|

—— —
—

—— —
—

—_—

GHE IRON

8 ARTHUR STRINGER.

NOVELIZED FROM THE RATHE PHOTO
PLAY OF THE SAME NAME

EFISODE XX.

The Triomph of the Laughing Mnawi.
L

The Cloaing Net.
ARGERY GOLDEN suddenly threw
M aside the magazine which she
had besn restlansly thumbing,
springing to her feet, crossed
to the window of her cool,
bedroom. Anx she stood gpaz-
Ing out with unseeing eyves a llttle

and,
Al
whita

frown of vexation puckarsd her fore-
h#ad. From the open windows of the

ﬂr::--tm&l living-room on the first fioor
camna the subduesd murmur of volces.

But to Margery'a atraining eara not o
word of that low-toned conferencs was
rudible COccas she heard the
rumbie of Captain Brackeit's wvoles,
m rident and suthoritative than
the re. b

The resontful officer of the Ilnw hzd
eonceived the ldea that on more than
ana & wion Margesry had alded and
nbetted tha Laughing Mask in slipping

i fingers, and It Waa
ihe was now cxcluded from
jons where the capture of
masquerader was und

ion of this
vy had d
for learning
tactives.
talncd that
111 swing,

In antici]
affairas XMa
nious mathod
plans of tha d«

state

tha confer-

enca was In f 16 qulckly
went to a small wicker tuble and, tak-
Ing off the telephone recalver, held it
préssed Lightly to her ear. Her wire
was a house extenslon connected with
the trvnk line which ran into the liv-
ing~-ro~m, where her father and tha
officers were now gatherad, n that
room the telaphone standard, resting
on 4 heavy shogany tabls, had bheen
nigllful t ipered with. Under the
bl wtaled 3 civer, hanging wil
ring mouth reversad so as 10
readily catch the @ 1id waves, a
of t = were plled In such a
hion as to attiy Bt

n. it the topmost of
propped’ up the receiver
| to permit the suppo
to spring yp and open thea i
Over this cleveriy improvissd dicta-
phore ery could hear svery word
» men sitting around that

the booming wvr

n came 1o the ears

a man T don't quit

ard him announce

“1 landed t t

nole, l¢s Legar. In & 1n
I tell you, Mr. Golden, If
for ¥o hter inter-
ind the on the

k long ngo*
ether the aged banker

1 this ¢

wotuld have
that him

deciaration

dhiolded n

ter had

notorious ¢riminal was n qus
tinad naver to be Answered, for at
moment Margery heard the door
behind a new arrival, and agein It was

tinin Brackett's volce which reached
bar as he Impatisn the
detoactive who had J§

“What are you ters?
Didn't you you

nkins ar out of that
en caop they eall a fall o hers,
an’ keep Yyourself handcuffed to him
ninute until he was safe In the
t yvaur orders, Chiel,” oame n
presu 3 that of
ith mllad lters, "“"but Yve
got some bad nmews for you legnr's
imil He croaked Jenkins nd
clean getaway
le sllonce followed the o
this astounding wverbal b

broken by a conf:
axciamat

wrathtul

startied ions,

of

oiaths

The aarrator pausa
h overfome with »
uwnd

them contin in

tone,

face down In the
fo nkins, de
cnll e cell Smpty.
door standin® ops Jen

We com
Legar had

but disappeared
éavin' a trace bahind }
© by ths looks of Jenk:
h sad, b when I tur
ovaor 1 an awful shock His
was all twisted up with sufferin’ and
full of ine and wri
1 ir wa il st
4 i to me e was n
but when 1 found
old man about
some awful di-
an’ I don't =ee

bo imparted
of hi safoty without losa of 18
- pping to even catch up a
ipped out of her room and
down the stalrway. s she tiptoed
ly past the living-room, ghe dool

suddenly opened and
and Wal
The

Captiin

- 34

slendear girl

door and ¢l b
he turned to his crest
inaie

ever mind doin” what I

was tell-

in' you, Waltera,” he tersely com-
manded, 1 want you o shadow that
ypun® woman. Dorn't lose sight of

ber for a minute™

So il happeled that when Nargory
Golden used by the mysterious lone
bowlder on Seven Oaks HIll a hawk-
faced detective was hidden not 10 paces
distant behind onme of the great trees
frpmn which the ridege tock its name.
He saw the girl glance furtively about
ber, and then from bher pursed lipa
came a low, thrilling call like that of

a bird. After a brief interval she re-
peated this =ignal, and presently the
yellow-masked marn came stealthily
around the =ide of the great bowlder.
The hldden listener caught enough of
whnat Margory Golden was saying to
become aware that she was recounting,
almost word for word, his own story
of the escape of Jules Legar.

As he wondered from what mystsri-
oits source she had learned it the In-
cisive tones of her hooded companion
reachied his ear.,

L

. .

“T have a theory of my OwWn as 10
what was used to kill Jenkins in that
fearful manner.” the Laughing Mask
was saying."“and I am going to find

out tonight whether T am right or
wrong. Legar's followeras have all
been wiped out with the exception of

a man calling himseslf
Ene
niracted

Skidmon. Ha wos
»wn as a brilliant =clentist until he
the drug hablt, and then,
‘1 he was down amd out he fell In
h Legar. He Hves In a tumble-down
old house at the foot of the blind alley
south of Washington Square He still

has some sort ¢f = Inboratery wheare he
potters asround, alwayas on tha verge
of making some wonderful new dis-
covery. It'sa my ides that he furnished
Legar with—"

But thaet sentence was clipped short,
for at that moment the dstective, burn-
ing with zeal to makes up for the es-
cape of Jules Legar by the capture of
the Laughing Mask, suddenly emerged
the and rapidiy

o mtartisd palr. A
the Laughir k dertied around the
bowlder toward the mecret door leading
into hls subterrenean retreat, Margory
planted hersslfglirectly in the path of
the coming \l't\“f It took that exas-
es Lo shalks

oal

ndv

ers.

perated aoffl B0V

off the <l and when he
reanched the other of the great
rock the Laoshing nikkc had disap-
peared A "he dr’!?_l_‘!'\v:ﬂ

tha calmly
standing beside him,
gone the limit

e snarlied

rage on
this
vomnn an he
ler wrist in his powerful
the chief
}pln' that criminal

he

e whnt

make

A little luter the burly Walters haled
his 1 DT ner into the living-room

r and the detectives
Captain Brackett,
jed his utmost to
i sccret of the
apid volleyed ques-
her sphinxlike sl-

where 1}
were still g
ru"?'l.n:.; wil
wring fIr
bowlder,

tions falled t resk
lence. her loving but sorely
tried ¢ locked her In her bedroom
to pre her from further interfer-
Hastily o to her impromptu
ctephone, Mavgory heard the voles of
Walters repeating what the Laughing
Mask had Skidmon, tha lnst
of Legar'a When he had
tin o tones of Capiain
Brackot that thread of

copp

“Our best move will be to wateh

the house of this Bkidmon,” he an-
. "3 when our
we'll nab him. It
juck we might get

hnirs being
and the
men pro-

As Mar-

hod

Ly =i

pu
ha

pared to

eomed no

her bed-

city w
edulous

been pushed

around ons

end

rough the o
lden saw
hed

use, he

Mar-

g that
o extramely angered hy

igsion

Imprisonment

wi the a:

hind him.
- L]

At the moment when all Jalleras
were wildly searc he attered
1 ~ 4

lifeleas body,
cidedly

da

anl=-

mated g dris & gray Troadster,
tearing past down tha graveled
drive. And W the ¢car sWervead into
the highway girl even* had the
ffrontary to them a littls deris-
ive farewell ter of her glender
white hand.

When Margory finally threaded her
wawv t ugh the crosstown streets and
brougt her car to a stop close to the

trapnce of the 1 alley on the
south sida of Washington £ re. the
great moon was Just rising over the
battlement of sk¥yscrapers, and by [is

she could discer
ruinous old dwel
foot

oe out-

1x stand-

llow lus

me

of that Egloomy and
the sxception
el nearing in

upper stories, the house was
darkness

As Margor® paused in front of the
dismal rookery she suddenly per-
celved in moonilight a shadowy
form mounting steadily upward on
the narrow fire-sscape Iandder. When
that stealthy prowler stepped onto the

total

in

old

the

iron platfc just outzide the lighted
window saw it was the daring
asier realized zhe was too late
‘f-: wa Before she could attract
his attention he cautiot ralsed the
window and vanished into that house
of mystery. But shes quistiy detarmined
he should not be tuken unawares by

is enemies. Under the fire escape sha
found & dilapldsted ash barrel, and by

weords “Ceolon Bacilll,” but that 453 not

convyey o her that In the nutrient me-

dium contained In that Petry dish was

& cuiture growth allve with milllons of
malignant germs. Hoplng toe fAind some

\L_-:. a 4.‘.“!"‘

more langible c¢clew, abhs replaced the
towel and pleked up the open notabook

I¥ing near the miscroscope. Her face
went white with the horror of the
thing as she deciphers) the cramped

entries
May 13—Emmerich
theory that old age
in large part 1 the
ancna of the subjlect
the bac » coll,
variably infest the digestive tract of
avery person even though in normal
heaith. The activity and number of
thawe bacllif wastly indrcass with ad-
vancing age, causing a '«
intoxication and a
Ing of the artaries
J biood pressure. and o
r of genaral =tructural it
seom probable that from a suffl ]
iarge colony of colon bacilil a virulent
toxic poison might be extracted, which,
i administeread in minute guanti-
tlies, ahould Immediately attack
the tlssuves and destroy the subjeclt
with all the indications death from
old age. polson, ap-
parently unknown soience, and al-
ready nDresent in malignant form
in every human be ex-
tremely baffling in of an
1 shell siart ex-
perimenting along these lines
May 15 —The colony of eclon bBaciill
which I started in a gelatin sulture
medium s multiplying rapidly. Flour-
iahes best at blood heagt-—destroyed
at temperature of 60 degrees Centi-
gErades. The change in lor from gray-
ish white to brown should Indicats
an increase in virulence and pathogenic
guallities,
May 17-
bacilll

has advanced the
brought about
weakened realst-
tha ravagea of
of which in-

ta
colonles

rm of auto-

sdbpequent hardan-

e to Increased

ther sy mplomms

doecay

even
almost

of

extreme Such a
Lo
leas
would

avent

ay=lem,
the

Autopey. immedintely

Inoculated guinea plg with
poison—dled instantliy; body

ommitted

in

brrent

o

- shrunk =and withered, much enoour-
aged
o e 7 May 20—Discovery has Just been
rTErgory from Ser Flace of Concedlrmarzt > N G 8 RimAOIEE Seneticel Sl
S Zie loase L"Z-C}DDEC;L? TZTale fsctor managed to get a needle | cled with
the bharcilll exgart to Legar, who had
standing eon this shaky pedestal she wheeled ahout and came rapidiy to- stralghtened up and stood in- been rnplurral‘lntl confined in prison
Fained a foothold on the lowest rung ward the room where the aorrowful Istening Then, holiing the Legar has just communicated with me.
of the rusty metal ladder \\'nn::z she girl was standing Ehe barely had time lantern before him, he cautiousiy ad- He suceeeded In $eratchiag hia Jaller
had groped her way to the landing she, to dart Into a closet and Il the door wanced toward tha spot from which With the contaminated needle, and the
saw an empty 4Aimly lighted chamber. 2oftly shut after her, when he passed that sound had coma. At the moment man was seized immediately with con-
But through a deorway Jeading fram her place of conecenlment. Then fol- he turned his back an {ncomprehensible vulsions and diéd In twe or thres min-
that roc = e flopd of illu- lowed a rasping nolse as he locked the thing happe 1. utes with all the sympltoms 4o bs ox-
mination and e sound of angry volcea. Window by which ahe had enter and From under the pile of carpeting two pected, Legar regalned hils liberty and
Bhe slipped the empty bedroom Aafier a little silence she heard the patrg of long arms suddénly stretehed now wishes to destroy an entire family
and, warlly crossaing the floor. stood In sound aof hieg recoeding footstaps,. When out toward the aflent form of the bamed Golden 1 weil
ound wor gazing through the 8he finally ventured from the stifilng latughing Mask, and. seizing capsiules which wili k
open dcorway. That heavily shuttered cO0nfines of the closel the [abOratory wim by the feet "‘nd sho draggel Alive and—
arn inte which she was peering was WAE _"'-'"-‘“‘d- but from a closed AoOr pnye ynder the fraved r--]:s-- of that As with a shulder Margory came
fttad up lke 12 wall-eq 'k iabora. r.!n iHe opposits “xigy o," !.E bt RUFPADEY 4y it floor covering Wh the to the last unfinished and cold-bLlooded
tory of a sclentiat A powerful light I'\?:rr“::rp(;-:r;":‘r:‘:::::?LI”rl:Tx:'lumlh of wcurred outlnw gave up his fruitless entry she heard Skidmon rapidly ap-
8 : o e long e & e o - - AOE. LIgat. " s P 1w ' oach % -y Thruetin h -
‘-1-:::”!‘:.5 “n“,' = -.,:..,I',[“' :;:;:.s:ber':-:r: Af the death of the Laughing Mask o . . And returned to the place where P '“:'":‘ :":', m . ..'\mr ; “'f—;:..: ‘1‘~
ey Py - g At were to be avenged, absolute proof ., _iaskdhe Langhing 3Dhil, With | QFERARERE. S o S gt B &
o o ae iBeN| ANG djums: iy " . the full intention of Jispatehing that quickly stole into the back room, where
the varl s other to SNt bé “obLRimM ? e.f ',h" . murderous sworn snemy with his own snde, he she could watch the laboratory without
iieroblologl for reasarch purposes. p"':,r“"‘:" ';: l'mﬂ't“{;c“;“”fd —xg i gave n gusp of incredulous amasement belng obaserved herself, She saw the
Backed up against this bench stood the :\'Il.]l'd”;h:: Iy ”'_l" };,nr_"“” ,rd.“ I.. t,m os It dawned upon him !‘-..nlhhh» in. unnerved bactericlogist nurriedly drag
tense figure of u middle-aged man with ey 1\3.1. bn:;':- ::r‘n.:;:‘.;:”\ﬂmr-r Skid- tended victim had completely disap- ® battered trunk from a dark and
drooping ARG tho. DESCY - ETRY : e I" - o peared eavernous closet. As he threw an un-
complexion that betrayed the Rabitual 1L It flaghed fnto his ming that the *SEY glance toward the door leading
use of som Arug. The Final Reckoning. T-n-lr.hm_a Musk might h,.-,,: recovered into the hall his face suddenly froze
; He besn intprrupted AR the MmooH sWHRE BCroks Lhe Siar sufficlent to have erawled up the into an sxpression of abject terror.
L S e nvestigstions, for strewn heavena Its pale light short flight of cellar steps, and, hurry- Advancing from that doorway came
on the ben Just l.rh:nd !.1::': whe somae thy shil) Torke ol ”"‘ '“‘L;“ Ink outside, le commenced a systematic ® figure with “"‘“”-'_‘ 4_'.n:\ltm‘. by
object ].r-‘-\‘r.-_‘-:w.j‘ r‘f'um the I..Iﬁ:\'..:)y“n Laughing Mask lying under 1 of the dark cogners where a moeking r‘gm‘:. n;“u_" '!.r-'--'r',n:'t
_‘ of ld;n ruju.n,_.n_:, = ]r.r\....mp]_u: i atory window from wwhich the Infuri- porate straits ght en- BPparition 'JH:“"-'-HE. aimed n b
.-.:In_tz-u_ in extracting garm colonies ated scientist had g him. A one- L EHe had hardly left the autamatic at the ter &
alr cultures, & compound miero- armed man, who ¢ ok a0t GF s of threadbare With his left hand '
SLpRoN ”..,! o f:r Crie the shndows, saw th inert Mg o . carpet udden agrita- the desk where lay the unfinlahed con-
t«r l'r.'.:- iabors. 1.3““"‘5.‘“‘ bent over It with a savage exclamation $ OETIRID Ons E"._”Imh \-“II:.I‘.NH . “.:d' :_“” o
1g flend atood Lhe Laugh- lumph, He glance iy aboud L Th hroken whis- the return mun he had ap-
gchk musels of his re= o, and, throwing b bulkheaq POTe, ures emerged Parently hug to lils death than
x inches distane from the doors leading inilo the ~ilar. backed [rom undery that sipguiar refugse and awed by the threat revolver,
pallid forshoad of th oncs distin- . . ihe short flight of steps, ;lru;.:-;llu: wlided toward the etairway leading to Shkidmon faltetred towa the deak in
shed scientist, who was apparently ., Laughing Mask afier him, Iike a ''a upper story, whare the laboratory obedlence to that silent, but obvious
playing for time the masked spider dragging a iy into some Yurk Was located command
wrong-rightsr spo rn and de- Lo Lo - .  ® {4 But his Intelligent mind worked
termined .» “h“::' - . Legar secemed strangely at hon in In that Iaboratory the wide-eyed guickly, and by the had fized
i patience js about exhausted. hix dark and gloomy surroundings, for Margory G“Ifdr.n was searching Lhé lit- his name to that it vindieat-
Skidmon,” he sald to the man shri ing after Jetting the La hing Mask drop ered workbenc hoping to fAnd ing the masked fugi from Leagar's
back agalnst the b h, “and unless you DeaAVily to the cement flooring, his "-!-'"'_f:'!:f- te incriminate the venom- atrocious crimes he had banished the
write that fession clearing me of f-‘:’!'illr:l.r ﬂn:.rra quickly found & bat- ©Ous !*,.‘-n.n‘.nn‘. She d4ld not venture to fears whichk this supernatural resur-
those crimes committed by Legar with ..‘ r.c-kd .;:!_tn;: i’:lm.:llinz_ .1Iu”-‘.--u-:s toueh '.f:.r' :.l::--ri'nu instruments, but rection had ecaused him and deter-
A L= e stance, 1 n going to :‘ I. ,. * ‘IB. ";P‘ ] \j_ nn. illnl,r-lh showed her attenntion to the Ul‘]vfc! mined on a course of action Iilljng
i‘_(l‘. bns r‘_m' head with as whe ~¢“-'3r to be plileyd with all soris of 1 was hi !:!_‘n utier the thin etrip from the desk he appronched the
~yly . B R A discarded household fu ure, Includ- of toweling. When, after a little hesi- Laughing Mask, who wes standing
littie f }M e Ing a pile of wornoutl carpeting mnears tion, she gingerly ralsed that flilmsy near the open closet with his ready
L o thadhlL I:\:;fn- where the masked man wae I¥ing. As covering, she saw a thin glass weapon In his hand. Skidmon held
rder ‘ii.l-,‘,,ll.'.‘:;:‘-:.r:“ -D.- “"‘“ ;:‘.I;il;;.— ’1'-"'_:':‘1 0\-" ‘h:: }-l'!:.\’]l';lli r:?,“ n ;‘.- h._..: '_'f:r‘l.'r}.n'é'"ﬂ. p'r'm.tad !_u_be: and half out the signed confession, but befors
rid of you.” '-:::n"irljh._‘ :\h.;‘n.f;h‘_qr _‘.””:‘_;, ..;-i: .\t;_. !‘|l.-_.u' f-.ll,.. .l. Ee ‘:’..nn'.:‘- .-'.Ar--qtﬂ’a.-—_-. She the ‘_‘\.‘_Igrr could “t;w— It the papeor, wilh
Yiis convineing threat had fhe Ga- oo 8 o O e e A poes Srom Cha _lalal the sadming__insgvertente; ped_ from
pired effed for the toop-ahou > —— — =
blologl moved » ¥ toward a small
writing deak stan o naar thae win- . (1-
dow Aas his rel tant pen traveled ~
slowly over the sheet of foolscap, the
Laughing Mask stood looking over his
der, promn the other's delin- .
quent memory w an oceasional qulet
word and the insistont menace of that D H L r - ~
‘”!r e revolver. Tt detalls of en ur‘ d Pmdnt
I

blood by E
of petting polic
emy, had practically been completed
wen A shrill and penetreting whistle
1ded from the ailey
The Laughing Mask

18

turned quickly

to Lthe near-by window and, throwing
back e mhutters. Inaned out and
BElrove to RSCeEr the meaning of that

forboding =slgnal. For a moment only
he reluxed his guard over Lhe crafty
polsoner, but that m nent gave to
Skidmon the chance he had been seek-
ing. Before the stariled girl, watching
through the doorway, could cry out a
word of warning. launched himself
upon that half-bent figure leaning out

he

of the open window,
Caught mt =& rided disadvantage
and unahble to his weapon, thas

Laughing Mask uggled desperately

to frea himself from those Jean and
clutching fingers, But, despite his
fran e ta, he was unable to throw

off the © essive of his mn-~
tagonist's ¥, which was steadily
bearing him backward over the narrow
window- Th as the infuriated
and drug-crazed c al threw avery
ounce of his strength into one fAnal ef-

wel-ht

fort to.rid himssif of his enemy, the
Laughing Mdsk suddenly lost his bals

o . and, grasping wiidly
air, plunged beadliong from

the amply
ithe window

down into the aby=mal darkness.
Ha ssemed doomed Lo sure destruc-
tion, but fale decrded the apringy

branch of an alm tree should catch that
hurtiing body, and ths force of his fall
was broken when, limp and uncon-
scious, he dropped a second Iater onte
the stone flagging by the cellar door-
way. To the savagely exultant sclen-
tist and the horror-stricken girl who
kad witnessed the swift tragedy 1t
seemed certain that the Laughing Mask
had met with death, for they did net
know by what a zlender margin he had

cheated that grim reaper.
- - -
With sudden decision Skidmen

In the fog of my corncob witen evening grows dim,

As I go for the cattle, I summon back Jim;

And the smoke that drifts out through the shadows
of night

Is light as our Jimmy's to=sed tow-hair was light.

And 1 listen intently, half hoping to hear

The tune that he whistled fall shrill on my ear;

And I glance o'er my shoulder, as though his young
laugh

Preceded the patter of feet on the path—

The patter of bare-footed haste, and the glee

Of Jim and his collie descending on me.

There's a calf that wns his—she’s o grandmother
now

To many a sturdy old Holstein and cow—

She's seen her best day= but when evening grows dim

I fancy she's waiting to welcome back Jim:

For she lows at the gate when it's time for the
stars—

And the old man is lonely who leta down the bars.

There are thoughts that a gaffer will tell to his God,

When tho breath of the evening is over the sod,

That a man wouldn't even confess to his wife—

Thut are twisted and spun in the woof of his life,

That nestle so close to the roots of his heart

That one nor the other are neither apart.

So nobody knows that when évening grows dim

As I go for the cattle—1'm going with Jim.

Now & woman may treasure her trinkets snd curls,

But a man must be gruff, though his heart's like a
girl's—

Yet there's times, when the smoke never tasted so
sweet,

That he hears on the cow-path the patter of feect—

The patter of little brown feet, and the shrill

Eerie whistle that rings in his old ears still.

And he fancies—forgive him—when evening grows

dim,
That the soft-eyed old Holstein is lowing for Jim.

Copymyihi drthur Stringen

the fingeors of the scientist and ftutiered
the

to {ivor. Aa he stoopod o re-
&ain it he auddenly huried his wolght
against the legs of bhis unsuspecilingy

onemy with a force that sent him top-

pling over backward Into the depths of
the oclosel, and be the Laughing
Maak couid regalin his foolng the doOr
hnd been awung shut and bolted.
Margory, from her place of contceal-
menlt, the loose-lipped malefactior

sfore

Anw

make a motion as though te destroy
the confeasion, dut hs suddenly graw
rigid as though gripped agsin by the
hand of fear Following the direg-
tion In which hia eyes were staring
sha aaw the reason for his treplda-
tion. A figure mashed In the identi-
cal manner as the man just impgis-
oned In e closet came aslowly through
the hall doorway, He al Id & black-
metaled platol en Skidmaon, but

1nE walked with a patntul efforl aa If
hia body were brulsed and asore.

“It would be fovolish (¢ tear up that
Hitie document.,” he said in tonea of
grim deter ation, "“for you would
have 10 write L over As It ia rather
espential Lo my welfare, I'll trouble you
to hand it to me'

But instead compiying with this
demand the d and panle-stricken

invesllg ator b
that

d alowly
specter, who

i away Irom

seemed to

Lerrify

be impervious oeke and o posssss
as many livea as » cat Hia r eut
was sudder checked the labora-
tory work - be heavily
dropped a to ateady

himpself

came =

sharp esound an and,
with an abr ¢ e flung
dee Ka splashed
oo and A thick e of gaial-
er. He turned and saw the
splintered plecer of the fragile vesssl
which had conlalned the colon baciili
cultura. A d moan of horror <ams
from his bl as ha realizsed he
was hope culated with the
deadly v of the germa he him-
self 20 <n fully nurtured for the pur-
pose of destroving others
In wild desperation he caught up the

rom
hie BILGEAT

WO

vilalve

tortured

body. T way under
him mnd h 1 the Tioor,
gasping fra Lh,
fingera ops § H
sapped vitw Wfiered Y wen ]
ance to the virulent poison which was
ravaging | . and, afler paveral
Jorky spas cked form was
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obadlence to the curt d of the
other, But his avii was not
siumbering, and as his 1} i right hand
came In contact w large earthearn
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In mad haste he groped along the
wall until his Eors came in con-
tact with a o« knod, at which he
fumbled [rantics for a momeant
and then found himeell in the almlily
lighted hall rowing apprehensive
looks behind raced up the
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As he read the words, Colon Baclli, ha
knaw his doctn was sealed, for he had
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