INTERNATIONAL LAW IS DISCUSSED IN

ORTLAND, Feh, 17.—(To the Edi-

P tor. ' —The basis for the authority
of interpational law is tho same

&8 the Dbasis for early laws.Hf every
chariucler, namely, the general consent
of those to be bound thereby, strength-
otied by custom angd continued ne-
quiescence. There i no common su-
gerior among nations to promuigate
Principles of internatiopal law, and onm
the other hand no pingle nation ean
introduce a new principle Inte _this
Eystem. *

The Supreme Conrt of the United
States sald on this point in the case of
the Antelope (10 Wheaton, 122): “As no
ustion can preseribe a rule for others,
nont cin make a law of nations.”™
Agnin, In a later case (the Scotia,
14 Wall, 187) the same court said: *'Un-
donbtedly, no single nation can change
the lnw of the sea.™

The law Ia of universal obligation,
and not a statute of one or two nations;
ie upon the common consent of
civilized communities., It ia of foree,
not ecause It was presceriboed Ly any
superfor power, but because It has been
gonevally accomed s#s a rule of con-
duet.

The Tnited States Supreme Court in
tho case of Ware ve. Hylton says:

The law of nations may be conaldered of
three kinds, to-wit: General. conveutlonal,
Or ctsOmArY. The first Is universal or es-
tablished by the general consent of mankind,
and i ! natione The second la founded
on exprean consent, and is not universal, nnd
only binds those nations that have assented
to 1L The third Is founded npon tacit con-
wrnl, and ls obligatory-on those nations who
have ndopted IL.

The following enumeration of the
sources of international law has bean
glven by George B. Davis, Lieutenant-
Colonel and Deputy Advocate-General,
Y. 8. A, profesacr ofslaw at the United
States Military Academy (1900):

The Roman Law, THe Jus Gentinm, Cus-
tnm and Usage, Troatiesa and Conventions
Thna Municipal Taw of States, The Judgment
ef Inturnational Courtn, or Boards of Arbl-
traticn, The Declsions of Municlipal Courta
Vpon Questioun of Internationnl Law, Tha

omatic Correspondence of Btates, State
vign Reintions, etlo., Gensral

The Histarlen of Tmportant

flographlies of Eminent Statesnien,

of Text Writers, Intorosational
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is one

Germany’s violation of the neutrality
- um hag reference to thia form
cement which she entered Into to
thesae amall countries.
¢eording 1o Lthe aveepted laws of na-
« Germany became an outlawed na-
upon bhor violation of the nuu!rnilt;-
and belng such outlawed
) had nothing to lose by vio-
Jation of Internationnl law upon the sea
time war. The time for one na-
tion to bresk diplomatic relations s
when it commits the first offenss, afd
not Walt until it had committed theo of-
fonso hundred times It unly goes e
plinw how patient we have been with
Germany in these matters, 1 hope Gor-
inany will modify her policy to the ex-
1ent of not violating international law
furthes, MARK T, KADY.
.
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MUNITIONS

TRADE
Wilson Held ¢o Tave Erred in Permit-
ting =hipments.

PORTLAND, Feb, 10.—i(To
for.) who havae
€5t Naution and
heart cihnnot but feel
EBrer and sorrow ot
which must almost
Wikr,

A recently publiched article by a cor-
tain person decinres that the President
mude a fatal and irredecemable blundsr
when he did nor send s warshlp and
a desirayer to protect the Lusitania
and deliver an ultimatum as to what
would take place were she attacked.

It {s true that & firm stand would
have beefy far more effective than the
weak and wvaclllating one, and yet It
is probabla that even under those con-
ditions Germany fwould have done
eventually as she now hus, for she has
taken the course pursued with the full
expectation that our Nation would
probably break with her and be added
ts the number of her onemies. The
Bain by such a course would have been
that we would have placed ourselves
in a position for action and not have
teon caughi., as we now are, totally
nnprepared for the glgantic task be-
fore us.

Let no one decaive himself about our
not having much to do except furnish
acking and finanvial help for ltaly
and Russia and the alllies will do the
rest. Cermany is not whippod by any
meana nore will she be duving the
present zear if her valor of past times
such aw In the seven and thinty years
wass und other conflicls are any crite-
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the present crisis
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of our

rion. Befors the vear 1917 ia num-
bered with those of the past 000,000
of the flower of our land, perhups many
more, will have been called to the colors
to swdd to the butchery and in turn to
be butcherad.

The great fallacy of the slogan, “He
kept us out of war.,” Is now becoming
apparent, even to those who were de-
ceived thereby. Matters have now
gona to the point where he could not
be expected to do other than he has
dona during the last week or so, and,
of course, the Nation will stand by him.
1t ecertainly looks like It would tnke
& greater than President Wilson to
keep us out of war now unless it be
by cowardly retreat.

However, the President did have the
opportunity of the ages and of hav-
Ing his name go down to future gen-
erations with that of Washington and
Lincoln; but that was not thoe way gen-
cerally declared for by the newspapers
and the public, e was welghed and
found wanting. #

e could have—and the peonin
would in all probability have stood by
him—taken a course that would have
Kiven us peace absolutely, mnde our
Kation great and prociaimed am Ideal
both Christian and moral,

Weres -two men enganged in a per-
sonal combat with knives and I to ru
up and hand to the nearest one, becay
of the gold he offered me, a Tev
to uxe on tha other, T would b
sidered in law, and would be,
as the homicide. What 1s truelof
dividumis 13 equally trus of nations,
even though it Is not usually conwid-
ered so,

Had our President declared himself
against furnlshing munitions of War
and the wherewithal to carry on the
butehory for elther #ide, and then
warned our people against gaolng Into
the war zone, he would no doubt have
found Congress and the proble with
him, would have maintained our peacs,
buflt up Natlonal resources to A point
whera we would be mo longer depend-
ent upon Any other, and have Ppro-
claimed a doctrine to the world that
would have given him the undying
gratituds of his fellowmen, X
" But he did not, and America must
pay for her share in the dfﬂ-h'ﬂ'"-'*‘;
work, untll what was trusa of slavery
is now repeatod, and for every drop of
blood =hed by the instrumentnlitles

shed by us we =zhall havo recori-
L‘. ,-_r:‘.-d‘ :\-;[;', at least one drop Trom
ha bost in our own velns,
. 1t 15 true that thees sentiments ﬂ'f:
fhot in sccordance with R--n-‘r.‘:; ¥
f1eld, but Lhey s izt ;il!r'\il T!_‘“: d’:;
consistont with firm =tan fo ot
own rights, ¢ ¢ HAMMERLY.
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DECISION CRITICISED

LAND

Money Meceived hy Siate Only Part of
Real Puarchase Price.
PORTLAND, Febh., 10.—ITo
I note the decision
Campbell validating the
by the state to Benson and
judge holdsg that “theres
thiat Hyde agents had ol
through fraud but
agalinst the parties
obtaining the land
the siute ilself, as
the full legsl price of

time*
There are at least two 1o
in the s rul T
pdmitting 1 t the
teined the land through
fraud was against the
were used for obitmining
fgnores the fact that
parties were [flctitious
henee in no Eensoe P
Fraud, then, was againt
his ngents, direct und
ond, that the state received
legal price of Lhe jand at that
It is true as to the finant il ;
given as the purd s :-n‘---,l!-'.t n-:t
the full intrinsic wvalue, equally bind-
ing and important. Actunl geltisment,
doevelopment and Improvomeni, A
1l 1o the growtilh of the
considored.as essenttal elen :
un nd are ma of hose
price. With this ¢ nslderation in view,
the purchaser was Timited to quan-
tity and required to miake h that
it was for hls or her own use and bene-
fit; acting on the nption  that
oW and required mettlo-
ment and | Tt will thero-
fore be seen that y the fraudulent
acts of Hyde and his agents the stiale
only o part the purchase
the lands held in contest.
ix apparcnt that Iiyde an
ommitted fraud in mak
to purchase with fi
If any of the app nnNie
were real persons, the applicant so ap-
plying committed C v in slgning
the upy i v applications
purchase were frandulent, anud a part
the purct e price was frandulently
tendered, un oaths submitted by
fraudulent votarial attestafions. Fraud,
then, was the chief factor in all the
steps token by Hy and hiz ngent,
and under the accepted rule of law
and equlty *“fragd vitiated all con-
tracts.” W. H, ODELIL.,
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LAWS NEW

Declnred Fully Proteclted by
Treaty Provislons.

MARSHFIELD, Or., Fech. —{To the
Editor.)—Whiie I am not Iinformed an
to the actual content of the bill before
the Tdaho Llegisiature restricting the
ownership of land as agninst aliens,
neveriheless, It seemy to, mae bholh the
pross and the Japancse are unduly ex-
cited, Such, or similar laws, are mot
uncommon in the =tates Referring
particularly to ldaho, » sweaplng stal-
ute pgalnst the ownership of Iands by
allens has existed 1560, Section
4609 Revised Codes (15%09%) of Idaho
prohibitse such ownership, excepling as
it mas mineral lunds, 1 ownoed
by railroads whose stockholders
not exclusively cititgons of the Unijte
States: with a spocidl, proviso thot
not capuhle of becoming a cltizen ©
not soquire title save under the lim-
tationg provided In that sectic prg-
viding also for Lhe sicquisition by aller
when incidental to enforcing a lien on
realty, and for the in woe of lands
by alien widows and heirs who have
not declared their Intention to becomae
clitigens: and Turthoer providing that
s=uch lands must be sold within five
vears after the acquisition of title and
in default theresl shall escheat to the
glate of ldaho. Mines are excepled

As I say, T do not know the exdact
provisions of the presont bill before the
l1daho lsgislature but bbfare manifest-
ing #o much concern, would It not be
well 1o consider the section that has
been on the statute books sinca 1500
(re-snacted in 1800). It would be dif-
ficu!t.k excopting a8 to mines, to aka
a more drastic law. 1 am informed
thaet the constitution of the State of
Washington alse faorbide alien owner-
ship. You will find tha prohibition
in Art. 1L, sec, 233 of the constitution
of that state set out in Ballinger's
Ann. Codes & St. 1 have not the Iater
Washington code at hand, but they
should be plentiful in Portland. 1 am
surg Mr, Isham N, Emith can furnizh
you & copy of the Idaho code. Both the
constitutional prohibition of Washing-
ton and the statutory one of Idaho
have existed for many years, without

rotest from Japan, or fever of ths

rcas. *

One will find & painstaking state-
ment of the law regarding such prohi-
bition in Vol. of Corpus Juris, =t
pages 1048, et seq. Referring to the
cases cited under subdivision (¢) of
note 57, p. 1048, thersin, It will be seen
that it has been often held by the Su-
preme Court of Lhe United States that
in case of conflict hetween tréaties ne-
gotinted by the United States nnd sinte
statutes and conatitutional provisions,
the former wiil prevall, Judge Fleld

ALIEN LAND NOT
Japanesc
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rendered an able opinioa ou the guese

tion In De Geofroy v. Riggs, 123 United
States Rep. 2058, - And,  indeed, there
should be Iltile ground for argument
kn view of Article VI. of the Constitu-
tion of the Unitad States, which was
one of the original articles, and pro-
vides:

“Thisa Constitutlon and the lawa of
tha United States which shall be made
in pursuance thereof; and all treaties
made, or which shall be made, under
the authority of the United States, shall
ke the supréfne law._of the land and
the judges In avery state shall be bound
thereby, anything in the Constitutions
or luws of any state to the contrary
nowithstanding.”

“Now, If any Japanese foals ag-
grieved by Iegislation of the kind con-
sidered, he has his remedy in the Fed-
oral courts, whose pronouncaments aAre
gertaln: until they are reversed, no one
has any csuse for complaint.

The only guestion Is: How swasping
is the treaiy with Japan? TUntil that
is decided adversely to the Japanese
elnims thelr protesting is intermeddling
In the. internal adminisiration of the
U'nited Htates, Tsan't it well to con-
Eider nctual conditions of Ilaws nd
treatles before such d'-mnnptrnlum:‘?\

DWIGHT E. HODGE,

HEN WAS OREGON MADE STATE?

Floneer's Son Thinks 'There Is Mach
Indifference to Early History.

PORTLAND, Feb. 10.—(To the Edil-
tor.)—Announcement in the city pa-

pers that e Yfagl Sona and Daugh-
tera of Ordgodn

Elon day o t

14 «:lssen!i‘hn

observance rill

ebrate Admis-

£ of February
this year, In view of ofr international
compllecations. It will rve to imprean
us—all of us—with tha Abligationa we
are under to our state and Nation for
the privileges we eonjoy. eanch made
possible by the foresight, Independent
action and patriotic aacrifices of *“‘the
fathers” in the days gone by,

But confining this short letter to the
ons question of the coming gsthering
of tho Native Sons and Daughters, it is
wrell to remember that thinga In Ore-
Eon had a most remarkabie heginning:
that here, of all our states, our fathers
and motheras began in & country that
had no allegiance to any natlon—no
country serjounly claimad it and that
thoy “worked wout Lhelr own salva-
tion™ In a way that reflects greater
oredie on thelr independent level-
headednesas and courageons persistencs
in the right direction than s
monly awarded them,

mld ssk offhand a gather?
hing and suc

in Portland when
ted Into tha Union
rised Lo discover
slon on (he Tfaces
of them na they
didn’t know, althous
up the latesi seven-pi
tourin eto, ete, and
Erown school ohilldren
nny, better Of coursas
the result of fndiffe 14 nuestion,
which includes many related ones, tt
should engage n more general congld-
eration among all our people

But, speaking again of th
ing eclebre n of that mam
way back 1568 when tho

plotnerrs mnda
the matter he so goenerally
hered Lhat the attendance
such proportions that it will
| patriotie realization
generation of the stn
ties of those who wrought
wildernesg in the days when
son EBay people =till had a grip
*“the Oragom country.™ These annual
gatherings are always enjoyable in the
oxtrome, replete wiih hin-
torical information, with
“pep,” and tha feldture Is
soclability of the genuine ploneer Lype,
and that Is golng some
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CHINOOK WIND AGAIN

DEFINED

Onee It Came From Northwest, Now

L]
PORTLAND, Lﬁi-
tor.) I noticed in

detinition of a *“Chinoold’
Ago an articla appearer
gonfan giving an entirels
definition. 1 attnoh
article. The articie
definition that I had

from some of ouUr ear
namely T. B. Trevelitl and
nanil 1 think fram*Geocrge
it is T think the corres
Century Dictionary g
definition

From
the ¥di-

onian a

Se
H

Hime
Ao

“In Itm
‘chinonk” is
that blows
irom the
molsture,

prosent
fthe equatorin
during the
southwest nn
sirilted the Pac
the northern boundary
the Alaskan Archipelag
local name for the
wind,

“But it ia a mlsnomer
in Oregon and oeven as 1
'Tos our Summer wind
west was valled a ‘chinook,' so
bacause it blew iInto Wiltar t
Valley from the coast regions Inhablted
by the Chinoolk Indians north of 1
entrance of the Columbia. Among thie
ploneers and their descendanis, i
chinook wind was & ‘c ring-up’ wind.
Now It signiflea preci=ely the opposite:
L o, o wind from the south, followed by
raim. b

“With the past

soft,

In early
nn the
Trom the

the te

“

S
256 years the word Wi
been grafted Into t speach and the
written ianguage of vast torritory aast

AN

& will

of the Cazcade Mountai and circulates
frealy throughout Wy iing. Tt hhay be
carried into Baston nowspapers with |
loonl npplication. Anyv anft, wind |
that springs up in Wi U |
chinook,

"Thus wa soe, In an age of
lliation and uvwniverzal knowledgne, the
vicissitudes of written w ds. Within
30 ¥ ‘chinocok® has been turned ‘end

S

WILSON'S
hﬂdrnt Snid to  Wiave Chnghe

Take High Place by Firm s

DORR, Wash,, Feb. 12 the 1Ed4l-
lor)—Would that - Preaident Wilson
could realize his greal epportunity to
liva In history as the worid's Ereat
beace maker! Tha brlance af power
between the two great belligarents In
stll very dellcate, despite the rapidiy
Erowing strength of the aliies LGiar-
many, however., odmits in this last
notes of January 31 thea sffectiveness
of England’s inexorable blockade. 'The
woakness of this biockade Is, of Course,
its long range and the unavoidable
leniks through mneutral Europsan na-
tions—Norway, S8weden, Denmark, Hal-
land and Switzerland. Edltorial com-
ment in Lthese countries on tha last
exchange of notes shows cloarly the
marked sympathy of all except BSwe-
den for the allies. None of these na-
tions Is soonomically independent, and
North and South Amerlea are thelr
chief source of supply st present
Sweden and Holland, and, to & lessar
extentl, Switzeriand, are dolhg n thriv-
Ing and proflitable business with the
Toutons In reselling their surplus Im-
ports from America.

With these jimports: from America
cut off, the economic Interests, if not
the vitdal necessities, of all thess five
nuations would demand lmmediate
pefce. The tremendous Inerease in our
trade with theske nations since the
boginning of the war has léd them more
and mores tg depend upon uve., With
thesa imports cut off they are in n
warse position than Germany herself.

It Woodrow Wiison 15, after all,
worthy suceessor of Washington, Mad-

leon, Moarve, Lincoln apd Roosevell, he

nry

balmy
ter Is calls 8

higsh ctv-

OFPFORTUNITY
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will answer the xmr. in diplomatia
Innguage. to be = but in words
to this effeot: .

“You will illegully destroy one Amer-
ican Jife, ons Amerionn ship, ons dollar
of non-contraband American goods at
your peril.” .

Then he will procesd to call af¥ once
a conferance of neutral nations of the
world, and will set before them the
facts that Germany has given definite
warning that she has swept away the
right of wvisitation and search within
certnln prescribed areas of the high
reas, in utter disregard of well-estab-
lished principles of International law
ang of neutral rights thereunder; that
this comes as the climax of a suec-
cesrlon of overt acts caleulated to try
the patlence of all neutral nations; thut
in this conflict It devolves upon mnou-
trul nations to enforece, when the bel-
ligerents are unable to do 50, the riles
of war, International rights in general,
und the principles of humanity which
are the basze of c¢lvillzation; that the
continuancs of thie war, waged as It
Is In vttor disregard of neutral rights
by Germany, has become unendurable:
that thp United States oalls upom =il
neutral nations to ald it in an attempt

this war to a s=peedy end,

lemgue of sufficient

and wmagnituda to enforce

the future: that ths imme-

diate and specific_course of action on

the part of this Government shall be

the declaration of an embargo against

all nesutral nations of ¥urope which

do not agres (o ceazms all trade and

diplomatic Intercourse with the Tau-

tonic allies, as well 2a agninst the

Teutonic B&llies themselves; that any

nations which do not agres to assist

us tn this enterprise will be consld-

ered to be giving ald and comfort to
the enemick of mankind,

That the neutral nations would not
willlngly agree to such an embargo
Is unthinkable, with the possible ex-
ception of tha KEuropean neutrals,
These would he driven into Its adop-
tion by economic neceasity. And when
they n!l rangs themselves on the side
of the ullles in an economic war they
soonn become active participants In
milltary operatlons in very self-dafense.
That Germany foresees this fact in
avident from her concentration of
troops on the Dutch and BSwliss bor-
ders. -

The tremendous welight of this om-
bargo on the already staggering Ger-
mien nation, added to ths tremendous
moral influence upon thelr own Anl-
rendy badly frightened peopls wiil com-
pol .;\n early peace on lerms which
uphold the rights humanity.
nitional independence and security.
and the principlea of international
jaw., Woodrow Wilson would go down
history as one of the grest figures
of the mge, Now isx his opportunity
1= hoe shrewd enough l;a‘!‘-"-‘ it and
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strong enough to QI‘-:\'_{‘N " tl(ti‘.ll‘-.
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HEIGHT OF PROGRESS REAC HED
—_—

Pilgrim ¥Falhers, Indinns and Chincse
symbolize Leginlative Plan,
ANCOUVER, Wash, Feb, 10.—(To
Editor.}—History records that =a
ago our forebears »el
tihir native heaths o'er
for a land undeveloped, un-
rentrictad by religlous Intoléerances
prohibitl jegisiative eBactmentsa,
in the course af time the land the
Pilgrim Fathers chose as a mecs
freedom became kKnown tn the prog
tors of the aforesald Pligrim Fathers
ns the Jand of the free, ote, The un-
tutored, savago red man also rodam ad
at will this vast freedman’s domain, un-
molestad, unrestricted in his quest of n
Hyellhood: he rizhed the limpld streamns
without Teur of molestation on the part
of the ty game warden; he did not
Iia mwake at mights pondering on the
advisability of honding the lateost sewaer
afsczgments; . he didn't worry about
guim-chewing lexisiative nuremblien
enacting “hone-dry,”” anti-cigaretie,
sinti-coract, ¢lc.,, Mmeasures

But in the of evonts and wwith
the sdvancement of new jdecas with re-
gard to modomm, up-to-dats civilization
the habitats of the dusky red man have
beon Torced into retlreament. So much
for progression and written history,
The Chinese nlso sought thin country
carry out his ideas of expl
somotimes In conducting a lawndry, o
I thimmte mode of proecdurs; somd-
i « condueting a svstem of selling
lottery tickets, an (llegilimate voon-
tion, inasmuch as our lawmuakers huva
expreasly decreed that gambiing be
and is prohibited. But then, John has
not as Yot developed with the advanos-
ney of ¢ivilizntion to The extent thnat
ho able to draw the line of rdo-
AT on hetwoen a fluctunting Chi-

sry ticket and the outcome of
daptinl election,
n't L seom iIr wa had
reached the moral hoeights of

er

progress?
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AMERICA STAND ASIDE

Contention
in Keeping Off Sea,

PORTLAND, 5.—(To
Editor. ) —Thg editorial entitled
on Germany’'s Action” and your Im-
plication that the present peace propi-
gandists “are in effoect traltora™ lenves
the Impression that The Orezonian
preafers war agalnst the Germans, ¢ven
at this orucial time, to a peate with
hopor., as has to fair extent been
muintained during the critlcal period
of the last 30 monthes,

By =tating that “the food
is becoming more and more serious™
and that “thers 1y harely enough food
of any kKind to =sustaln the population.’
vou admit L to be ¥our Dbhellef that
the British poliey  aof starving the
civilian population, which Includes
women and chifidren of the Germans
heing enrried out. Now, the right af
pelf-defense of 2 man or o nation s
Innllenahle. And in cass of a riot or
her uncontrolinble disturbance. the
non-combatant fares best If he, bhe-

Or., TFeb,

mituation

CHlIse
tion, 1emporarily waves his rights and
assumes the rola of a benevolent or
sympathizing bystander,

Every impartial and falr-minded man
will advise hiz famfily to avald places
whers riot relgas and  instruct i
ehildren to use the lesn dangeron
crossings Thowe steking damags sn
will court instead of trying to
injury, Our Imperative dity swvn
is to advise our citizens,
native-horn or recently naturalized,
nvoid exporing their llves noedlassly
by keeping off the ships of the bellig-
erents and especially thosa carrying
ammunition. The crime of carrying
passsngers on ammunition ships s cor-
tainly no more justifiable than It is to
transport ammunition on passenger
tralns, -

The CGermans have made a peace of-
fering and the allles have flatly re-
fused to enEage In negotintions., This
leaves the Germans with nothing to
dan hut to defend mns dbest they ran.
While our iInterfersnce with thelr
mothods of dafense may Be warrantad,
necording to the jetter of tha law, a
great majority of Americnans, including
many of Briflah origin, fail to see any
manifestation of genwine patriotiam
In any attempt te precipitate our coun-
try into that deplorahble conflict, ba it
on ona slde or the other. All Ger-
man-Americang of any prominence or
fnfluence hive steadfastly and consist-
ently refralned from any attempt nt
emhbrolfling our country in a war
azaingt the allieg during theé present
conflict. And British-Americans own It
to the country of their adoption and to
thelr fellgw-citizens of evarsy dariva-
tion 1o ahatalny from atlempie al met-
ting ug into war against the Central
Powers, or om ecither side. As both
aides are pursing gv .- us,

prond

the Central Powers more opeanly.
allles more secretly, no honot, abso
luately mnone»and mno prestige can be
Eained by hindering or helping e.u.’&r
eide.

While It may be true that the peace
propagandisty have not ths welfare of
indlvidual Amerioans of questionable
sincerity in wview, they certainly seeam
to have ths future honor and welfare
of all America u rmost  in thelir
minds, It is sometimes posaible to
children Into smiting thelr
purents, even while engaged in a bitter
struggle with, others, bhut nealther the

Eny respect of gain,

Genuine and wisely,directed patrl-
otism and loyalty to the United States
demand at such n time as the present,
that wa coolly abstaln from intimidet-
ing either side, hecause 10 do so wounld
not makeo us hetier Americans, but mec-
ond-clags Germans or second
Englishmaon.

Being descendant and having arise
chiefly from two parsnt countries now
enguged In a most terrific struggls and
having taken a Solemn oath to establish
and maintain herse =w new family.
willing and ready to adopt desirahle
brathers and eslstere from the two
parent 3: other countries, salf-
Interest ands that we reatraln our-
selves, painful asn 4t may be to stand
aside from taking part In the striking
down. If to that it must come, of cither
Lh father-in-law or the mother-in-
Inw, Tamily interest and family wel-
fare command and cgy aloud: We can-
not afford it?! Tntercession and media-
tion are our only honorable and progit-
able course. G. M, HIRSCH,

Britaln,

be neutral, would become the prac-
tieal ally of Germany and would aban-
don fta righfs to travel and trade by
sea—a right which has Deen undis-
puted until this war began. ' 1t would
take xides In the mutual atarvation
campaign with
carried on the
human disregard of American
taking more than 200
llves and against the
not taken n
confluet of ita blockade. Having been
unable to win naval supremacy by
Inwinl wmeans, CGermany sttempts
win it lawless
Americans off the
thrant of bel killed Were
vang Lo heod this warning., they
dishaoner thelr country, would abandon
thelr rights and would
purtiality for Germany
the of Great
nxerciuin thoir
righits, ald
Germany’ that fact
to cireumstances creatod hy
naot by the United States.
fering which results the
peonle our insistence
rights is dun to

23: own government
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“IRST STEAMBOAT

Mr. Hoas S L
Nirhts
PORTLAND, B%b, 160.—(To the BEdi-

tor.)—In the Sunday regonian, ¥Web-
ruary 4, Is published “A New Chapter
of Karly Oregon Tdles,"” by Eva Emery
Dye, in wrich she says:

“Jacob Kamm, from Switzserland, at
14 a deckhand on a Mississippl steam-
boal, 12 years later bullt the Lot Whit-
comb. tha first steamboat in Oregon:
J. €. Alnsworth, of Ohlo, also In hia
teans a boathand on the Mississippl,
came to take command of the boat”

To this et me say that if Mra. Dye's
history is correet, my memory la at
fault. My recollection s that

N OREGON

1 Was Columbia,
teomb,

Milwaukie upon which was afterward
bulit the steamer Lot Whitcomb.

Our family liyed about 40 rods &ia-
tant, and from the time mantioned until
the time of her launching there were
not many dayas that I did not vialt that
vard to see the boat “grow.” On Christ-
man day of 1850 she was launched and
christened “hBot Whitcomb.”

I was n self-invited passenger, I
also remember that n sad accldent oc-
curred. Captain Morse; of a Heaufort,
N. €., brig, then lying at anchor in the
river, while firing a sajute to the pew
boat, wasy structk by a {ragmant of
thea old iron cannon when it exploded

d was mimont decapiinted.

& Musons burled him. Father

the]

children nor their traducers will reap

Our correspondent ignores ths fact
that, while Britain is trying to atarve
Germany, Germany (s trying to starve
By standing aside, as ha pro-
poses, the United States would cease to

the nation which has
war in lawless and In-
rights

nation which has
single neutral life in the

1o
and warns
mea hishways under

wonld

praclice. EToMs
niding her
Ir

of
dun
Germany.
sufl-
German
thene
the acts of

VERSE Ny
leed Leng Agoe hy Ste-

Bdltor.)

Iarial™
Maybell.
o remember that for years
along about thet time.they were dream-
would

to valee the hopes
Lthe prople along this
his

the com-
uniting

time to
réct and republish Maybell's poem,

In the
early Fall of 1850 I saw a keel lald at'

sermon fn Milwaukie's first school-
house, and the military band from Van-
couver led the procession to his grave.

But some weeks if not months, be-
fore this launching, I remember hav-
Ing seen o small steamer plying the
Willamette. She was called the Co-
lumbia, and had been built st Astoria
by W. H. Gray. This was ths first
steamboat bullt Oregon.

An for Mr., K his was no minor
part in the work; he installed the n.a-
chinety and had the name of under-
staqading hiz business. He was the
first engineer., But a Mr. Hanscom laid
ithe lin drew the plans and superin-
tended & work. To him is due the
eradit of building the boat.

1f J. C. Alnsworlh waa only 18 years
ald when he became captaln of the Lot
Whitcomb, he was surely a well-grown
iad for his age, about six feet tall, with
luxuriant chastnut whiskers and looked
to be about 26 or 27 years old.

- ED C. ROSE.

ND IS§gUES GROW TIRESO

em of Paying for Something Long
Since Extinct Provolkes.
PORTLAND, Feb. 17.—(To the Edi-
tor.}—One of our dally papers recently
carried the information that the city
was atlll paying interest on bonds thnt
had been fssued for the conatruction

of the old Madison-street bridge, also
on bonds isaued for the purchase of
the old Morrison-street bridge, and
even the honds jssued for the purchase
af the ferry that at one time plied ba-
tween East and West Portland at the
foot of Morrison street.

There are doubtless cltizsens alive to-
day who remomber when these bonds
were lssued, but thess improvements
have long since ceased to exist, and
not even the memory of most of our
citizsens can recall what some of our
bonds were Issusd for,

When we conslder that we are pay-
ing interest on three seots of bonds for
the facilities thut enable us today to
crosg the river at Morrison street we
cannot help feeling that the situation
I dues sither to mismanagement or In-
competlence on the part of our city
officinle, or thelr wanton dlpregard of
the interests of the public.

At present there are city bonds out-
standing to the amount of about 330,
000,000, drawing Interest at an aver-
nEge rate of nearly per cent, which
means $1.600.000 a year, or more than
$4109 a day, including Sundays, and
still the agltation for tha lssmuance of
maora bonds goes merrily on.

What is 1o be the limit? Many home-
awners are now paving installments
and interest on four or five asseun-
ments of various kXinds againzt their
homes, and protests against further
assesaments soom to he in vain

For Instanob, thae citizens of
Clty Park, who slready have
homes handed four-fold, are (o be
ansgased for the comstruction
vinduct at Thirty-seventh and
boulavard for the benefit of the rail-
road (‘l_‘ll.’anir,“i Why in it that other
ecitles _requird the ruallroad companies
to ellmimdtse grade crossings nt thelr
aown expenss and our officials require
it Lo be done at the exponss of the
property owners affcoted—Iin most
cases Injuriousiy?

1t%= high time that the homebwners
of the city—the fellowa whe have no
operty other than thelr lititle homes
—got together In a coneerted effort
to prevent thelr homer belng con-
fiscated through the medium of
and asssopsments There must be a
limit Lo assopsments and taxes pome-
where. And the interest chargea that
the ¢lty NOW DAYS Are unnecessary Lo n
large extent.

There in considerable money
varioun sinking funda of the
could be used to redeem
outstanding bonds so as
Interest to our own city
being pald 1o Bastern
This certninly could be managed some
way If there were nny dispoasilion on
the part of our public afficials 1o serve
the Interests of the people, but It seems
that instond of any rolief belng af-
forded mutlers are permitted to get
worss

The Leglslature,
tion of the

Tosa
thelr
niain
of n

Bandy

]

taxen

the
that
of the
save the
that is now
hondholdern

in

elty

roOmaoe
to

under the inepira-
interests that prey upon
the people, is mow atlempting to paas
a law that will prevegt the schools
trom purffiasing thelr own bonda,

What possible excuse there be
for such o law, eaxdéppt hurden
further the taxpayers for the banerit
of bond Investora? 1If the olty
has mopey in ts sinking funds, why
should Tt not purchase its own bonda
and save (o ltself ths Interesat that
would otherwlise be pald to private in
dividuals, and further save the com-
mission for the salée of bonda™ For
tha sala of a recent Ixsue of elty honds
an commission of $1200 was pald. This
would not have been necenspry If the
city had used jita nv.-\l'.'N\.Ir- money in
ita pinking fMunds and purchased
bonds itaelf,

For tho sale of
construction of
BEroegating a par
a0, there was
$126.000. The
on The doliar
issue, and the
repay 3125000
for the bonda
whole =um

The publc
suffering, but
which patiancoe
day the peopla

can
Lo

hnol

the borMia for
Broadway bridgs,
value of about

n dhrinkage of about
city re ved 93 cents
for this enormous bond
taxpayvera will have to
more than they recelvad
, besides Interest on the
iz patient and long-
thers & n point beyond
will not go, and some
will arouss themselves
sulliclontly to elect public officials
who will serve the iInterestn of the
people, 1In these days of a roll of but-
ter and a loafl ¢f bread for a dollar,
tha little homeowner has got to de-
mand the practicea of economy and
conservalion on the part of public af-
ficlals In the expenditure of public
maoney, A. SHAT'1IRO.

PROF, ALDERMAN IS COMMENDED

Writer Sas Retentlon Meanan Right
Kind of Tenching.

PORTLAND, Feh, 12—(To tha Edl-
tor. )—Pearmit ma to add my congratu-
latlona to the School Board for rotain-
Ing FProfassor Alderman for another
Lwo vears

Anyone who undarstands Mr., Alder-
man’'s progressive {deals cannot Call to
indorse hia re-election. To fail to re-
\(I!h bim wounld ba merely another form
of self punishment. It is a source of
satigfnctionw to Know that yvour chijd is
recaiving a form of instruction which
| i nsaful to the life of the times. This
is the main Issus with Mr, Alderman.
The only teacher, for Instance, who
could not agree with him would be ones
of the old-line Greek and grammar
products of the mid-19Lth century type
of schoolship leading 1o the degree of
B, A or @élsa to tha breéead-line. It was
quastionable when one took his sheep-
rkin In those daya which would be the
result It was mors a matter of after-
graduation chances than pre-gradua-
tion preparation. Professor Alderman
is one of the Natfon's most dynamle ex-
ponents of useful education and for
God's sake let everydne geot In and
push and keep the grit out of the bear-
Ings. Portland should disgorge this
spleen julce which evér and contlnually
urgsas our disaatinfled clitizens to tHrow
publle men into the discard for reasons
,0f envy or rome other petty coagulation
in their soul stuff,

In thg days when I was In the
grades and high w»chool the teaching
profession and the machine itself, gov-
arnment by the professional teachers,
had become Isélated from tha com-
munity neeads. We wers all destined,
actording the system, to bhecome litsle
shining lights, mweéet baby cherubs,
modern Socrates, Platos, Jr. and zo on

Teachers were mada in school: they
in turn applied the same dose of braln
stuffing to thelr vietims, who grew up
to be o&m gradually, by this

and supPorl LLrougl lax-

| the

ation, the entire
tle world aMd to §
of the

praectics

m;-};ln; hb’me 'S litﬁ
h o caricatures
long-haired, impecunlous,

memberfd by the living gencration, and

the intellertual mis?

teged tfe bread-line, adopted the soap
hz: for a Lving er, with the help of

115 in ilfea who m-'.'

im-
sohool temeher arc stlil ﬂ-_.

futher's money became an “A. B * weorg =

the resuli=, 1 am firmly of the epiniong
from porsonal observation, that muoh
of our so-called Nnational dJdiscontent
and intreasc in the down-and-out ofub
arises from the absolutely foollah sys-
tem of educatinn which Amerinan so-
clety suffered from, and which left s
finger prints on e until I ot the core
rect erasure.

I was practi¢ed upon by one of the
two rival educational machines of the
Empiro Ntato, both unrelnted to sétive
lite, Neither enzag In prepaving

oung people Tor after Life.
f anyone in Oregon han suffered under
A groater number of teachers than have
I. Even today, I can almost tell which |
syatem a (eacher grew up undep by
lsoking at her or him. I feel that 1 am
competent 1o know what & correclt odu=
catlonal system s, and Professor Alder-
man is the right man with the right
alm.,

We were sent chazing bugs,
rocks, flowers and butterfiles, cats ine
eluded, for dissection purposes We
lecarned the wverblago that applies to
each and the physical structure of them
all. We were cyperts on prefixes and
thelr hlstory, grammar and its ¢XCoD-
tions, oing and coming,
charming conversationallats,
chromatic schle from the
Groek verbs and secu
¥ight by which teach
what Shakeapeare m
something, which
never imagined

out

Knew the

that second
are able to tell
ant
Shakespoare
All thia was our prepua-
ration for making our lUving, and If
anyihing wa oreanized ovime, It
was the busin which those two rival
educationa] 18 of the great New
York state wero oo ving on with inno=
cent children as the victims, There in
no dJdoubt that society has pald tho
penalty in many wa)
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usaful citizen of tho
that remolding
the = of the t
The products
b pormittoad
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pact amd 1
equipment
discard
“wrinkle,”
valnly trying to find
of thohe b thinking
ablea oll¢ Lo carry
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An A mattar of preparedness,
of storing the displaced
sen riflen, formerly
in two or three
widely

muoean
nre
nen
AN ot

ognted
athe
and
oul
¢
to get
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instead
Krag-Jorgen-
by our Army,
arsenals jocated nt
sonltered parts of the cauntey,
would it nol be to apportion themn
the warlous =mtetes, where they
could be made th perve In an omar-
gency until other riflea could be sup-
plledT 1 admit the Krag-Jorgensea 1o
be B rifle thatl ia Dol a0 Jast nor s
acenrats as the new Springfleld re-
peater, yel the older rifle in the hands
af orie who knowsa what the sights ate
for is a very effective weapon, and =
well-placed bullet from a Krag causes
an enemy o Interest in a flgbhi
almost an roadlly as one from ,the
newer rifle.

There nre many husky boys nnd
voung mon who would be only ton gind
to put upd security for the safe re-
turn of A Krag If It wers so arranged
that ona could gh to a repository and
bé allowed the use of one of the guns
durlng A vacation in the mountains

i=0 this would be one good way Lo
acquaint many with the mechunism and
ure of a miljtary rifle, who will never
got that education in any other man-—

uwed

wise

L

love

ner.

q:ru{'. the War Department sells thers
rifles at a very modest figure (0 mem-~"
bers of civilinn rifle clubs. by which
means & parson can secure for his own
a brand new, unususd Krag for $6585
and the teansportation expensa from
the nearsst arsenal, yot the method
suggosted in the first of this para-
gTaph would, It seema to me, bs pro-
ductive of muech bettsr results
1f the Governmeént would use its
Army and Navy equipment to somé-
where near its limit of usefuiness and
apportion the amount of money that
lpg unnecessarily expended for newsar.
yot o better, articlea out 1o the &n.
tisted men of the two bhranches of the
serviee, it wounld be n far easior mat-
ter to enlist and equip a fighting foroe

equipment should sn omergency arise,
W, L. BT TEE

Early thieg year the Governmenls
plant for tha production of potash from
kolp, costing §$150,000, will be In ofera-

agri-

tion st Sunta Barbare, accordin
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