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PRICE OF AUTOS TO

BE HIGHER FOR 1917

Models

Average of Various
$87 More Than in 1916,
&« New Lists Show.

MATERIAL COST IS REASON

Cars, However, Will Be Better Than

Ever, Due to Improved Methods
of Produoction and Workman-
ship—Average Now $16G87.

PY WILLIAM K. GIBBS,
In Wew York Show Number of “Motor Age™

Fluctuations in the value of stocks
meem to find a parallel In the sellin
prices of motor cars.
that tells you, Mr. Consumer, what
changes have taken plsce In ear prices
sinte Lthe exchange ¢losed on 191€ and
apsned on the morning of announce-
ment for 1917 car models, showas that
stock to have gone up 87 polnts—a
point In this Instance beigg a dollar.
Last yenr you were able to buy cara at
an average price of $1600 flat, but If
¥ou buy now you must pay an AVerage
price of $1687. Agezin, it may be wise
to buy early, for few manufacturers are
wililng to assure you that a higher
average ;al;!-'*c- will not come until &
:nw igsue of cars comes onto the mar-
pat,

Last year you were a bull: now yYou
nre a bear in the parlance of the stock
exchange. It is hardly likely that you
will become a buil in the very near fu-
ture, all Congressional and Cabinet
leaks that have developed notwlithe-
mianding. The motor car market s
Tairly stable. Flurries do not come
overnight. Last year it was a process
of greater production that lowered the
nvarage price of cars to $1600 after an
nverage of $3005 had been established
in 1915. The season before us—1917—
offers an centirely different reason,
Which Is that the cost of materials en-
tering into car construction—almost all
of the many component parts are af-
fected—cannot be -bouzht for anything
like the price that prevalled even a
FEeAr ngo, -

FProduction Forges Ahead,

¥ou sro not to understand froom thls
thnt productlon has not forged ahead.
It has. Jf it wers not for the fsct that
productison has forged ahesd the in-
creases necessury to offset the higher
Cost of material would bhe muceh in ex-

«ess of the present figures, When It
comes Lo [ncrea in price of motor
cuars one maturally expects, or at least
should expect these to bs In units of
360, $75 or $100, when consideration Is
taken of the ratio of percentages in

Increase of almost every other commod-

ity tloday, yet from the increases an-
nounced so far It seems evident that
the car manufacturers are taxing the

CORSILINeT 0§
& reasonable moargin of profit, and are
content wtih adding just what the extra

cost is to them, since one increase s
ax low as $10 and others are $15, 335,
§40, $55, etc.

Practieally all of the manufacturars
who have announced increases, elither
now or to become affective In the warly
Winter, that are In exceas of 3200, could
be counted on one's fingers, the mn-
Jority of tho inoreases not being In ex-

ciésg of $100, Ninetesan-fifteen devel-
oped the fact that the averags price
of cars, taking the touring car as an
averags oar, was $2006, Then 19818
showed a big drop in average price—
$4050,

Machinationa of Moloch, since July,
1n1%, which have made milllonaires and

paupers of Amerieans with greater ra-
pldity than any one factor in the hias-
tory of the world, are wholly respon-

gible for the increase In the cost of ear-
making material. All metalis that find
plice In motor-car construction are
higher than at any time since motor
vehickes made their bow to the warld.
It would bLe diffficult to concalve why
prices on cars have not gone farther
giyward were it not for one thing—
Egreater production.
Greater Production Apparent.

Threughout the entire organisation
of each car factory every one has en-
deavored to work toward a higher
grade product with as little additional
cost to the car buyer as possible.
Makers have not been blinded by the
thought of maintaining a price that
would be the same as last years st a
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2-Ton Sterling Master -hr Trucks, a‘ by 8’!‘ SIDE l?‘l'EL CO Portiand, Or.

Koehring Machine Co., Northwest
250-270 Hawthorne Ave.
25, 3V5, 5 AND 7-TON UNITS
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maker knows that the product must
be kept at a2 high standard, or made
somewhat better than the preceding
model to maintain sales,

The elasticity of the dollar s con-
siderably maora reduced as the 1917 sen-
son opans than was the case at the be-
ginning of 1%16. The dollar's presant
purchasing power s conaiderably be-
low the par established a year ago, yet

kigh, and it ean truthfully be sald that
the high-priced car of 1917 is corre-
spondingly bettter In the sama ratio
that the present popular-priced vehicle
bears toward the-highest-priced car of
five years ago.
More Cars Now Under $1000.

Even though ¥you have been told thau

the average price of 1017 cars is

|

| study.

STYLES IN MOTOR CAR BODY

What i=
ear and a salon touring car?

is close to the divided front
In front of the front seat.

Touring Car—An open car
trance to tonneau.

=04

with or without separate
Convartible Touring
appearing or removable glass
Sedan—A closed car seating fo

sl

able sedan top.

to tha back.
Limousine—A touring car

Open Limousine—A touring
disappearing or removabies
limousine

Erougham—A with

inside and driver's seat outside.

A i B b o '70.”'0-.‘0—.0—0—. -ty

the difference between a coupe and a coupelet,
Here

distinctions officially determined recently by the nomenclature di
f the Society of Automobils Enginsers:
er—An open car seating two or three. It may have addi-
tiona)l sests on running boards or in rear deck.
Coupslet—Basats two or three. It has u folding top and full-height
doors with disappearing pancisa of glass
Coupe—An Inside-operated, inclosed car seating two or three, A
fourth szat facing backward is sometimes added.
Convertible Coupe—A roadster provided with a detachable coupe
top.
Clover Leaf—An open car se#aling three or four. The rear seat

seating

Sealon Tourlng Car—A touring ¢ar with passage between front seats,

entrance te

sar—A, touring car with folding top snd dis-
1

ur or more all in one compartment
Convertible Sadan—A aalon touring car

Open Bedan—A gedan so constructed that the sides can be removed
or stowed 50 as to leave the space entirely clear from the glasa front

seating three to five inside,
er's seat outside, coverad with a roof.

car with permanent standing top and
rinss sides,

Begline—A llmousine having the driver's seat entirely inclosed,

no
Landaulet—A clored car with folding

)

TYPES OFFICIALLY DEFINED.

a

&

touring

it is, with other body

H}:’:d entrance is only through doors

four or more, with direct en-

to front sents

provided with a detach-

with driv-

roof over the driver's seat

top, seats for thres or mors

[ I R R e R e e e S R R S ]

|

the product of the car factorics has
been enhanced In wvalue by the addl-
tional ressarch and experiment con-
ducted In the twelve-month. When you

eit beshind the wheel of a 1917 model
and begin your annual drive, you will

little deeper Into the bank account than
you figured you would. When you di=-
cover that, perhaps the additional cost

mind.

tordom, one fact stands out prominent-
ly. The present popular-priced car, and
by that I mean those listing from §
toc $1500, if put In the acales of av
azse with a car costing four or flve
times as much filve or elx years Ago,
the balance would almost invariably
be in favor of the neweor creation.
The high-priced car of 1917 and the car
of equal price half u decade ngo hove
littla in common. We have only to look
at the §5000 car, or one of higher price,

find you have better value than you|
had In tha beginning of 1918, aven
though you did have to dig down a|

will not be a disturbing factor in your|

Looking back over the span of mo-|

] higher than the averagze for 1916, thare
i# no cause for alarm, and you who
have hoarded your loosa change
the idea in mind of sporting a new mod

with

Jo[ during the eariy Spring will have
plenty of cars to choose from, in fact, |
| there are more listing nuder the J1000
mark than there ware a ysur ago. For
1917 there are 66 models in four-eylin- |
der cars and 12 glx-cylinder models |
from which to make a cholee. Last
| year thersa were only 49 four and 11
sixas, |

It might not be amiss to tell In a|
story of this kind just what the in-|
dustry dld In 1916 In the way of nniﬁa.:

The yenr Just closed was a record ons

B0 far as sales wers concerned, the
progress atiained being as great as
that of any other American industry.

Retall sales of motor cars in 1916 were |

no indication that the demand for =
relinble, service-giving, power-driven
vehicle that has teken such an import-
nnt place In the work of transporting
rapidly and economically a big propor-|

in excess of §1,000,000,000, and there in|;

countries of the world,
decline,

Figures that are a veritable romance
in business, and which ashow that the
sales of last yenr excesded 1,800,000
passénger and commercial wvehicles,
with & retal]l value of more than §1.-
000,000,000, and an average price of ap-
proximately $672, make Interesting
The average price for passenger
vehicles, considering the total volume
gold, was §605, a littie over one-third of
the average price of each make of car
produced.

It seems apparent that the real
answer to the motor trade prosperity
I the one maglc word, “service.” Just
iong as the motor car can L(rans-
port the individual or freight mora rap-
idly and at & lower cost than any.other
type of vellcle, just so long will this

s mearing =a

as

country and the balance of the world
scrape up Its pennlies and hoard them
until they can buy some sort of a
motor vehicle. There are types for the

most fastidious—thoss who want all the
luxuries of the king's equipage, or those
who do not go In for pulchritude just

long as the particular vehicls thair
pocketbonk lets themr buy gets them to
thelr destination on time and with a
degree of comfort.

NEW LINES ARE ADDED

BALLOYT & WRIGHT, PIONEER FIRM,
MAHES ANNOUNCEMENT.

Speeinl Department Created to Handle
Emith Ferm-A-Truck—Racine
Tire Agency Is Taken.

——

The newest lines added by the plo-
nekr Portland wholesale automoblle ac-
house of Ballou & Wright are

CORBOTY

the Smith Form-A-Truck and the Ra.
ina tire,

F. H. Downes, head of the speclal de-
partment created to handle the Smith
Form-A-Truck, announces that in-
[ : are coming from all parts of

rthwest and that a large number
lers in various sections will come
to Portland to see the two samplea of
the Smith Form-A-Truck at the Port-
land Auto Bhow.

“We have Juest closed contracts with

the

of de

r5 at Burns, Hood River, The
g . Goldendale, Wash.; Xlamath
Falle, Medford and McMInnville and

cars will soon go forward also to deal-
ers Iln other parta of the territory,”
said Mr. Downes yesterday. “At the
present time the Smith Form-A-Truck
hment Is adapted to the Ford,
AMaxwall, Chevrolet, Dodge, Hupmobile
and Bultk, as well as all shaft-driven
Eallou & Wright have the selling
rights on the Racine tires rfor all of Ore-

sacrifice of guality, for every .car today to know why the price is that tion of the citizens of this and other gon Washingion and Idaho, as weall as
‘.ﬂlll“lil.llll“lllllllllllli Il|| L1
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This is a starter of a fleet of seven.
We build 1, 114, 2-ton attachments for ALL makes of cars, $350.00.

Western Oregon Truck Co.

SHIII Phones: Main 90, A 2442 JIHHINMIHIF. A. Hawks, Mgr.{if

Western Truck Attachments

A 2-ton Western Truck, with WesternDump, just delivered to the Edlefsen Fuel

Price $888, F. O. B. Portland.

] 22d and Kearney, at Palace
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WING IN OUR SALESROOM

. The Biggest Value in an Automobile at Any Price

THE PRODUCT OF EXPERIENCE

Cantilever
Springs

25 Miles to
Gallon of Gas

With Complete Electrical Equipment—2-Unit Starting and Lighting System
$630.00, F. O. B. Portland

Set of Tires

Look over the field—then visit our showroom and see if it is not an unpar-
alleled fact that no car within several hundred dollars shows these features,
which mark the Chevrolet as a high-quality car at the very bottom of price.

Consider the Motor—No car st the show within $200.00 of the Chevrolet shows the valve-in-head
motor, the most powerful and economical of all types. More than that, the Chevrolet valve-in-head
motor has a detachable head, which will cut many dollars from the cost of having valves reground
or in the annual overhauling. Our saléesmen point with pride to the small bore, the vacuum exhaust
and other features which indicate the high order of the engineering forces that back this wonderful
car, And then,

The Brakes—Few cars have the large brakes that make up but one of the safety features of this
car. The mechanic will state that they are much larger than practice says is necessary, which com-
bined with the light weight of the car, makes it positively safe on any grade and on any road.

The Oversize Idea—Is just typical of the car from stem to stern. It's the Chevrolet way of
building its prize model. All the way through you will find the crank shaft larger than practice
says it need be; the propeller shaft is larger than it has to be; the axles are larger than present-day
standards dee necessary to ecarry a car of the Chevrolet's weight over all roads. That is why
this little car, that is enjoying such phenomenal popularity in its second year, ig being looked to,
not as a follower of precepts, but as a maker of new standards.

Comforts—Every salosman at the show will talk of the comfort that has been bnilt into the new
model. You will never know how comfortably riding a car of suca light weight as the Chevrolet
can be made. It is the long cantilever eprings in back and a feature of spring construction in front
that takes out practically all the shocks. Chevrolet calls it a built-in shock absorber. It does for
the front end just what the cantilever does for the back end and loocks much the same—but;

We can never tell you all the good things that you will find in Chevrolet. You will have to come
and see the new models in our own show,

You may be about to buy a car of higher price. Or perhaps one of 1ower“p

it w

let. In either case it will be wise buying to see the Chevrolet and compare
tion. y

rice than the Chevro-
ith your first felec-

BENJ. E. BOONE & CO.

514 Alder Street Main 3966

Westarn Montana. The Racine is a me-
dlum-priced tire

mils guarantes for the mnon-skids nndi

treads, which are of wrapped tread
A 3600-mile guarantee for the plain

ronstruction.

which carries a 5000-
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The New Series
" FRANKLIN CAR

Embodies in its construction what is most desired by the
motorist.

SCIENTIFIC LIGHT WEIGHT—The Franklin Touring Car
weighs but 2280 pounds and is flexible and strong. Bodies,
enders, hood and dust shields are made of aluminum.

ECONOMY—Franklin owners average better than 10,000
miles to a set of tires, 20 miles or more to the gallon of
gasoline.

DEPRECIATION—The motorists’ greatest expense is far
less in the Franklin than in any other car selling for the same
price or more.

POWER—Series 9 Franklin cars have wonderful power, not
obtained by excessive high speed or large motor, but through
perfect balance, light weight and direct air cooling.

SATISFACTION AND COMFORT—A car that can be run
865 days in the year without any special attention, no fear of
freezing in Winter or overheating in Summer; free from me-
chanical and tire troubles; operating at an expense less than
any other car in the world; taking you over the roughest
roads without fatiguing you in the least; controlled without
an effort. Let us show you our new Series 9 Franklin.

BRALY AUTO COMPANY,
19th and Washington.

Main 4880—A 3881.
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