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JAILRIRDS AS LAWGIVERS.

In the past it was not uncommon
for initintive petition shovers to re-
sort to the back room of a saloon
and there copy names out of the city
dlrectory. Once it appeared that an
enterprising gume-shoer had canvassed
A cemetery., While these methods of
filling a petition perhaps showed origi-
nalty, they were by no means evidence
of genius, It remained for one of
the workers for the great cause of
single tax to develop that trait. For
the grand jury has discovered that
he solicited the prisoners in the Coun-
Ly Jumil!

That is real genius. What juilbird,
approached by an outsider with stern
mien or menancing frown, would dare

rofuse to slgn anything put before
HWim? We hasten to say that it is not
charged that coercion was used in

this instance. Indeed, the opportuni-
tles offered the morally weak by this
measura to seize others’ property
without going to jall for it were so
enticing that probably @« brief and
friendly explanation was all that was
required.

Invasion of the jnil for lawgivers
wis but one incident of the campaisgn
for names for single tax. The peti-
tions carry in Inrge numbers the
names of transients who at the time
of signing were lodged in hotels in the
old tenderloin distriet, the names of
others who could not write their ad-
dresses mo they could be deciphered,
the names of others to whom the pur-
port of the measure wins misrepre-
sented, the names of others who, 80
far ns can be ascertained, do not exist,
nnd the nnmes of =till others who con-
sidered thelr approval so lightly thnt
they cannot recall having signed the
yetition.

By such means are
revolutionary meastires forced upon
the ballot, It is so that no general
olection is free from initintive scandal
or suspicion. Yet we have with us
men and newspapers that protest
vehsmently agninst passago of any
measure to eliminate frouds from
direct legisiation, One journal,
in apparent seriousness, recently
ciulled wvpon “progressivism.” in the
namae of ILaFollette and Governor
Johnson, not to permit such an in-
vaslon of the people’s rule as this
Pproposed suppression of criminality!

It & 20 ensy to shout about the
opposition of “money lords” and
“veuted Interests” and “predatory
wenlth” and “bossitam” and “thimble-
rigging.,” when one cannot think of
sound argument to advance in behalf
of a permiclous practiee or dubloas
enterprige, But can any of these con-
temptoous names be applied to the
Multnomah County grand jury, which
recommends regulation of the process
by which measures and candidates
nre placed npon the ballet? Every-
body knows that the grand jury speaks
the truth when it declares that there
is a crying need for reform, The
Tegislature knows it, and the Legis-
lnture will act in the matter unless
it is nfrald of the abuse that will be
heaped upon It for so acting by those
who still hope to put something over
on the people with the nssistance of
Yorgers, jallbirds and the floating pop-
ulation.

Intrieate and

SIECIAL TRAINING NEEDED,

The field for men with special train-
ing broadens in proportion, it would
eecm, as the opportunity is narrowed
for the young man who has given no
particular thought to preparation for
rerlous work. Recently, In connection
with its efforts to expand our foreign
trade, tha United States Government
Tias been seeking the services of a
Jimited number of “specinl agents,'” to
whom It offers splariea of $10 a day
or thereabouts, with transportation
expenses pald and an additionnl $4 a
day fTor subsistence, to undertnke in-
vestigations In sSpecial lines abroad.
The impressive fact, however, is that
these men must be equipped thorough-
Iy for the work. Talent and Aeter-
mination alone will not be enough.
The young mlan who has wasted his
eariy yeara Iz extremely wunlikely to
fill the hill.

Only ten of these agents are wanted
at this time, but it is regarded as
practically certain that the number
will be increasad Iater, as the plan

develops. Although the requirements

ara rigid, the Bureau of Forelgn and
Pomestle Commerce, which will con-
duct examinations for the positions on
December 6, will have the entire coun-
try in which to make its cholce. Men
are wanted, for example, to investi-
gate the field for motor vehicles in
Russia and the Far East and general
investment opportunities in Russia:
fancy groceries and furniture in South
America; metal-working machinery in
Russip and Brazil; fewelry and silver-
ware in SBouth America; hardware in
Africa, the Near East and India;
transportation facilities in Russia and

the Far East; and mineral resources
But no man who has
been educated haphazuard will have a

in the FFar East.
chance. There will he required, first,

knowledge of the particular line under
next, some Kknowledge

investigation;
‘of languages in most Instances.

No applicant for work in South
eligible
who does not have an excellent knowl-
Portuguese is re-
garded as requisite for work in Brazil.
French is required for the investiga-
in Russin and extra credit will
or Russian. Applicants will
be examined &lso as to their knowledge
of the trade customs of the countries
e visited. Requirements as to
‘knowledge of the particular line to be
Investigated

America will be considered
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taxed the hotel and lodging-house
resources of New York, at the end
of last week, and the adjacent cities
of New Jersey had to be called on to
accommodate some of the guests. An
immedinate oceasion of the unprece-
dented rush to the metropolis was the
annuil football game between An-
napolis and Weast Point, but of course
not all of the visiting half million can
be accounted for in that way.

New York has more ample hotel
accommodations than any other
American city, or for that matter any
city anywhere; yet it is surprising to
note that the number of first-clnss
hotels is only twenty-five. This is
on anthority of the proprietor of one
of the leading hostelrles as quoted in
a New York paper; and it Is quite
possible that his conception of a high-
class hotel !s not in accord with the
ivernge guest's. Reduced to figures,
he would probably say that no hotel
Iz entitled to high rank unless it
charges $5 per day for & room and
brth and the average dinner check is
not Jess than $3. Yet there are many
hotels in New York where comfort
and even elegance can be procured
for fur less, Stone wsalls do not a
prison make, nor iron bars n cage:
and cinch prices do not muke a real
hotel.

The rush to New York from all
parts of the country during the past
vear has been remarkable. It Is partly
a reason and wholly a symptom of
New York's great prosperity. Busi-
ness takes many there and pleasure
takes many more, for New York is
both the financinl nnd commereial
metropolis and the pleasure ground
of America. The spenders all are
drawn there by the masnet of -its
superior opportgnities for gilt-odged
show and double-eagled joy.

It may be the destiny of New York
to be one day a grand, glittering and
whirling Coney Island. When the
finanecinl and commercial metropolis
is moved further inland, New York
will indeed then have something left.

AN EARLY DAY STATESMAN.

The ordinary reader of American
history will have no great difficulty
in recalling the name and record of
John Adams; but not mnny can tell
offhand who Daniel Tompkins was.
Probably he will remember that he
saw something ahout somebaody named
Tompkins in his =choal hilstory; but
s0 Indeed was there an accurate dis-
seription of the boundaries and loca-
tion of Polynesin in evervone's hoy-
hood geogruphy. But where is Poly-
nesin now, in the ordinary memory?

Daniel D. Tompkins was Vice-Presi-
dent of the United States, not once
but twice. He =shares with Thomas R.
Marshall and John Adams the dis-
tinction of being one of a very few
Vice-Presidents wha were re-elected.
No Vice-President since Tompkins had
bheen honored by being his own suac-
cessor, under the snme President, un-
til Marshall. Tompkins presided oaver
the Senate from 1817 till 1825, under
James AMonroe.

Many Presidents have been re-
elected: but the rule has been that
there was a change in the Vice-Presi-
dency. Washington had John Adams
for two terms; but Jefferson had
Clinton and Burr; Madi=on had Clin-
ton and Gerry:; Andrew Jackson had
Cathoun and Van Buren: Lincoln had
Hamlin and Johnson: Grant bind (Tol-
fax and Wilson: Cleveland had Hen-
dricks and Stevenson: MoKinley had
Hobart nnd Roosevelf. Mr. Wilson
has again Thomas K. Marshall.

To give a little more light on Mar-
shall’ predecessor, it may be said
that He was a New York lawyer and
statesmnn. He served In Congress
and was Governor of New York (1R08-
1811); declined Madison's offer to
make him Secretary of State: and was
rlected Vice-President 1n I816. He
died in 1825.

The Vice-Presidency iz not regnrded
a8 seriously as it should be, yet five
men elected to be Vice-President have,
thronugh death of the President, surc-
ceeded to the Nation's most exalted
position.

RAISING MORE HENS.

Champ Clark, whose experience as
# member of Congress and whose emli-
nence as an politician entitle him teo
speak upon every tople with authority,
tells the people of the Unlted States
that onae way o combat the high cost
of living is to “rise more hens* The
Speaker of the House halfls from @
distriet in which the rural and small-
town population predominates, and in
whieh the problem of raising poultry
on n small seala is relatively a simple
one,  His advice Is eminently sound
and applicable to a large number so
situnted that the addition to their
duties of the care of o small flock will
net be burdenszome. As to the fInt
and tenement dweller of the crowded
c¢ity, of course it is a wholly different
mutter, but the fact Is that If Champ
Clark’s advice were followed by peo-
ple of the smaller towns alone, there
would be a greater surplus of eggs
and poultry for city folk and prices
would adjust themselves according to
the law of supply and demand.

Further hope is held out, also, by
Theodore Hewss, secretary of the Chi-
cago Poultry Show, who says that the
dweller in the suburban districts of
even the large clties can do his part
in reducing the cost of living not only
for himself but for others by “raising
a few hens in his back yard™ He
has investigated the subject and has
found that those who are following
this course are profiting by it. The
secret of success in thiz particular
lies in not trying to do too much. At
the present prices of graln there Is
little, iIf any, profit in eggs, even at
pravalling high prices, where the
poultryman s compelled to buy all
his feed at the store. But the un-
avoidable waste from the table of an
average family, Mr. Hewes points ont,
is sufficient to feed a small number
of fowls, and. the ration Is nearly a

cash outlay required for grit, charp-
coal, bone and a few other necessaury

items is small where the =ize of tha
flock iz adapted to the circumstances

is permitted to reach the point that
requires the @lm:hﬂc of expensive
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doubt that we shall need to busy our- |

di-
But they

balanced one, although not ideal. The |

of each case. It is when the number|
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is Induced by mklmg the hens dig or
scrateh for thelr feed. He has known
families to get o moderate number of
exgs and at least one free chicken
dinner a week from a smnall number
of hens fed almost entirely on wuste
from the table,

In breeding time, the cockerels
&hould be eaten as soon as they are
old enough for the purpose, and sur-
plus pullets should be similarly dis-
posed of, in the city scheme. The
essence of the plan is that it is not
4 big one. But there are more than
a million families in the Inrger cities
and an unestimated number in the
small towns so situatBd that they can

e themselves nearly Independent
in thix respect. It is easy to guess
what the result would be if the advice
of Speaker Clark and Secretary Hewes
were followed generally.

OUR LEGAL PESSIMISTS,

The bone-dry amendment Is Inef-
fective without further legislation, ac-
cording to copmpetent legal opinion;
the tax-exemption amendment is in
a s=imilar plight, say others, and now

former Attorney-Ggneral Crawford
asserts that the single-item veto
amendment is inoperative. So far, no

fond hopes have heen dashed concern-
ing the benefits to be derived from
the rustl credits anrendment; the ship-
tax exemptien or the repeal of the
blue law. Bnt who knows? Now
that Thanksgiving is over, it would be
just our Iuck to have some lawyer
count us out on one or all of them.

The trouble discovered in the sin-
gle-item veto amendment is its sim-
plicity. It vests power In the Gov-
ernor to veto single items In appro-
priation bills, but provides no specific
method for the Legislature to pass
items over. the Governor's veto.
The existing section of the oonstitu-
tior» providing for submission of
vetoed hille to the Legislature is pre-
servoed, but that is all. An item is not
n bill; so If the Governor vetoes an
Item it ecarries down the whole bill
Thus runs the argumeht.

But there are two other plausible
constructions, ©One s that the wveto
of an ltem is final and concluslive;
that the Legislature may override a
veto only when it is applied to the
entirea measure., The other Is that
when the Governor vetoes an item but
approves the remainder of the hill the
whole bill goes to the Legislature; if
two-thirds of each house then vote
for the bill the vetoed item is re-
stored; otherwise the previous major-
ity vote on the bill stands and the
bill hecomes o law without the vetoed
ftem.

The item veto, as Mr. Crawford con-
strues the new amendment, has ex-
isted since adoption of the constitu-
tion. The Governor alwayvs has had
power to veto an entire bill bhecanuse
It contained an unworthy item. So
we fancy that if it comes to a test,
the Supreme Court will find that there
wis some definite purpose in adopt-
ing the amendment. In the nmean-
while we mayv hope that the tax-lim-
ftation amendment will survive as-
saults and that the Legislature will
then have to be =0 economical that
the Governor will find no single items
to veto.

EZRA MEERER'S PILGRIMAGE.

One of the most valuable and most
disinterested aects of public service
which have beeén done for the Amer-
lean people was that of Ezra Meoker
in perpetusting the Oregon Trall, This
roud is the wvisible memorinl of one
of the heroic episodes In American
history, wvet it was gradually being
obliterated and was fading from mom-
ory when Mr. Mesker took up his self-
imposed task. In an oex-drawn prairie
schooner of the same kind as that In
which he and his family traveled weoest
in 1862, he retraced his steps in 1008,
enlisting the aid of each community
in placing memorial stones along the
WRY,

This was truly, a labor of love, a
service of permanent value to the Na-
tion. he treatment accorded the
white-bearded old pioneer, then in his
76th year, by the people of the dif-
ferent citles through which he passed
was eloquent of their temper. Almost
invarinbly in the West he was wel-
comed and honored. ‘The citizens re-
ceived him hospitably and raised
funds to erect markers on the Trail.
The children gave their dimes to the
cause, and assembled in hosts at the
dedication ceremonies. As he traveled
enstward interest grew less. At North
Platte, Neb., the business men refused
to give up any time to him, but the
W. (. T. ¥. took the work in hand
and one citizen doniated o handsome
monumaent, At Keoarney the people
expressed approval of his purpose, but
the business men refused to become
interested and the president of the
Commercial Club declined to call a
special meeting.

After crossing the Missouri, the old
pioneer “had na foreboding that I
might be mistaken for a faker and
looked upon either as an adventurer
or a sort of a *wandering Jew.'” He
wus compelled to explain that he was
not a corn doctor or any kind of doc-
tor, that he had no patent medicine
to sell and was neither soliciting nor
recelving contributions for the sup-
port of the expedition. Many sus-
pected praft or speculation, though
the newspiipers understood and spoke
well of the enterprise, with the one
exception of Willlam Allen White,
who wrote of his suspicions. All the
incidents of the memorable journey
are related in Mr. Mesker's book, “A
Pusy Life.” which he wrote and pub-
lished in hiz 8§6th wyear.

Ohio and JIndiana were generally
hospitable, but when the pilgfim
renched Buffalo the Mayor demanded
$£100 license fee, as though he wera
running a traveling show. He put
the churlizh officinl ™o shame by vol-
untarily representing an emigrant In
a circus given for the benefit of a
hospital. At Albany, says the author,
“the Mayor would not talk to me after
once tnking a look at my long halr.”
The official is thus pilloried:

e was an old man and, a8 T was alfter-
ward told, a broken-down politiclan,

At New York, though Mayor Mc-
Clellan told the police not to molest
him, he was arrested for driving cattle
throuxgh the city, and, though after-
wards released, got tangled in city
ordinances. He drove the length of
Broadway with his ox-team, but
thirty days of New York was enough
for him, though he stayed sixty days.

His wagon attracted such mwd.s as
to block truffic and he was constantly
compelled to move. His dog was
mmnapﬂdiaﬂmbﬁc
t’hlo& Hc was ;laﬂ. to get out of the

but “dl _reccive mch

n, however, President |,
Roosevelt nwhlm “m roval wel-|
come," for the Colonel is ‘Western in |to

spirit and honors the ploneers and
their deeds, The Colonel needed no
oxplanstions, showed a lively interest
from the start, was photographed with
Mr. Meeker standing beside the team
and supported the bill in Congress for
marking the Trail.

The wvarieties of reception tendered
to Mr. Meeker are {lluminnting as to
the people's understanding of the great
events in their own history. All shonld
be well enough informed to know the
great part which’' the migration to
Oregon played in the expansion of
our tarritory to the Pacifie Coast, but
many were so ignorant that they re-
gurded the venmerable piloneer as a
wandering faker.

The Oregon emigration in-fact m-
passed In many particulars other, his-
toric migrations. It far exceeded in
distance traveled the exodus of the
Israelites from Egypt. It Is com-
parable to the descent of the Ger-
manic tribes on the Roman Empire,
but it was a marked contrast to. that
movement., The Invaders of Rome
were barbarians coming from a wil-
derness into a civilized, highly de-
veloped country. The Oregon pioneers
wera civilized people traversing =a
trackless desert to take possession of
a wild country occupled only by small
bands of savages. The European mi-
gration caused a return to barbarism,
while the Oregon migration carried
forward the civillzation which had al-
ready peopled the East and Middle
West.

WAR-MADE PROSPFERITY,

Our good friend The Oregonian seems
much gratified that Portiand is becoming
especially prospercus on sccount af the abip-
building soing on within her limite, or near
them. The balance of ths stata relolces
with her In her new-found prosperity. but
at the same time hopes that Portland will
mot rejeect thag prosperity  bocause It s
causad by the war rather than a tarllf law.
—Salem Capital Journul,

Prosperity through the present
tariff being Impossible, Portland does
the next best thing. It is not furnish-
ing ammunition or guns or torpedoes
to kill soldiers or non-combatants, but
ships to carry trade to the nations of
the world.

The ships will in part take the place
of other ships destroved in the war.
So Portland’'s share in the “war-made
prosperity” I8 to build up, not to tear
down.

We would just as soon think of de-
clining to make and sell ships as to
refuse to grow and sell prones to
beiligerent or neutral. Does our Sa-
lem neighbor suggest one rule for the
Oregon shipbuilder and another for
the Sanlem fruit grower? I

After the war tha guestion of the
tarift will be important, not “to say
vital. The present tariff was made
by the politicinns with disastrous re-
sults and was signed by n President
who .publicly sneered at “experts”™
turiff and otherwise. Now we find
the same President and the same
party ardently for a non-partisan
tariff cominission. We, hope they
mean {t.

REFORMING THE PATENT LAWS,

That the path to reform of the
patent laws is not yet a plain and open
one is pointed out by Commissioner
Thomas Ewing, of the Patent Office,
in a recent statement in which he op-
poses  ennctment of laws requiring
either compulsory license or compul-
sory working. He declares that com-
pulsion, if it _operates in defiante of
economic laws, cannot be siuld to have
accomplished any good where it has
been tried. Briefly, the two proposils
are: Compulso license would per-
mit anyone dest®™ng to do 8o to enter
the field as n manufacturer of an
article patented by another, being re~
quired only to pay to the patentees n
royalty fixed by a court. The com-
pulsory working provision would mean
that the patentes must manufacture
in the country in which the patent
is granted either a whole or part of
his products, as the law may specify.
Recently there has been general dis-
cussion of the advisability of enacting
both laws.

Compulsion in each instance is be-
sel with domestic and international
difficulties. Germany has compulsory
Jaws, bnt the United States has not,
but by treaty Germany has wuived its
requirement as to the 'nited States.
The treaty would aontomatically be-
come invalld upon passage of a com-
pulsory lnw by the Tinited States. The

present arrangement, however, s re-|

garded in normal times ns & great ad-
vantage to American manufacturers,
It is assumed that passage of a com-
pulsory law would be followed also by
similar action on the part of other
countries, which would .be costly in
the long ran to our own industries.

A substantinl Impediment in the
way of successful operation under
compulsory laws, it is declared, would
be the difficulty of obtaining capitul
for exploitation. The successful pat-
ented article, even under present con-
ditions, is the only one heard from;
nothing lu sald about the efforts made
to put on the market the thousands
of others that have falled. The in-
ventor stands in the same attitude as
the prospector. It isthe bonanza that
gets Into the news, The thousands of
prospectors who = d their lives
without making =« ke are never
heard from. The patent that gives a
large return to the investor is perhaps
as rare as a payving gold mine; at anw
mite, more than a million patents
have been issued and only a small
proportion of them have been the
basis of large fortunes.

Injustice of the compulsory license
Is pointed out, In the respect that It
does not tnke unt of u coegsful
experiments that are a legitimate part
of the economie cost of the whola un-
dertaking. 'The patentee and the in-
ventor would take the risk involved in
establishing the success of the article
and then would be compelled to com-
pete in its manufacture, with only a
royalty compensation, with others who
had held back until its entire success
was determined before entering the
field. The llcensee would wait until
the patentes had made all the mis-
takes, and then reap the benefit of
them. The vnlue of the patent would
then be staked on- litigation to an
even greater extent than st present,

and litigation iz now the chief burden

of pmm‘
Difficulty in ﬂsln‘ mug.
under oompu.lsory oan-ﬁm' h

economic burden. -Blmﬂnﬂzr’

pel manufacture in this emmwr nmur
reciprocal patents would lead natural-
1y to similar compulsion on the part
of foreign nations and would cause
unnecessary duplication of plants by
our own manufacturers and loss of
work ‘at home which wonld not be
atoned for by any gains that might
be made.

A POET OF THE GREAT CITY.

It is & curious fact that Emlile Ver-
haeren, the Belgian poet, who met a
tragic death the other day under a
train in the French city of Rouen. and
whose most recent noteworthy literary
work wns.a savage arraignment of
the German conquest of Helgium, was
cluimed before the beginning of the
war by German critics as “a German
poet who by accident writes in
¥French,” to quote the words of his
Engiish reviewer, Jethro Bithell. Ver-
haeren was, as a matter of fact, a
Fleming,, with the dominant char-
acteristics of his race, which compare
rather with those of the Prussinn than
the Frenchman, but he was educated
in French, and he never troubled him-
self with the task of mastering what
wus really his native tongue. Nor did
he write In it at all, although we have
the word of his French crities that
he was not, either, o master of their
language. He was so much a Flem-
ing that, as Bithell says, his French
seemed rather a transiated Flemish—
and the idea seems quite clear,

His nationalism was mnot aroused,
however, until after the war began.
Until that time he had been inter-
national. His vogue in Germany was
general, but so was he widely read in
France and fervidly admired In Eng-
land. He was essentially a lyric poet,
He had falled to exhibit early in life
any adaptabllity to succeed to the
management of an oll works owned hy
a wealthy uncle. and when he was
apprenticed to the law he was told]
with all Kindness that this was obvi-
ously not the career for him. Hae
was for a time a student at Louvain,
where he formed a close friendship
with Maeterlinock. But he was des-
tined from the first to be a man of
letters, and nothing else. He has left
in his poems a series of pictures of
tha everyday life of his people such
a8 seldom have been produced in
verse., In a different sense, vet with
similar fidelity to detail, he pietured
the life of his own people as Henryk
Sienkiewicz, who died only a few days
beforg him, portraved the life of the
Poles, But Sienkiewicz wrote novels
of action and feeling; Verhaeren was
a poet of the life of & people who were
ut peace and who hoped only to con-
tinue in the pursuit of domestic joys.

Verhneren represented in his Iater
poems the antithesis of the “back-to-
the-farm™ movement of which lataly
we in America hiave begun to hear so
much. He pictured the city as the
necessary, absorbing olement in hua-
man progress: he held that howevar
wanton and cruel the ecity might be,
it was swallowing up the country by
virtue of its abnormal manifestation
of the *“spirit of efficiency,” The
country, as he viewed it, was doomed
to exist ultimately only by sufferance
of the town. He was prone to deify
the energy inearnate in the machine
shop and the factory. He has much
to say, first and last, of the beauties
of Nature, and he sings them well,
bt to him there is8 poetry In the
belching chimneys and roaring of
many wheels, where other_ poets have
seen only smoke and grime and hate-
fulness. The Idyllic countryside is
being ravaged to make the citles
great; the best blood of the farms is
being drained into the marts of trade;
but Verhaeren sees only that it is
in the nature of events that it should
be %0, for Energy ereated the world
and Energy must find expression al-
ways and everywhere. It wns, &8
Bithell expres=es it, that the beauty of
2 thing doex not lie In its eutward
form, but in the power it expresses,
“Fhe panting in multiplied effort of
the machinery has the rhythms of stu-
pendous poetry.” Tt was a daring con-
ception that gave the poet a picturs
such as this. in his “Les Campmea
Hallucinees':

A river of plteh and naptha rolls

By wooden bridges and mortarcd moles:
And the taw whistles of the ahips
Howl with fright In the fox that gripa:
With a red xignal light they peer
Townrd the sén 1o whicrh they gteor.
Qunys with clasbhing bufférs groan;
Carts grate &'er the cobbie stone;
Bridges, opening, Ift a vast

Hbbat (il the ships have passed.
Lettorse of brass inscribe the world,

On roofs, and walls, and shop fronts eurled,
Face to fgce In battle massed.

There is more description of the
city's “crowd Inextricably twined,™
und "whose eyves are filled with hate
and whose teeth snatch at the time
they cannot cateh,” and yet, after the
day Is done—

Such s the day—and when the oven
With eboeny hammers carse the skies,
Over the pinin the olty heavos

Hler snimmer of colossal les.

Her hounting, gilt desires arise;

Her radiance to the stars is cast,

Ehe gathers her gas In golden shenves;
Her galls are highwaye flyving fast

To the mirnge of happinags

That strength and fortune seem to bless:
Like n greal srmy awell her wnalls;

Ana all the smoke pha =tiil sends down
Reaches the leld In radiant calls

It is not altogether a lovely picture,
as Verhaeren draws it, but it is strong
and not deficient as to truthfulmess.
Ir is intended us a picture of the city
as It exists In all s unloveliness to
the poet's eyve—yet o stern necessity,
Jjust the same. Nevertheless, he writes
much of the country and its joyvs and
sorrows, and always faithfully to life.
Purely as a descriptive poet, he stands
high. His metaphor is simple and
vivid., He pictures the rain as *“with
its nails of grey, athwart the dull
grey day” raking the green window
pane, and after g time—

Thae long, long raln, -
Raln—and its threads identical,
And Itz nails aystematical,
Weaving the garment. melh by mesh amals,
Of destitution for each house and wall,
And fences that enfold
The willages, neglected, grey and old.

It rains in Flanders. It is raining
there now, and with modifications to
sult conditions of life in the trenches,
it Is now probably just such a day or
series of days ns the poet depleted in
“Les Villages Illusoires” years ago.
OFf all the work he has done, how-
ever, critics give first phoe to that

after all, ha is so compli-
mentary. He says we have splendid
magnificent - architecture,

an | women,
com- | wonderful orchestras, and he mentions |

our cocktialls—evidently not having
been in the country long enough to
observe the tendency of the times—
and our rhythmic motlon as we hurry
along the streets on our way to and
from our work. For a man who can
discover so many virtues in us, even
after having called us by the unpleas-
ant name of snob, we can have only
feelings of friendship. For in at least
that one respect, we are international.
Who is there who does not enjoy be-
ing praised, and who is thers who
will not believe that praise of him-
self Is from the henrt? Our women,
our architecture, our orchestras and
our cocktails are wonderful—yes, M.
Diaghileff certainly is rig‘ht_

A PLAGUE Ol’ GOLD,

The American peoplo are in tha
anomnious position of having more
gold than they know how to use in
legitimate business. The further ano-
malies exist of Great Britain pouring
more gold into our hands and of
American bankers urging clients who
sell goods to Britain to take payment
In credits, without collateral, not in
gold.

The motive for Britain's polley is
selfish, So long as that country ships
gold to the United States, it increases
the volume of credit awvailable two
and a half tlmes the amount of gold
it ships, It makes credit cheap in this
country and thus Improves the oppor-
tunity to borrow at low interest. The
#idvice of our bankers is in the interest
of our pcople. An excess of gold tempts
to speculation by making money cheap.
Those who have money are anxlous
to earn interest on it, and those who
have speculative schemes ara temptad
to borrow from them., An era of
speculation leads to an era of distrust
during which gold is hoarded, credit
becomes sddear and speculative enter-
prises crash. That means hard times,
By making gold cheap, an excess of
that metal beyond the countrs’s proper
requirements raises the price of com-
modities and takes away from the
workman the benefit of high wages.
It Bears especially hard on the person
of fixed income by reducing the pur-
chasing power of his money.

The bankers who have advised
egninst taking gold in payment for
exports and in favor of extending
credit have been accused of being
actuated by a desire to assist the al-
Tiex, Whether that be the motive or
not, the American people will benefit
If their advice Is followed, for both
speculation and the advance of prices
will be checked,

The United States has been con-
gratu’ated on having one-third of the
world's supply of gold and on the
prospect of having one-half of the
total. It is no cause for congratuli-
tion; it iz cause for alarm. We do
not need It.. We cannot use it. It is
a source of danger.

The suggestion made by a Briton
that if the United States declared a
food embargo it might subject itself
to reprisals, ix accompanied by a hint
thrt, for exnmple, Canada could, by
n rqataliatory embargo on logs and
pulp, cause a serious, paper shortage
in the United Btutes at once. But
there are also at least two other com-
modities an embirgo on which, by way
of reprisal, would be eéven more se-
rionus. The Tinited States Is dependent
upon outside sources for ita rubber

and its tin, mot to mention other
things, It is the largest consumer of
rubber in the world, not excepting

any of the countries at war., It is
not enough to say that we conld in
thnt event resort to still further em-
bargoes, for in doing so we would de-
prive ourselves of markets that are
profitable to us and which we hope to
continue to possess. The guestion se-
riously to be considered is whether
prices, high s they are, are more
serious than wonuld be i war of trade
reprisal in which no one could foresee
the end.

It Is 2 poor day that does not bring
& discovery In the wny of i dye guar-
anteed to brenk the blockade and
solve the prohlem of the American
textile industry for all time. "The
I'nited States (Consul-General nt Bue-
nos Alres reports on a new materinl
called algarrobin, obtained from the
wood of the carob tree. The material
is sald to lend itself to a wide variety
of uses, both alone and in combina-
tion with extracts, such as fustic,
hypernic and logwood, and so em-
ployed gives a Inrge number of fast
colors., It is also suitable as a base
for various coal-tar dyes, the advan-
tage thereln being that it effects an
aconomy of 50 to 90 per cent of the
latter and mofe expensive products.
Altogether, it promises as many won-
derful results as any newly developed
material that has come into promi-
nence recently, A factory for |ts
manufacture already is in operation
in Argentina.

A stenographers’ unfon is said te
have been organized to demand a
curb on all profanity during office
hours, Still, &« moderate amount of
‘mild profanity would be preferable to
hearing, “Well, what do you know
about that?* all day long.

We are glad to ses that the Uni-
versity of Oregon students have de-
eided to bar flowers and evening
clothes from the annual formal dance.
We must do something to keep down
this ever-increasing cest of living.

What we really need is §2 wheat for
onr farmers and flour at about $4 a
barrel for our housewives. This of-
fers a splendid chance for those
analytical chemist fellows to do
something worth talking about.

After hiving read of the defense
of Verdun, we confess that there is a
cartain absence of thrill in the ac-
counts of General Trevino's stand at
Chihuahua.

II

It does seem as if King Constan-
tine's prediction as to the future of
Roumania Is about to be fulfilled.

Judging from the Novembér liquor
imports, ghe “safety first’” propaganda
has not fallen qn stony ground.

The hobor awre to have a college.
Doumle- the course in transportation
be popular.

IN THE GARDEN.,

Gone s the boom of the brown boes'
bustle,

Drised ars the founts of the honey
brew:;
Only the wind goes rustle, rustle,
The stiff, dry vines of the swee
through:
Geranlum leaves are searsd and o
By the biting kiss of tha bitter frost.

A tiny bud on the rosebush lingers, %
Bent like & battered coral charm;
Clenched like a baby's tiny fingers
To guard soma bit of a toy from
harm:
But well though the souls of the blos~
rome sleep,
The chlll of the Winter bites full deep.

Open and lopse the gate i= swinging
Where the souls of my gurden, ons by
one,
Swept away to the southward singing

Their songas of the l!land of endless
sun,

The frost imps shattered their shrines,
and then—

Look where the withered vines are

elinging:
Can the gods of my garden come back
again?
- - -

“8ir,” =ald the Courteous Office Boy,
changing the wet towel on his head
and pursuing avidily the Iast bit of
ice In the water pitcher, T honor and
celebrate the Chicago Diet Squsd™

“Why so, my son?" I queried, snatch-
Ing the fca from him and putting It
on my own fevered bhrow,

“They may have mlssed the big show
on Thanksgiving day,” sald the C. O. B.,
“but they also were privileged to misa
the morning after.” :

And the €. O. B. belind his repent-
ance by getting tho calendar and be-
ginning to figure how many days till
Christmas,

RS
VILLA'S RIDING SONG.
I coma from haunts no ons can lomrn,
I make a sudden sally,

And when Carranza's troopers turn,
I skittle up an alley.

I make myself a president
Whene'er my fancy carss to:
Then when my Tortunes get a dent,

I make myseclf right scarce, too,

On many battleficlds 1 die,
And when my foes ory.
T'm resurrected by and by,
And chass them from Chihuahua!

“Ha-ha!"

I dart across the border Hne,
And when my merry run's done,

L seek the highland and hannts of mine
And shake my flst at Funsten.

And notes they fly and heada they lle
Uneagy when I rally

To bid my merry bandits hie.
And bicker dotwn the vailley

T dle, T Hve, T croak, I blow:
No stroke my lite can sever,

For mon may comea and mer may go—
But I go on forever,

e
CHANT MILI'TANT,
{(Sung by the hogsew]ves )

The housewifa to the war has gone,
Against the strange devices,
Which, throuxgh the seasons off and on,
Have boosted up food prices,
The ecarp that in the storage stall
A frozen luster shed,
St hangs there, Ieft upon
And gets more dead and

e wall,
dead.

The turkey, chickens and the mrub,
Tha storaga men weare holding—
They soak them” with a boyeott clah

(A better plan thun =colding).

In s#llent woe the storage quakes,
While housewives still railse hob,
And now and then the market breaks,
To prove they're on the job.

B ey

A SONG OF THE LINE.
(Such as mny bhe sung almost any
time In the sanirance of Wells-Fargo
building in these troublpus times.)

Stand to tha line and ba =strong,
Hinlting not In your ways,
For soon they will ring tha gong—
In a matter of thirty days,
Shove on the line and haste,
For groon it will be ton late;
For there ign't much time to waste
In the fringe of & bone-dry state,
—
DRY STUFF.

The foregoing =ong of the line was
sung for no especial meoral purpose,
extent to preface a return to our dis-
cussion of last week with Orr O, Smith,

True to our promi=e, we allowed him
to .ome into the ecolyum and tack
down a strip of lJamentation about the
impending bone-dry state on condition
that we should held tha suthority to
allow someons elsa te come In with
a package of poesle devoted to the other
slde of the qguestion.

“Omar Nix"” Is the signaturs given
by the second minstrel in this great
Bards' Bone-Dry Smengerfest.

“1 wouldn't put my name on this for
ten dollpra (310),"" he explains, “Call
it voura If you wish—ahem!"

But far be It from us to take one
jot or tittle from the glory of Omar
Nix. So wa pass him the duleimer and
he alngs as follows:

Banished Boowre.
Wake! For the Sun that scuttered into
Flight
The bars hefore him from the Fleld of
Night,
Drives shipments with them from the
Town, and strikes
Wells-Fargo's office with a shaft of
Fright.

And as the Clock struck,  those who
stood before
Wells-Fargo's shouteds “Open, then, the

door!
You know how long a while we have
to walt.
And, once departed, dare return no
more."
Booze {8 indeed gnnn with all of his
J orew,
And the bar's shiny glass that we all
knew-—
Huy still the Logan grows upon the
Bush,
And muany a garden has the Concord
blue.

{Our next minstrel. we fear, 18 mor
of a free-verse singer than we could
desire, but in spite of that we shall
Jet him uncork his lamentation Tues-
day, without let or hindrance, al-

{though wa may give some slight serv-

lcen in chiropody ere we allow him to

i l_:mri_t. into mong.—Ed.)

An lhur Lesson, but—
From the Boston Transeript.

Teacher—Robert, how is it that you
xn.m't sour lmr It mm.teu't have




