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been kept from straying from the paths
of honor and morality, chlefly by con-
ventionality—that is to say, by a terror
of losing the good opinion of their fel-
low citiz place them suddenly
in the midst of a community where
official corruption and private dishon-
esty are regarded as a matier of course,
where no ethica of morality in our
seni=e¢ of the word exist to act as a re-
gtraint on the animal passions, and
where It is not dishonesty and prof-
but rectitude and decency, that
are regarded as unconventlional, and
they will soon lose all notions of wight
and wrong and become as depraved as
the Infiuencea by which they are sur-
rounded,
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hom kness becomes Intolerable. Ons
sinks to the lowest depths of depres-

gion, and then, unless a man has strong
prineipis and self-respect, ha has re-
course either to the brandy bottie or
to opium. Th are squally noxious
Both play hay with gpe's moral and
physicn! condition, especially In the
Orient. Noxious as they may be in the
more temperate and civilized climes of
America apd Europe, they are rank
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THE IRON CLAW BY ARTHUR STRINGER
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grotesquely smiling
and made no attempt to evade the ap-

tracked him As they
spread through the house he could hear
their startled
presently, with Enoch Golden and:the
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camo crowding into the room where he
and Margory were
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claw rTeached out toward
guise has served its purpose”™
breath came In hurried gasps,
tearing away hils coliar, be fought
relleve hia congested lunge,
th distended eyes and
suddenly plitched heéadlong to
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Masks, each one an €xact counterpart
of the other.

The loudly exulting volee of Captain
the momeantary hush
which followed the discovery of Legar's
iiteless body.
is what 1 ecall a good day's
complincently announced.
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an' instead of one masked crook we've
tounded up a whaols gang of these un-
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Then the shnuddering girl becams con-
Laughing Mask was
standing near, and asn he stooped and
took the confession from the stiffening
fingers of the dead criminal she saw
ellow wvisor was torn and splashed

He stood for a moment
Legar in shocked =zllence,
for the upturned scar-marked face was
ilke that of an axtremely old man, with
sngging hollows in the cheeks and the
parchment-HKke akin deeply seamed by
network of wrinkles,

mads our masks and we used her gar-
den as a meecling piace.
has known all this since we worsted
Legar in the coal mine, mnd I think
sha will jJoin me
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very near future"™

As Margary turned
tears and her blushes, her father warm-
Iy zrasped his former secretary’s haund
and after 4 moment the solemn red face
of Captain Brackett
into a sheepizh grin as he extended his
beefly paw to David Manley, alias the
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affmir which
let’s have = a church in the
Iin compliance with the order, away to hide haer
detectives tore off the yellow coveringa
of their prisoners and disclosed
straightforward and unfamiliar fea-
tures of four young men of about the
same kge as David Manley.
puzzled exclamation the police captaln
approached the remalning Laughing
Mask, standing by he slde of Margory -

His black hair
1 turned completely white.
mon's theory bad been completely and
fearfully demonstrated.
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sear-old El Azhar, alro, that sdud
cationnl center of Mohammedan ortho-
doxy. he turned out to have basn the
son of one of Napolson 111 most pow=
erful Minlsters of Swate, Mr. Lefabvra
Duruffe. In the palmy darys of the
Tuileries he was one cof the EFayeat
bars of the Imperial Court. But
sweoming implicated In a love affale
that culminated in a fatal duel and in
the sujcide of the woman, hs shook tha
dust of Franve from his feel, emigrated
first to Asla, then via Arabia and Egypt
to Tripoli and Tunils, baetoming a ctn-
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