.

PRES!

TOPICS OF DAY

ORTLAND, Dec. 9—(To¢ the EA4-
P {tor.)—Permit me to offer & few
words on the subjeet of economy

and salary cutting.

We have heard a lot about the short-
offielnl
and of the government as & whole, and
when analyzed all thess cCcomplaints
soem to resolve into one genersl fault
—the ity employes are overpald and
cut

comings of this and that ei

economy makes it Imperative to
1he salarias.

First of all, what is sconomy? Al
wiil agree that it s a decresse in t.:;a

r
in other wordsa it {5 an Increase In the
amount of service a dollur will secure.

Agreed on this point, it then resolves
fnto the paramount question, how can
we Inerease the service the dollar buys?
The common remedy thus far seems to
This appears
fo simple a remedy that it has already
met conslderable favor with the powersy
that be, and numarous employes ‘hn\;e
-
where the difference in executive abll-

relntion expense bears to resulls,

be, Feduce the salaries.

suffered thareby, But rlght hers

ity s manifest.

Any man can reduce salaries, but can
he reduce the cost of service by so do-
he cannot.

fng?
Thao

Genarally speaking,

wate enterprises. And the nmen
ployved ars equal

quality. Where, then, is the fault?

It can be no other than in the hand-

Iing of the men, They lack the needed
guldanca.

lies.

harnensed,

petent driver. But without a driver,
underfed horses, however great in num-
ber, puiling this way and that, will
prove anything but economy. .

Do not cut the salaries of the work-
ers, but fix up the harnsss.

sterling qunlities

wiil
presence of two discontenta,
simply employes wa need, but servica.
A dissstisfled employe Is nevVer an
economy. If the increased cost of liv-
ing In general prompts us to ery out
far economy, do not be so foolish as
2o think that the cutting of ¥our fel-
Jow worker's salary will ald you. See
that the work is handled in an Intel-
ligent manner. Then If fewer men can
grrange to handle thes work give them
et least part of the saving. Let the
employe see that getting the Job is not
tha omnly incentive. Let teéal ssrvice
bave its reward. If, from the lowest
to the hixhest, men can do more indl-
wvidually, encourage them to do so, and
the true economy weé need will hold its
ehare for you. AN ECON‘OMIS‘I.

give fur more service than

FPRISON REFORM s

DISCUSSED
Observations Mnade In Cell Are Used
an Dansis by Writer,

EALEM, Or., Dec. 8.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—As a representative of the class
which is directly affectad by the meth-
ods of administration of the prisons

of the land, I want to commend the
editorial entitied “Behimd Prison
Walls,” which appeared in Thp Orego-

niny recently. 1 have been in the cell
end had a chance to think and observe
i1the whole systemn from that angie.

was then, and am now, a most enthusl-
astie friend of law and order. I did
not defend nor condons the violation
of Iaw for which I pald the penalty.
At no time while I dld my time was I

in pympathy with the spirit or prineciple
habitue, who feals
that it is his bounden duty to beat the
but I eould ses some

of the underworld

law of pocléety,
phases of the prisoner’s mind and tem-

per that do not seem to ocut much fig-

ure in the infiiction of penalty.

The prisoner of whatever grade or
clasgs Is made to feegl that he is not In
prison in order that he may be a bét-

ter man, but to satisfy the feeling for
1 realize that shia
is overdrawn and overworked by the
their considerationa of their

yavenge in soclsaty.

men In
ltuation. But g0 long aa ¢onditions
are such as to make them feel so, it
will not be a surprising thing to find,
here and there, a fellow who has de-
rcended to or never found any higher
Javel than hig own brute Impulses, and
who has grown so0 desperate in hls na-
ture that he will throw all discretion
away and evoke any or all punishments
upon himself for the personal satisfac-
tion of fust expressing hlzs contempt
and hatred for the forces which re-
strain him,

The most vwisibla representative of
those forces Is, to the man of small
thinking ability, the warden and other
officers of the place where he s im-
prironed. When conditions produce
guch an utterly abandoned outlaw it
is indsed a problem what to do with
him. Your discussion of the situation
showed an open mind on the subjeact.

This view of the mattar might help
rome,

Anywhere on earth that two or more

men are thrust into a social relation
wwith one another, they at onece adopt
Tuléa for their own government It
may not be done formally. It may not
Te dons consclously. but it s done. If
10 men of the type of the outlaws who
got the barbareus “hosing"” in the Ba-
Jem FPenitentiary recently wers per-
mitted to gang together they would
at once recognize some thinga as for-
Tidden. The Inmates of all prisona
Tiave these unwritten lawa. They are
their lawe, and becausa they are thair
lawge they are Interested in the enforce-
. mant of them.
v Ths underworld has its laws. They
do not run along the lines of the laws
of soclety, but they are lawa, L o, they
may not seek redress for a wrong from
the officers of the law; they may not
double-ctoss one of the underworld
gang; they may not fllch from one of
thelr own crowd; they may not
*squeal.”™

Their laws, like all laws of ths uni-
werse, are supported by psnalties. Thers
are outlaws by naturs and who will
dafy even their own lawea for the sat-
istying of personal desire. The under-
world knows no plan for the regulat-
ing of such, except elimination.

The faet is that we let our temper
rise at the act of defiance of the law
that we wish to have observed, and

we seek to get even, The violataor is

madd to feel that this is so, nnd ns
always beagets hate,
sentimants along
heip him
duction of more and more of the self-
governing iden In the prison will help.

ate
he desvelops hie

Prisoners do not lessen the rigidity of

the rules when they have a hand in

government, but often stiffen them.
But they are then llving under and €n-
All but the
wholly distorted mind and character
Osborne and

foroing thelr own rulesa

will, and does, Tespond.
others have found It to pay.

1 am fully aware that the bulk of
poclety thinks that it don't make any
differsnce what the prigsonesr thinks of
the system under which he s pun-
f=shed. ‘That it -does Its work by the
terroyr that It strikes into the hearts

of po=aibla wviolators of the l1aw,

I wish to state thres pointa Just

here. -

Firet, the deterrent value of the pris-
on is all with the yet unconvicted man.
Onoce he has been branded the law has
ite pennaities |
have much less force. The “fish™ (the
foels  the
&tlng and humiliation of it all, and ba-
fors he is oaught at all he may have
Hae magni-

leas value to him, mnd

newly-incarcerated man)
a great fear of the prison.

fies the horror of It all
Second, the once tonvicted

city's wage scoale for the average
employe 18 now lower than that in pri-
_’em'
ff not superior In

It js In the ndministrative
end of tho system where the great fault
The finest horses wiil be unable
to move a load without belng properly
and with the reins In the
hand of & competent driver. Feod your
horses well; thoy will be eager to pulli
got good harness, and above all a com-

Cut out
ths wunnecessary and encourage the
now dwarfed. The
heart and soul of one well-paid m?n
the
It 1s mot

meantime

who favor this
statement that eggs should sell at this
time of year for about:38 conts,

ifnes that do not
nor his keepers. The intro-

or
the repester, constantly losas his fenr

or ns. He may hate them and their
Mmuuon. hu‘;‘, he does :'o_t feel ||

He acquirea a good deal of contempt
for the whole system, Bo much of It
appears to him to be mere ehildishness.
So much iz futile. Its rules cannot be
enforced. Its administration is so full
of provocations to hatred of soclety,
and he seées that the personnel of the
prison force is often such as to make
the whole thing a farce. He seaa men
whom every one knows to be as bad
Iaw violators ps himself going {reely
about thelr business. =

Third, If the purposs of penalty is
to protect soclety, or if there 1s any
desire to have the penalty have any
reformative value, the attitude of the
mind of the prisoner as he Is dis-
charged is the whole thing, is the
measure of success of the system,

It does make & difference what the
prisoner thinks of the system. If he
happens to ba one of the great ma-
Jority who have learned new lesaons
of hatred and new methods of opera-
tion, he will go out a more dangerous
man and a more hopelessly hardened
man than he was when he went In.

This meed not be so ir the system
were right. It cannot be otherwise
than so under the pressnt system.

ROBIN HOOD,

FARMERS AnE SELLING HENS

Cost of Foods Lald in Part te Shortage
of Crops After Ralns,

CANBY, ©Or., Dec. 3.—(To the Ed-
itor.)—The high cost of food Ias not nl-
together due to tha war, as ons of your
writérs puts It. Here are some of the
facts that exist In my neighborhood
and anyone desiring to Investigate can
do so:

The farmers {n this vicinity and for
miles around, with few exceptions, had
aonly one-half a crop, such as wheset,
potatoes, onts or barley (i great many
had not this much), due to a very late
dry ¥Fall, When the ralns did set In
they contfriued alinost without intar-
mission up to June 1, so at It was
with some difficulty that the ground
was prepared and the sowing done for
grain, As to the potitlpes, a groeatl
many planted two and three times,
even then not procuring a full crop.
The reason for this was the many and
continuous ralns, which rotted the
seed and prevented them from sprout-
Ing.

Now these same or similar condltions
existed over a largoe part of the Unlited
States. Anyone who reads The Ore-
gonian, with the Governmgnt crop re-
ports and other data, must know this
statement to be correct and this nat-
urally accounts for high price of above
named products,

As regards ezgs—most of us have

gold off our hens, just keeplng enough

for our own peorsonpl use, for there s
nothing to be made from them. Usually
&t this season the hens take a rest. I
haven't gathered an egg for an full
month, and when I do—belleve me, It
will taste mighty good In a lovely cup
of old-fashioned coffes (once agalin).

The fact of the matter is that the
farmers' efforts in supply¥ing A really
good article 12 mnot appreciated and
long since became tired of catering 1o
prople who did not know a good thing
when they had it

For iInstance, all last Fall, Winter
and 8pring 'we wears carrving our eggs
to market and recelving from 15 to 22
¢enta from the Erocer, Who never on
any account peyas cash, but we must
take it out Im trade and thua iose [n
more than one wav.

One reason for theses very low nrices
weas the heavy lmportation of cheap
egEs from China, which wersa shown
to be both unclean and not healthful,
aecording to reéeport made by Oregon
Agricultural Coliege.

The housekeepers wars using these
in order to bring the farmers to time,
This they succeeded In dolng, but at
the same time caused the farmer to
unioad a lot of his hens on the mar-
ket, and he ls continuing to do so.

Personally, when 1 lUved fn Portland
I was always glad to pay a farmer 5
cents per Jdoxen more for his produaet
than was asked for same at the stores,
and I say that a housekeesper who
does not kKnow the difféerence berwaesn
a renl egg and the Imported article Ia
a poor judges of food qualities and not
a responsibla person to look after the

Eastronomical needs of a family or|

household.

The butter proposition was the same
thing as the eggs All the year we
were recelving from our grocer (in
trade) 45 eesnts for a two-pound roll
of the finest, sweetest country butter
and the fellow with a poor article re-
calved Jjust the same, To get ahead
of that we who could begun selling
our milaio the cheéess factory, which
was found most satiafactory,

Previous to the heavy rains, for the
space of about xix weeks, some Port-
land buyers covered this territory
twice weekly, paying the market price
for eggs, ete, Buying prices ranged
from 38 to 45 cents a dosen, Befora

marketing the egge they wersa candled,
after traveling a distance of 40 miles,

to say nothing of other expenses, Are
not these people entitled to some
profit?

The women who are boycotting now
will not obtain & first-class articla
when the prices are lowered, whils
the article of worth will continus to
command {ts price from careful bhuy-
ers who want nothing but the best

and are willing to pay for it, otherwizs

the eggs go to the cold storage. In the
the farmers are retiring
rom the poultry business for keeps
Even a worm will turn, you know.
MRS. G. M. PLUMMER.

ANOTHER MAN DEFENDS PRICE

Boycott Exggs Now, He Says, and You

Wil Do Withont Them in Two Years,
Dec. 3.—(To the

ACMINNVILLE, Or,
Editor.)—1 should llke the privilege
of saying a few words concerning the
much-discussed question of ths boycott
on eggs,

To begin with, I will take the ones
action at thelr own

In following this I wish you to mo=-
tice that my figures are based on very

congservative estimates—that I have al-

lowed as much as possible to my op-
ponents In tha discusslon,

I have the flgures of a flock of hene
which 18 given the very finest of care
throughout the year. Thers is no sav-
ing of expensa or trouble to secura the
best reaults from them, From October
22, 1915, to Decamber 22, 1%15, this
floek of hens produced 99 dozen eggs.
Throughout the yoear they proGuced
1313 dozen egge. One tould not ex-
pect to secure the proposed top price
for more than the two months men-
tioned, which s never more than one-
thirteenth of the year's production; and
it 18 very saldom as much as one-thir-
teenth of the ¥Year's production. If the-
consumenr pays 38 cents, the farmer will
get about 28 cents,

At present the price pald to the con-
sumer goes'as low as 17 cents and 18

cents In the Summer in Portland,

Conslder, however, that at this price
eggs are placed In cold storage for the
Winter, and they ara then sold for a
considerabls margin., Cut that margin
by reducing the retall price of fresh
egga to 38 cents and you have the re-

tall price of =torage eggs cut to 2§

cents or 30 cents. The storage man

'mu.nt make this difference by buying

cheaper In the Bummer. It is conserv-
ative, as any one who knows the sum
of 2 plus I can ses, 10 sny that the pro-
ducers’ price for egge In the Spring and
Summear must then go to 10 cents and
12 cents, or even lower. If the stor-
age plants cannot have large enough
margin to buy at this season, consump-
tion oam mot k the price even
high as tllllz It ie

minimum, or at an Increase of one-
third of the minimum price. It is cer-
taln, then, that at least 500 dozen of
every 1300 dozen must be sold at not
more than 12 cents, or an [ncrease of

one-third, which is 16 cents. When|b

the consumer pays 38 cents, ths pro-
ducer does not get, more th 26 cents.
{Look it up if you do not bellsve me).
Now, you proposs to permit the farmer
to sell one dozen eggs at 26 cents,
while for every dozen sold at this fig-
ure he must seil nine dozen at not more
than 16 cents. .

This is the only way to detarmine
the average price for the year. For
10 dozen sold at this proposition the
producer would get (the boyootters
must be suffering from an overgrowth
of heart), the sum of $1.70. This Is an
averags of 17 cents i dosen, and figure
ns you will, you can not deny that I
have given, In every case, figurea
which would be all that the consumer
could ask me to allow.

Now, It |s almost Impoesible to find
a fiock of hens which will avarnge ns
much as 12 doxen eggs each in & year.
In saying this I refer to flocks of hens
ralsed for the production of eggs for
the market,

Twelve dozen eggs at 17 cents a dox-
en, what do you have? You have Just
$2.04 for each hen—the maximum,

The flock befpre quoted, during the
year 15156 cost Sg each for feed, to Say
nothing of the laPor. This. leaves just
4 cents for labor and profit.

In this connection I should llke to
call your attention to some of the foods
on the mirket, tha reduction of which
prices are far mora worthy of your ef-
forts than in the cass of egges, butter,
etc. Hero 1s one. A package of Shred-
ded Wheaat biscult costa 15 cents, It
welghs 12 ounces. This Is at the rate
af 20 cents & pound. Sixty pounds of
wheat In a bushel, and thls food costs
you $12 a bushel. The farmer gets
$1.50 at the moat of thia. Figure some
for youraslf. You wil]l not beliesve that
there is any very great waste in pre-
paring this food, If you have ever had
ocenslon to Investigate flour mills, ete.

While I am not a_ German nor a Gar-
man sympathiser, I feel sure that mo
well-informed person will
;ermany regulates prioces better than
any other nation. Today Germany reg-
ulates prices of everything, and while
the goneral average of articlex of food
and drink In Germany is 60 per cent
higher in that country than in New
York, the price of such articles na egzw,
butter, ete, ia twice as great as in this
country,

This is eszential to the discussion
only In this, that the German govern-
ment has found that, considering cost
of material, labor, ete. It coxts mora
to produce these articles than many
of the others, and as it must consefve
expanses, and especially Iabor, they
have taken this means of curtalling the
use of these, Other things can be pro.
duced cheaper. If Germany must place
this much higher relativa wvalue on
these products, what can the farmer of
this country make at the lower rela-
tive wvalue?

There can be only one’ end to this,
if carried out as planned. You will re-
eall that the production of pork be-
came impossible owing to tha rise in
the price of wheat at the beginning of
the war. Produosrs fold all the ant-
mals they had. Pork dropped st oncs,
but where {5 it today? It Is unprece-
dentedly high, and likely to go higher.

Force down the price of eggs now
and you will suffer in twe or three
years. You will not boyeott them then
ms a joke; you will face the stern realf-
ty of denying yourselves thelr use.

E. H, STEWART.

PLEA FOR PARTY UNITY MADE

Writer Sarys RepubMeans Should Quit
Discossions of Defeni's Cause,

PORTLAND, Dee, 9.—(To the Editor.)
~—Is It not about time for Repub-
licans to get really together and quit
further discussion of who was respon=~
=ible for our late defeat? The fucts are
that both factions are to blame, In
California the old Republican leaders
were to bimme for trying to monopo-
lime Mr, Hughes while he was In that
state and the Progresdives, who gave
John=on over 200,000 majority, showed
a dontemptibly petty spirit in wisiting
thelr resentment on Mr, Hughes, who
was in no wise to blame for condlitions
there,

It may be reasonably charged that
Mr. Roosevell's speeches did not help
Mr. Hughes, without taking issoe with
the sentiments he expressed. His gen-
eral declaration for Mr., Hughes was
an undoubted help, but his bitter in-
vective drew no votes. His caustie de-
nuneclations of the Germans and his
declaration that he would seizs all
German ships In American waters
rlienated mafly thousands of German
votes that were naturally hostile to
Mr. Wilgon, and It drew to Mr, Wil-
son's support thousands of mushy mol-
lycoddles, both men and women, who
were attractad by the gllly pretense
that Mr. Wilson had kept us out of
War, -

The Democratio press were guick to
slexe upon all of these radical expres-
slons and to eall them to the attention
of their Republlcan dupes as proofs
that Mr. Hughes and Mr. Roosevelt
would plunge us Into war, The discus-
slon of Mr., Wilson's Mexiean poley,
open as it —was to the criticlsm of
¢very patriotie Anmrican cltizen, was
worn threadbare and became tirasome,
while there was too little discussion
of needed economic legislation.

But all of this discusslon of reasons
for our defent gets us nowhere, In The
Oregonian lnst Sunday a hot-headed
correspondent had something to say
about the 4,000,000 Progressive ardd the
3,000,000 retrogresslve votes of 1513
Have we mot had a surfeit of this
kind of mush? What great progressiva
reform has thla gentleman ever
brought sbout? Recently in an article
published ih the intereat of one of the
great advertising agencles of the coun-
try one very suggestive statement was
that one prime cause of Presldent
Taft's defeat wes that he didn’t know
how to advertise hia merits and his
achlsvements. He was lesa of a poll-
ticlan than a statesman. If he had
beén more vehement and spectacuiar
he, too, might have had 4,000,000 votes,
but it ls to be observed that the apec-
tacular and vehement man gots just so
far snd then comes to a dead stop,
Between the start and the goal the en-
thusisam he engoenders very often runs
plump agalnst a stone wall of bitter
opposition.

The fucts are thet In that army of

2,000,000 ‘“‘retrogressives,” so-called,
there was ns Iarge a percentage of
patriotic progressive ssntiment as

among thelr opponents, and no larger
percentage of boases and political
schemers, Much of this talk from
political parrots about President Taft's
shorteamings is Just as senseless aa is
the criticlsm of other great: lgaders.
He has made a record in long vears of
public service that will insure him a
place in American history as ons of
our greatest stutesmen, :
OBSBRVER.

RAISING PRICES HELD BENEFIT

CORBETT, Or., Dec, 8.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Why thias outory agalnst rising

pricea? Is an era of talling prices,
with all the things incident thereto, to
b-‘ l:c‘%m.d 1o era of rising prices,
w

in
Wera the conditions of 1803-3-4-8§ to'
be praferred to tha conditions of today?
1 always thought a forsign .market
was to be desire® 1Is not the diplo-
macy of natiops malnly directed to se-
s market, ul‘l;ﬂ their wars caussd

Some protection to the farmer,

deny that ]

in & forelgn market than to sell the|

products of factory or munition plant
lnhn't!d_ u;l.rkeu = S

f the farmer to compall I
tariff to buy In fhe home market, ard
¥ an bargo to sel in that marke:
while all other producta are free to
enter any market they can?

Why is It so necessary to bulld up
commerce and manufactorles at the ex-
penseé of agriculture?

Why ls it bdtter to foster a nation
of wage earners than to foster a natioa
of infependent individuvals? i

Why Is it a crime for farmers who
have bought the prodults of the farm
ta band together to hold their gooda
and eel]l them [n the best market, and
&0 righteous a thing for an sssocintion
of wage earners to hold up a congress
2t the point of a threat to paralyze
all Industry and business and bring
hunger, misery and sufféering upon mil-
Uons?

Why is a tariff
uets =0 long as
Justify thelr Importation?
ute the ket would admit of such
importation, and the tariff Mcma‘e-

is
tariff §s taken off as In the canss of
hides. ment, eggs and butter,

If those who are orying nhon‘ tha
high prices of farm products think
they aré too high, let them get In and
produce. That, to my way of thinking,
is the natural and proper way to bring
down theése prices, if there Is so much
money in It

SYLVESTER E. EVANS.

ut upon farm rrod-
o market does not

EGG BOYCOTTERS REPROVED

Brovwnsville Man Says Encouragement
Should Be Given Breeders.

BROWNSVILLE, Or., Dec. 8.—(To the

Editor.)—In the matter of tha boycott

.on egEs. The great majority of the

biddies are on a sirike, too, and the
few that are laying are not paying half
of the board bill of all of them. In
fact the cost of production of all the
flocka now fis far In excess of 31 a
dozen of egfs on an average, although
our hena are laying a few more than
enough to pay the current feeding cost
of all the flock, but not enough to
begin to pay any part of the cost of
batching and rearing them.

Many hens will not lay until Fab-
ruary, and many flocks will not pay
the high cost of feeding at all, to =ay
nothing about the care. TWhosa fault
is It if feed iz high priced and esEd
scarce? Why should the manufactured
article be pounced upon as the great
offender when the raw material {s al-
together to blame? Hovcotting the
product will react at some futurs time
in still higher prices, for it discourages
rather than encourages production, for
it 1s bound to be trying to poultrymen
in the face of the high cost of fesding
and rearing their focks.

Blddy 1sn't going to work over-time
when prices are high. She may feel
sort of arlstocratic and that she doasn't
hava to, and that peopla might expeect
too much of her if she did, and lle
around expecting an easy living off of
her hard earnings,. Not much!

When the otheér biddies begin to hol-
ler about what they have done and ecan
do she will jump into tha ring with
her cackle and not before.

Now [t see¢ma to me that true econ-
omy In that direction would be to en-
courage and stimulate production, It
s0, what better course could be andopted
than to keep a few hens in the back
yerd? Moat famillies could worry along
with the product of a dozen well-kapt
hens of & laying strain, and the seraps
from an average table would almost
keep them In luxury with a little green
feed, grit, oyster shell, and the char-
coal from thair ewn wood stoves added.

That would be true economy, for not
only would it be a saving of the high
cost of feed but would be turning wasts
into n wvaluable food product. I am
sure thls |la a more satisfactory way to
boycott high prices, and incidentally
more profitable, for our Inéexcusabls
waste and extravagance has more to
do with high prices than anything else.
By true economy the wealthy can best
help the less fortunate classes, and the
lesa fortunate classea can besst help
themselves, when possible, by catering
to the tastes of the more fortunate
classes with neat, clean products of
good quallty which theair means and
circumstances requirs, Our Inaxocuaabla
wastes afd extravagances would keep
the starving millilons of Europe In
plenty. :

Batler average results can be had
from a few birds than from a large
flock, and & very little attention will
kKeeap them clean, . free from mites,
healthy and vigorous, and the quality
of thelr egEs the very best

Then when you become well ac-
quainted yop will find them much more
attractive than any other pets, for they
are not only profitable but very friend.
Iy and sociable.

Our White Leghorna and Rhode
Teland Reds will allow us to plck them
up Jnost any old time and place. They
will sort of jabber to us while holding
them, but of course we cannot under-
stand thelr hen talk. Then, as If they
gsem to understand that, they will
commence Singing, and blddie seems to
think she has & wonderfully fine
volee, -

My wifs has picked them up and sat
them on nests and they would eeitle
down like they Intended to lay her an

B-

I merely mention this to show that
you can make true gou of them. If one
doea not wish to be so friendly they
will repay well anyhow 1f they are
handled gently and fed and properly
cared for,

Glve them good, clean, comfortable
quartern that can be properly venti-
iated without drafts, that will protect
them from the storms, and glve them
the benefit of the sun when It shinea,
Alse plenty of graln feed, grit and
ﬁy:ltor .hmv:i ﬁxsg the td‘e':!l.. scraps, and

ttle else e nes

W. W. BAILEY,

FARMER'S WIFE GIVES

Meat Sald to BHe High Only te Cen-
sumer, Net to Producer.

FOREST GROVE, Or, Dec E8-—(To
the BEditor.)—There are many theorles
as to why the cost of living Is so high.
Perhaps os a farmer's wife 1 can throw
a little light on why prices of meat
are out of gight. Thousands of head
of good be
given away In Portland this Summer
amd Fall. Every farmer around hers
fattens a few cattle ‘on pastura each
Year. Thesa buyers In Portland and
elsewhero have paid from 23 to ¢
centa a pound for practically all the
cattle the farmers have had to sell
this year. Have you city people seen
any decline in @ price of meat? We
of the small towns have mot. We pay
1234 cents a pound for the poorest ment.
Anything decent to eat Is 18 centa and
more,

They tell ua: “Oh, Holéteins and Jer-
seys are not beef cattle. Wa ean't pay
hardly anything for them.” But yon
Bed t':’ sall cnj;r t'l.:i: ntd-ﬂmm. even
the ta ne

What ﬁmm or Government
should do is somchow to regulate the
prices between the seller and consumer,
Beeof is just &s good in taste from m

nica, tat Jersey helfer or cow as it is

from a Durham. Many peopls would
be glad to get modarately fat bheef at

s falr g:m.. the fattest stall-fed
cattle ve brought even 7 cents this
Fall. ares not by the

The mifi-

cattle have almost been |

s
Lu!t old. Hundreds of
ong that very G
fat cows bmmm ;
may belleve thelr meat brough
18 to 22 cents a pound. Many farm
are now peddling

cents u pound and a0 & falr price,
and how the people grab for It!
About eggs. sack of wheat mow

A
costs the person with 7T
$3.65, Few  hons are laying, but th
non-layers must be fed till the moul
Is over. For two months this has
been dons and nearly another will
elapse before & person can 1 cent
above the cost. Unless most akiilfully
handled there will be a lose, even at the
present price of egEs. I keep my hen
accounts very y and ow
whtreof I speak. Hens do no more
than pay expenses for three months in
every yéar. Do not blamie the farmer.
I suppose the great demand for feed
for war horses makes grain so high. 1
doubt any man’s ability to raise or
lower the egg market by cornering
eggs. Divide the eggs he !z hoarding
by the population of the United States
and see how few it would mean lo
each of us.

A “Tired turkey ralser” states the
exact facts. Good thing for her the
turkeys dled, as if she fed them wheat
or corn at 2% cents a pound she would
have had to sell to the buyers for 25
cents live welght to have made a profit,
and no turkey ralser was pald even
this year -that amount.

As to raising hogs on feld peas,
which looks so good on paper: It may
do in the East, but here ms eoon as
the vines were trampled by the hogs
the peas wounldesmould and rot, Put
s#even shoats on an acre of peas and in
three weeks thelr food would be a rot-
ten, mouldy mass,

Ewven the wheat farmers nearly all
nold thelr grain befora it went up, 1
personally know that the farmers In
Eastern Washington mostly sold their
wheat thls year for less than 90 cents
o bushel. Many sold for 80 cents.

This awful war s pinching every-
body except the people who are fur-
nishing it with supplies, so we must
eil grit our teeth and stand (L 1
haven't naticed many farmeérs get-
ting rich, in this vivinity at least. 1f
egZES Ko very low while feed Is so high,
the hens will all have to go to the
market, and then saggs wlil be high.

One of the gqueerest suggestions late-
Iy Is that a law should be passed Lo al-
low no veal to be sold, at iéast heifer
calves. I wonder what philanthropists
would feed them, Surely not ths farm-
er who sells them because he has no
need of them. The ones who passed
the law would have (o appropriate
funds for the orphan calves!

MRS. JENNIE A. REEHER.

EVERGREEN BERRY NOT NATIVE

Wild Frult Once Domestic but in Early
Days It Was Unknown.

PORTLAND, Dec. 8—(To the Edl-
tor.)—The Evergreen blackberry is neot
a native of QOregon. The public gen-
erally apeak of It as “the wild black-
berry,” becauss it iy found growing
wiid in uncultivated and isciated dis-
tricts.

Members of our famlly who have
lived in Oragon sines 1871 say that it
wias unheard of Iin the early days. At
that time the woods were thoroughly
hunted over for wild berriea, as tame
ones ware rather scarce.

What was then called the “wild
blackberry” was really a specles of
dewbert'y, a very tart and fine flavored
berry it was, always popular for ples,
Jams and for dryings.

But now, as I have stated, the Ever-
green blackberry Is called “the wild
Oregon blackberry,” and is such it Is
sold In the markets; and the housawilfa
thinks of course, she Is buying the
native berry. Thia berry 18 a rank

grower, a persistent and abundant
bearer of frult, but It ig Inferlor In
flavor.

It is not many years kince wae first
found the Evergreen berry listed in the
nursery catalogues,

In recent yearas we began to hear
that people wers finding great guanti-
ties of theso berries as “wlild,"” so
called.

They are foufid in tha Yoothills, also
in Western and Southern Oregon,
where they have evidently been scat-
tered in some way from the cultivated
patches.

I wish to add a letter recently re-
celved from the professor of pomology
at the Oregon Agricultural College. He
axplains quite satisfactorily mnil that is
necessary to know about this Interest-
ing =pecies of berry.

“We cannot tell you Just exactly
when the Evargresn blackberry was
Introduced into this state.

“However, it is not a true mnative
here. After once belng Introduced, It
found such a congeniul home that
it esca from cultivation and is now
found growing wild in a number of
parts of Western Oregon.

“Southwestern FEuropes Ia generally
designated as Ita native home,

“It has now become one of our lead-
ing commercinl varlatiea of black-
berries In this portion of the North-

west.” MRS, MATTIE B, ROSE,
EGG nOYCOTT Is ASSATLED
T. T. Geer Says Housewlives Have

Tackled Wreng Itemm,

PORTLAND, Dec. 0.—(To the Editor.)
—While the present high cost of llv-
ing 1s simply “flerce.” and while the
housewives are not to be blamed for
energotically delving Into the causs of
it and vigorously applying a. remedy
when found, I am moved to colnclde
with such of Jour correspondents as
have questioned the justice of making
the frst, orﬂm ‘nthor. “stab™ at the

avalling price of sgEn
wror seven years I have kept a flock
of hens, varylng !n numbers from 200
to 20, and know from experience there
1s no profit In the business umless a
condition could bese maintained when
fecd is reasonably cheap and eggs rel-
atively high., There are tll.l!l{ things
about the businesa of which t AVOrs
age purchaser Xnows nothing. A dozen
eggs is n dozxen égEs and that Is the
oniy matter of interest to hilm-—or her.

Thia would not be so If ohickens were
hatehed full-grown egg producera and
if they laid am egg every day, but
“day-old chicks"” are noted for being
shy as to producing eggs on the start.
Pullets do not begin laying egga even
when two weeks old, nor a month nor
monthns, when the housewlife
or other Individual engaged In the
business hands out feed for from saven
to 10 months to A hen that does noth-
ing but consuma wheat and other food
that practically destroys her value be-
fore she presents sny Income What-
ever, the s that she does fAnally lay
should bring & price well up to ths 50-

owner 14 1o rea aay. profit st all for
owner T A

m
it accounts for the reason that “strict-

boycott, if successful, wiM only driv
overyhody out of the business and Chi-
nese sggs Will supply the market. ®
Speaking of eggs, it should not be
forgotten that unless an egg Is good
it ian not a good egg. It 18 hard to

‘succesafully establish degrees of fresh-

ness in eggs. It I8 elther a fresh egg
or it is not. Of course an egg can be
placed In ecold storags or It can be
“water glassed,” but in nelither case
do you have a fresh egg to uss in after

onths, Everybody knowsa this and

Iy fresh™ eggs will always be in a clazs
to themselves. Every housewifs knows
that an egz under suspicion is alrsady
confemnped. T. T. GHER-

PRODUCER PROTESTS BOYCOTT

s Neot Falr in Attack.

. HOLLBY, Or. Dec. 5.—({To the Edi-
tor.)—My Paortland desalor writes me:
*I would ask you not to make any
further shipments untll the egg boycott
iz over, as the housewife is not using
any ¢egEs. I have tried my best to place
eggs with the grocery stores, hospitals
and hotela—in fact, I tried to get con-
tracts for them at quotation prices, but
none of them would enter Into any con-
tract*™”

Now, I want to know how the poul-
tryman has sinnéd greater than any
other produ of foodstufts, especially
at this umegf year, when we ara all
keeping hena at a loss. As early as
the lawt of October & poultryman of
Brownsviile that keeps over 5000 hens
sald they was not pa¥ing thelr way.
For from two to three monthas in late
Fall and early Winter the hens moult
and pay no profit or even keep them-
selves, an® then through the soarcity
tha price goes up and you start a boy-
cott.

Every such move discourages
poultry raizer, and [f thsre was any

plus under normal conditlons such of-
forts would put a quleius on It all
There are severa] resasons why eggs
are hlgh, principally the demand Is
greater than the supply, owlng to war

labor Is pretty well employed In muni-
tlon factories at good wages, and the
eggs of that seotlon are In demand, xo

flgure for m while, and poultry was
dumped on the market of the United
States, and weé are réaping a harvest
now of shortage, and s general boy-
cott will help to curtall the production
And act as a boomerang on the con-
sumer.

Don't you know that there are thou-
sands of familles that have no eggs
for Winter use among the rural pepula-
tion of this country of ours?
true., howaver.

eg& producer is ke
logx that he should
fhe market till our more fortunate
neighbors on the south ocan come In
with their eggs:

ng fowls at

condition existing.

ploked out alone. Why not cut out

not for all? My judgment g wa have
not reached the higheat prices yet, and
no boycott will help to relisve

peaces.
We ars not at war,
pey war prices till that conflict ends

tha product? And when the poultry-
mon guit the people will haxve the Chl-
nese @
squrre esl for a
penses while trying to make him a
home In theae Wentern wilds? When
freda ara so high ¥ ou have never heard

low, but they just took what they could
get and called It good, but when the
market Is closed It Is tlme to call &
halt

Suppose the egg produckrs wounld
boyeott Portland, eggx would be at a
premium. There i no danger of It
but If ons Is falr the other would be,
from the same standpolnt.

The established poultryman is in the
business to stay, but the samea cannot

And from them the surplus comea, aa a
rule. So the publie will he the loser,
always, as a result af a hoyeott

J. R, SPRINGER.

HIGHER WAGE IS

ADVOCATED

Cost, Says Writer.
PORTLAXD, Dsc. 0.—(To the Itd-

gquestion of Iliving. To. solve
problem publle disenssion seems to
grope for a causa to rising prices, also
for a réemedy that Is at once effective
and expedient and yet one that will not
disturb the Industrinl equilibrium of
the Nation. The problem lles wholly

should ba viewed from economic prin-
ciples.

that one copimodity, If rise In
prices only affected Pne or even a dozen
of commodities, It would bs aw easy
matter to apply this principle. How-
ever, since It {5 not merely potatoes or

¥ot the writer

Besldes the demhnd on the food

sumed with less waste,

Supply and demand
same,

remaining

the war,
The purchasing power of
money.

In fact, this

tod
POSGS,
buying for himsslf,
buys for a whole army.

£61d pleces and people expect to buy| price of the total goods produced will
ogEs at jitney prices In comparison, a ?Pnﬂn proportion, y:

mmm_umm

the
likelihood of there ever being a asur-

conditions. A great part of Eastern

It is

It seems a pity that mow when the
s
e barred out of

that the Oregon hen
1s barred, and no fauit of hers for the

The writer cannot see why egxs are

the
situation until those warring nations
quit war and enfage in the aris of

but will have to

Now, I want to ask how long do the
people think we poultrymen will keep
our stock at a loss and no market for

left yet, all right, but Is It &
brother Oregonian
that keeps n few hens to help pay ex-

any protest from them when sggs are

be sald of the amatenr in the business.

More Pay for All Would Seolve “Food

ftor.)—The guestion of the hour is the
thils

within the sphere of economies and

. The price of any ons commodity de-
pends on the supply and demand of

foodstuffs In general, bul boots, steel,
glass ind everything elée, the theory
of supply and dempgnd cam only answer
for the fluctuation of the ratio of the
pricse of one commodity to another. In
fact, though figures are not obtalnable,
hazzards the opluion
that the production of foodstufls ran
the same before the war as now. It is
true that the success of the subma-
rines js fatal to the food supply; It is
true that the flields on the battle front
ars wasted: yet it s equally true that
the flelds intact are producing more,
due to better methods of hunhl.q.dry.

up-
ply is less, since Germany 1a on half
rations, al=o aince the supply l= con-
due to the
method of feeding armies by experts.
the
the prices of the loodstufls
should not be more now than before

Unfortunately this i{s not the case.
money de-
pends upon the supply and demand of
Money !s the medium of ex-
¢hange and as such, gold, ailver, cur-
rency and credit serves tha same pur-
pose. If the warring nations print
paper money they Increase the supply,
also if business nssumes wholesals pro-
portions Instead of retall proportions,
it faclilitates the eclrculation of money.
isn exactly what has hap-
ed—the warring nations have in-
their currency for revenue pur-
Too, Instead of each soldier
the governmenc
Instead of
thousands of transactions befora the
there is but one contract now,.

To solve the problem of high prices
by reducing the standard of living s
an 1gnoble solution and incompatible
to the well-heing of soclsty. : :

Since we ars affected by the outfiux
of goods and the Influx of gold, an em-
bargo would no doubt be effective, but
embdrgoes have a tendency to stop tha |
wheels of industry and throw peapls
out of employment. It Is too radical a
mensure,

A boycott is purs Alserimination
against the producerd of the boyvcotted
article. To be just it would requirs
a boyeott on all goods, which is im-
posshle, _ , .
Belng a registered Republican, I
woild like to see the Republican prin-
ciple that the best way to reduce the
cost of living is by Increasing wages.
This ix neither radical nor destructive
in its influence and, further, It 1s con-
sistent with a competitive systemn of
economlics. :

Lat Inbor ralse {ts scale, the lawyer
his fes, the minister his tithea and the
clerk his hire. Respecttully,

O. F. T, JONBON.

130 West Webster strest, Portlan

FARM ENFORCES ECONOMY

Country Woman Says Clty Woman Fas
Too Many Luxzuries.

CANBY, Or,, Dec. 8.—(To the Ed-
Itor.)—I happen to be a “city lady™
living on the farm, and T would not
exchunge the exparience 1 hata had on
the. farm for a good deal,

One thing I have learned Is to dls-
criminate betwoen luxuries and easen-
tinls,

In buying, for instance, people in the
¢ity have so many tempiations, [for
everything looks so good. We must
have grapefruit, sranges, bananas and
some celery. and I mizht go on and
mention ever so0 many things that are
not necossary. .

Now, I ke to llve well, but the farm.
aflar all, teaches from sheer necessity
how to live well without thess things.
Wu have our homemade pleklam, fruit
and vegetables, which ars each put up
in the'r season, snd we are very well
gallsfled. We go not buy string beans,
pers and ever s0 many other thinga
out of season. for we can't get them
aeven if we could arfford them. I have
been hoyeotting the han ever since Sap-
tember 1. We have 65 hensx and about

they do not have carluts to dump eon |45 of them should be laying. I hava
the Pacific Coast. kept account the iast month, waich
Then the Chinese ege cut quite a | W=3 A fair average, end I have had

‘ust aix dozen egizs, averagt price 45
cents, 1 feed the hens ane bushel of
wheat every three dayvs, besides bran,
oil meal, beef scrap and ground whaat
and oats. The time I put ia and the
gteps I take nmo woman in the city
would think of,

Another thing T would 1lke (o
siy: The " city woman has many
advantages and pleasures compared
with the country woman. For in-
stance, she dresses well,k goes. to
the theater, belongas to the woman'a
club or some other .organization, anid
rides around in her machine, has hired
help and, if not, puts out the laundry
and hires a woman to clean once a
week, All of these things have De-
come mneceseities with the women In
Ithe city and teand to make life plaas-
ant. Why haggle over a few cent®, or
even dollars, over the essentinls of

sugar, rice, meats, beans, butter and |lIfe. when Lhéré ars so many ways fo
flour? All are sbnormally high. If a |eftonomize, espacially in a time wheén
hoycott s s good thing for one, why |We have so much fo be thankful for,

when so0 many of the world's peopla
are in want on account of the war.
Human pature la tha samoe the world
over; it is all right a=s long as tha
right s directed sgainat the other fel-
low, but when it comes home to our-
snlves it I8 a horse of another color.

Now, T know a good many of thasa
perfectly well-meaning women who
would boyeott the fooldstuffs and evean
suggest putting an embargo on fo
kKesp the prices down, and T also know
that thesé same women thoughtl It per-
fectly all right for the American manu-
froturar of munitions of war to supply
the allies, theraby prolonging the war,
but when (t comes to gending food—
that Is a different thing, since that
comen too close to thelr pocketbooks.

T alncersly hope that the American
people will get A larger perspective
of the whole situation, for, If we don'l,
I am afrald some ecatastropha will ovar-
talte us to show us the justice and in-
Justice of things.

A FAITHFUL SUBBSCRIBER.

STOCKHOLDER MAKES PLEA

Man Who Has Invested In Street Rall-
svay Stock Discussea Jitneys.

LOUIEVILLE, Ky., Dec 4.—(To tha
Editor.)—T have followed with much
concern the varlous articles In your
paper dealing with the proceedings of
your City Commission in reférsnce to
regulation of jitney tra‘'vel and opera-
tlon. SEneering remarks and refer-
ences concerning tha Portland Rall-
way, Light & FPpwer Company have
been mnade in thia connection and It is
these that Impel me to write a few
lines.

Firetly, T want to =ay the Portland
Rallway, Light & Fower Company are
those who own its stock and I am oniy
one of many here In Louisville &#ho
hava invested hundreds of thousanfis of
dollars in this corporation, which same
can be safd of others livimg in Colum-
bus, O., Philadelphia, New York and
other places. They are not all of them
rieh bhankers or merchants, but I have
pgsitive Knowledge that many widows
here in Loylsville ara Interested finan-
elally In tHis concern., Personally I In-
vested my money becanse I had a right
to belleve tha company had an sxclu-
slva franchise for running streetoars.
Had 1 expected competition in another
form of course I should mot have be
coms & stockholder. As such, how-
ever, I, in oconjunction with others,
have rights not inferior to stockhold-
ers of o Jitney corporation;: especially
#0 when these same Jitney owners use
the streeta which I pald for in part

Surasly no ons will deny the Portland
Rallway, Light & Power Company have
pald millions of doliars for strest pav-
log and owe hundreds of thousands of
dollara more which they are obliged
to pay in the future. No one will as-
sume that the streetoar company can
afford to carry passengers nearly 18
miles for B cents without getting some
of the short hauls as well, 1 do not
think the stockholders of the Portland
Rallway, Light & Power Company havo
been treated decently in ths matter of
glving a rival electric light company
n franchise in the congested district
without making them competes for léss
profitable business in the outlying dis-
tricts, and thils jitney competition Is
the same thing In anothar form.

I cannot believe the majority of pao-
ple in Portiand are not in favor of fale
play ‘and [t Is this we stockholdera
want. We srs entitled to returns on
our Investment; we haven't recelved
any for over two years, becauss the
company hasn't earned any, bécause of
unfale competition by people who won't
nssume responsibilities that we (tha
stockholdera) assume.

Tha

pros and cons have been argued

and T don't assume to advancs any new
thoughts in the mattar I comp 3 ng
but T do want to voice my protest

the protest of other individual stock-
holders to the stxte of affairs that now
exists and to the prejudice that is
meant to be created by the references
to the Portiand Rallway, &
Powsr Company, which, after ars
many suffering stockholders In Port-
land and other parts of the country.
. 8. KOHLER,

M,
1610 Tnter-Southern Bullding.
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