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GUIDING YOUTHFUL READERS

Actunl experience of the librarian of
the Chieago Public Library shows how
extansive are the possibilities of wise
guidance of the reanding taste of th?
young, A record has been kept of the
books called for by boys in the Cook
County Jail, to whom the velumes in
the llbrary had been made accessible,
and the selections made threw a good
denl of light on the tempérament of
those yvouths whose misdirected ener-

gles had brought them into the toils
of the Inw. It is of more than ordl-

nary significance that one of the books
near the top of the list is Kipling's
“Captains Courageous,” and that the

one thut led them all was a work of
stirring ndventure by Hex Beach, "“The
Barrier." “Around the World in
Eighty Days” had a largo following.
Signifleant titles, because of the

thread of relationship running through
them, were “Boys of the Rincon
Ranch,” "Boy Scouts of the Snowshoe
Lodge,” “The Boy Captain,” "Adven-
tures of Tom Sawyer,” “"Buck Peters,
Ranchman,” “Indian Fights and
IMighters.” “Michael Strogoff.” “Lives
of the Hunted"™ and “Daniel Boone,
Backwoodsman,” This is not a Hst
much as would cause npprehension in
the mind of the average thoughtfal
paurent whose boy hmd cultivited a
taste for reading of the kind; and it
must bo rememberoed that these young
readers were not lads in comfeortable
homes, but were serving sentences of
awaiting trinls for wvarious potty Iin-
fractions of the law. ’

The experiment showed, as will ap-
pear from an list of books, each of
which was reand by fiftecen or more
boys, that adventure universally ap-
peils to vouth. Seouts, captains and
Indinn fighters still have the same
frresistible drawing power of old.
“Ranch'™ is a word .of singular plz!]lng
quulity: it must he quite clenr to the
student of the juvenile bent that the
approximate syponym “farm" would
not have done the business. There is
about the “ranch"™ a strong flaver of
the West, while unfortunately but
truly the "farm” is nssociated with too
many chores, and chores, as every boy
knows, are drudgery. Similarly ref-
erence to the backwoods made the
boys curlous to read the bhook, "Tom
Sawyer,” though we who have read
it know its charm, ls by assoclation
with *“adventures” in the title un-
doubtedly elevnted above the reading
deadline. Of the same nature was
ssirensure Island,” for the very title
betrays it even to those who know lit-
tle or nothing of the literary crafts-
manship of Robert Louis Stovenson.
*The Call of the Wild"” had itas devo-
toes, und, indeed, bids fair to be-
come one of the juveniles of a coming
day. “Sir Nigel,” a wholesome book
for n boy to read, perhaps grined favor
because it had been filmed, and so
the name was familinr to many who
hid seen the billboards of the motion-
pieture thenters:; there would seem to

be no explanation in the name alone.$lce is put forth as the one hope.

Other books on the list bear out the
theory that it is adventure the boys
nra aft “With Kit Carson in the
Ttockie “Tha Lone-Star Ranger'
and *"Tha*"Wolf Hunters" wers well
toward the top It appears that boys
are not attracted by obvions adver-
tisement of the fact that books are
intended primoarily for thelr perusal.
Thus, the “boy's™ life of one man and
another scemed to have no message to
convey. The "“Boy's Tife of Grant”
rnd the “"Boy's Life of Edison” made
no impression; they did not have a
single call. Yet it is concelvable that
if the book had beoen called on the one
hand ““The Battles of General Grant,”
or on the other "“The Exciting Ad-
ventures of an Inventor,” there would
have beean a far different story to tell.
It is incidentally interesting that one
of the books quite generally called for,
although it was not among the truly
elect, was *"“The Cub Reporter.” This
aeain bears out the adventure theory,
for, ns averyone is supposed to know,
the cub reporter of fiction is always
into things and alwanys emerges tri-
umphant over all difficulties, which is
the =ime qua non of all good books for
the youne.

It is becoming quite clearly a duty
in the sslection of reading for youth
to recognize certain well-established
prineiples, chief of which Is the one
demonstrated by the Chicago expert-
ment, that the boy ean be led where
he cannot be driven, and that since
hea insists, in the pariance of the
stroet, thiat there shall “be something
doing all the time.” it is. far more
practicable to furnish him with clean
nction than to sentence him to the
reading of homilies which he neithet
values nor wants to understand. Life,
nfter all, hns adventure enough for
the most exacting; and it would be a
shame to deny to wvouth the right to
rend about jt, The antidote for the
dimea novel Is the cinssic meeting the
same fundamental requirement n 2
more Intelligent way., Chivalry is not
dend in the breasts of boys, They
like to read about the fight In which
the rules were fair and were scrupu-
lously observed, and the hero who is
magnanimous to the fallen foe still
wins theilr applause. So long as writ-
ers, and librarians, and teachers are
able to play up to this instinct., they
need have little fear of the effect of
ovag-excitement, And there are eo

"

many good books of ndventure that
it seems a pity that any other kind
is read.

The responsibility resting upon the
librarinn who undertakes a work of
this kind is made plain by the ex-
perience to which reference hns been
made. He found that, in addition to
the attraction of the mers title, boys
were much inclined to accept the ver-
dict of other boys as to the merits of
n book. Thus, by Inducing one or two
of the leaders among the youngsters,
boys of mora than ordinary intelli-
genca, to read such books as “"Captains
Courageous” and “Treasure Island”
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and *“'Sir Nigel,” it was possible to
“set a fashion” in reading in that cir-
cle and to attaln a really valuable re-
sult. It is probably true that the boy
who ever has read a wholesome book
of adventure is less likely to backslide
into the yellowbacks than one who has
been the subject of an effort to force
o precocious taste for so-called higher
things. With due respect for Richard
Baxter and John Bunyan, it will not
be overstating the cass to say that
“Everlasting Saints® HRHest” and *Pil-
grim’'s Progress" did more to kill the
reading habit in the youths of a pas{
generation than their authors accoms-
plished In the way of good.

MERELY ACADEMIC DISCUSSION.

In these topsy-turvy times one may easily
lose his bearings, so It may be regarded
an perfectly proper to risa to s question
of perzonal privilege, as they would aay in
the Legpisinture.

If A man s elected to office for a specific
purpose and on a specific pledye, |a he sup-
po=ed to follow that purpose and carry out
that pledge?

Wea amsk the question of Dr. J. Francis
Drake, the latesr elected member of thas
School Board.—From the Evening Telsgram.

What? A pledge, an ante-election
pledge, in these topsy-turvy times of
political consccration to lofty ideals of
personal and official conduct? Can
such things be? We are shocked.

We do not assume, of course,
speak for School Director Drake, but
we have an old-fashioned view of our
own pbout election pledges, which we
shall venture to enunciate.

If a pledge is publlcly made and a
candidate 1s elected to office, elearly
he ocught to carry it into effect, unless
changed circumstances justify him in
repudiating or forgetting it.

But if the pledge Is secretly made
to a cligue of backstairs supporters,
or to any hungry group of faver hunt-
ers, or to any wire-pulling gang of
political manipulators, or to any down-
cellar caucus of faction-breeders and
trouble-stirrers, we should say that it
is no pledge st all which an honorable
man ought to ohserve. It §s aside from
the point to say that he ought not to
have made it. Certainly not.

But of course we area discussing
genernlities, It would enlighten us
greatly if our neighbor, the Telegram,
would descend to details.

to

STRANGER THAN FICTION.

A "contemporary quotes a Senator
at Balem as saving that the stenog-
rapher employed by the president of
the Senate two years a&go drew extra
pay from the state for taking care of
the president’s baby while hs and his
wife attended a ball,

The refreshing comment that fol-
lows is that this is merely an episode
in a long-continued institotion of
clerk-hire nonsense.

There is more in it than that. The
Senate president's stenographer two
years ago was a corpulent, middle-

aged man. If he took care of the
president’'s baby, the reporters over-
looked a touching human-interest
story.

But the same stenographer, toward
the close of the sesslon, suddenly ex-
hibited signs of insanity. ¥e is now
a ward at the State Asylum. Possibly
the state gove him an extra day's pay
for a delusion. Which makes even
morae important an episode than if he
dandled the president’'s baby while the
president danced.

STOOPING SHOULDERS,

The fact that American physical
standards haverbeen ebbing for several
decndes has bheen generally recognized
and remedies innumerable have been
presented by the physiologists, A
wider participation in athletlc sports
is the treatment most widely adopted
for stradghtening stooped shoulders
and undersized muscles, but this has
not staunched the ebb and a survey
of our physical assets Is always dis-
concerting.

The situation has cansed more than
one thinker to turn toward military
training as the salvation, but the
trouble with military training as a
cure for physieal ills in the young is
that it appeals no more strongly to
the physically indelent than does ath-
letics. Hence universal military serv-
Dr.
Hugh H. Young, of Johns Hopkins
University, is the latest to accept this
conclusion, and he adopts the notion
with enthusinsm as offering the only
tangible way out of our rut of ap-
pronching physical decay.

The picture of o few trim athletes
in =ome struggle watched by thou-
sands of effete youths on the sideclines
is not a new one, The value to the
Nation of getting the men from the
sidelines into the gnme has been urged
by educators the country over. But
the leisure-loving, lily-handed youths
In grandstand and bleachers have re-
fused to be converted Into anything
more strenuous than billlards and
bridge. Compulsion s not a pretty
word as it rings Iin the ears of the
excossively individualistic American
youth, but how else is he to be lured
into possession of square shoulders and
vigorous physique? MHow else are we
to instil tife aenemic, wizened, stooped
and lethargie with manly vigor and
manly effectiveness?

Some recent statisticas on American
physical standards emphasize the ne-
cessity of doing something. Of the
cadets selected for West Polnt—and
they represent the physical flower of
the land—some 30 per cent havas to be
eliminated for physical unfitness for
the profession of arms. The recruiting
depot of the Marine Corps of New
York, after a great run of recruits,
found that only one in thirty-five had
been accepted for service. And the
Marine Corps does not demand super-
men nor even perfect men. Nothing
more than men of average physique
in sound health is asked for. Yet only
one in every thirty-five Americans who
applied met that requirement. The
same sad state of affairs is reported
in the efforts of Army and Navy to
recruit men to fill up the thin ranks.

Nor is defectivenes® confined to men
who seek military service. A survey
made by the Life-Extension Institute
among Iindustrinl workers revealed
that in every 100 workers of an aver-
age age of 31.6 years a total of sixty-
seven suffered moderate Impairment
requiring treatment. It is remarked
that we are behind many of the na-
tions, and certainly all of the great
powers. in the matter of bodily sound-
ness and prowess—simply because we
have no system of National exercise
such as is to be found iIn the nation-
wide training eamps of the Old World
in times of peace.

With universal service milllons of
our young men would get daily exer-
cise in the open air. During youth
they would spend a year or so under
the mast wholesome surroundings
with lives carefully regulated and with
daily participation in drills and exer-
cises that' would straighten their
bodies, deepen their chests and
strengthen thelr limbs. The benefits
in a period of, say, five years would
be incalculable. Such a system would
add vast storea to National efficicney
even as it would replace National in-
security with National security. As

soon as the American people come to
see universal training in its trne light
we shall have universal training.

MRER. RBOCEEFFLLER GIVES A PARK.

In the further effort to divest him-
self of some of the milllons that he
cannot take with him when he dies,
John D. Rockefeller has given to the
city of New York land for a park of
fifty-seven acres at the upper end of
Manhattan Isiand, the land having
been acquired by him for the purpose
at a cost, It Is saild, of $5.000.000.
Fifty-seven acres do not represent a
vast estate, as acres go out here in the
West, with its vast expanses of moun-
tains and plains, but it Is a big lot of
land in Manhattan, which has not yet
gotten rid of its slums and its other-
wise congested distriots. "

The new park, however, is more
than ordinarily important, becanss it
gives to public use n veritable Acropo-
lis, and forever takes from private
ownership one of the sites in all the
Ereat city more suitable for a great
public bullding, such, for example, as
a National Academy of Design. It
commands the Hudson and Spuyten
Duyvil Creek and the surrounding
country for a great distance. One
who judges New York by what he has
read of its downtown districts would
conclude that there would be an In-
stant rush of the people to enjoy
their new privileges, as soon as the
new park has been formally turned
over to the city.

The fact is, however, that a wvast
propoertion of the benighted residents

of Gotham do not know what to do
with outdoor advantages when they
have them. It is probably not ex-

agrerating to say that there are some
millions who have never thus far vis-
Ited either the Great Bronx Park in
the northern part of the greater city,
nor Prozpect Park, across the river In
{Brooklyn. Recent inquiries made by
a settlement worker on the lower East
Side showed a surprising number who
did not even know of the existence of
Central Park, literally in the heart of
the eity and only two or three miles
away. So that acquisition of another
park or so by the city would seem to
be a matter rather of esthetic than
popular interest to its residents. What
New York needes more than more parks
is the habit of enjoying those it now
has. People who live in the Wast may
find it hard to understand how peopls
can =hut thelr eyom to opportunities
for real outdoor recreation, but they
do.

—_———

THE MOST IMPUDENT RAID OF ALL.

The most audaclous attempt to loot
the XNationul Treasury for private
profit s the flood reclamation bill
which the Southerners in control of

Congress have forced through tha
House and have caused 1o be re-
ported favorably to the Senate, It
propoges an  initinl expenditure of
$45,000,000 in reclamation of 16,000,-
000 acres of flooded land in the four

states of Alabama, Arkansas, Loulsiana
and Tennesses, all of which isx owned
by private Individeaals and the vulue
of which would be vastly enhanced.
Although the owners would derive
practically all of the benefit, the bill
would impose upon them only one-
twentioth of the cost, the other nine-
tean-twentiethe being paid by the Na-
tion. As the four states mentioned
ay only n small fraction of the taxes,
the other forty-four states would pay
nearly” all of the nineteen-twentieths
contributad by the Nation.

This bill 18 the worst of the three
pork barrels which the Damocratic
majority Is pushing through Congress.
The other two can show least nn
appearnnee of spending public money
for public purposes—Improvement of
rivers and harbors and erection of
buildings for the use of the Govern-

ment. This bill is designed to re-
¢laim private land In a few states
from floods. It is not designed to

prevent or restrain floods throughout
the ocourse of the Mississippl and it=
tributaries, which would ba a work of
truly National scope and which has
hitherto been advocated by promoters
of improvement mlong that river, It
is not proposed to assess the cost
ngninst the land that !s Improved, as
is done in reclaiming arid lIand in the
West. Here the settler on irrigated
Innd must repay the entire cost with
interest: there it i= proposed that the
owner pay only a twentieth of the cost
of rendering worthless land capable
of producing $700,000,000. worth of
cotton yearly,

This raid on the Treasury s at-
tempted at a time when the Govern-
ment is confronted with the probabil-
ity of a deficit a year from next Jufy
that is estimnted all the wany from
$220,000,000 to 3$300,000,000. The
three compnnion bills propose the ex-
penditure of $120,000,000, when the
ways and means committee Is seceking
new subiects of taxation to avert
bankruptcy and when a bond lssue is
contemplated to payv-for the war we
did not have in Mexico.

Fortunately there are men in the
Senate who have the honesty and
courage to resist the raoiders, and the
latter’s control over the machinery is
less complete In that body than in
the House. It Is most fitting that the
opposition is being organized by Sen-
ator Newlands, for ‘he represents a
state and a section where the benefi-
ciaries of reclamation pay for it. He
also has been the champlon of a broad,
statesmanlike and businesslike policy
in Improving watoerways and restrain-
ing floods. He has circulated a round
robin denouncing theg bill which has
been signed by so many Benators that
the chances cf its passage at this ses-
sion seem small. Ita present defeat
would give to enemies of the pork
barrel and friends of =n sound
witerway and flood-prevention policy
time to organize and to arouse public
opinion to the iniquity of the reclam-
atlon scheme.

A sound policy of waterway Im-
provement and flood prevention has
been before the country for yeaars,
fathered by Mr. Newlands, It would
go beyond the view expressed by the
National Waterways Commission that
improvements made by the Govern-
ment should be restricted to naviga-
tion, which leaves out of consideration
the Interstate character of Misslssippi
Valley floods. Mr. Newlands' pian
would treat each main stream and its
tributaries as a wunit, and would at-
tack at their source the floods which
obstruet navigation and destroy land
by eroding the soil near the head wa-
ters and by inundating the lower wval-
leys. He would entrust the execution
of this policy to a commission, which
would protect and replant the forests,
store the flood waters and use them
to irrigate land and to genelate power,
and would improve navigable chan-
nels, In carrying out this policy, the
commission would perform thHe Na-
tional duty to prevent Inundation of
the lower wvalley, but the cost of re-
claiming swamp land {n that section
should be borne by its owners, as is
the cost of Irrigating arid land near
the head waters. This policy bhas
found no favor with Southern Con-
gressmen, because it would supply no

. that

funds for improving their trafficless
creaks or to drain their flooded lands.

The West has every reason for sup-
porting the Newlands plan and for
breaking away from the political nl-
liance which the South endeavors to
use in carrying out its rald. The West
needs for Irrigation and” power the
flood water which the South wishes
only to dam out without stopping its
waste, The West does not ask the
Nation to do more than its duty to
prevent floods and make rivers naviga-
ble. It Is willing to pay for carrying
the stored water to the atid land, and
it expects the South to pay for draln-
ing the great bottoms. If the West
will break away from the Southern
pork grabbers and will get behind Mr.
Newlands, It may obtain for itself the
great benefits of his pollcy and obtalin
for the South all that that section is
entitied to, but no more. The Imme-
dlate necessity is defeat of the flood
reclamation bill, in order to bring the
South to reaszon and to clear the way
for the plan which would confer bene-
fits on both sections but would give
public funds to. neither for private
profit. " -

MULTIPLIABLE LIREL.

The New York Times reports the
termination of a highly illuminating
libel case In the state of Louisiana,
with results showing that even in that
somewhot backward state—backward
as to its Inws concerning the freedom
of newspaper publication and discus-
sion—oprogress s being made. A citi-
zen of a certaln parish remote from
the state's metropolis, rejoicing in the
happy name of East Feliciana, sued

the New Orleans Times-Plicayune, in
New Orleans, for damages for libel.

Jut he was not content to pursue his
right of nction In a manner strictly
within the legal and personal pro-
prieties; he ecaused the editor and
manager of thes newspaper to be in-
dicted on forty counts in a eriminal
action at East Felicinna,

The basis of the multiplied proceed-
ings was doubtless that forty separnte
coples of the newspaper were regular-
Iy ecirculated in the little town, and
that publication in each paper consti-
tuted a separate offense. It iz a little
startling to contemplnte that, on the
same theory, an injured citizen might
prosecuta n metropolitan journal with
a vast clreulation through a eriminal
action containing a milllon counts.
Obviously, too, the utterer of the so-
called libel might be prosecuted wher-
ever the newspaper circulated—any-
where and everywhere.

The chief interest in the Toulsinna
decision Hes in the summary and ef-
fectual manner in which it disposes
of the archaie and Impdssible doc-
trine of multipliable offense.

The Supreme Court, the Chief Jus-
tice dissenting, issued a peremptory
writ of prohibition, directed to the
judge of the Ena=t Folicinna Parish
Distriet Court, prohibiting further pro-
ceadings in the prosecution. Judge
O'Neill, who wrote the opinion of the
court, sald:

If what Danlel . Moorea [editor and man-
ager of th Times-Flcayunea] did was a com-

plete  offe and constituted oniy one of-
fenge, it was surely committed In the
of New Orleans If the fact that =m

of coples
i

aof tho Times-Plcaune contalni
i allegod llbelous article was sent Into the
Parieh af East Feliclana conferred jurlsdic-
upon the Distriet Court In that parish
to try the alleged affender for what he 4id
in the City of XNew Orleans, it must ba upon
the theory that the sending of that bundle
af paper toa the Pariazsh of East Feliclana
conatitut a saparate offeonse In that pariah
1f that be true, the sending of another bundle

the newapapers to the Parish of R len
conatituted asnother offenmse In that p uh,
and the sending of mnother bundle to the
Parish of Plagquemines constifuted nanother
distin affonse thers and-on the same pr

he sanding of cach newspaper o »
eubseriber purchaser wais &
affense.

lead the anomalous
as many separate and distinot
1y have been commitied in as
many Jjurisdictions, by what Danlel D. Moore
did In the Clty of New Orleans, as thore
weare coplieg of the newspapur containing the
allegad libalous article: that what Mr. Moore

Individunl
distinct
wo

or

to propo-

offenpes g

dld In the clity of New Ogleans was multi-
plied Into as many thoumnds of distinet of-
fenses on Ris fart as there were subscrib-
ers and purchaesrs and readers of the: Issus
of the Times-Pleayune. To may that & prose-
ation and conviction By a court havinsg
juriediction in any parish where one of the

newspapers found its way would protect the
defendant from prosecution in any other
purish, doos not answer to the conatitutional
requirement that he shall be tried for what
E d In the parish where the offense was
mitted, and In no other parish, if what
did was an offense. -

The Loulsiana court followed In
practice the ruling of the Suproeme
Court of the United States and several
minor Federal courts in the familiar
ecase of Theodore Roosevelt against the
New York World and the Indianapolis
Newsn, Colonel Roosevelt was greatly
offended ay sundry caustie, and doubt-
less unwarranted, comments of these
papers on the purchase of the Panama
Cannl rights from France for $40,-
000,000; and he sought to bring them
to Washington in a libel proceeding
instituted on behalf of himself, the
Secretary of War and several others.
It was held by the Federal courts that
there i3 but one offense, If any, and
is where the newshaper is pub-
lished.

it is a far cry from the old legal
principle, fostered by tyrants in the
days when the growing power of the
press was an occasion for alarm by
the enemies of {reedom, that the
“greater the truth the greater the
libel." Now the greater the truth the
grester the service to the publie, if it
be told in a proper causs and from
proper motives,

T
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THE ELUSIVE GEORGE SHAW,

George Bernard Shaw, he of the
erimson whiskers and unkind way of
saying things about everyone and ev-
eryvthing, has announced that he wiil
forego an alluring offer to lecture on
the golden shores of America. Not
even the blandishments and treasure
of the Drama League of America could
tempt him, although the Dramn
I.eague chose a happy hour for asking
him. With Britain intent on other
things than George Bernard Shaw, it
was thought that he would embrace
an opportunity to come where the
spotlight would never waver from him
during the seven days he was certain
to remain a wonder.

But there Is neither dAilstaste nor
scorn of sordid gain in his rejection
of the Drama League's flattaring of-
fers. His refusal is nothing more
thin strategy, than good business fudg-
me He is frank in saying so in his
response. Just now he has hold of
the American fancy. His books have
n widé vogue and his American royval-
ties reach a neat total annually. But
let the American reading “publiec get
too close a view of him, let thelir ideals
be shattered by appearance of Shaw
in the flesh, and he argues that his
royalties would go glimmering.

Shaw says, and there is every reason
to believe him, that he is a quite com-
monplace person. He is old and dod-
dering, according to his own verdict
The American people ploture him as
a whirlwind of virulent wit, whereas
his wit comes slow and hard and must
be tolled over. He is nelther dashing
nor beautiful to look upon. So what
would he take to America other than
disillusionment? * No, he will keep
away and let the buyers of his books
and the readers of his notes go right

on belleving he is a regular devil in his
own home town, where, by tho way,
he probably attracts far less attention
than a limping doughboy from the
trenches of FlanBers. Such reasoning
power, such keen perception, is alarm-
Ing. It Is given to few men to rise so
completely above the promptings of
vanity. It hans been preached since
Adam that famfarity breeds ocon-
tempt, that no man can be a hero to
his valet. Did not the man who would
be king lose his occult power the mo-
ment he indulged in a mundane ca-
ress? And would not George Bernard
Shaw eceass to be a literary superman
the moment he got nwny from his per-
sonally conducted press bureau and
exhibited himself in the flesh? How
unfortunate for Britain that this super.
strategist did not enter upon a mill-
tfary career early in life =0 that, even
now, he might be directing the des-
tines of allied armies in France.

WHERE HAVE THEY BEEN?

In view of the published record, It
Is difficult to fathom the petulance of
Fresident Baker, of the Anti-Saloon
League, over The Oregonian's wholly
Impersonal reference to advocates of
search and seisure in prohibition legis-
lation., Nor is it less difficult to un-.
derstand the sudden but politer re-
Jection of the idea that comes today
from Chairman Newell, of the Prohi-
bition State Committee,

“You will find it exceodingly diffi-
cult to trace the story that a search-
and-seizure clauss is to be placed In
the legislation for bone-dry Oregon to
any advocate of prohibition,” says Mr,
Baker. *None of us have ever con-
templated anything of the kind. . .
Nelther will we ask that possession of
| Hquor, now lawful, shall be declared
|to be uniawfal.'

Mr. Newell says: *“From the time
of beginning the consideration of =a
bone-dry bill the Union Dry Commit-
tee, supposed to be the most radical
of all, has been a unit in opposing any
attempt to make possession of liquor
Inwfully obtained a ecrime.”

It Is plain to the most common un-
derzstanding that search and seizure
are inseparable from a law prohibiting
possession. The existing prohibition
law has a search-and-seizure clause
applicable upon complalint or informn-
tion to places where Intoxicating
liquors =are possessed for unlawful
purposes. The only place it is now

purposes is a dwelling.
there is made unlawful,
seizure necessarily are
the home.

But our prohibition brothers deny
that they contemplaté prohibiting pos-
session, and The Oregonian is in a
way challenged to produce authority
for the statement that any prohihition-
Ists favor it. The Oregonian accepta
the challenge.

After election, Mr. J. Banger Forx,
secretary of the Prohibition party and
a member of the I'nlon Dry Commit-
tee, which AMr, Newell says has bheen a

If possession
search and
applicable to

unit from the beginning, made this
statement:

If 1t s unlawful te ship In or manufae-
fur® within the state any liquor for bevere
age purpases, t certainly would seeam ta ba
the loxical thing to prohibit {ts po
In faet, placing the :
amendment « ha b t was to obtalin
the peopls an expression of thelr wiil ia
that regard

Again, on or abhout December 1, the
directors of the Anti-Saloon lLeague
held n meeting and adopted resolu-
tions, of which the following s an ex-
tract:

We urgs the preparation and
he coming Legininture of moasures
recelpt and possessjon of ir
toxicants for heverage purposes at all points
within thir siate

The resolutions also called upon
Attorney-General Brown to draft the
bone-dry law. A dispatch from Sa-
lem, December 5§, discussing the At-
torney-General’s probable activity In
the matter, contalned this statement:

tor

t
ih

It I» considerad unguentionable at the of-
fles of the tOrney -t al that the pros-
pective Ore act will contain & provision

making it ¢ wiul for anyone 1o haveWiqguor
in his ,possession,

On another occasion the Attorney-
General was quoted as specifically sug-
gesting o lnw framed after the Idaho's
prohibition statute prohibiting pos-
session.

Oswald West, also, who wns given
a loving cup by the combined prohl-
bition organizations for appreciation
of his important work In behalf of
prohibition, published a signed state-
ment that there are two ways of en-
forecing the bone-dry amendment, one
of which is to prohibit receipt and pos-
seasion.

« In view of formal resolutions, signed

stutements and authorized Interviews
emanating from prohibition sources
in favor of prohiblting possession. it
is as already stated, hard to fathom
the purpose of the sudden discluimer
by Mr. Baker and Mr, Newell. Por-
haps they have not kept in touch with
dvents.

-

DISAFPPROVAL OF MINISNTER VOPICKA.

German action In disapproving the
prasenca of our Minister, Voplicka, as
the representative of the TTnited States
in Roumania, was to have been ox-
pected, in view of two facts In connec-
tion with himself and his office. The
fact that he s Minister also to Serbin
would make hia situation difficult, If
not diplomatically impossible, and in
addition to that he is a Czech. " As n
native of Bohemin, he has traditions
behind him that would not make him
persona non grata with elther Ger-
many or Austria, In any event. It may
be true that he puts his fealty to
America above all else, but In mnt-
ters of diplomacy, especinlly In the
time of a world war, every fact is
taken Into account. It is not at all
probable that a Czech would bhe found
nceceptable as Ambassador to Austria
even in time of peace, and no Fresi-
dent with a deep sense of the pro-
prietiea would choose one for appeint-
ment to Berlin.

The Crochs belong to the Slavic
group. Thera are some six millions
of them in all, of whom more than
half live in Bohemia, about an quarter
are In Moravia and the remalnder are
scattered over various parts of Eu-
rope and the United States. In this
country there are more than a quarter
milllon, They have been vigorous con-
tenders for thelir rights of nationality
for some centuries, and Bohemia has
been the battleground in the fight be-
tween the Slavie and the Germanie in-
fluences during a good deal of that
time. In the Thirty Years" War it is
estimated by some historians that the
population of the country was reduced
from about 2,000,000 to less than 700,-
000. There wns, however, o vigorous
awnkening of national feelilng In the
middle of the last century, and pan-
Slavism gained much ground again.
Their refusal to be reconciled to the
exlsting orddr in the Austrian federn-
tion has for more than half a cen-
tury been regarded as a menance to the
political stability of that country.

A considerable proportion of the
Czechs have been compelled to fight
in the prescnt war without, however,
fealing the strong patriotic motive
that actuates some of the other actual

lawful to posscss liquors for beverage |

|

belligerents. [In fighting with Ger-
many and Austria they are taking the
side of a force they long have resisted,
and as against Russin they are in the
sostuon of fighting their own racial

in. ’

It is therefore only natural, consid-
ering all the circumstances of the case,
that Mr. Vopicka should find himself
in n different situation, now that the
conquest of Houmania by the central
powers has been nearly accoms
plished. With the Roumanlans, who
like to keep alive the legend of their
Roman origin, he was in the position
of a neutral, to whom no possible ob-
jection could be mnde, And as a re-
sult of another complication in the
diplomatic situation, it seems probable
that we shall have no Minister to Rou-
mania for a time. Mr. Voploka's with-
drawal in an official capacity from
Roumanin would follow as-a matter
of course the mere request of Ger-
meany, but he still 15 Minister to Ser-
bia, and, curiously enough, he is llkely
20 to remain, although Serbia. is not
much better off than Roumania, from
a military point of view.

=0

Formation of a “working combina-
tion"™ between the birds and the chil-
dren of the country is asserted by the
secretary of the Audubon Society to
have resulted hoapplly for both. The
growih of the bird-club movement in
recent yoars hns becn amaxing. It bhe-
gan In 1910, when some 10,600 chil-
dren were enrolléd in the Southern
states for the purposa of studving
birds, but it has spread to every stats
in the I'nlon Since the inception of
the work, 572,000 children have been
enrolled in this phase of the work and
have been instructed in the principles
of the Audubon Soclety. They have
held bird exhibitions, given various
entertainments, established bird sanc-
tuaries, bullt and erected multitudes
of bird boxes, posted notices concorn-
ing the game laws, circulated bird
literature, conducted “"bird walks" and
organized other forms of activity. In-

terest in the birds thus having been
aroused, the rest was a matter of
course. One need only make the nfbst

cursary examination in almost any
community to discover the change in
the juvenile attitude toward hirds, as
compared wilth a quarter of a century
aRo.

One of the most surprising achieve.
ments of the motion-picture men in
recent months has been adaptation of
|the “movie” camern to the work of
|'ll'|o miscroscopist, as n result of which

the New York Zoological Soclety re-
cently was able to exhibit at its an-
nunl mecting n series of motion pie-
tures of minute marine and fresh-
water Jife. The sclentific and oduen-
tionnl Impormincee of the new ap-
paratus is indicated by a partianl list
of the forms shown. Among these arc
protozoa, the fresh-yater hydra, ma-
rine and fresh-waler crustacca, the
larva of the common sea urchin and
the developing egg of tho cod. These
pictures enable the Invoestigator tol
study at his leisure and in the shelter |
of his Iaboratory many of the prob-
lems that hitherto have been ap-
protiched only with the greatest dirfi.
|exlty, and often have involved incon-
venience and hardship The objects

are magnified several thousand times,

The proposal for Federal control of
all railroads does not include abolition
of state cominissions, as Publio Utility
Commissioner Corey secms to supposa,
State commissions would continue to
exist and would find plenty of useful
Iorvnp;lnnn. They would regulate pub-
lle utilities that were wholly within
thelr respective states, such as power
companies, trelley compuanies, wnter
and gas companies and probably local
telephone line: having no Interstate
connections. They would also repre-
sent the people of thelr states bofore
the Interstate Commission. and would

thus act for *“the folks at home™ of
whom Mr. Coroy speaks

A 34,000,000 cruiser was sent to
pull a stranded mosquito-boat off a
dangerous beach. It was a proper
job, of course, for & tug. Now the
crulser is ashore, o wreck, But all is
not lost-——ypt. The dispatches nssure

us that Becretary Danlels will at once
send another erulser to the scene.

The Russians seem to be having no
luek at all In their home nffairs. No
sooner is one power behind the throne
put out of the wany than nnother takes
his place, and the reactionaries go on
doing busincss In the same old way.
And all will agree that Rasputin had
wn easier name to spell than Proto-
popoff,

The bone-dry bill is not to be put
through with unseemly haste, but
whenever it is pnsseda there will be
some unfortunate souls who waited too
long to send for that final shipment.

The fact that a man ean even men-
tion peace In the belligerent countries
without getting himself shot shows
that we are nearer to it than we were
two yeiurs and a half ago

The kind of red tape that prevents
sending a rescue expedition for two
army officers lost in the desert must
be vexing, one would think, even to
a bureau chlef himself.

The Administration’s strong point, if
it has any, is fatuous optimism. The
view still seems to prevall in officlal
circles that the entento has not closed
the door to pence.

Pancho Villa has cost us, It Is esti-
mated, about $70,000,000, and It is a
70,000,000-t0-1 bet that we will not
catch him in 70,000,000 years,

The Amsterdam Handelsblad finds
that the notes on both sides have se-
rious faults, thus qualitying In every
sense as a ronl neutral.

Sheepmen have found a cheap rem-
ody Tor ticks and if it can be bought
on tick its use ought to become
genernl.

From all parts of the country come
reports of the demand for men “over
45.”" They seem to be making good.

The Pennsyivanian Legislature bhas
beerl asked to repeal a thousand use-
less laws. Why limit the number?

El Paso, with its slx seis of triplets
in December, evidently takes no stock
In the birth-control propagandn.

The =eason for exchanging accusa-
tions of barbarity and inhuman treat-
ment of prisoners is open again.

The weather reports from the Mid-
dle West make us glad once more that
we lve in Oregon.

The German supply of marmnlade is
ample and the war will go on.

New Jersey Is getling a taste of
lwmu. war Is like,

L
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Gleams Through the Mist
By Dean Collina,

SALEMNITY SBONGS.
Ths harp—that—once—through—Tara"s
Dialls,
Nor Homer's hloomin' lyre,
Are what the situation calls
To do what I requlre;
For I would sing llke anything
iIn tones that palpitate,
And let my lightsome lyrie ring
On how men legislate.

Lycurgusses and Solons wise,
Napoleonlec, great,

In far-off Salem now ariss
And they do legislate.

And so0 I ween, the tambourine,
The keattle drums and bones,
Will bear the mesgage that I mean

In more convinecing tones.

I rise aloft on Iyric wing,
In syncopated flight;
And sing and sing and sing and sing
From early morn till sight;
And this the burden of my song.
As Joud I syncopate—
How &Salem Solons all day long
Proceed to legisiate.
e ——
The Rills.

£E¢e the basketfuls of bills—
Senate billa!
What a world of legisiation all the
. lengthy sesslon fills;
An the sprinkle, sprinkie, sprinkle
From a thousand sources light,

And they rattle and they crinkle,
And the clerk, unhappy gink'll
Have to sit up late each night:
Keoping tab, tad, tab!
Bill on biMl he has to grab
From the ever-growing bundle that
unto his table spills,
Of the billa, bills, bills, bills,
Bills, bills,
Of the mounting and the counting of
the billls.

bills—

See the bundles of the bills—

Freaky bills!
Every sort of soclal evil has its noa<
trums and its pills;
And they lobby, lobby. lobby

Each one for his fav'rite freak,
And they ride each little hobby,
With a bill all patched and dauby,

Lesa intelligible than Greek,

Keeping firm, firm, firm,
Though leglsistors squirm,
On his trall to get his promises, no
matter what he willa,
On the bllis, bills, bills, bills,
Bills. bilis, biilm:
On the strong polnts, and the long
polnts of the bllla.
And the people—ah, the people,
Neathy the Capltoline steeple
On the job,
For the hoblby that they lobby,
Til with accents weak and sobby,
While the tentdrops large and BEobby
Downward blob,
Every Senator is swearing
| And insistently deeclaring
“They are nelther brute nor human,
They are ne er MAaAn NOr WOomAnl—
They are g M E—
They are —
These 'bylsts that chill us,
With their arguments that fill us,
Till they pretty nearly kill us,
And our souls,
Get L t X, slck, =ick,
Of the bLills that comes so quick,
T "maost too dased to kick
At our
W lle sy braak our houra of leisurg
Saying, “Introduce this measure
With the rest of all your bills:
Of you Billa, blils, bills, bills,
Bills, H
s ie thing of mines by in
1~ e

Ask Me No More.
{(Sentimental RONE for overwaorked
Senatars,)
me maore!
already!
introducing bllis
th# flood of

stendy
Who want more jobs of Introducing

done.

As no I've mot too much

I'm
Yot

for everyone;
applicants is

=tiil

Framers of bills, I now arise and roar:
I’ 111 Ask me

I've go

t i can do! no mora,

Ak me no
bothered
With wan, weak, orphan bills for this
or that;
=eck elsewhere, {f you want the darned
things fathered,
For my paternal inztinct’'s fallen fiat,

more; No further I'll ba

I do not llke to make a voler sore,
But please do have & heart! Ask me
no more!

Ask me no more!

hough thoughtfully

you pen It
Your bili =shall never be my protege;
I'll] maybe hurt my chance for U. S

Senate,
But 'nuff's enough, so I arise to say:
Guys who want freak bills fathered ars

s bore:
I'm talling you It plain! Aask me mno
n;.\ra-;f

Members of the House who feel the
need of A sentimental song, are advised
that the foregoling will serve their
purposs as well as It does that of the
Senators,

.
Marching Song of the Solons.
{To be sung while marching to victorp

against the Demon Rum.)
Bone-dry, bone-dry's what the voter's
askin' for.
(Fall in! Fall in! Sclons one and all!)
Private "pinlons, better you'd be mask-
in’, for
We heed — when It gets strong
enough—the pee-pul's call,
Tramp, framp, tramp, tramp,
Marchin®' on to victorle!
Toot, toot the {flute, and beat the

bounding drum!
Each one's gotta move,
Move, 'fore he gets kicked, or he

Is put down by ths volers as a
FRIEND OF RUM.
Bone-dry. bone-dry’s what the voter's

askin® for,

{Fall In, fall in! Solons one and all!l)
Privata "pinlons, better you'd be mask-
in', for,

heed — when (It gets strong
enough—the pee-pul’s call

We

Too Much Reform In Spelling.
New York Timea.

Mr. Curran and 3r. MeManus spent
thelr Saturday haif holiday In artistio
pursults. Among the objects examined
was a fine new publi¢ buliding. The
feature of this bullding that appealed
most strongly to¥Mr. Curran was an ine
scription cut into a huge stone.

“MDOCOCXIVIIL” he read aloud,
“What does them letters mane, Tim™

“Thatr,” replied Mr., McManus, “stands
for LE98."™
“Ob,"” replied Mr. Curtan. Then, afteg
thoughtiul pause, he added:

“Don't yez think, Tim, that they'rs

&

overdoin' this spellin’ reform a bit




