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This = the great romance of
preparedness, in which the role of
Patria Channing is played by
Mra. Vernon Castle, supported by
Miiton Sills as Donanld Parr, War-
ner Oland as Baron Hurokd,
Dorothy Gresn as Fanny Adalr,
and a cast of exceptional merit
Read this story mow. then see It
all In motion plectures. FProduced
by the International Filim Serv-
ice, Inec., under the direction of
Wharton, Inc. Copyright Star
Company, 1916, All foreign rights
reserved.
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INTRODUCTION—On her 2ist birthday,
hen she is to take over control of her for-
une. Fatria Channing finda her guardian
smamtinnted by Japancee in her New York
home., A letter written by the murdered
n talls of a secret vault beneath the
fbrary comtaining $100.000,000, hoarded by
Fwtria‘s patriotic progenitors to comhat the
perils af National u"—of
hioh trust Patrin be lo executrix—
and warns sgainst Baron Hurokl., sileged
head of the Japaness psecrot service iIn
meriea. Japanese Invade the houss and
t {t aflre while Patria i» inapecting the
reasture vault with Captain Dogald Parr, of
he United Statea Secret Service. The two
scape by an underground passage to a
rden behind the house.

EPISODE THREE,
SWINGED MILLIONS™

The Disconrager of Interference.
HEN, some 20 minutes Jater,
Patria Channing and Captaln
Parr re-entered the walled gar-
fen they were no more alone; three
nen accompanied thern, plain cltizens
11, of manner and appearance so little
omantic that the giri found it some-
vhat difficult to accept them for what
ey really were, on t word of Cap-
aln Parr—highly efficlent opératives

bf the United States Secret Service,
None but would have besn readily
ost in & crowd, and he whom Farr pre-
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1917,

anted Aas & Mr. hyley, his most valued |
po-worker In the service, poss i
bersonality so coloriess and ur E

ng that he might have moved unques- |
fioned in mlmot any stratum of -ucn.-l)',]

(¢t It was thls one who tLook over
emporary charge of the treasurs with
hie utmost eang f{roid—for all the |
rorld as though he v sited to safe-
uard a hundred ¢ s instead of a
pundred millions of dollars.

Whough by this time the firemen had
xtinguished the flumes, the firat and |
e 1l storfes of the house we =Y
MOoxXing, streaming mass of wreckage
hat precluoded utterly any attempt
rxaming the approach to the treasure
rault via the library. Unlesa the blaze

il weakened the r of nat
inssive marble chimn however,
he Secret entrance it re-
nained as immovably Iin p as Parr
pad I=ft it; while Parr had ed the
ruit dgoors on the inside, aEgainst pos-
™ discovery by the Japanesse
endiaries, before
aps by the subterra
police =till watched
Ta ¢ and would, ¥
ill' the Ia of the t
amoved through the g
“It's safe enough.”
r from exploration
1 way in « paAnY
it too safe, you ask
down there shit for
wuant an nacetyviens torch
hrough before we can
woving day, T'll be golng |
ow, if vou don’t mind Burgess and
Inrvey here will stop on the job and
eo that nobody makes trouble before

got back.”

Approving this arrangement,
urned to Captain Parr.

“And now,” she suld with a weary
ittlsa smile, "you may take me to
reakfast at the Ritz, for I'm famiahed.
nd I'I! call Newport on long distance
nd sooths Aunt Amella down a get
er 0 send my maid in with some-
hing else for me to wear'

The resilience of youth s a most
mazing thing: she was so0 fagged out

th the emotional and physical straln

f har sleeploss night that she felt
inrely able to eli > back into tha|
ansom, and once aat d in its cushions
fi% aware of little more than that
onsclousness wns stealing away on
frowsy wings, But she roused without
omplaint at the end of thelr long
hptown jaunt and once she had frosh-
ned up her appearance and made a
amous hreakfast, forgot entirely her|
atigue nnd refused point bhlank to
isten to PFPwnrr'a recommendation that
he leave the rest of the morning's
ork to him while she retired ta her
ooms for a little well-earned rest.

T won't!” she declared flatly. “And
hat's my last word. T never felt bet-
or In my 1ife, and I'm going bhack with
o Immediately. . . . Besldes. I
tonldn't possibly sleep tNl I knew that
reasture was safaly put awany. It's not
£ If it were money, ¥you kpow; it's

trust, & sacred trust; it's really a
hatiay of the Channing honor™

Whean that had been sald, Parr found
o more excuse for disputing her will
‘ogether they taxied back to the
ralljed garden.

Eyléey himeself had only just returned
ith a mechanic and the acetvlenc
orch apparatus.

His follow workers In the BSecret
Fervica remained In undisturbed pos-
esnion of the garden, with nothing
ore to reportg than that they had
pbserved no suspicious circumstances
bl any sort,

It was Burgess 'who offered this|
eassurance—a tubby liadle man with|

low-pitched, pleasant voice and mild,
riandly eyas, He had just finished
peaking when he started violently,|
ried out In sharp pain, clapped =
and to his left breast stood for ad
oment swaving while = look of acute, |
mared protest widened on his coun-
enanoe—and dropped dead at their
oel, shot through the heart

Transfixed In horror, Patria stood
tarting incredulously down at the
ittie man. It never occurred to her
o move and seek safety for herself.
ioL 80 the others: as one man Hyley,
Tfarvey mnd the mechanle ducked to
over bensath the wall, while Parr de-
ayed only to grasp Putria almost
oughly by the wrist and drag her
th him.

“That corner house,” he said sharply
o Ryley, Indicating an unoececupled
iwealling which adjoined the Channing
esidence on the Fifth-avenue xide—
somebody etationed in an upper room

bekind those shutters—with a gun of

me sort, Maxim-s®enced, That shot
buldn’t have come from any other
uarter. Heére: take care of Miss Chan-
ing, plsase; n't let hor expose her-
slf, I'm goifig to have a try for our
Eny assassin™

Hent almost double, he ran In the
helter of the wall to the rear of the
alf-burnad house, and, catching the
ow &ill of & window, easily swung
bimself up and into the llbrary.

The room had barely escaped becom-
ng & total wreck—was in truth (ittle
petter: yet thers remalned of the fioor-
ng & web of charred and greasy tim-
pers Strong enough to sustain & man's
maight. Parr picked a gingerly way
put to the entrance hall, found the
tairs rnegotiable, d within a wvery
iftle time was climblng out on the roof
rough a broken skylight. Nor was
e In any way surprised to .find the
tittle on tha roof of the corner house
ppen—recently broken open, if he read
he pigns aright.

Stealthily, then, automatic In . hand,
Captain Parr Ist himsslf down jnio

at ostensibly vacant realdence, stole

through the upper hallway,” and
nly threw open the door to ons of

e TEAr rooms.
. Simultaneoualy a lttle man who had
n kneeling at ons of the shutterad|
indows swung round, and whiDped
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at Parr from a heavy revol-
shed with a Maxim sllencer.
answering shot rang

loud. The little man dropped his revao
y and sub d into a curiously di
l¢d heap, Ite dead The c:
delayed only long enough to make sure
that there was no othar occupant of
the room, and to varify the fact, which
he had all along i, that the
murderer was o Japanese,

bl t here to dlscourage any attempt

to break Into that wvault,” he

“That means the enemy hox
surprised our secret—Is probably even
now rylng to gef away with the
loot. . .

Throwing open the shutter, he called
to Ryley in the garden that the danger
had been done away with, then turned
and seat himeelf to hasty exploration of
the cornar house.

He found no Hving soul therain, but
every evidence that many had beén in
Inwless possession of the premises not
long since The place had besen gutted
of its furniture, the trall of whose hasty
removal led Parr to and through the
front door.

AS he ranp out into the avenue a cas-
uval-minded policeman, strolling past,
saw B and stopped and stared

“And where might you be goln' mo
held?" ha inguired with slaborate sar-
casm—"with a pun in ¥yo hand—this
bright and early mornin

Parr Ignored tha sarcasm, and lost
no time about persuading the man of
his bona rldes,

“Have you noticed anybody
this house?’ he pursued.

“I"'ve noticed adbout two dozen leaving
it—and theat's ab t all they dld leave
A big guy bossin 1¢ iob tells me the
Japanese Consul has purchazed tha
property and is moving every stick out
before, refurnishing, Three wvan-loads
they carted away—and in a hell of a
rry they weres, at that.”
“And you stoad by and let
away with jt? -
*“What business was {t of
Parr hasttly pocketed his

slay the fellow then and
“*Which way did they go?
The policeman obligingly Jerked a
thumb westwards, “They mnade off
that way,” sald he. *“But where they
were bound, I dunno.”™

Farr fancied he could hazard a shrewd
guess, He ran hastily across the ave-
nue and down the side strect.

And, 8o running, he disappeared for a
time from human ken.

The Hole In the Wall.

Ignoring ths protests Mr. Byley,|
Patria crept along under cover of tha|
wall to the winacw through which zhe|
had watched Parr disappear, and
¢limbed through,

Just why she elected to follow him
she could hardly have said. Thare
lurked in the back of her mind a half-
formulated thought that he was ex-
posing himsalf to grave danger In her
service, and that she shouldn't permit
Iim to brave it alone. But she could
ngver have explained how she reckoned
he? soclefy would mitlgate his danger.

She was Inslde the house before she
appreciated that =Me had vielded  to
what was most probably a “foolish im-
pulse. But then pride forbade a re-
trent even as curiosity urged her on.
She turned to the stalrway and, once
she had surmounted the difficultios of
the fow lower steps that had been
snawed away by flamea, was not long
in finding the eama way up to the roof
that Parr had found. But she moved
with lees confidence than he, and mso
wans soma five minutes after him in de-
scending Into the corner house,

The first thing to greest her as ghe
hurried through the upper haliway was
the grinning mesk of a dead Japaness
huddled up on the floor of the back
room;: and turning from this in dread
and disgust she ran blindly down ths
stalrs. But she discovered no slgn of
Captain Parr—or indeed of anybody
else—and though she stopped at the
ont door long enocugh for & hasty
glance.-out into the avenue, the man
she sought was by that tims several
bilocks away.

But this she couldn’t know; and be-
Heving that he must satill ‘be somewhers
in the house, she pursued her investign-
tions; in the course of which, descend-
ing to the cellar, she discovered Irre-
futable avidence of what Parr had sur-
mined to hls own- satisfaction, {f he
hadn't stopped to verify it, that thea
treasure vault of the Channing house
had been looted through a breach In
the connecting wall -

How the thisves had got hold of that
sacret—which she had supposed to ba
private to herself, Captsin Parr and
the Secret Service operatives—Patria
could by no means guess. But thare was
the broken wall to prove they had; and
beyond it, clearly revealed |n lamplight,
that sacked vault yawned, despoiled of
all fts store of gold and securities,
hopelessly empty, If from swept
and garnished,
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She needed almost a
she comprehended her danger Then
her eyes followed the fuse to the desti-
natlon of that slowly spUrk
of fire—to a bundle of sulph yior:
sticks which she knew Intuitively
dynamite.
‘hen the wvault
gorenms, answered
yond the atee

& match @ne

This done, he
into the adloining
his vicetim to ceris

minute
et

crawling

echoed with
Y vVolcea f
und

Ryleay and i
work with the ac
fame already
hrough the metal as though
rapier machae.

But, howesver
could not poasibly be swift
compass Patria’s saivation.
fore the Secret Service men
to enter the vault and they
wonld srased by that Imminent
plo=ion.

Of a audden the girl stilled her
In her struggles she had freed one hand
from its bonds., And in the pocket of
her coat, ronvenlient to that band, lay
the dainty little revolver I had on
3§ ched up her

ir in Newport the nish ore.

There way J a chance. was

fair shot, the Tuse
urning. It could only

o break it with & bullet., . . .

Working the weapon with great diM-
culty out of her cket, she nlmed as
bast she might and fired.

Twice she missad But the third bu
let struck the fuse fairly and saapped
it in twaln.

Then the Tevolver slipped
nerveless grasp and she sank
conscious In her bonds

Thus Ryley und the others found
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rapidly it worked,

it

bea

on

and

from
back

before
|
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s Whan, some 10 minutes latar,
| len roke through the steel! door.
3 n air of the garden revived
. By the time a cab had been called
19 had recoverad sufficiently to ap-
preciate that Captaln Parr had disap-
enred. .
Her Inst Instructions to Ryley were
i le and direct:
‘“The money
BHut

they at

dossn’'t matter. . . .
never rest till you've found Cap-
o

Parr!

tain

THE SANDAL
Luck of a sort played into thoe hands
of Captain Parr that morning. He
found no difficulty about trailing three
heavy-laden moving wvans across the
wer West Bide to the waterfront,
where he arrived In time eaven to sce
last of the vans, now smpty, whip
briskly out of a plerahed and up the
at,

Delaying only long enough to note
3 llcense number of the vehicle, he
rted briskly into the plershed and at
retion Jost himself among its
shadows; in which business luck—of &
sort—again was with him. or he
barely escapad belng spotted by two
| arly grim and repulsive-look-
ing Japanese, who had appar-
been po d sar the entrance for
oXpress purp of preventing es-
It 50 happened that Parr en-
the precige moment when =
some sort from the far end
of the dock drew the attention of the
two. As they turnsd to look back he
dodged In behind a mountain of bar-
i and made his furtive way on into

i gloomy 1ot r of the structure.
t was a bus la a-roar with the
Ivitles of a multitude of longshore-
On elther side steamers were
cargo, with every Indication
effort to get finished with
and away. But which waa
Abourd one tha Channing “Pre-
ieas” Fund had been stowed and
ntly would be outward bound
was well persuaded of that. But
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king in the darker reccsses of
he spled vighantly.
Presently a lull fell In the sound and
of cargo Inding on one aide of
t pler. Preparations were mades to
ake in the gangplanks - Dock laborers
oncerned themsalves with the cabhles
moored the veanel Its
throated whistle blasted a warning
once, twice and agaln. Down the pler
n alertly the two Japaness who had

the shed,

fu
t
t
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ithat

deep- |

r Wrth o Termrnoling

stood gunrd near its entrance As they
Jumped aboard the last gangflank was
| withdrawn., THhe vessel began to sheer
away from the pler.
: FParr hastened to the nearest opening
and walted there till, overhead, an
|r.[:¢-n cargo port in the ship's painted
flank moved past At peril of his lirs
| he leaped., caught the lower llp of the
| ing, and serambled aboard, to'find
gelf io ‘tween-décks gloon-—ahd
definitely committed to the moat des-
perate adventure of his history. Let hrs
presence aboard that vessel be sus-
ed, and the most optimistic of In-
anrance actuaries would rate his life
the worst of risks,

It seemed fmpossible that he could
have ezcaped observatjon. Yet, appar-
ently, he had; nnd that deapite the fact
that not far distant a number of efli-
clent, deadly little Japanese deckhanas
were busy stowing cargo at the bahest
of a boatewaln,

Flat on his stomach, Parr squirmed
to a temporary refuge amid a nest of
bales.

Eavesdropping
converaation of
lenrned all he
covered that
aboard the

attentively upon the

the deckhands, he
neaded to know—dils-

he had stowed away
“gandal" of TYokohama,
bound for Vera Cruz: that she had
snilad with considerable suddenness,
three davs befors her scheduled salllng
date: that she ecarried passengers of
same importance (but these were nol
named) and a cargo conslsting of arms
and ammunition for the Carransista
forces; flnally, that a treasure of vaast
value had besn brought aboard at the
last moment and stored in a strongly
gunrded stateroom in the officers’ quar-
ters,

As the freighter drew out to mid-
stream and began to drop down the
rivar the deckhands trotted off on other
business nand left the stowaway to di-
gest his information and formulate his
plans.

The Jast proved mno easy matter.
What one man could be expected to
accomplish agalnst a shipload was =
riddle that baffled Parr's wits for the
best part of a long bour Satisfied
that tha Channing tresaura had been
brought ahoard the “Sandal,” and quite
read:” to belleva that Baron Hurokl and
his pet Mexican, Senor Jusn de Lima,
had mnot only been actively concerned
in its theft, but had sailed in charge ot
{it, he still fafled to puxsie out any
feasibla way to Inform the authorities
and cause the detention of the freighter

'NEWS FROM OREGONIAN FOLK IN

NEW YORK CITY

(Cantinuad

From Firat
2ir Cecil and Lady Sprir
iIs surmised that the wedd
is to be In Aprii, will take pince
embassy. Runior has 1t th
young coupla will
immediatety after the
- -

A novel affort to ralss money is ba-
ing made by «ome of the young wamen
members of the Vacation Association,
who enjoy the bepefits of that organi-
zation. They are attempting to raise
& mile of pennies_.which would be the
equivalent of 3300, By the holding of
weekly dances, to which an admission
of 16 cents, to be pald In niea, Iy
charged. The *Buy a Day' campsaign,
which is mesting with such great suc-
cess, is also for the benefit of the Va-
cation Association. Some Interested
individuals have not been content with
the pfifchase of but one day, and have
taken a full week,

~

A very large representation of Ore-
goniang attended the Jast of the Bun-
day “at homes" glven by Miss Emelle
Frances Pauer, during the month of
January. These recepiions, which are
annual affalrs, are loaked forwerd to
by leading musicians off the metropolls
as well az by the laymon lovaras of mu-
sic, ax A common meeting ground of
deilghtful informality. Among those
present were Mrs., Fanny Carson Plate,
Mrs, 8. Z. Mitchell, Mrs. A. J Meler,
Mrs. Henry Haussman, Mlisa Margery
Haussman, Mrs, C. M. Maxwell, Mra,
May Dearborn Schwal, Miss Ruth
Frances Miller and Mr. ané Mrs. George
Black,

Mrs. Alex Bernstein and Migs Bauer
entertained on Thursday afternoon In
honor of Mrs. A. J. Meler, Mrs. Abe
Meler, Mrs, Max Flelischner and Captain
Samuelson at a box party at Carnegle
Hall to heir the Symphony Orchestra,
with Mischa Elman as soloist.

- - -

Mr. and Mra. J. Clamaon left Naw
York this weelk afier s stay of & month
in the metropolis. From here they
want to Pittsburg, where they will re-
main for & few days, and than will ac-
company Daniel Clamson, father of Mr.
Clameon, nud another brother and his
wife te Southsrn Callfernia. Danle!
Clemson, who i one of the leading

and it

at 1}
le a for England
ceremony.

-

financlers

in vary rob
of &

has mot been
st health since the death
hi¥ wife, about a ysar ago, and It
hoped that this trip to the land of
nshine will be of material benefit to
him.

of Pittsbhure,

and Mrz. Pierre L. Barbey are

& the most populidr of the younger

ed set at Palm Beach and are in-

d In all of the season’'s festlvities.

»¥ @are both very fond ef outdoor

sports and Mrs. Barbey Is one of the
leading surf-boat ridtng‘ enthusiasts.

- -

Mr.

“Mrs. John Bell, who spent several
weeke with her dauvghter, Mrs. B Z.
Mitchell, 15 now staying with another
daughter, Mra, C. M. Maxwell, at her
apartment at 490 West End avenue.
Mrs, Bell is in splendid health and goes
for dally drives,
- - -

Miss Ruth Gutty (= taking s post-
graduste courge at Columbia College,
in this elty.

- - -

Mrs, A, J. Meler, Mr, and Mrs. Abe
Meler and Harold Meler intend leaving
New York about the middle of the
present month for their home in FPort-

land.
. . .

Mrs, J. D, Farrell has altersd her
original plans, which would have taken
her back to Portland immediately, and
wlill remain In the Enst for the present,
an there Iz & possibility of Mr. Farreil
jolning her here. Miss Helen Farrell,
who is a student at Miss Baldwin's
school, near Bryn Mawr, = spending a
few days with her mother at the Plazs.

- - -

A. J. Burke, a2 prominent wool man
of Portland and of Pendleton, Is at the
Hotel Astor. He and Isidorse Koshland,
who Is likewlse at the Astor, eXpect to
leave for the qut.méy in the week.

Mrs, Thomas Honeyman iz at the
Hotel Gotham, where Mra. David Lewis
will Join her in & few days. Mrs. Hon-
eyman plans to return to Portland very

shortly.
.

Mrs. Bernard vers, of Portland, ac-
companied r:,nt her brother-in-law,
Gearge Albe Beattls, and
and :nuth-r brother, Frank ‘

San Francisco, have been spending the
past two weeks in thls city, attending
the opern and theaters, and particlpat-
Ing in ths Winter Ealeties. From haere
the entire party will go to Washing-
tan, D,-C,, then to varigous other citles,

to their homes.
- - -

Mr. and Mrs. Max Hirsch arrived on
Thuraday and are at the Hoteal Bilt-
more. They expect to remain abtout a
month.

Robert 8. Whitehouaes, of Portland,
ia st the Hotel Manhattan.

Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Armnstrong are at
the Hotel Savoy for a short visit

Mrs. A. B. Palmer, of Portland, s at
the Hotel Belmont.

Mrs, Isam White and Miss Eadith
Nanz, who have spent the past month
at the Hotel Biltmore in this city, left
esarly in the week for Palln Beach,
where they will remaln for two or
three weeks, aftar which they will re-
turn to Portland to prepare for a trip
to the Orient, -

Glen Milier, who was In New York
for the Automobile Show, left ssveral
daye ago for the West,

Fred D. Swasey 18 at the Hotel Me-
Alpin.

Mr. and Mra. Henry R. Hoyt, of No.
2 East Seventy-fifth street, entertained
at the opern, on Monday of the weask,
n party Including their daughter, Mra.
Henry L. Corbstt. Mrs, Corbett, who
prior to hér marriage was an active
member of the Junlor League of this
¢ity, has many frlends In the metropo-
lls, who eagerly anticipate her wvisits
to her old home. -

The small son of Mrs. & Unandar has
now entirely recovéred from his In-
dlsposition and ghe Is once more able
to take part In the social activities of
the Winter, =

Prank Waterhouse, of Ssattle, and
Miss Mary Waterhouse are at the Van-
derbilt.

Mr. and Mrs. Elsasser, who are weall
known in Portland, where they have
visited frequently, are at the Hotal
Astor for a few weeks" stay, 1

Ludwigz Hirseh will leave shortly for
California, where he will be joinad by
Mrs. HI and

rach, together they w E
to Del Monte ldnrtﬂ.l.r.hwrr:

incinding New Orleans, and a number |
of Southern resorts, before “réeturning |

and tha arrest of the thiaves without
sacrificing the neck of Donald Parr.

Huddied in the shelter of the bales,
the young man commanded a view
through the cargo pert: and hia
thoughtful gaze had long been fixed
upon that breadth of harbor water siip-
ping past so slowly and steadily befors
he distflled an inspiration from its hue.

And even as he began to take cognl-
zance of the fog, Parr heard the jJingle
of signals in the engipe-room below his
hiding piace. And Immediately 'Lh-:i
pulsings of the engines ceased For n
little the “Sandi™ drifted with steadily|
slackening way. Then the anchor was)
dropped, with chain roaring through!
hawse-holes, and Lha freighter settled
down to walt the lifting of the fom.

In this combination of circumstances
Parr thought to see his chance. The|
ship could not be far from land; and
he was a strong swimmear. If he couild
=lip unseen over the side and awim to|
the shore, or even to a friendlier ves-)
sel's decka. . . .

With evefy precaution, he =stols out
to the main deck and—was lpstantry
asplied by a barefootsd little momkey of
a sallor. whose shriek of warning rang
out the instant his vision comprehended
the face of a stranger.

Falling In an attempt fo galn the
side—his way barred by.balf a dozmen
Japanesa who seemed vertitably to
spring up fpom between deck, scams—
Parr took flight to the bridge deck by
way of & most convenlent tompanion-
ladder; but galning It only to find his
plight nothing bettered: willilng littls
ageacsing made toward him from fere
and aft the moment he appeared,

His mext resort was ons of despara-
tign. Charging through a stalercom
ddor half open to the deck, he slammed,
bolted it and swung round to find him-
self in the wireiess room, confronted
by a Japaness operator who seemed to
lack something of the readinesas of his
tellows, since he falled to recover from
his surprise before Parr had him cov-
ered with hls automatie, -

Blows on the panels of the door were
sounding as Parr backed the littie
brown man into his chaig and with a
significant gesture of the plstol com-
manded:

“Take my dictation!
fio shananigan! I can
ing by earl™

The

And, mind you,
read your send-

operator nodded; hls aslander,
deft fingers gripped keys and switches
His eyes he kept steadfast to the face
of the American while the latter dig-
tated., and the erash and craokie of the
spark filled that parrow space with
false thunder

When a shuttered port behind Parr's
head was broken in, and a revolver|
through the opening stamped & cold
ring on hia temple, he &t »d dictat-
ing, dropped his pistel elevated
both hands,

At the same times the
operator lunged forward
clipped Parr's walsf w
arms, and bore him to

The Needle in the Harstack.
when Patria's

“allud

1ittla. wireless |
from his chalr,
h two Slnewy
the floor.

It was midafterncon
muald answered a knocl
and brought back to the semli-
girl an envelops of the Marconi com-
pany.

Tearing it open, Patria read hasti
an unfinished message:

“Miss Patria Channing.

"Ritz-Carlton, New Yeork

“Fog-bound Iin lowe aboard
Jepaness frelght steamer: Treas-
ure aboara Teall Ryley.

There wWias no
needed. Tossing '
maid, Patria turned
to the clothing Anule
bed preparatory to
ments up.

“Help me into this immediatoly.”

Elr] inslsted, making a sclection. “Tt

if you can get Mr. Ryley on the tele-|
phone, read him that message—and say
I've started to answer It In persen. No
—don't ask questions. Juat finlah dress-
ing me—and don't bother.” :

But before long Patria
her dressing of her own
Selze the teléphone and
tion WwWith a yacht c<lub
woere moored in the Hudnon
ftrom Claremont.

A taxicab whose chauffeur risked his
llcanse for a lady's whim beore her u
town with such expedition that, in
than 20 minutea from the time she had
telephoned, she hurried down the gang-
way (o a [loat, beside which walted
motorboat bulilt on racing linea.
Two mechanics were tuning up tho
motor. Impatiently walting till they
pronounced it fit, Patria refused their
further services, jumped into the boat
and ordered it cast off |

Not until It was well away—so far
distant that the fog ad hlotted the
clud landing out astern—gld she fesl
consclous of any lessening of meryous
tenslon. Now at least—littla a8 she
could poxsibly hope for, who must
grope blindly over blind mea for a
Eoal of uncertain whereabouta—she
was dolng what she could; she was
trying to find the man who had proved
himself never for an instant unready
to rizk his life in her Interests, and

at
tracted

g
in frantle

had L
hanging

Interrupted
volitiom to
ure
whoase f{loata
not Ifar

He

p-

leas
leas

whose life, she mever doubted, was now |*

more grimly imperiled than [t ever yet
had been.

And even though she were to find
bim, by some wild whir]l of tha wheel
of chance t0 come upon that wvessel
of 8ll those hundreds which haunted
that fog-bound harbor—what then
could she do?

8he nevar stopped to gquestion her|
ability to aid the man or hinder his
enemies and hers; if she wera hap-
pily to ba permitted to do anything
helpfuli it would only be when she had
found this man wWhoe (sha was now
ready to admit) meant more to her than
all the treasure in the world. It wasa|
her business first to find him, then
to fret about resouing him.. . . .

Once throush the Narrows, howevar,
ogpte astray in the lower bay, she pez-
force slowed down, for very lack of
any means of guessing where to turn.
And for & apace of time that stemed
many Weary hours she wandered hither
and yon over the face of that sullen
sexn, aimlesgly save as she essayed ever
and again to trace soma fog-warning
to its source, in the forlorn bopea that
it might prove 10 be the floatling prison
of her lover.

Is there a3 Providence In especial
charge of lovers? Who shall deny the
fact? What else led Patria’s errant
boat to that quarter of the harbor
where Ilany the Sandal

She found berseif at length staring
with Incredulous eyes up at that name
lettered in faded gold across the stern
of an idle vesse

Quite automatically she shut off the
purring of her motor. Under decreasing
momentum the small boat moved quick-
1y round the bulk of the larger, while
ghe stared and wondered to see no curi.
ous head peéring dowmn at her over
that high rall >

It seemed her approach must

have

| her wall.

| fore

| Sandal’s

| fla
| mercifully anody L r hea

connec- |

1 e

| for a moment

been unnoticed. Sha Yleard peveny a
sound, saw never a sign of any hurpan
thing sbout the fraighter. And pires-
ently she awumng her almost wayljass
craft in under the slda of the anchoked
ship, 'and. rising, flshed with a boht-
hook for a loop of cable that hiing
untidily from an open pert. Catching
this, she made palnter fast, and with
Hittle Qiffieulty scrambled up the aide
and In through the port—to recelva 'a
grinning welcome from half a dozom
Japaness sailors who bad been patient-
1y waliting.

Her disgust was as extreme as
efforts to escape were unavalling. She
was promptly selzed, If not ungently.
and escorted up from the lower deck
to be presented to the captain at the
foot of the bridge companion ladder.

From this personage sha recelved a
courteous bow, n sharp serutiny, scant
considaration. - For though he had an
intelligent face and looked and carried
himself like s man of education, he
refused flatly to understand English
or to regard heor as anything more than
gome strange stray of tho sea. A few
brusque commands in his Japanese, and
Patria was led off to be locked up in
a small, neat statercom overlooking tha
upper deck

If they had countad on any lack of
courage and resource as an infirmity of
her sex, these Japanese hag reckoned
without Patria. Zhe was no sooner
alone than alert to find a way of es-
cape. The door was stout and stoutly
locked, but the shuttered port seemed
a frall barrier to ono of the least de-
termination.

Before attacking 1t, however, she
took the precaution of allpplng off her
saport skirt., for the greater freadom of
her slender, knilckerbockered legs If by
any chance she should *be suffered to
aacape the stateroom,

Then walting till she heard no sound
of any wvolce or footfall on the deck
beyond the shutter, she¢ shattered this
with two sharp blows of a stool—and
zxnz through the opening in a twink-
ing.

An instant more and she ha@ leaped
upon the rall and was poised to dive.
An officer made for her as she hesi-
tated thera transiently to measure the
distance to the water. But hig arms,
that would have drawn her bmck In
thelr embrace, hugged only alr; Patria
was "already unde water.

She came up within two yards of her
motor-boat, struck out, and was slimb-
ing its gunwales when several other
splashes alongside gave warnimge that
the pursult had taken to the witer as
cheerfully as she,

It this extromity tha boathook Earved
She clouted more thrin one
close-shaven, browniah poll wit it and
planted Itz point agalnst the chest of
more than one who sou follow
her over the side of her u or-bosyt, he-
ehe could got the ing.
And when that hap d she Ept a
tasts of what Japan's sentment ruight
mean,

For as she gheared
craft gatherad speoad,
lets spattered round
frelghter's decks.

But their aim was indifferent, Patrin
was too gulckly lost In the fog

Sunset and Clearing Skica,
In a pitchy dark comp
hold,
Donald
s, little temp
but
blow on
in the

hep

engine

off and her &mall
shower of Pxul-
ed from Ehe

riment

of the

sami-conscious
tha
wirele L]

ths scuf-
had proved
hﬂd l“‘l‘r-
arely anhandl re ironed and.

rizoned.

Now he had knowle
whereabouts—aa
from bllge—or of how long
these losensible,

Vaguely he apprehended that the ship
was once more under steam. -But he
suffered too much to reason from this
that the fog must have Llifted. . . .

It i, In fact, only just lifting at

2t hour. And as the evening

breeze galned strength and swept clear

1 faee of the mea, It showed thoxe on

dai’'s bridge the slander, grace-

ite shape of a Naval BResarve

standing between her and the
son.

s not far

s had lain

ha

open

Abi the cutter Patria Channing
indi d the freighter with a trem-
bling hand.

A moument later a two-pounder spoke
from the cutter's deck and its shot
apped neatly beneath the Sandai’as
bows.

the freizhter had drifted al-
: ar inshore during
whilesthe cutter

She would need

which to Iay her
the Japan —maore
than the Japaneses

requirs in which to land her
boats on the nearbdy, low-lying

And the crew of the freighter,
more than her passengers, desired
to bscome prisoners of the United
Htntes G nment.

Thera fo wed, conssquently, soma-
thing of a scramble aboard the Sandal
But her boats were launched quickly
in =aillorly fzshion, and were act-

heading shoreward and pulling
! by the time the cutter's were well
itarted townard their destination.

. Japanesse sbandoned
ald Parr was briefly
sntertained by a fugitive caller.

A manhole above his head was sud-
denly opened. An active little officer
slipped down the iron ladder to tha
plates whereon the American rested.
Without not ng Parr in any way, ths
olficer moved off into the gloom, and
was busy in €ome mys-
He reappeared, pur-
of pgushing water,
the ladder, reclos-

several

own
shore.

fashion.
_ a nDolse
armed briskly
ng the manhole,

Parr moved unesasily in his froms.
cold water wan swiftly enveloping his
body In a pool. Then abruptly he un-
derstood, and with desperate effort got
upon his feet, His tongue clove to the
roof of his mouth and his heart was
like a mad thing In his breast,

¥or the seacocks had bheen opened to
souttle the ship—and hs was penned in
there to dle by drovwning in the dark.

Wihen the Naval Reserve men opened
the manhole they Found Parr clinging
with his manaclisd hands to the nppers
rungs of the ladder his head barely out
of water.

But he wasn't long about regaining
his poise when they bore him up to
Patria on "'the deck. Undesr the Influ-
ence of that surprise he was even abla
to muster a flickering smile when the
Heutenant in command of the boarding
pargy laughingly explained that his
life had never bsen In real danger,
sincelthe Japanhese had tried to scottie
tha Sandai at a point 20 shoal that she
could not have sunk, or even have Chiled
beyond the point the waters had
reached when Parr was rescued.

As for the treasurse—that was saved
without any joas whatsoever.

(To be continnped.)
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