg-
and It has often been r.l»n:.i."l 'In-!-a;lnl | !.AE-t"--ri by 1id Just as
soldiers who visit .th"l.hp"" .h:‘; o if the article any other
trees speem to remain almost unchanged R it B P ras) d he wWill be
although =0 many years hoave elupsed ,,_-'.,,-. roed aoe ar of the
#lnce that memorab hand-to-hand home = it as Lhe
contest occurred where the men on road is pr travel it
both sides fought like tigers and where The pProsps of the
the tide of battle turned In favor of |, — o o lchs neesds and re-
the Unlon forces. This place 1"“ called | .\ irces and deciden for himself whether
“High Water Mark.,” Here General his necessity Is sufficient to impel him
Plckett, the rebel general, and '”“}14- buy t o 12 of maximum prices
forces were repulsed with great 10%8. | 3o o o onds suffliclent
Around this group of trees Is an lron | o justl the excessaive
ralling and a bronze monument }‘---“l prevall under
outside this rajling on which 12 a huge | ., re are {hs men
book on which are Inscribed the In- |y canstruet them to come from. anv-
cidents of this three days” battle, which | g9 %
was, priar to the war In Europe, one If the question of new machinery for
of the greatest in the world's history. My, Cobb's plant arises ho will decide
Thisz wonderful battleflield, now des- | . in precisely the same manner in
ignated as the Gettysburg National | which he would have arrived at & de-
Purik, covers an area of 15 square miles. | sisjon before the war, but this by no
and many days may be spent most prof- | menns indlea thant the same conclu-
itably in visiting the various places of | yion will be reached
interest. Up the hillxide and down the The machinery will cost far morws
valleys one may roam, noting here and | npow. Will it pay a profit on this in-
there among the monuments, the |oreased investment? Quite possibiy
breastworks and cannons just as they | pot, Or f it is & replacement, cannot
were located during the engagement |the old machine be overhauled and put
and it seems Ilke A horrible dream 10 | {n thoroughly serviceable

recall, amid all this serenity, peace and
prosperity, those scenes of carnage.

We must not fail to specially men-
tion "“The National Cemetery.,” where
thousands of America’s brave sons

peacefully sleep Iin one of the loveliest
spots, and where the Gettysburg mon-
umeant stunds. It was at the dedlcation
of this cemetery that Edward Everett
gave hizs mastarly and slogquent oration
and Lincoln sapoke those immortal
words to the large company there as-
sembled.
W. L. EVERETT KNOWLES.

PRICE MANIPULATION

IS FEARED

Need Seen for Regulntion of l»‘ood_ Mar- |

kets by Government.

TILLAMOOK, Or., May 5~(To the
tor.-—The rise in the price of food-
stuffs In the recent past has been s0
murked and Is belng so keanly felt by
all clamses of people as to call forth
a multitude of ideas and suggestions
as to the cause or causes and the rem-
edles to be napplied. Many pearsons
without previous knowledge or experi-
ence are buslly engaged In planting or
in geiting ready to piant potatoes on
city lots and vacant acreage.

Active and Intelllgent forces are at
work throughout the state looking to
the {ncremse of wvarious agricultural
crops, all of which ias Lighly commend-
able and should be furthered In every
possible way, and yet one cannot es-

condition nt
) as compared
with the present high cost

a figure very ve

atirmel

of the new
article? And cannot we contloue to
maintaln and use our exlsting roads
0 far better ivantage than to plunge
in at this time of scarcity of Inbor and

of

aXcessive o matarial to
those propost I think we can.
ELLIS W. HONEYMAN.

bulld

CONTRACT WITH

Suggestion Is Mnade That Laborers BPBe

CHINA PUT UP

Sent Bacrk After Wes
HOOD RIVER, Or., May 11.—(To the
Edltor.)—In The Oregonian we read
that the Stockton, Cal., Chamber of
Commeres 8 about o “ask Congresa
1o pass legislation to permit Immigra-

[tion of 100,000 Asiatics to harvest Call-
fornia's crops”

Do you not think
Imo:f- satisfactory
cluding the ianbor
try, for Congress,
channels, o contr
Japan for the mnecessary number of
Inborers for the war period. say three
to five years, at the expiration of which
contract all laborers to be raturnsd to

it would prove
all concorned, In-
clement of our coun-
through the proper
et with China or

to

the Orient? Individuais and corpora-
tlons could hire those laborers of the
Government.

One of the great lessons civilization
has learned from the war In Burope is
that governments can do about all In-
‘dlvidunln can. W. J. PEDDICORD.
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